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- REMARKS| BY THE FIRST LADY
AT SENATE SPOUSES LUNCHEON .

MRS. CLINTON: (in progress) -— you know, I have this
scarf on that I ‘got last year) which I have loved and worn. I‘'m
loocking forward to puttxng my| scarf on and -- (lnaudxble)‘—- readxng

a book. (Laughter Y

I want to thank you all so much for this luncheon and
for all of the support and help that many of you have extended to
Tipper and me over the last year or so. And I'm sort of beginning to
get the hang of this. But I |have, as we all do, much to learn. And.

"I have to confess that one of things that' I only just recently

learned, or else if I knew it, it was pushed out of my mind along
with. everything else, is that I really did thlnk that I had already
flgured out how to do this job

And every day that goes by, I'm reminded that it is a
job that has no easy def;nxtlons, like the 'lives that all of you
lead. And sxttxng here llstenlng to all the wonderful qudtes from
the women who have been in this position before is immensely
reagsuring, because all of us, whether the wife of a senator or the
wife of a president, all of us as women are trylng to figure out how
to live our own lives with lntegrlty in a way that is, approprlate to
our own interests and needs and hopes and aspirations. And so it is
gsomething that you have to keep reminding yourself about. And every
time I hear one of these guotes -- ‘I'm taklng the program home with
me -- I°11 be able to do that. :

‘ I want to thani all of you for this glorious room and’
for thetlunbheon._ And I particularly want to thank Jean and Wanda
for the gift of the -- (inaudible) -- and the gift of this painting,
because it‘s so meaningfulttone-that you. would take your time and do

- that for me. I‘m very appreciative.

I just wanted to sey one brief thing about where we are
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and what ‘we're tryxng to do in| our country, because I have been very
prxvxleged in the last year to; travel to many of your states. "I've
actually spent more time with your husbands than I‘ve gotten to spend

~ with you often times goxng place to place or on long airplane rides.

And contrary to what is.usually portrayed in the press
and in the popular culture, we aré blessed with a group of very
dedicated people in the. Unlte% States Congress who are: supported by
very caring and concerned spouses and family members who are trying
to do what they bel;eve is right for our country. I see it over and
over agaln. o . : . . .

And there are areas of disagreement and difference, but

" - the overail feeling that I taﬁe away from the last 15 months is the

great encouragement and opt1m+sm despite how difficult the times are.
We’'ve always faced difficult Flmes in our country. And we’ve always
- (lnaudlble) -- been subjected to .all kinds of criticism and
skepticism. ‘I think that probably goes with the terrltory.‘ And lt s
something about our entire. polltical system that is rooted in a
healthy skepticism. But it is sometimes difficult to take when you
see people that you love and Eare about working as hard as all of you
do, and as our husbands do.

Butvif you have |the perspective that I have been
privileged to have, I think you would share my great confidence that
we are really movxng in the right dlrectlon, and that there’s --
(lnaudlble) - doxng together.'V

And I've also been very: perlleged to see people who'

will believe that we can solve their problems; ‘who believe that the.

President and the Congress working together are going to actually
make a difference for the 'good in their lives. And that, too, 'is
very encourag;ng because we need people to believe that we can do.
things for them and that we can do those- thlngs together.

So it’s been a very hectic and very Lnterestlng == that
old Chinese curse -- if you witness interesting times —- been a very
interesting time for me since I have come to Washington. And I have
been very supported -- {inaudible) ~~ many of you in this room who
have reached out to me with phone .calls, with notes, with small
tokens, with prayers. And II'm just extremely grateful to every one
of you.

But I do have a confession to make that I will make now.
And that is, I'fotally‘forggt about the luncheon I owed you last
June. It just totally escaped me. And I feel like a friend of mine
who one time had her Chlld in a car seat and rather than unhooklng
the child from the car seat just grabbed the whole car seat and ran
into the store to ‘get what she needed; then ran back; put the carseat
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on the hood of the car; opened'the car door; got in it; and began to
drive away -- forgetting to pdt the carseat in the car’s seat. And
she told me before, she said, |I can‘t believe I did that. .Well,
that‘s the way about I feel about this. I can’t believe it.

So we‘re going to have the most spectacular lunch in the
next few months. And we're gqing to have a great time and spend some
more time together. And I will really look forward to that, 'because

I must tell you that the support that I have received -- women
_throughout Washington and alljover the country has been just so --
{inaudible) -~ for me. -But iF's because I think that all of us,
regardless of our age are living through a time of transition --
{inaudible) -- and are looking to each other to help provide some
guidance and support about ho&lwe do define ourselves in a very
different world from the one that our mothers, our grandmothers, and
== {inaudible) =~ before them lived in.

So I really do believe they're’all in this together.

And it is very gratifying to %e to find so many talented, lovihg»-f
(inaudible) -- in it with.me.! Thank you all very much. (Applause.)

END

MORE




