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REMARKS'BYTHE FIRST LADY 

AT ALZHEIMERS j>.SSOCIATl;ON" HUMANITARIAN AWARD PRESENTATION 


'MRS .ctINTON: ' Thank you,so much, for the 'invi't:.ation 
io be he~e ~oday and t~an~'you, Stewa~t~ fo~ Your 
introduction and: for all the ,work you', do', cmd thanks, too, 
Shelley, for making: th.ls presenta'ti'on,.' 

" ' " ' 

It is particularly apt because as I travel around 

the country working on behalf of heatth care reform, I 

col17ct images, ~aces,ofthe peo~le wl)c;:>m I. meet and the, 

storl.es that I, hear .So now, I,',wl.I1' have hl.S map, of our 

country with hundreds of faces, most o'f whom I will never, 

meet personally, . some of ,whom I will perhaps know about' . 

through the'work, that' you ~o ~r the ~tories that yo~ tell, 

but all'of whom~L!_l ser'{e to remind' and spur me on as we g,o 

fc;:>rward in the' n~xt months about what it is we are really 

trying to do. " '.i 


'This is' a 'debate,' yes,' about health care 'reform, 

but it Is about people. Tt-is ,about the people whos~, faces 

are on that map ~ndit is about: the ,people whose ' lives we 


,will'touch and it's about all of \,is in this room.' . ',' ", 
'. ' 

I was ~n Syra'cuse last week at SyracuseUnive~s{ty, 

with Senator Moy~ihanto apeak aboutbealth care~and aS~I 

finished all dfmy events,there, which included a rather 

remark~bl~ displ~yoi compdter technology and how it ,will 

l.ink doctors and: hospi tals one withthe other so th,at people 

will ,be able to get $ervices' at' distances from the major .' 

medical cent~rs,' anq. after, I had spokenthe.re in the, chapel' 

t'oa.very,enthusiastic crowd of young people, I went outside 

where. there were; about 2,000 or 3,000 more whci couldn't get 

'into ,the chapel find I said a, few w.o.rds to them, and then, as' 
,is my custom" I'\'Ialked down to shake their hands asI moved, 
toward my car't.oi' ~eave./ Many of them, were very excited about 
the event and were saying all kinds ·of supporti_ve and very

, !. ~. I' , . . I

personally rewardl.ng thl.ngs." ' . 
, . ,. ! ., 

.' Y l' got to one young woman who grabbed' my hand' and 
looked at me and;sa'id, my father,'has Al.zheimers. ,. ,Please h~lp , 
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my father. . , . stopped all' of,'the young peopie :tightHer words " 
around her. and they listened" as .' she' told me what. has been the' 
~toryof ber father and her family ~ince heWas'diagnosed 
with Alzheimers' and how: little support/and little help they'
really'had., " , ' , . ',- , 

This is not a new story to you who are. members of 
this Association' and support its' work .• , It .was a ne.w ,story 
'for many ,of the b.ther college students who ,stood'aroum;:l .this 
young girL. It ~truck me that she was dtsplayirig the kind of 

I .' • ". . " , '.)courage that yoU:dlsplay ln yo~rwork on behalf of Alzhelmers 
and ,also your daily caring for the people youlo've,but she 
was· also an advo~ate., 'Shewas\ educating those, arou,hd her. as, 
she'spo~e.~ith m~• 

. ' " . \ S6 the" ~ork ,that, you' do is '.taki~g many forms and 
'touchi,ng peop,le, 'o/hbmay never join the Association, whom 'you 


may neyer ,encounter, but who,' on a 'daily basis, a're pushing, 

your agenda and ~:)Ur joint agenda for, health care reform 

forward. , '1 wantlto thank alJ' 'of: you and 'the Association for 


'your invaluab.le, : courageous 'work. ' 'I want to thank, you for:, 

'your',support' for:, research into e'ffeetive treatment" ' 

prevention, and ·Yes, some day, 'a cure for AI.zheime,rs. I, want 

to: ,thank yqu for,' the, support that you give fo careg i vers, for 


"your leadership in helping t6de~elop innovative approach~s
I .' .' ," to long-term' car~ ~ and for the. str,ong and loud' VOlces ' qfthe 


. p~rple people le~ding the,fi~ht~orcompreh~nsive health care' 

reform. . ,I. , .. , . ' 


, ' 

. T()JTIorr6w Hazel and Angie ,Chapmariwho' are', here ,on. 
thestagewith:u~ will be testifying before the senate . 
speciaI,committe~ on Aging., They will be telling' their story 

.and it's a story:that will. be ,familiar to many'of you .but . 
needs to be:to'ld:overand'over and over again.'! They'will be' 
talking abocit Ha~el'~ husband' and Angie's father, Tom, who at 
age 53.: has.late· ~tage Alzheimer' s' Disease.~ Hazel and Angi~

• I,·. . ., , . 
are the prlmarycareg~vers. Because of Tom's young age, h~. 

does not qualifyj for, any Older Americah~ Act: services in his ,.'\ 
. '\ community. ' The only help they get is' from the local 

'ALzheimer' f; l1s',sobl'ation Chapter,. which has· a' small program'
" I· , • •• •

funded by the state of Vlrgl.nl.a that provl.des adu+t day'care 
two days a week .' '. '. . '. ' 

Tom's~iseaseis pr6gre~sing sor~pi~ly that ~azei 
fears he will haVe to go into· a nursing 110me in 'a ,year or . 
less unless she is able t0get more help for l him ,at home. or 
in the comm~nity;', Sh~ has:noidea how she would pay fqr the i 

'.' 
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nursing ,home car~., T{le family's sore suppd:t-1: is 'social . 
security disability and, $85 a month fro~ Tom's;g6vernment 
p~nsion. He is,~neligible for his full pension rintil the age 
.of 59. She uses't~at to ~ovei a portion of the ~122 afuonth 
health ,insurance! bill, but ,he dO,esn'.t qua'lify forMedic~r.e. 

'. 	 He's been·on dis~bility for' twoyears~ Hazel just sold her 
house because she can't make her mortgage payments. She 
fears ~he'll hav~,to move into~ubliq housing.,' If she·had 

'. som'7 help,,' she cquld go back to work., 	 .:., 

. This i~ just orie story but it.· ·stands. for millioi;lS ' 
of ,stories., It'~ a story that we hope will illtistrateto~he' 
countrY that.peo~le like Hazel, Angie and Tom have been 
hardworking, taxbaying Americ~njcitizens; .theY've made their 
contributions to: our country. They have been afflicted:by a 
dis€?ase ,that we. ftill are only learnlngabput;'but understand 
the devastation it can cause. ". .' , . ' . 

, 
I know tha.t' Alzheimer' s ,is the' most ' expensive and 

le.ase in'sured' illlness.most 'Americans will likely face. :It is:' 
a ,disease/that hps'already hit four million Americans leaving 
over 19 million relatives and '67 million ,friends and he . 
'~xtended;iamiliek of t&o~e i millioh,to carry the:burden of,

•• ' I' . , '. ." 	 ,
proy~d~ng the CarEL that. ·theAl.zhe~mer patl.~nt so desperately,
peeds. ' 

It i~bredicted in the current t~end we see ihat 
',over,14 million Americans/will have Alzheimer's Disease by 

the middle of the century.and.the cost, which already exceeds 
$30;000 to $40,ObO to$5b;OOO a year wil,l be astronomical. I 

. . \. 	 . , .

also know that Aizheimer's is ,not an aging issue; it'is~a 


.family issue ,be~cai.ise when, i t'strikes one· person in :afamily, 

'it strikes the ehtire faniily~'., What'we,have ·to·make all of., ' 

'America aware ofl i9 therE!, but for the· grace of,:God.,· go :'many, 

of us and that there are ways we. cain' help provide support and 
treatment while ke continue to look·for-the ~nswers in, 

- I." 	 . . • .

research that wi~l enable us to prevent, or amel~orate, 


maintain and, coh~rol the eft~cts of the disease. ' 


'. This is a'lso 'an i~s~~ that· raises as 'starkly as any 
.' 	 what we'have done in our hea-lth care system that is dften, so 

penriywise and po}md foolish, that does· not ;-ecognize real. 

costs,' human and: economic,: of caring for 'people with long

te~m care needs.; It i~ so unfair and really honsensical to' 

draw lines that 'say, yes, we have a difference between 

medical care and; ,long-term care, and we wi11 help your fatl;u:ii 

who has 'a heart i:d:tack ~, but not you'r mother who, has, ' 
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Alzheimer's~• / 

,C For th~ first ·time ~e hav~ a propos~l in the 
President's' propbsal that' understands long-term care and 
medical' care are part bf a continuum of'care tha~ ne~ds to be 
available tor peOple. Today,'as you kn6w, maDy,people are 
forced intd nurs~rig homes~hen a little bit of help would 
£nable them to s~ay at home. We need to begin by gi~ing' 
alternatives that will Snable thos~ who haVe ~tzheim~rfs to 
live w,ith dignity and ·not i~ ~' mirsing as the only 
alternative wher~ they can ~et the care they need. 

We' need to have all 'over the courrt;;ry' the types of 
programs that I' rave visited in' some states that, are, ' 
oper~ting as pilpts 'and, models, livirig hand~to-*outh becau.e 

, 'the ~oney may not be ,'there, next year, but whi Ie they are', ' 
•• '" I " • ' .' ' • ' , ' provIdIng ~are nOware;dolng so In cost effectIve; humane 

w~y~ to Alzheime~ patients.' ~a.also n~e4 to rebogniz~:that 
it is not' just the ,Alzheimer' patient who, needs care, it is 

,the caregiv~r whb also he~ds care; We need to rec~gnize that 
you~ people, like/ Haz~l9-nd,AI1gie,' need, respite care, need ,',' 
time off. ' If,you are willin~ toshbulder the ,responsibility , 
that we asa 'n~t~'on should want y'ou'to in caring for loved 

e' 
:on~s, we heed tol help yon ~houlder, that responsibility, s6 we 
need more opportpnities for' you' to' not orily have', the heip you 

,need to do it but tO,have the time off that will recharge 
your batteri~s s~ that you can go back ~ime and time ag~in~

. . : . '. . . 

, 'I"" '. " , , 

Too many Americans today can only get help by 
spendin~ their ~~y into~overty and then onlY if you put your, 

, • I. •• .' • ' " 
love~ one lnto ap'lnstltutlon WhICh IS usually the most 
~xpensive thing to d6 ~nd the last thing'that m~ny want,t6 
do; It Just'doeknft make sense that is your only pption. On 
this issue, so~ntl family poliby'is also soundfi'scal,policy, 
and'to those, who: say '--.and there.are ,many who'say this -- ' 
that we' cahnot a'ffordlor:tg-term'care in our country, I say," 
w~ not only can ~fford it; w~ have~to'~fford it. It is the 
most:effe~ti~e, w~y, tq car~~for pe~ple and ~o ~e~p fafuilie~ 
tog~the~. If Me: are going to say\we area pro-family, 
countiy, let's s~art actIng like it iri our' official 
government polic~es. 

, There:t s' a lot o'f rhetoric ,out there' about what you 
should do as' fam~ly members a'nd how you should take care of 
your loved .ones ),butyou' kTlOW , rhetoric/without help is ,not 
only hollow,l it:'~ cruel. What ,we have done, not just wit.h 
respect to lon9-~erm care I but. in' so many/ Other areas. of, 

, i 
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healt;h care'policy is.to hold out' empty/promises, to ,make 
Pl30ple feel they: are all .alone in this etfort. stewart 
referred to the~act that the~e are no~ ~early 40'million 

,Americans without health insurance;' there are 25 million more' 
• who· are so' under:insured that the idea· that they a'ctually have 
health insurance'is cl'ose to laughable. " They haye .ft if you 
consider a $5" 000 deductible or, a $50, 000 lifetime" limit, or" 

",' an' elimination or 'preexisti'ng co'ndit'ions to be health;, ' 
, insurance. It.h~nk it:.' s a cruel hoax. What we have to do is 
recognize once ahd for JaIl that 'everyone 'in this country, no ' 

" ,·1. \ . ,

matter wherE? 'you! l-1.ve, no matter ,wher,e you work, no matter, ' 
'who'you'a~e, sh041d be entitled to health care and should 
'that he~lth, care: include long-term care? Yes, if it's gping 
to live'up to th~ promise that it' proposes. ' 

'Under ;the, President's pr'opos'al, there. will be more 
support for the pne like Lynn.Noyeswho is w}th us today, 
runs in NortherniVirginia~ ; I pick that because it is .n 

'. example in this ,area so 'perhaps the' press' anq., others can' go 
see what_we're talking about when we·talk about these kinds 
o'f alternative.s.' Lynn I met at a meeting at the White House, 
a fl3w weeksagQ tvhen she aSked me a question about,' 'would you 
'guess; long-t~rm! carS ,and ~incethen,I/ve learned that she , 
r,uns an,'aduttda¥ care center that is. a' model' for what we 'q're 
try>ing to do., . ; 

, , . , I ' • 

/ , For t:hbs~of you ~'hO do not kn:ow about' it, 'It is 
call~d the :Famil~ Respite C'enter. It started with the help 
of ,the local Alzheimer's Association Chap'ter and ~ t gives' , 
AI~~eimeris c~re~ivers re~~iteJitgivesthe~. a chance to go 

::to work ,durfng tpe day, it gives them.. a chance to .take'some. 
hours off ~uringthe day: They also do a lot'of great, 
intergenerationa:l activities with the ,child day care center 

• '. '·1, ,"\' >

there as well. ' ., 

, , Even w;ith wonderful programs 'li~e' this., we know, 
that Alzheimer's: and the, fear of. it r2tevas'tates. families, so 

'we hqveto ,make ~reven~ing Alzhei~er's a high priority. So 
that ,is: why I be'lieve r'esearch,particularly' into diseases,' 
like 'Alzheimer's!, mu!?'t be a,top priority of. any health care 
reform effort. ':bnly ,a few years ago,·, we thought that' ' 

, . . I " . 
solutions. to prel~ent~rig. or ~el~ying: Alzheim~r"s W7rE~ ~ar away " 
but now re<.::ent d,lscoverles,lndlcat,e that. the poss~b~llty of 

.·dealing: with and! perhaps preventing and in' some way 
qontrolling the',piseasemore effe'ctivelyare witbin our: 
reach. We can s;ee our investment into Alzheiml3r's rSsearch 
is beginning, to :shoYJ results.' Rec'erit· discoveries show that 

MORE ! 
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e· ~~ m~ybe able tp' delay th~ onset of the disease, a 
br'eakthroJugh that could reduce, the" numbers of families' and 
,peoplewithAlzh~imer' s by half:: 

We als-b knov.i that 
, 

even ,that 
' 

is not enough 

respite,' ,research i we have to' go further. We need toinve'st 


, I - I. _ • ' . 

more money lnto Alzhelmer's research as the'Presldent's 
heaith'reform pib~osal do~s so that ~~can 60ntinueand 
enhance 'the pro~~ess we have made and beat this disease bnce 
and' for all.' :' , ' " 

, ; ~ \, I, 

As you' fight in the coming weeks, and months for, 
long",,:term care ahd more money: for 'research, ,I hope, youw:iil 

,also fight for t~ebr'oadei cause cif health care, reform ' " 
'becaus~ it is ali part,of this contin~um, this entire system 
We, need to 'be changed. _There's,be'en a lot of confusion and 
,some d~stortion ~round the PreSident's proposal and I waht to' 
just briefly tel:l you, how our, reform' will work so that you 
can ~d~ocate OD ~ts beh~l~and'~xplain it to 'y6uifriends,and 
neighbor~'" ' 

, "" , 

'IThere,are several major principles that we want to 
'see in, health ca~e' reform. ,First, we !wantguaranteed' private, 
insurarice 'for evbry American, not government irisur~mce, 

"contrary to ,what: s<;>me of th.e 'oppon'ents\ of, health care ,reform 
\ ' say i ,we want' g,uaFanteed 'pr ivate insurance.,' RemeI:nber that the 

opp'onerits of heall thcare reform, today, are the ,descendants by , 
direct' lineage o~, the 'people who opposed s'ocial security when' 
they said' it was! 'socialism, the people wpd opposed Medicare 
when they said i~ was government medicine, 'and ~~ery one of 
you who is ,eligible for Medicare knows how it works, "you pick 

,your doctor~' you! go where you want and the bill is paid for 
you to ,theexten~'of 'Medicare"covera~e.lt is the same ' 
argument we've J).~d'for the, .1,ast 60 years., So ,remember when 
yOU! hear th~se code words, t.hey are brought to ,you bY,the 

, .. I • ", . _ " • 
same people who ~ldn't want you to have soclal securlty or 
Medicare either.: 

I ,~ , ',: • 

Guaranteed prlvate lnsurance has to include 
comp:r:'ehensive be:rief ~ ts that do lin<?lu~e diagnostic seivices, 
mental health benefltsand prescrlptlon drugs,. Thes;e are 
benef its critica,l to' every American,' but part,icl.(lariy to J 

people with Aizh~i;mer' S', We also' want to gua'rantee your , 
choice 'of doctor; and health plan",a 6hoiceth,at is not 

, guaranteed for ~bu today. One of the, real slick arguments 
against, health c~r:e reform is tha,t, somehow the President's 
approach w,ill tafe, away your, choice of doctor, haspit~l or 

, MORE 
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hepltp. pl~n.What is 'happening today? Those or you who are 
on the f'ront, iinbs k'now' that fe'wer than. half of", Americans' 
with h~alth ,i'nstlrance foday have a choice of"doctor, hospitai 
or heFtlth plan b¢cause what is happening :in ,an effort to 
~ontrol coits is: you're ~eing told, ~ere'sthe list, of, ' 
doctors you can, use under your insurance policy, here, is the 
list of'hospitals you 'an go to.' Choice is being taken away 
from you right' npw. ,I't is ,the Prepident' s proposal that '. 
,wants to guarantee, ,choice of doctor and health plan to 
Amer,icans:' I ' " 1 

Thirdl;y, we'want to outlaw ,insurance abuse, and, 
that, means' eliminating 'pr'ee~istincl conditions as a bar to' 
health ,care, insurance for Americans. , ' 

. " ' r , ~ " _, 

,It als~ ~~ans, ahd this is very important to many 
Alzheimer patien~s,eli~inatirig lifetime limits. WhyshouId 
you, when youfih~ll~ need healthc~re read the fine piint in 
yoUr insurance,~6licY'a~d discove~you have a lifeti~e limit 
on 'benefits whenlyou need them the, most. ,If you pay" for,' 
, ' ,I " , , 

lnsurance~ you s~ould be able to get health care when:you 
. need it and w~ w[llguara~tee that ~ou will'hav~ that by 
: elini,inati,ng lifet.ime limits. " ' 

,r. ,,' , . 

'. 

We als~ believe ~e ~hould not permit health 


insurers to, discriminate against older' people, mere;ty on ,the', 

basis 'of their' a~e. All of ,'us shou':(d b~in this together . 

We ought to, go 'back to ari ,Old-:-fashioned idea ~hich is 

,insurance ought ito insure: the communi,ty --'olde,r, younger,. 
'middle-aged, sick, well;'we all ought to be in a big pool' 
toget~er and ~n ~hat gr~at b~g purchasing pool, we should all 
pay what will" am'ount to lowe:t; rates to insure everybody' , 
in~tead of the,~ind,ofdherrypicking that goes on now that 

, '.. ' '- , I " , , '. ' ' ell.mlnateSf coverlag~ for many. people and makes l.t unaffordable" 
for, ma·ny others.,,, 

Fourtbly, we want to"deliver health care benefits 
at work· which is: what most Americans' are familiar, with, and 
what works'for them 'now. , We do not want a,government'health' 
care system; we ,want to b.l.li Id on the system we have, a ' 

,public-private sjystem. ,We have public hospitals,' we ,l}ave ' 
'public hee'llth, 9ut most of us rely on the, private health'care 
sy'stem. ,We want. to continue by building on that' ,and making 
it possibiefor,,;you to g'~t your health Care benefits at 'your ' 
plac~ o(~ork. ~he ciift~renc~~il1 be you make the decision 
of y~ur health, Blan ,not, our empl'o'yer . ,Small businesses will 
be, given discounts, low wage',workers will be given 'help'. We 

, • ' \ I 1, 
I ~ 
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will be able to ~fford thls be~a~seif you ,add the people who 
-pa~ nothing now'to ,t~e enti~epoptilationthatis insured, 
'that is billions1of more dollar's coming into ·the system. How 
do~eopl~' who-a~~ no~-fullyi~sured now 6r insured.~t al~ get 
thelr health care? Theygetlt at ,the ·latest posslble,moment. 
by going usually' to ,the emergemcy room where we dO,thankfully 
liveiri a country where they do finall~ get some h~alth care, 
6fi~n khe most e~pensiv~ healfh car~ ~h~tis available to ' 
th~m. When they, cannot pay their bill~ the rest of us have 
our'premiums increased so we can take care of them. .. 
Everybody should! be responsible, everybody should p'ay 
s0methin~.; Let/~ haVe ~ levelpr~ying field that~very 
single 'American inakes a contribution according to his ability,' 
to ~ay so that,e~e~y onepf u~ is ,insured~ 

",e 

" • I 

" Finally, we want to preserve and improve Medica~e 
'by adding' prescr:iptiol1 ,drugs, and long-term, care: Many of, you 
will,'as youtalk,with members of ,Congress, be presented with 

,alternative plan~ . .' Le~,me:suggest the questions andansw,ers ' 
you should be lopkln~' for.' '.. " " .. 

,~t 

boes the bill or the approach p~ovide l6ng-ter~~ 
care and listen 'carefully' to, thla answer. ' 'Tliere are, those ~ho' 
say" oh, yes,' myI plan does,' but their idea of an insur~nce 
plan is ~ou'passireform in the Congress and y6u s~t up s6me 
government body' that then decides what the 'benef its are:'. I ' , 
wouldn't buy an ~nsurance pOli6y lik~ that where youpay~our 
money on the front end and you're told later' what it cov,ers. 

,ListencarefUllyr., Make sure it is in, the Jegislation .,' The ' 
Presiderit's'reform does'that. 
. ' j r 

r Does. the long-term care o~tion ~mphasizehomeand 
community-ba'sed :care?, We don't :needmore, nursing homes; we 
need more h6me and bommunity-based car~ options. ' , 

, ,As if rthe:long-term care options, wi.ll,be availab~e 
to 'Persons' of ,al!l ages, incomesanci levels of disability'~' We' 
do ,not want anymore means testing or anymore categorical 

, , , ' '.' ' 

,prog::ams where'Yfou hc:'-ve to run t~rough hoops, ln or~er to 
.quallfy. We wantthls to, be 'aval.lable to all Amerlcans, 
regardless of t~eir income, their age, their level of, ' 
disability. The' fact that .Tom .is 53 years old and in the ' 
iast stages' of A!lzheimer l s ,should not bar himf:tom getting' , 
help 'for himself and hls ·family. ',Let's start ,taking care of~ 

,everybody with ~ long-term care program. ' 

Final~y, as~ do~s, ~t provide' consumer 6hoice 
I 

'j ... 
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because that's what the Presiaent's plan does., All of th~se 
f~a~ures that yo~r aS~Qciat£oh tielpedus a~ we were preparing 
the ,legislation ~re included in the Presid~nt/s proposal. 

, I 	 ' ~ 

" So wha~ i-hope' is that you will go from th-!-s ' . " 
ass6c~ationmeet~ngand 'devote some of our precibus time, 
which for m'any 'o~: you as caregivers, is so hard to find but , 
~ake\ those phone callsi write those letters, attend thos~ 
m~~tings; 6all' t~ose ~adiotalk show hosts when they start 
going on about government health care, and tell them, that's 
not what you 're !forand that I s ,hot what the President I S for, 
and, explain in'ybur most polite v~ice,'~hat it is we ar~ 

"try{ng todq for: AjUericans. 'Maybe even ask aquest'ion like,; 
are you well-inspred a'7 that litt~e old :r;,adio sta;tion you " 
wo:r;k for? If thry declded they, dldn' 1;. llke the soun,<i o,f your 
VOlce tomorrow, would you have ~nsurance? Let~s get people 
to start cU'tt~ngl t~rough the, rhetoric and all th~ smoke Ito 
think about" we a,re, try ing to achieve, ,because I appreciated 
what stewart sai~so much.,' . '. " , , 'I ,. , 

, 	 ; 

Thi~' iis not just, about, health care reform and even , 
looking-hack fro~thefuture ab6ut,whatwfa've pccomplished in 
health, care,' thi;s is about ,what kind 'of country we are and 
whether we realliy' care about' each' other. We have spl'intered 
so bad~y in the Ilast couple of decades., Fo~'some of us our 
count;ry is in many ways not recognizable to. the one w'e grew 

'up ,in, ·the kind lof place where people looked out for each' 
~ 	 other and regardiJ~ess' of, your income ,race or' ethnicity, yo'u 

were pa:r;t'of an ,extended communityth<:,twas there f?r'¥eu. 
We',ve getten awayfre~ that and here ls,mere than eneugh' 
reasens, fer us t'o cataleg but ,we needt'o go en frem where we 
are. We need 1:9' rebuild the American cemmunitY-~1 ,We need te 
start reaching ~ut'te'helpeach,ether~, Yeu de that every 

,single day. Yey.: are ,examples .of what we want .our country te 
care abeutagain. ' , 

Se; I' ~hankyeu £or'what yeu de and I hepe yeuwill 
help us' by'stret1ching, even a little bit further te make it' 
pessible 'fer us ite, have health care referm th,at really does 

, 	 I , 

represent the belst .of Amerlca. 

Thank ~ou ail very 
" 
much. 

! '",' 

Q Mr's,~, Clintori, I'm Hilda Prigen '(phenetic) frem 
th~ Minneapeli~lst~ Pau~ ,are~ and I~m a f6undingmember .of 

M6~E' 

i ' 
, ! 



" ,,10" ' 

, 'I 

• 


) 

this' organizati~h so I've been around a long time. 

, :'My husband Alfred s'uffered from Alzheimer's Disease 
. forl15 years and: my family went through what people on the' 
stage there areboing th~origh right now~, lt iswonderfu~ for 
~e to see -- thik is the first ray-of hope for ~ur families 
that long.:..term cp.re· is part of ,the. current h:ealth care, 
discussion. I think it's so important. Families want to 
continue to take i care of their own put. they, need heip. We 
need,help th~ fi~ancial burden'and the caregiving burden. 
We're willing t~ do it, we nee4,h~lp ~nd it's gobdtd hear 
this. ' , 

Thank you so ,much. 
I 

, 
MRS., CiLINTON.: Thank you.. 

,i ,', . 
,Q I/~ Faye P~ix from:OrangeCount~, California. 


I'm an elderlawattorney here on·behalf of my family 'who 

ca'nnot. speak'fo~'themselv~s: ' 
. , " ' , 

, We ar~greatly apprec~ati~a the P~esident/s'plan 

includes home-'ba!sed and community':"based· care' but' I have a 

problem al?d that: is' that'· may of my 'families' are beyond that 

kind' of care. They are about to ,face or qre facing, the ,. ' 

ravages of, nursi:ng horne care and I'm wondering .if you can 

9 tV€! me arly hOP~; to br>ing back to my families • " 


, I' " 
Secondly, my'colle~gu~s ~nd I tomorrow are g6ing to' 

be meeting with Ithe Orange county congressional delegation. 
I'm wondering if: you can give us any help in' how to make your 
messagel!lore pal!atable.across·very partisan lines? :. 

i 
'1

MRS. OLIN,TON: ,Those a~e two vetyimportant, .' 

que~tions. 
j , 

, We ar~ trying also in health care reform under the' 
Presiderit's pla~, to increase the asset level so that so many 
families do not~ave to ~epl~te th~ir ~s~et~ before ,they are 

,eligible fornu~sing homes .. ' We t6ink there Should b~ a'much 
high~r.limit than there currently is. Wealsowan~ to help 
nur~i~g homes gdt more: incentives tb~ove into sbbacute care 

I " ", • • 
so that, they are not also locked ~nto a typlcal medlcal model 

, nursing'home that mayor may not be ~ppropriate, for certain 
·s1;:ages of··certain diseases, includingAlzheimer's\~ SO',we've 
got,some incentilves for changing that as well. 

I . 
, 1 

MORE 

, i 
I 
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_ We alsb believe, and this may sound a litt'le bit
, . I ' , , ... ..

unrelated but I~~e had. a-number of conversat10ns. w1th nurs1ng 
home administrat~rs. ,One of the problems" to be,honest with 
,all.of you, you ~now this, in nursing homes ,is the high~ate 
of turnqver of s~aff. ,Y~,u have, about a :60 percent turno,ver., 

I' 
That is very dif:f icul t to get sustained care. ,.,' 

Ther~ ~re two th~ngs we' think ~ill help. One,is to 
'have more nursing home beds associated in the same setting, 
,with different l~velS of care sotha~peoJ?17 will be m<;>ving 
'from adult day care to maybe.congregate 11v1ng to nurs~ng 
homes so that thk kind of iricentivesforho~~' and community 
based care will actually help nursing home care become 
better.,' ; , 

i. ./ 

, .8econd!ly, many nurs fng homes do not ' provide 
ben~f its' for the1ir employe'es,' which is one, of the reasons :you 
,have such a ,high! turn'over'.' Once ,everyone is ,required to 'have 
health insuianc~, we believe, and based on ttiosenursin~," 
homes that ,currehtly prov,ide' heal t'h, insurance 'that, have, a 
much, 16wer~, rate 'bLturnover" thequality <of, the staff and the 
help will be enh1anced 's9 that the day-to-dayc;aregiving',in, 
the' nurs fng home1s will be, b~tter " So those are some of the 

"tnings we are tr:ying' to, do. ' . . '" . , ~ 

oran~~ ~ounty, ,as you' know, i~certain1yorieof the 
more Republican~n~ part{sa~ areas ip the'country and'ihe 
congressional de1legation there is quite partisan; 'r: think 
just tell your sitories and don't let, them come back at, you 
with the rhetbr~:c. There are lots, of'ways that ,we can agree 

, to disagree,abou;t pa::rticulars, but ,we cannot permit tnis 
debate'to be cariried out with kind of political partisan 
rhetoric. ' We have to get beyond'that. 'Sq if they start in 
about the govern1ment this or the government that ,I think you 
are, obviously we~ll-trained and artIculate and ca~ help with 
kind qf gettinq :theconversation ,l;:>ack on track., " 

, ' I .' ...', ' 
i"rea~ly believe ~hat t~is is anis~ue that should 

be beyond partis;anShip., Alzheimer's doesn't, poiri:t fingers at 
RE:'!publicans or qemocrats., That's, not the way it works and we 

, ought to be as s'trongas we can in' :;:;aying . this is an issue 
that is for., Amer1ica'ns arid there: are ways we can 'do this that, 
wfll actually salve us ,money over the "long run." So I hope you ' 
are success tu 1.. ! 

Q MY.'lname is W. L., Eqwards. I'm with the Southeast 
TennesseeChapt~r. ',' 

, 
, , 

,MORE 
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i 
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" Mrs. C[inton, we;all a~pre6iateyou~effort~ to 
includec~mmunit~-bas~dbare' in the President's proposal. I 
wonder ~f you co'~ld come on to what ,extent including' 

, communi t~:( and home-based care in the ,final ·bilI· will be' 

, ',negotiable? . 


, 
\' I "". ' , ..

MRS. CLINTON: We certaInly hope that It IS in the 
final bill butw:e' have ,to r~cognize ti)at the Congress needs 

, ... to hear loud ·and: clear from Orange County all the, way to 
,Maine' and. eVerywhere in. bet\..ieen that this is a real need and 
it should be inetl~ We .are 'certainly hoping that it can ,be' in 
pretty much the ;form that it i9 in the Pre~ldent's bill. 

: Unless people re~lly~et ,out arid work their members of, 
Congress, I can't'promise,that. It's'oneof those issues 
th~t has tp haveta lot of grassroots, activity behind ,it in 
order:" that",it· .do:es. not get.' syphoned off,. That.'s 'where' I hope 
all ·of,:you'..wi:l!l· pelp ,us. " 

, Q, Hedlio, ,Mrs .. 'Clin·ton.. , "My name, is Chase ,?nd I,~m 
from'. Cna':t,lo.tte'"" ,North, Carol ina.. L'm' almost 10" years' old~ 

"" Mygrahdfather has .Alzheimer.'s· D.isease and we go' 'up' 
'..to' my grandmothe;r' is house /to see. sometimes on. he 'weekends. 
"He likes, to. walkl off and we retrieve him and bring hlm, back. _, 

, " I " ' ,.,' " She'd llke'to hajVe long-term care. How~an she get 'long-term 
·,care wIthout bei:ng broke? ' Hoy; does' your h,ealth care plan /' 
help my grandInot:t)er? . 

, .' I'" " 
, , ' 

MRS. CLINTON: That's actually the question that 
we've tried t'o a1ns)rler for your grandmother and for.your' whole' 
family because ~i9ht now.' as I was describi~gt~e ~ituatiori 

Hazel and her da!ugl1ter face, the woman Wh01S slttlng here 
. with me'; it is. not affordable and it has -always 'struck m'e as
.', I ,','

rather odd that ~e wouldn't help your grapdmother or Hazel 
,take care of ,their hu~bands at home by giving them a little' 
bit of help or hlelp'support 'and 'adult day care option in'the 
neighborhood or ithe community, but we would pay thousands 'for 
dollars for nur~in9 home care~ , , ' 

So ~h~t we 'are going to do for your grandmother is 
provide somefidancial help' and' som~ options that.~ill be 
'. " I '.avaIlable to he~ so she can keep your grandfather at home but 

have some help doing it, and it. .will be, affordable to her. ' 
, ' 
I . ,

" .Q I liave a folder here.' ·1 lost my wife in 1990 to 
Alzheimer's andll've been working with them since. I'm from 
the Northwest'L9uisia~a Chapter .• 

I ' ., 
MORE 
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In the folder, I have some pictures, some 
handwritten letters from some of our constituents, and the 
insight of two of my grandchildren on what Alzheimer's meant 
to them. They are so beautifully written and I would like to 
leave this with you, Hilary.

I . 
MRS. CLINTON: Thank you, sir. Could I also 

suggest -- have you kept copies of that? 

Q I hlve indeed. 
I

MRS. CLINTON: and Senators and perhaps leave 
them a copy as w~ll? 

I
Q I am very flattered that you and I have the same 

thoughts!.,,: 

* * * * * 


