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. Thank you",Boyl Can you all come back every week’

" If that’s what it’ takes, I like that. . I am so pleased to be
. here and so pleased to be with all of you. . I want to start:
. "by thanking Pre51dent Bieber for hlS strong support of what
T We are. trylnq to do .

I actually llke belng mobbed by frlendly faces.iL

I really like belng with people who know that you can- have
-some fun ‘while you’re trylng to fight for d01ng What's rlght.‘
It really makes me happy to be here.

That’s wHat the UAW has done for so. many years 1n

‘the fight for 5001al justice and. change in this country You

have been there for workers who struggled for fair wages and-
pen51ons and holldays and other benefits and, ‘in the mlddle

-~ of this)/century, you were there to ‘ensure equal rlghts for
all Amerlcans,.and that was a tough battle as well

oy
Now,ﬂat the end. of thlS century, you are here,

'agaln ' You'are here in so many ways. I want to talk to you

about’ your ‘support | for health care but I also want, to
compllment every one of you and to compliment your leadershlp

‘in this union because you have been fighting, over the last

- years, to preserve'and strengthen the biggest and most
”1ndlspensable 1ndustr1es in our country and you have shown 1t,
_can be done. . - - Ayo . '

¢

You know, Just last week the Pre51dent was in
Mlchlgan for the G- 7 job.summit, and he visited Detroit
Diesel w1th Owen Bleber, and I think some of you who are here

: tonlght ‘It was a:great occasion for him. . I talked to him

on the phone .that nlght and he just couldn’t stop talking .

f'about what he had seen and how excited he was because he saw,
‘firsthand, the kind of innovative thlnklng and partnership -

that was going on in that plant and many others like it

around the country’ L » s .
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At Detr01t Dlesel the UAW and management are.
working together tomlmprove quality control and to create a
state-of the-art, hagh-performance workplace. And the end
result =-- the end result == 1is that you’ve 1ncreased market

r'share, fewer. 3obs have ‘been lost, and America leads. the world ‘
-~ in’' what is done. That is the klnd of history that we are ‘ '

7

-maklng every day w1th your help

"You know,:1t is. that splrlt of cooperatlon that has
resulted in domestic auto sales up. 23. percent this year, auto
productlon up 27, percent ‘the domestic market share the
. hlghest in any year’ since 1979 the last tlme a Democrat was
in; the White House.‘ : :

. The: UAW deserves a 10t of credlt for that and thls
‘Pre51dent and this Admlnlstratlon knows that and ‘I want to
salute all-of you. "I also want. 'to thank you for what. you

have done on behalf of health care throughout the years. ' You

. know, 50’ years ago, Walter Reuther and Harry Truman shared a

-~ vision of national health insurance and today, Owen. Bieber
and Bill-Clinton share that v151on, and thlS year we're g01ng
to get it done.» ' :

. You know,EI’ve gone back ‘and read some of Pres1dent
,Truman s speeches when he, introduced national health care.
" He did it. twice. He did ‘it din ‘46; he did it agaln in 748,
. The UAW was'there. |Not many. other people .were because not

" many understood the|1ssue then and, in those«days, the

special 1nterests spent millions. and millions of dollars ‘to ;
- scare people but, you know, ‘they. made the same arguments then:
that they'’re maklng today, and President Truman gave barn- ‘
burning speeches"” and he .got criticized,; as he’ dld day . in and
day out, for standlng up and telllng 1t llke 1t is. o

: Well I thlnk we owe Harry Truman and Walter
- Reuther our. best efforts because they deserve to see thelr :
dream come. true. S S
‘ And you know health care reform is not an
isolated leglslatlve goal It's not somethlng ‘that, stands' ,
out there all by 1tself ] It has a history. "It goes back to '
‘Franklin Roosevelt, when he thought that health security. . o
would be the other part of Social Security. It goes to Harry '
Truman. . It goes to John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, who . .
,trled and finally got Medicare and Medicaid so"that at least
-our older Amerlcans ‘and  our poorest .most defenseless

”\Amerlcans would have some health securlty
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, So there 1s a long hlstory of Pre51dents trylng to
get real health care reform but, in thls -- that’s true,
that’s true. " But T' will say thls -- and I take a big risk
. saying it to this crowd but I’11 say it -- that even Richard
Nixon proposed natlonal health care reform in 1972 and, you-
know, even he couldn't get it done. So this is not just a’ ‘
,-Democrat-Republlcan problen. When'the spe01al‘1nterests line -
.~ up .against you, it is .a problem for government It is a .
prroblem for . leadershlp, trylng to be” sure. that we can have‘
our voices heard. NP o . S

. But health care reform is part of a larger agenda
that this Pre51dent~and the UAW are fighting for. You helped:
'.us on famlly ‘and medlcal leave. We flnally had a President
who would sign it, in order for parents to- be good workers . as
well as famlly members. ‘ ; . :

o . You helped us by reaching your ‘hands out to- other
worklng people in the budget last year. Remember that budget
“that all the Republacans 'said was. 901ng to drive us’ into a-
‘deep recession, going to stall any kind of sales of homes or
automobiles?  You remember that, don’t you? And, instead,

what did we do? We! passed the: flrst responsible budget in 12”"

,years that told- the truth to the Amerlcan people, andllt As
worklng , o A '
! } . N

And one of the things that you did in 'that
.supportlve effort was to help other worklng Americans .who do
not have the.lncome from the jobs they get up and go to every
(single day to stay out of ' poverty, so we are now, for 17
-million worklng famalles in America, going to reform the Tax
Code so that this Aprll 15th they will pay’ léess than they did
last year and they'll be able to take care of their. klds and
;maybe buy a new car'for a change.‘ P

‘ And w1th*your help —= with your help -- ‘this.

‘ \'Pre51dent w1ll pass' what is being called the Re- employment

Act. We are tired of the ‘Unemployment Act.  We want people
back 1n jobs and we’ want/to change the system.

' We’ re mov1ng on a lot of other fronts. ‘We’ve got-a
,'crlme bill up there: that ‘if we finally get it through  the
.gridlock of this’ Congress with the Republlcans making one set ..
.of arguments on the.other side, 1f we finally get. it through,
we will have 100, 000 more police on’ the Street d01nq what
. police should do -—zmaklng you safer 1n your homes and your
vnelghborhoods oL :

i .
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, And we w1ll also be d01ng somethlng that the
Republlcans have talked about for a long time but never got
around to d01ng,_and that is- reform;ng‘the -welfare system so
that it is a. second chance. and not’ a way of llfe for people.

8o all. of this 1s g01ng on and ‘a lot more, but what
is really at the centerplece ‘of this is our effort to make
.Americans more secure again, to- glve every one of us the
'feellng that the- Ambrlcan dream is back within our. reach “and -
there is no more Jmportant 1ssue to be able to ‘do that. than

'health care reform.Al ’ : S -

: There arejstlll some 1n our country who claim there,
is no health care crisis. -You hear them.‘ You see them.

They are always: people who have their own health insurance, ,
aren’t they? - They are always .people who have, enough money so
that they can say, "Oh, there 'S no crlsls,ﬁ because they know
.they'll be taken cafe of . «

Well those people haven’t spent the last year the
way I have, going 1nto ‘workplaces, going into hospitals,
visiting w1th men and women and children who have found -
‘themselves on the outsklrts of our health care: system This
. is not just about the ‘people .who don’t have health insurance
because there is not one person in this country today with
insurance . who knowsi he will have the ‘same insurance for the .-
same prlce to coveri.the same benefits this time next year..

| ’ ,

; Employers ‘go out of buslness. They flgure out how
_to abrogate ‘their contracts with unions? They shut down in ‘
giving benefits to their people. '-You. get sick and all ofa
sudden you'’ve got a]pre-ex1st1ng condition and’ you re no
'longer ellglble.. You have a-lifetime limit that is in your . =~
insurance policy and somebody gets really, really 111 and you .
';hlt that llmlt . 5\» - :
. S T S o
- _ There are; millions and millions and millions of .
reasons why not one of us, no matter how well-insured we are.
- -~ and you have been so fortunate because your leadership has
fought for some of the greatest health benefits of ‘any group
in this country =-- but even you,veven you cannot be secure in .

" . the system we currently have. No one is. And what we have '

to do is to face up to the fact that yes, we do have the
finest doctors and- nurses and hospitals in the world but we
‘have the stupldest flnan01ng system for health care in the -
entlre world.v. , : “ :

CMORE v > -



' And what the President wants to do is to preserve .

' what works and fix what’s broken, and he has five major-

»pOlnts that I want to stress. with. you tonight, because thlst

-

is what. you’re flghtlng for when you endorse this health

. plan, as Pre51dent Bleber has already referred to.

V. The flrst 1s guaranteed prlvate 1nsurance that can
never be taken away:. "It will be yours forever. 'And that

- means that it ‘doesn’t matter where you llve or who you work
for,,how old you are, whether you’re 51ck or you have someone’

in your famlly who ‘is- s1ck

You w1ll always be guaranteed 1nsurance and you

will be guaranteed - beneflts as good as what niembers’ of -

Congress get. .And we want to make sure -- we want to make

_sure -- that the’ benefits - that the UAW has bargained for are
" protected and, in the President’s plan, they are. . You get to. .

“keep your beneflts y“

There are*other alternatlves out there that would

Vnot.enable you to keep your beneflts., They would start

taxing those beneflts They would-only give tax preference

Jif you went 1nto certaln plans. but not others

i

You know, 1t’s been a long time since the wages of

.working people .in- thlS country rose at the steady rate they

should have because of the economlc p011c1es of the previous

.Administrations. How unfair it'is to even con31der taxing

benefits when benefuts were the .only part of wages and )
compensatlon that contlnued to 1ncrease durlng the 19808.;“

<And we' want to be sure that the beneflts guaranteed.
to -every American 1nclude things that you take for granted in-
your plans but- most‘Amerlcans don’t have. 'We want to: include
mental health benefhts. There are many people with. serious

" . problems that need. the same help for .a mental 1llness that
‘they get for. a phy81ca1 1llness o

We want to be sure ——‘we want to be sure that we

'take care of prlmary and preventlve health care. How did. we
- ever get into the situation in ‘our country where, if you took
“'your child for. a checkup, trying to be a good mother or

father,; that wasn’t reimbursed by insurance but, if your
child got 'sick in the middle of ‘the night and you went to the
emergency room, . that was pald for. by insurance? - Let’s start

'~ paying for preventiyve health care in order to take care of .
- our people better than 'we. do today

ro
'
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The second p01nt we're flghtlng for is to preservet3

your ch01ce of doctor and health plan because what is
: happenlng in today’s marketplace is that many insurers and
"~ . many employers are’ beglnnlng to tell workers what doctors

- they can use and what hospitals they can-go to.. We don’'t |
agree with that.A We don’t think it should be an insurance °
company’s choice . asito what doctor you see. We think it
ought to be your choice and, under the Pre51dent‘s plan, that
choice 1s preserved ' : : : .

Y

. -
P

And theretw1ll always be at least three choices. A
" vand, -in most’ metropplltan areas, many, many more choices, but"
at least three. You can go- to any doctor in- the phone book;
you can' join a network of doctors that have pooled together

, == often called prepald medical organlzatlon -- Qr YyoOou:can

join a health malntenance organlzatlon . But it will be your..
‘choice, not anybody‘else s. That is a cornerstone of the’ ,
Pre31dent's plan that\we are flghtlng for. . '

The thlrd p01nt is we want to outlaw unfalr
1nsurance practlces\once and for all.  We intend to be able
to say to the Amerlcan people that health 1nsurance will mean'
. what it should mean and what it used to mean.’ Everybody pays:
'somethlng, they pay=the same amount and everybody is
1nsured - : : o

T You don't‘have to pay more if you all of a ‘sudden
‘flnd out you’ve’ got‘dlabetes or if. you . have ‘a child who’s

" ‘born with a serlous|1llness You have the right to be able.

to have your illnesses and:your accidents. and your dlseases
“insured agaanst w1thout belng dlscrlmlnated agalnst because
you once ‘were 51ck - : :

R Every onelof us w1ll someday get 51ck and every one
- of us sure enough is going to get old, so we have this old- .
fashioned idea thatlyoung people .and older people and well '
.people and sick people -- we ought, to be in this together.a
"So let’s outlaw pre~existing condition that make you pay more
. or keep you out of Ensurance altogether.A T v
Under theéPre51dent’s reform plan,‘lt w1ll be
¢111egal for ‘insurance ‘companies to charge you more 1f you get
sick, to raise your rates if you'’ ve ever been sick, to drop.
.coverage or cut beneflts to impose lifetime llmlts to- cut

. off your beneflts or to charge older people more than
‘younger people." :

'MORE
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If we do nothlng, you, even though you bargaln hard .
and you ve got able leadership in that bargaining, you will
be at the mercy of insurance companies who want: to make their
_money by only insuring people .who have never been sick and.

they think never will be sick but will just drop dead one

~-~day, and that’s a llfe 1nsurance problem not a health

“1nsurance problem‘1

© :Now,- fourmhh we want to protect and improve . o
Medlcare because Medlcare has worked for older Americans and -
‘what we want to- do 1s add two beneflts to’ Medlcare that - need :
to be there. : o : B A S jo '

o Number oﬂe, we want to extend prescrlptlon drug /A
coverage to Medlcaﬂe rec1p1ents.' :
And number two, we want to begln to offer

alternatlves to older Americans and disabled Amerlcans other
" than nur51ng homes.! ‘If you, want to keep your mother or your
father or your chllg at ‘'home and that person has serious
health problens, you ought to be able to get a little bit of -
“help to do that instead of hav1ng only the nursing home as .
your alternatlve.v : .
: And the ﬂlfth p01nt 1s, we want- to guarantee health.
: coverage at the woqkplace It is the easiest, simplest way
"to make .sure everyone. has coverage.i Most Amerlcans, most of
us in this room ---all of us in this room --.we get our
insurance at our workplace -‘Eight out of ten of the . .
"Americans ~-- the nearly 40 mllllon Americans, -that’s 32
million pIUS'"- elght out of ten are working Americans; they
work in jobs, though w1thout health benefits. - : '

~ ; Does 1t make any sense to you that 32 mllllon~plus

Amerlcans get up every ‘day and they go to work -- they serve
“you in restaurants, they wash your cars,. they pump you gas, .
they work 'in our' retail stores. -- they pay taxes which goes
to prov1de health benefits to people on Welfare, - when they -
"don't even have those beneflts for themselves ~That is not -
, . There are two addltlonal p01nts that I want to,y
stress, partlcularry for you and: for your unlon.y

, The Presﬂdent's reform will protect early retlrees

-- ‘a, major problem'ln many industries.. Many companies, as.
‘you well know, are thlnklng about. or already have ellmlnated
' MORE |
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‘early retirement benefits and, for Americans between the ages

of 55 and 64, this ‘can mean extremely expensive prem;ums that

~offer medlocre protectlon or no 1nsurance at all

| e
» ' 'The Pre51dent’s reform w1ll solve that by hav1ng

.the government cover the employer s share for. most early"
"'retirees. We don’t think it is r1ght that people between
those ages before they are eligible for Medicare often find
“themselves with 1ncreas1ng health problems and decreasing
health insurance protectlon That needs to be remedied and,

the Presldent’s plan prescrlbes how to do that

And flna&ly, you know better than- many 'in the

;country that r1s1ng|hea1th costs have robbéd American. workers
‘of the wage increases that they deserve.  Higher health care

costs have weakened‘Amerlcan compet1t1veness overseas. You

-know, for example, that General Motors spends more’ on health

care than on steel koday That’s not good .for business.

That’s not good for workers - That'’s not good for Amerlca.

If we do not le our health care system now,.by the
end of the decade,‘at will cost.the. average working American

'famlly over $600 - 1n|lost wages each year. We are spendlng

more than any.of the major 1ndustr1allzed countrles we -

compete w1th _

Th1nk of what you have done w1th that burden r1ght

.Taround your. necks 1n the last years as you have . continued ‘to
_increase product1v1ty and think what you could do if our:

health care costs were controlled and brought ‘down and your
employers could: spend more money on wages and on other -
expanslons ‘of bu51ness We could have the boom1ngest economyq

i‘that we've had 51ncF the end of". World War IT.

: But let me just add that th1s is not just about
money . It’s not- just about the five points -- guaranteed
private insurance and guaranteed choice and preserving '
Medicare and. outlaw1ng insurance practlces and guaranteelng
benefits at the workplace Th1s is an 1ssue that goes far
beyond that R '

Walter Reuther and Owen Bleber ‘and many of your
leaders have not supported health care only because- it was’

: the right th1ng to do for yourgmembershlp They’ve supported

it because 1t was the r1ght thlng to: do for/our country.

And I w1sh that -1 wish that every one of you

i

? | MORE
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- could have come w1th me over the past year. and met the people

that I. have met: and‘heard their storles.

i

I w1sh you could have been with me in New Orleans a

‘ I talked with a wom%n who had worked for the same company for-

over 15 years ‘as a bookkeeper, didn’t- have any. insurance,

.couldn’t afford to buy it on her own, but every year she.

tried to do. the’ respon51ble thing and go to the doctor and

-*get a checkup ‘And when I talked to her last spring, she’d

been to her doctor and he’d found a lump in her breast and he
had referred ‘her to a surgeon and. the surgeon had told her ;-

. "If'you had 1nsurance, we’d blopsy that lump but, 51nce you

PN
SN

don’t we are just g01ng to watch 1t b

I w1sh you had been w1th me in Las Vegas, in a =

. hospltal Some people go.to. Las Vegas ‘for other -

- ' - nest egg. The one way he was . able to keep hlS -
wife at home with hhm was for. his daughter to quit her job. as
a schoolteacher to come home to take care of her mother.

Once his daughter. qult her job, she no longer. had 1nsurance

-and they dldn’t have enough money for her to be 1nsured

- And here hs this man, d01ng what every one of 'us

.would want to’ support and encourage - taklng care of hls own

‘family ---and a daughter who’s coming home to take care of a.
‘mother. ‘They didn‘t want to warehouse her in a nursmng home.

They - wanted to keeplher in the loving atmosphere of ‘that

’famlly  They did not get any financial help because, under
. our current rules, there is nothlng between being heathy and
~ending up in'a nursanq home when you’‘re a certain age unless

you spend yourself into poverty and then you can quallfy for

.some 11m1ted ass1stance.

This man wasn t asklng for a handout. He was
asking for a llttlelblt -of help that will save us money
because we, will pay| if she’s in a nursing home. We should

pay a little bit to; support him and his daughter as they re

trylng to keep thelr mother . and w1fe at home.

And I Wlsh flnally - I w1sh you had ‘been Wlth me

at the Cleveland Raanbow Children’s Hospital one day when I
. met a lot of the wonderful doctors. and nurses ‘who .perform

miracles for chlldren there just like’ _they do across our '
country in our chlldren s hospitals, .and I talked to a couple -

- who-had threei chlldren -- the first a healthy young boy about

‘ten and then,two’daughters, both of ‘whom were born with

|
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congenital disease%. ‘And, every time I meet somebody like

“that I thlnk “Thene)‘but for the grace of God, go any -of

us."

And these two 11ttle g1r1s racked up enormous

.medlcal b111s in thleir young lives. They busted their

parents' 11fet1me limits:  They then became uninsurable. And

- this mother told me about how proud’,she and her husband were.
- They didn’t want td take Welfare. /They d1dn’t want to take’
. assistance. . They wanted to pay their’ own way :

. And they Ment from 1nsurance company ‘to insurance_
company; and they never got anywhere and, finally, one ' '
insurance agent, after hearing their story and how sick the1r
daughters were,- looked at them and said, "What you don’t
understand is we don’t insure burnlng houses " .

I want you to ‘think about how yYou ‘would feel if.

‘[ that weré said to you about one of your children. .I know how
I would feel, and Ilwant my daughter to grow up and live in a
_lcountry where that can never be sald agaln to anybody at all

We have a‘really tough f1ght ahead of us -- and. I

love. this’ button. Thank you for making it. Thank you for

wear1ng it. . But stwe get health care reform like we’re.
going to get th1s year 1n Congress, 1t’s not\go;ng_to be

."because of me. . | i o .

CIt’s going to be because of you and it’s going to -
be - because you will! spend your time between now and the day

the President signs:‘that :bill telllng your:: friends and

nelghbors,_telllng your Members of Congress, telllng your
leadershlp that th1s has .to be.done because that is what is
going to be necess ary -for this country flnally to make good’
on what the promis e'of its destiny is to every one of us .--
that if you work hard and you play by the rules, you are
going to deserve and receive social and health secur1ty just ..
like Franklin Roosevelt tried to do, just like Harry. Truman
tried to.do, and. now -Owen’ B1eber and Blll Cllnton are g01ng
to get 1t done B yv_ ' ’
.{ Thank ybu very much 1
. . ****
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