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REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY 
I

TO CARNEGIE COUNCIL 

MRS'. CLINTON: (in progress) -- I told ,David, that was one 
of the more enjoyable r~citations of the last 20 years of my life 

(laughter) -- than I,ve heard in the last several weeks. And 
I was delighted to be welcomed as a member of ,the Carnegie clan. 

I ' ,
I have had such a deep Fegardfor what Carnegle has done over the 
22 years 'or so that I heive known of it, and feel very fortunate 
that one of my earliest Iexperiences with respect to children's 
needs was on the counci~, that David referred to, that Ken 
Keneston (phonetic) chaired. 

It is a particular j pleasure , therefore, for me to be back 
with many of you. I only wish that I were able to stay and visit 
and get brought up to deite. As I look around this room there are 
so many of you with who~ I have worked over the last decade and 
whom I would love to ge~caught up on to what you are doing now 
and what you see happening in the country. But unfortunately I 
will have to.leave afteJ my remarks. And maybe we. can arrange 
another reunion sometimJ in the future. 

j 
I

I'm particularly pleased that our Attorney General is here. 
And you will be hear.ing from the Attorney General in a little 
while. But there isn't anyone on the national scene who tries 
harder to integrate the many,. different aspects of the challenges 
that our children face tihan- she... And one of the great qualities 
I admire about Janet Rerto is that she is nota afraid to be 
misunderstood in the catlse of what she believesfto be a larger 
truth. And I think we eire very lucky to have her in the. position 
she is in and championirtg the cause of children out of the . 
Department of Justice. I(Applause.) 

I'm also delightedlthat another Cabinet member, Dick Riley, 
had something to do with this report, and that we took him from 
it: But I know that itlmeant a great deal ,to him be~au~e he ~as 
trled to take much of what he learned and· lntegrate lt lnto hlS

I .
work at the Department of Education. And so I wanted to say a 
special word of thanks ~o him and to the cochairs, Dr. Mackabee 



(phonetic) and Dr.' Riqh~ond; and to the report's author,' 
Catherine Young, and all who contributed to it and 'worked on it. 

. . I ' . 

. I told David when I arrived that I had just come from a 
reception that we had h~ld at the WhiteHouse for a number of 
not-for-prof.It organizatiions, many of whom you are associated 
with or 'know of. And tije President began his remarks 'by holding 
up the report, and talking about what it represented and what it 
meant, and how it was a Imarvelous example of th,e kind of . 
partnership that we need to have between government and the 
private sector, particularly the not-for~profit -- philanthropic 
charitable sector . . I 

I wanted to say Just a few words about the report itself, 
and perhaps to say something about putting it. into context, and 
the'n to talk specifically about certain of its recommendations in 
the time that I have av~ilable to me. . 

One 'of· the gr~at.:f~ustrations for manY.of us in this room is 
that over the last 20 to 30 years, we have worked on,' we have 
overseen, we have read ~nd studied, we have tried to implement 
the recommendations fro~ a number of reports about the state of 
children in America. Arid we have encountered both some success, 
but also a continuing d~terioration in the attitudes toward our 
children and in the support for our families·that has led, to a 
decline in many of the ~ndicators that we should look to 
determine the state of ~merica/s children.' 

I 

This report certairlly tries to pull together the available 
research 'and to put intd a very comprehensive but understandable 

. 1 •format what we know about ch1ldren from zero to three, and then 
to marry that analysis with pragmatic recommendations as to what 
all of us should do in drder to make a start, to. begin to reverse 
the conditions that man~ of our children are facing. 

I hope' that this rJport will serve as a blueprint for our 
institutions in adult sdciety about what our obligations are.and 
what our challenges are ,1 and how best we' can meet,them ...when it 
comes to securing the futures of our very youngest children. 

I am'optimistic thJt it can serve as a blueprint. I am 
optimistic that it can Join the ranks of other reports that have 
preceded it talking aboJt our children, and that we can, working 
together, begin to put ~nto action what all of us know needs to 
be done to support chil~ren and families. 

, I . .. , 

But my optimism is Icertainly tinged with some concern and 
even a trace of pessimism that we will have the political will 
and the institutional fdrtitude to see this through. . . . I ' 

We have in the last! 15 months in Washington. worked very hard 
on a broad agenda, tp b~gin to reverse what we perceive as 
certain of these condit~ons that have undermined the strength of 

http:not-for-prof.It


·1 


~~~l~:~i~~np~~i~~y. ani by so undermining the family; placed our 

'I look out <;tnd I s~e right at this first, table Bill Galston, 
who has worked t1relessly with secretary Riley on the education 
agenda that the Presidertt is promoting. And we have had a 

, remarkable progress at ~his point in being ,able to point to 
accomplishments like Go~ls 2000, and soon we hope the School 'to 
Work transition -- issuJs that I have been associated with in 
various commission repotts that David referred to earlier. 

J. " 

~o we at least havJ legislation to show for that 

achievement. Now, the great task of implementing that 

legislation lies before Ius. , . 


. ,We were successful lin beginning to reverse the onerous 
burden that has been placed on families that are working that are 
in poverty through our t.ax system. Probably one of the most 

• I '.remarkable accompl1shments that very few Amer1cans know about was 
the passage in the budg~t last year of the earned income tax 
credit. And throughout that debate the'President kept saying 
over and over again, we are not going to continue to penalize 

'working families. What kind of message do we send. when we put 
our families at risk and actually provide disincentives for them 
to care for their own cBildren through the tax system. '. . 

,The earned income Jax credit will mean, as of, Friday, when 
tax'returns are filed, that 17 percent of Americq.n,families will 
p~y less taxes a~d will Ihave more of an opportunity to begin . 
making decisions for themselves.' . 

And 'the vast majorJty of Americans will not see any rise ,in 
their taxes. Many of uS in this room w~ll. But that's only 
fair, given what happen~d in the 1980s. And I think it's a small 
price to pay for trying to provide some way of stabilizing our 
financial situation and beginning to invest in our families and 
children again. 

We have worked verYj hard on other programs like Head Start, 
our immunization efforts. We have seen some accomplishments that 
we have brought about through regulation and better organization. 
But it is still an uphi~l struggle. And it is'in part because we 

• . I .".are locked 1ntO'a debate over false ch01ces that 1S fueled by 
rhetoric that is too ofben politic'ally determined as opposed to 
honestly assessing the rieeds that children and families have, and 
asking what can we do td support our most vulnerable members in 
this society. I 

All through the last several years, we have seen a debate 

that is framed between those who say that they believe that the 

,family bears the entire Iresponsibility and has to show more . 
responsibility, and should not expect much help or assistance 
from any other instituti1on.And the extreme other argument that, 
indeed, all that happen~ to children is society's responsibility, 

, ,. 



.' .. 
and the family is so beleaguered and downtrodden that it cannot 
be expected to exerciselmuch respons~bility on its own. 

That debate fills tthe airways of radio talk shows, fuels the 
rise of organizations aJross the political spectrum, but it is a 
false debate: What starting points demonstrates clearly and what 
is common sense is thatlchildren are raised both by a family and 
a community, .and that every family is part' of some network -- . 
either the presence of ci netw.ork that aff irmatively helps or a 
network that is destruciive to the strength of the family. 

~here was a wonderful, line a few years agb in ~he Catholic 
bishops work on familie~ and children when it said very clearl~ 
that we should stop thelfaults debate that has ,dominated our 
dialogue about family and children's 'policy because children are 
the result of the value~ of both 'their familiea and of th~ larger' 
society. ,. I ' . . 

So then how do we",tihen break through that rhetoric and talk 

honestly with one anoth~r about what we can and should expect


. , I·
from familiesi. how we m'iY better prepare peop~e for the important 

jobs of parenting; how we can make it absolutely blear that 

family responsibilitfes lare the most sacred and precious, ones 

that any of us will ever. have; and that our children need to 

appreciate that and 'ent~r into their families with that sense of 

commitment. 


We do hav~ to talk about values and we have to talk about 

individual and family responsibility. But that is not where. the 

conversation can afford Ito be left .. We then have to go on an say 

what do the institutions of society owe to families so that they 

can fulfill their resporisibilities, and what is every child 

entitled to have as a m~tter of right, to have that child's needs 

met. II ' 

. And if you read this report, you. c~n see that there are some 

things we can do within Ithe legislative process at the federal, 

state or local level. IThere are tasks 'that fall to the business 

and private sector community, tasks which should fall to the 

religious community, the' not-:for-profit sector, tasks that belong 

in the province of the ~edia. Each of us bears responsibility 

for the appalling statis:tical portrait of so, many of our children 

that comes forth in this report. 


, And if we clearly delineate, as' this report does, wh'at the 
problem is, and then we Ispecify what the responsibilities of the 
family and every other itnstitutions are, then we have to be 
willing to commit ourselives to actually seeing action occur. 
That means that Carnegie and many of the not-for-profits 

. I • • ' represented here have t~ ]01n together, leverage your resources, 

work to get a single se~ies of messages out as clearly as 

possible to change the a,tmosphere and the debate about family 

issues. 




It means that we hAve to understand that families have to, 
have certain support sy~tems in order to succeed and, then begin

I ' 
one by one to try to implement those. ' 

, I ' 
I want to talk specifically ~bout health care, because that 

is m~ntioned here, it i~ a prerequisite for much that we can 
accomplish on behalf of lour children~ and it is obviously 
something that we are on the brink of being able to do if we 
exercise the will to dojsO . 

. other speakers, I'm sure, in'the next day and a half will 
talk about the range of lother issues, the economic structure and 
what it currently does to families. ,The average American worker 
is working more hours tbday than has been worked by the American 

• I ••worker Slnce World War ]1. And,that 1S not Just the male 
breadwinner, that is th~ single parent and the dual-parent 
family. We are squeezirlg out time for families by the kind of 
relentless economic pre~sures we are imposing upon our workers. 

Violence is an issJe that perme~tes what we can expect, from 
our families. I have often been in rather heated conversations 
where someone is saying Ithat~ I'm a b,eli7ver in b~g government 
and ,all of that, and I'm say1ng, you~ve Just got 1t wrong, I'm a 
believer in big familie~, big government, big business, big 
everything -- I want it lall to wo:r:k well. (Laughter.) 

, 'And what they saY,to me over ?lnd over again is that it's the 
family's responsibility.1 And I say you tell that to a single 
mother working two shifts, raising her kids, and afraid to let 
them go outside to the park or walk on their way to school. NOW, 
what kind of family is that, and what ,kind of community is that. 
It goes for child· care. I It goes across the 'board with everyone 
of these recommendations. 

. I
But let's just focus on health care for a miriute so you can 

" Iunderstand what we are up against,bec~Use the debate over health 
care is ab~olutely link~d to the false debate over the state of 
the American family and ~hatwe can do to help our children. 

Th~same arguments against exten~ing he~lth care to every 
American were made against social Security and made against 
Medicare. Those two pro;grams took care of elderly Americans. 
But even they' had to'overcome the hurdles of being accused of 
undermining individual r:esponsibility, of making people lax, of 
taki·ngaway the incentiv1e that gets you up to go to work, because 
if you don't work, you w1on't have. health care, or you will be 
destitute in your old ag1e. sam.e arguments" same people, same 
players, 60 and 30 years later. ., 

Now, with health ca,re, we see clearly that there are a 
, I •

multitude of reasons whYI we should have a un1versal health care 
system with particular emphasis on children's needs. But we are 
engaged in,a debate overl whether or not we can afford to do so 



and whether or not we can do so without undermining the quality
Iof the health care we currently have. 

tTh a t 1S·,1n many. waysIf'a a1r ~et .0f quest'10ns 0 as.k But 1t. 
is also a set of questions that ignores the reali~y that affects 
the lives of millions ar'td millions of American children today. ' 

Most of the 40 million uninsured Americans work and have 
children in the home. Most of the 25 million underinsured 
Americans work and havelchildrenin the home. Most of those who 
are on ~edicaidhave children in the ho~e. And everyone of us 
who is insured today ha~ no security that we will have insur·ance 
for ourselves and our ctiildren this time next year at an 
affordable price. Ther~ is no health security for any of us, but 
particularly not for ou~ children. 

I 
. I . 	 , 
And we are paying a very dear price for that. We are paying 

it in the statistics of linfant mortality, low immunization rates 
for our youngest children. We are paying it in the.kind of 
disruption that occurs in the lives of children because of the 
failure for them to recElive ongoing health" care in atim~ly way. 
And we are paying it bedause we are spending more on health care 
than most of our competitors without even covering all of our 
people. ,i 	 '. : 

What we believe we IShOUld do is to have guaranteed private' 
insurance for every Ameljican with a comprehensive set of benefits 
that is aimed at prevention -- at~rting with prenatal care for 
every pregnant woman, mdving through well child care, all the way 
through adolescence, bu~ with particular emphasis on the youngest 
children. I . 

We also believe that if we provide this health cate, we will 
begin to see results, ndt just in better health outcomes for our 
children, but in related accomplishments as well. 

IYou can look atanYf health survey of children in America, 
particularly poor children, and see so many correlations between 
poor academic accomplishments, short attention spans, other kinds 
of issues that on surfad1e are not health issues but are certainly 

. driven by health-related! affects. 

So when we talk ab~ut. this report and when w.e praise it, and 
when you study it, think, about what we are -going to do to make it 

I ' ,
happen. If we do not ha,ve un1versal health care. coverage for 
every American, we will Inot meet the goals of this report. If we 

.. 	 do not have a secure bas1e that makes it absolutely unthinkable 
that every working famil~ will be able to provide for their 
children, it will be ver;y difficult· to stabilize, at-risk families 
so that other institutio~s can support them in the way that this 
report suggests. I . 

This quiet crisis is not so quiet.' We see very loud and 
noisy and uncomfortable ~anifestati~ns because of our collective 



neglect of millions of our children. We see it in our prison 
statistics, we see it ih our violence, we see it in our schools' 
achievement levels, we ~ee it across the board. And there is no 
excuse for it. ' 

But in order to be successful in building the argument about 
what the family should GO and what the society should do, we have 

• • f ' to be comm1tted to see1ng through the changes that are reflected 
here and understanding that we have to change the political and 
cultural atmosphere to~ake this country more receptive to doing 
what we should do for o~r children. " 

This -is going to bl a very tough challenge in the next
I .

couple of years. It was hard to get the budget passed. It was 
hard to get a lot of th~ legislation on the federal level passed. 
We live with this mythi4alidea that we pay more taxes than 
anybody in the world and it's not true. If any of you saw in one 
of the papers this week~nd, you know that we don't even pay any 
more as a percentage of our income than we have for the last 
several decades. 

But we have become convinced that we as a country can't and 
even 'shouldn't do anything to help those who are most at risk. 
It's a ¥ery odd conclus~on to reach in a country that has . 
stretched its hand out ~o many times to so many millions, and 
through intermediary in~titutions and governmental'programs 
created the greatest, br,jlOadest middle class in the history of the 
world. . 

And what we want ndw is to rekindle that American dream by 
providing the support th'at families and children need today. 
Many of us are here as ~. result of both strong, loving, nurturing 
families and programs irt the private and public sector that gave" 
us the opportunities we needed to make the life that we have 
today. 

That is what we want for all ·of our children. But it's 
going to be up to us. I~ is going to be a real test of our will 
and our staying power "to determine wh~ther we actually get the 
job done. I am optimistic, but only because I think this room isl·filled with people who are willing to work to make it happen. 

Thank you very much. (Applause. ) 

END 
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