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Thank ~ou very much. It is a real pleasure to be 
back in Colorado and to be back on this campus. I am 
grateful for cong~essman Scaggs being with us. He has been a 
terrific supportet of the efforts and change in the last 
year, and has supported the president on the efforts to 
change our health care system. We're very grateful for that 
leadership. 

I'm ·delighted to be with your president and 
chancellor. I wa~t to thank Patrick and Steph and 
(inaudible) for t~eir introductions and for the work that 
they've done to m~ke this possible. I have to tell you, I've 
done a lot ofthihgs in my life, but I have never, even in 
front of a , tried to sing anything capella. Icrowd bf two, a 
thought that showed a lot of nerve and class. 

You knoL, it's like anything else in life, if you 
don't try it, you/ never know. You know, there was an old 
saying in Arkansas that my husband used to love, which I, 
never really unde~stood. But the older I get, the more sense 
it makes, which s~ys something about me probably more than 
it, and that is y10u can't tell how far a frog will jump until 
you punch it. There's a lot of frogs being punched these 
days in washingtdn because we're trying to figure out how far 
this country and Ihow far this government can go to make good 
on the promise on change in a new vision of America. 

IYou know, when I was last here, we talked and there 
was a huge crowd/and a lot of support for the campaign that 
my husband was waging because it was a campaign about the 
future; what kind of country we were going to have, what kind 
of people we wer~ going to be. I took a lot of energy and 
excitement and ertthusiasm back with me because of the 
conversations th~t I had along a rope line and in a private 
meeting with som~ of your student leaders. 

What I try to remember every day when we're doing 
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what we are working so hard to do for you and for us in 
Washington are the/faces of the people I have seen allover 
this country. You know, it is really easy once you do get to 
Washington to forget that politics and government should be 
about you. It shohld be about your needs, about your 
interests, and aboht your futures. If we are not planning 
for what happens ih the next generation, we sell you short 
and we undermine the capacity 'of our country to be strong and 
productive as we mpve towards the 21st century. 

So I hav1e kept these pictures, these snapshots, 
this sort of mentall video. going all the time. I probably 
have spent more time in the past year talking one on one and 
in groups with pedple about what they hoped for for the 
country, particul~rly what they hoped for with health care 
than anything els~. 

II'm really here to make a report to you. What I 
want you, particularly the students, but all the rest of us, 
to know is what w~/re trying to do, where we are in the 
process, and why it is important to you. This is not some 
abstract policy d~bate. This should not be politics as 
usual. This should be about one of the most important things 
in any of our liv~s, our health and how we're going to be 
sure that the fin~st health care system in the world, the one 
we have now, the finest doctors, the finest nurses, the 
finest hospitals, will be there for you in 10, and 20, and 50 
years. 

So that/'s what really motivated my husband when he 
said let's take a look at what we can do better to provide 
health care that lis affordable and of high quality to every 
American. What Ij want to do today is describe for you what 
the president's approach is so that you know how he has 
thought through what he thinks will work. 

I 

As the /congressman said, the first thing about the 
president's approach is he wants guaranteed private insurance 
for every Americ~n with benefits that can never be taken away 
no matter who yoU are, where you live, or who you work for. 
Particularly her~, as we stand behind with the flat irons 
looking over us, jand I know how much many of you value 
physical exercise and activity and wellness and prevention, I 
want you to know that the president believes in prevention 
also. 

In his plan, we are going to start reversing the 
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3 • kind of backwards approach to health care we've had in this 
country. You know1 you cannot get insurance coverage if you 
take your child for a well-child exam, but you can get it if 
the child gets hurt or real sick and shows up at the 
emergency room. L~t's start rewarding prevention and trying 
to avoid sickness instead of rewarding a health care system 
that is premised oh sickness. 

So, numblr one, guaranteed private insur~nce for 
every American no ~atter what age, no matter where you live 
or work, with comp'rehensive benefits that stress primary and 
preventive health Fare. 

I .
Number two, let us once and for all outlaw the kind 

of insurance practices that make it impossible for many 
Americans to get Health care and which charges far too much 
for millions of other Americans, making health care 
unaffordable. I . 

You know, probably the most emotional moments I've 
had this past yeaJ have been when I have talked with people 
who have found th~mselves unable to take care of themselves 
and their familie~ and be able to provide health care and 
provide insurance. because they got sick. I always thought 
when you got sick is when you needed to be taken care of. 

What happens in literally billions and tens of 
millions of families, families represented in this crowd 
today, are if youJdO have what is called a preexisting 
condition, you haye diabetes, if you've ever had any other 
kind of chronic disease, if you had cancer 20 years ago, you 
therefore are either ineligible for insurance or you have to 
pay a much higher/price than your friends and family members 
who do not have s~ch a condition. The president's plan 
outlaws that. I 

5econdl¥, if you read the fine print on your 
insurance policy,j you will find often something called a 
lifetime limit. ~hat that means is that if you get really, 
really sick and y,ou have to be in the hospital for a long 
period of time o~ you need some kind of continuing medical 
treatment, you better be careful because if your lifetime 
limit is $50~000 lor $500,000 or, in the case of families I 
have met with, $] million, once you reach that, you no longer 
are insurable. I 

Can you imagine what it is like for the families 
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, . .
that I have met? I'll tell you Just one qUlck story. I 
talked with a moth~r and father who had two healthy ·children. 
Their third child ~as born with very serious complications at 
birth. These were/two people who both worked, made a very 
good living, paid their taxes, did what they thought they 
were supposed to d~, had insurance. Because their third 
child was so ill, the child had to stay in the hospital from 
birth. 

within a year, their lifetime limit of $1 billion 
were exceeded. What that family was told when they came to 
the hospital and said we no longer have insurance, we're 
going to keep tryihg to buy some more insurance, they were 

Itold well, here's fhat you need to do. Put your baby on 
welfare so the sta,te will pay for the insurance. 

The parJnts said we want to bring our baby home. 
We want to be abl~ to take care of her at home. We want to 

Iget round-the-clock help so that we can take care of her, but 
we can't find any~ody who will help us with the insurance for 

Ithat. They were told there's no way out of that. You no 
longer have insur~nce for this child. If you bring the child 
home, you have no help at all. If you leave the child in the 
hospital and keep the child on welfare, then the child will 
be paid for. 

At the iime that I talked with this family, that 
baby had been in ~he hospital for 15 months. There are 
thousands of stories. So the president's approach outlaws 
lifetime limits. /When you need insurance the most, you 
should have insurance forever. 

The thitd important point is that you should be 
guaranteed choicejof doctor and choice of health plan. This 
is probably the point that has been debated and had more 
misinformation abbut it than any other. Those who oppose 
health care reforfu have said loud and clear oh, be careful. 
If the president's approach goes through, you won't be able 

Ito see your doctor. 

Well, llt me tell you something, if you work for 
somebody who help~ provide you insurance now, you are no 
longer guaranteedl any choice because fewer than half of the 
people who get their insurance from work, which is where most 
of us get it, are' being told they no longer have a choice. 
What they're bein'g told is you have to use .these doctors and 
this hospital because we've cut a deal with them and they're 

MORE 




5 

going to keep the price down. Well, the problem is that we 
need to change thelwhole system to keep the price down so 
that you can have your choice of doctor and hospital and 
that's what reformliS,gUaranteed to do. 

The fourth one I want to make, and this may seem a 
little bit far fro~ this crowd of young people, students 
primarily, but thelpresident's approach wants to guarantee 
and improve Medicare for older people. NOw, why is that 
important? Well, ~ost of us have seen our parents and our 
grandparents needihg medical care. You need more medical 
care. .I 

Even if ¥ou hike and run and do everything else all 
your life, you eveptuallY get to be a certain age where you 
need more medical fare. What happens with people on Medicare 
now is that they have found that because our whole system 
doesn't control c9sts, the prices available under Medicare 
are being reduced fhich means now more and more physicians 
are reluctant to treat a lot of people on Medicare. 

• 
We want Ito give prescription drugs to people on 

Medicare so that they can be better taken care of and not be 
bankrupted. We w~nt to do something else, and that is to 
provide some alte~natives to nursing homes for older people . 
NOw, think about ~hat. 

Right nJw, if you get older and you are sick or you 
are young and youlbecome disabled, I'm sure most of you in 
this crowd know some young person Who, because of a car 
accident or something else, has become disabled and needs 

. I
long-term care, what happens now? 

. I . 

We don't give the kind of help we should for people 
to be able to stay in their own homes. We don't give the 
kind of help we should for people to have some kind of 
assisted living d~ring the day but still be able to stay with 
their families. What we do is we say the only real help you 
have is the nursihg home. I want, when I'm 65, to have 
alternatives besides' a nursing home and I think you do too, 
and the president believes everybody ought to have that. 

. Finally, the fifth point I want to make is that the 
president's approach guarantees insurance the way most of us 
get insurance today, at the place we work. Most of us who 
are insured do sol by contributing some money and having our 
employer contribute some money. Therefore, we get our health 
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insurance. I 
INow, there are only three ways to fund health care 

• t • •
for everybody 1n Amer1ca. I've seen some s1gns and I respect 
the people who ar~ single payor advocates because they 
believe in providing health care for every American. What 
they will propose lis that we have the elimination of private 
insurance and inseead have a tax system that provides health 
care financing fo~ everyone. 

The preJident decided that he would prefer to stay 
with a public/pri~ate system. He does not support a 
government health Icare system. He wants to have a guaranteed 
private insurance system, but the single payor people are 
very honest in the way they describe how health care would be 
financed. I 
. I .

The second way to get everybody covered 1n the 
country is to do what is called an individual mandate. In 
other words, everyone of you would be responsible. Likeyou 
are in many states to go out and buy auto insurance, you 
would be responsible to go out by yourselves and buy health 
insurance. This ~lso recognizes you have to do something to 
get everybody cov~red, but the president does not think it's 
a good idea to begin to eliminate our employer/employee 
system by having the entire burden put on the individual. 

What helbelieves we should do is to build on what 
works. It's an American solution to an American problem. We 
should build on the employer system. The employers 
contribute, thoselof us who work contribute, and all of us 
then are paying our fair share. There are no more free 
riders in the heaith care system. 

IWhat happens today, and you can go to Boulder or 
any other town inlcolorado, and you can walk down the street 
and you can see the stores that help buy insurance and the 
factories that doland those that don't. But if you work 
somewhere without insurance, like the nearly 40 million 
Americans who do ROt have insurance, most of whom work, if 
you get sick, youlgo to the same hospital. We do take care 
of you in our couRtry,-but if you can't pay the bill, then 
the cost of your ~edical care is put on to the bills both of 
the government and of those who have private insurance. 

, I got a/letter fr~m a man in Colorado who wrote me 
last March and said I don't know what's happening. I'm a 
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small business person. I bought my insurance in 1985. It 
costs me $100 a mo'nth for myself, my wife, and my two 
children. By 19931, it was over $450 a month. My staff 
called him and asked him what was happening with him now. He 
said I'm so glad y;ou called. It just went up to nearly $800 
a month and nobody will tell me why. I am not getting any 
more health care. 

I'll tel,l him why. Number one, he's a small 
business person, bhe most discriminated class of anybody when 
it comes to gettihg health insurance. Number two, he is 
paying his share df the uninsured because when he goes to 
that hospital, he ~ants to make sure we have our doctors and 
our nurses and ou~ high-tech equipment. But if we keep 
having so many people who are not paying anything for their 
health care being Itaken care of, the bill has to go to him, 
to me, to those of. you who are in the system. 

• 

So thosJ five points -- guaranteed private 
insurance, outlaw~ng the insurance practices that 
discriminate agairlst people, guaranteeing choice of doctor 
and health plan sd you can have the quality you deserve to 
have and you make Ithe choice every year, preserving and 
:improving Medicare, and providing health insurance through 
'the work place, ar.e the five major parts of the president's 
;approach. 

Some will tell you that it's a very different 
approach, that itlhas things attached to it that are not 
there are all. So I want you to know what the facts are 
because if we do hothing, what will happen is the number of 
uninsured will grqw, the health care costs for small business 
people who are individuals, who are families, will continue 
to explode, and w~ will see our system beginning to 
deteriorate' under Ithat kind of financial pressure. 

Let me just add one other point because health care 
reform is not just about how much money we can save, how we 
reorganize delivety, how we get more people to take care of 
themselves and belmore responsible, it is all those things. 
But it something more. 

IIf you had seen as many people as I have over the 
past year who haveI been left out of the health care system, 
have been denied ftealth care when they needed it most, you 
would feel as I d6 that this is far beyond any kind of 
policy. This is feally a challenge to what kind of people we 
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intend to be and Jow we will take care of each other. 

I want Jo be able in the next year to go back to 
the places I've b~en and to look at'the people who have 
shared their stor~es with me and tell them that we finally in 
,our country have Heard them, and that we finally have agreed, .
that health care should be a rl.ght, that everyone of us 

should be taken caire of when we need it because there I s not 

;one of us who kno~s whether tomorrow' we will need some kind 

of serious health care help. 


So this is really a struggle for the future. It's 
a struggle for determining who we are as a people. We have, . 
I believe, the willI to meet that challenge. But the only way 
we can do it is fdr each of you to take a hard look at 
yourselves where ~ou are in your lives and to know that the 
kind of country we will have for you in the future depends 

. upon the decision~ we make today. 

care syste!;"~h~~O~!~e~e~~r~O~~ ~~!c~~ ~:~s~~a~O~e:v~:a!~hone 
out. Then, when ~e have secured health care security for 

everyone, we will Ihave the kind of basic personal security 


• 
±hat will enable Js to go on into the 21st century. This is 
'about the future. I This is about you. I am very pleased that 
'you're going to be part of this struggle with us. Thank you 
all very much. 

* * * * * 

I 


