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",of the Press secretary
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For ,'Immediate April 26, 1994 

I , 

KEY:NqirE ADDRESS ,BY THE FIRST LADY, 
I AT SCRIPPS COLLEGE 
I 

, )' ! 	 i 
Thank you: s'o much. I, am very honored by this 

presentation andth~ receipt- of this medal, and, I feel doubly 
honored to have i;t presented to me by, Ellen' Ravel Eckis. It' 

,i is so fitting 'and, tquching to me that a gr'aduate of the first' 
class wO,:!ld: behe;re! in aver.y tangib:fe, way to correct all the' 

! generations of wo;meri who have papsed tbrough Scripps College" 
~ and I "want to' thankl you, for ,honoring me in that way" " 

, 	 " 
, I I ' ' 

" ,I: am 'al'sol hondr~d and 'delighted' to beher~at 
scr~pps 'w,l'th my g:oo~fr'iend,'your( p::esident, ,Nancy Bekavac. 
It ,1S such a swee:t, pleasure to, be ,W1th someone whom you" have 

,known for as many: y~ars"as Nancy am;), I have ',kllown, each other. 
We have sat for man¥ tio~r~ amidst great discus~lonsabout all 
'the' unresolved issues of the day ,and we have traded ide'as 
about what books,orl poetry needs to be read to'open one's , 

Imihd. The last tim~ r,saw her was when sh,espent the night, 
with us at, thewh;ite House., My husband and ,I we,re fully, ' 

"., 
~\ , ",

immersed :i,nwa:tch:in~ the' Nati,onal Col,legiate A1;hletic 
, ' 'Association Basketball Tourn~ment,and we didn't get as much 

of 'a visit in as ,I wO,uld have liked, ,except in between " , 
,commercials and o:ther such, interruptions of the main bus~ness 
of the evening. i 

I 

: i ' 	 , ' 
But I hbpe all of you know, and I,'m sure you ,did, 

bas~ci on the alum1nil an(j trustees arid friends, of , Scripps ,as 
, ,I. 	 "" 

I 	 well, as students rhom I met today, how very fortunate you are 
to have' a woman 'o,f buch -vision 'and commitment as your ' 
p:r;esident. in thisi t~me of, ch~nge for w.6men' s colleges.l, I t'm 
very pleased for Scripps. I also warit tbthank Martha 
Hammer, the chairi 'o~theBoardof Tr,us~ees. 

I ,'want ,to; r~cognize Diane Bar, who is involved in 
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,~,. student governmen~, and still' finds ,time for' ,biophYE3~cs and 
,- other such academ'1c endeavors", and, I want, a'lso, to 
'acknowledge Miche!lle Malted.s, who 'Will speak at 'commencement 

in a few w~eks. I, have a special bond~ith Michelle, because 
many ~ many years ago, ,before most of you were born,,' I was the 
first student spe~ker at, 'a Wellesley, commencement·. '.­

And it'~as a rather ~n~sual event bec~u~e thereh~d 
nev~rbeen a stud/ant spe'aker before. There has' been evei'y 
yea~ sirice, and none ot us, especially me, knew what to 

. r I, . • .
exp'ect. " But we s:truggled through tha,t 1n 1969. And I am 

• I ~. '.". .' , • I. <" .. sure that M;Lchell¢'s words w111 II,lake a,last1ng 1mpre~s10n on 
all ,of you ~ince~ a~ ~onfident,mine did not,since we were' 
'still'so bewJlde:r:,E=d,'by'the fact we were doing, it, which was 
'our major accomplishment 'of having convinced the' 
administratiqn.' ' . , " . . 

, " ' You ,kno}v" to be honored bya women's, college and in 
the name of iuqh ~ remark~ble woman, Ellen Browhing Scripps, 
is, very· importantl.to me. " I'm. a big· belieyer ,in. ,women's ,', 
colleges. 'I feel. gratefril that I made the choice'to attend a 
woman's college~ ~nd especially inth~ last 15 br ~b months 

,since'my husband. has been president., I have become even more 
interested in th~'lives of w,omen who have' broken th,e'paths ' 
that many qf uS,trod today.

• ~ I .. ." 

'. ,1 I ,.'. "', . " .

'We 11vel1n a t1mew1th a very· short memory, and all 
too' often we forg~t 'the: sacrifices, the'examples .of women' 
like Ms. Scr ipps, I who were theJte l,ong before we w,ere. ' And I 
think it ,is ,goodror ,us to stop ,and remembe,rthe Jc.ind of, 
sacrifices and thbkind of examples that they have set. And 
I'want to'talk about two such women: Ms. Scripps and Eleanor 
Roosevelt.' I ' ' , 

Before I' left ,Washington, I received aletter'from' 
,a womariwho serv~s in· the whfte Hous~counsel's Off~ce and:is 
'a Sbripps grad~ate. A woman named Beth ~ol~n.· She wrote to 
~e ,to~saYI "1 seel you are aCgepeing tha first annual Ellen 
Browning Scripps Meda'lonApril 26., ;You will se,ewhat a 
special place Spr~pps is. ' ' ' , ; 

; , "You won't be able to see its founder~,' sO 1 thought 
you might like to:~ead what was ~aidof Ellen Browning " 
Scripps in' 1952, On the 25th anniversary of scripps College.,

I, •••. ," • .
'Her mqnner .was ,mfrked by ~the 's1mpl1c1ty and d1rectness, " 
characteristic of, all people concerned with important matters 

f ' """ -, ' .' ". ' .") , W1 th no shadow ofi pretense' or w1sh to 1mpress. ' She asked 
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concrete question:s and ,made forthright comments whose meaning:' 
was unmistakable~ 

I rem~mper no hint,of a desire ~o justify or 
explain. ~he world, was imperfect, but orietook,it~s i~ ~as' 

• 	 I ' " and d1d~he best one could., Ivory towers were not,for her~ 
Sha was; first of all, a worker"concerne~ with the. things, 
that 'could he done.' If ,the task was difficult, all the more 
'reason forgetting on with ,it. I 	 ',II 

In her talk', there were' no II if, onlYs.'" What a 
wonderful thing t~ say about anyone" but particularly a 'woman '. 
ofher.generation ,who broke new ground as she tried to live, 
her life,' n6t wavin~ flags and'banners, but makingdecisi6ns 
,that were right ff:>r her,. And in doing so, attempted to live 

~,a life o~ int~gri~y an4 ~ompletene~s. You know,tbe stories 
, about Bet"pioneering work, he~ phila~thropy, and her ~ocial 
a6tivism. S6mecink once described her as having the h~art cif 

" ~ r, .• . . ' 	 1 ' 

a nurse and the cpurage,of an astronaut.' 	 " 

I 	 I like ;that~ Because in today's world, we too" 
"often fall back on' stereotypes. One ,can eitherhave the ' \ 

heart 'of a~nurs~ ~rthe £ourage of an astronaut~ But in 
today's world of soundbytes and efforts to c~t~go~ize peQple, 
holding ~n one pl~ce, the often cont~~dictory features of a 
wh61e life, become~ ~,real challen~e;' ; 

I 

~h~re ,w~s ~nother woman like that ~hom I admire. 
El,eanor Rooseveltl., And .in the last months I 'had, imaginary 
conversations witp her in, my head. Ihave,'said,to'her, "Oh 
my goodness gracipus" what do I' do. now? "',,' And she has repl'ied 
ba'ck,," "Well, you ,just, get on with it, of course." And I have 
read her ,columns~nd her autobiography. , I have read about I 

her. And I see the same, qualities that we honor in Ms,. , 
sciipps~'} I ,see the qualities often contradictory at first 
glance, but whie:h working together, , made a whole life..

' , ,J ' 	 , 

, ,As I 'io~k out at this audience:primarily of, young 
women~' althoughI~m surether~ are,yourig,men somewhere in the 
,bac~ beyond my ga~e, 'I kno~ ho& diffic41t ~nd challenging, it 

:v 	
is for young peop;le today to' make sense Qften of the 'world in 
which we,find our~elves, as each of us as individuals seek to 
balance the different, roles that we have, and 'even \that we 
encounter, as we m~ve through our Iives. There \ias no ' 
confusion in Ms. Scripps' mind about what: constituted, a 
mean'ingful lif~. ! ' . ~, /' 
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She knew it was'important the"take care of herself 
and her, family., ,To that end, she became a' successful, 
entrepreneur and businesswoman. But she also knew it was 
important to give: t.o others. And'to that end, she never 
stopped st'anding' ;l,lP for her beliefs; whether it was,' woman 
suffrage or. socia:l justice, or contributing gene~ously to 
enrich the lives ,of her fellow citizens. ' 

, . , I.,' , , ,.' . '/ 

, :So her :life was really an exceptiomH example of 
that sometimes el,usive balance we strive for between, lime II and 
"we," betwe~n:o~~rights and ~xpectations as'ihdividu~ls, and 

), our obligati,onstb the'larger community,. Too ofteritodaywe ' 
forget what it me;ansto be a'member, of ,a community. ,We focus 
so much energy, on: ourselves t,hat we forget we are ,all,' 
.interdependent an'd interrelated., And w~ ,forget that if we 
subordinate the n'~eds of the larger community' for ,too long,' 

,we often end ,up h~rting o:r stunting ourselves as, individual~. 

,I have ,seen' the many challenges that young peop,le 
are 'facihgtoday., And I have seen particularly the concerns 
'that many young women bring 'as they look ahead to the, future", 
about how they wi'!'L cqrve out, their own ,l,ives, how they will 

.' 	 ' make sense of tf?e' ,many demands they fac~. And that',s why'I 
'go back ,and read :about the lives of women ,who came before,. , 
Wom~n who orten m!ade choice~ that required the confidence and 
the cOurage, and ~he hopefulness that Ms. Sc~i~psa~cribed to 
this college" ,whe;re there were no guarantees about the 
choices ,that i were: 'made.',' " " 

, 	 L ' 
There i's no recipe book, there is' no road, map for' 

one's life. Each! decision;, everyday, has to be made in ,the 
, '," 	 '"

'best way y,Ou knowi 'how ,and then that decision built on. ' 
Nancy and I were ttalking before we came over, about','how , 
'strange it would have been i~ allthoseyearsag~ at Yale taw 
School, 'someone h~d said, "Well, where do you think you will. ' 
b~ in Apri,lof 19i947" ,"I' ' 

" 	 " A~d she! had s'aid with any kind of conf,idence,' "Oh" 
, 	 I will ,be the ,pre:sident ,of Scripps College." And I have 

said""Oh, (laugh:ter) ,this boy I just met from Arkansas will 
be p'resident." (A'pplause~)' You know, lifedoesn', t' worktha,t 

,way. And that's ;good that it doesn't. 	 ' 
. .', !', 'I 

"Insteadi, what we talked 'about was how we were going 
to make the decls~on~ that. confronted us .. What kind ~fjobs 
we were going' 'to itak,e; what 'kind of friends and r'elationships 
we would, hav~; ho~'we would continue to expand our mind:and 
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be .open the world arbund 'us;, howw~ would, avoid,' ever being 
I 	 walled off by the meritocracy that has liftedupyo~ng women 

and men like ourS,elves because, through whatever ,combination 
of luck and fort~ne and ,parentinq and herit~ge, we ~er~able ­
totak~ advantag~cof theg~e~t ~ichness of firie ed~cations 
and all',tha't Ame:r:ica 'has to offer. ,; " 

,', . 

'i '. ,. • . ". I

How we Iwould aVOId becdmIngdesensItlzed to the 
pain of qthers,. !How wew'ould understand, as Ms . Scripps,' 
uhderstobd,\ ~s ~~eanor R6dseVelt und~rsi60~, that we had 

, 	 " continuing obl'ig~ti-ons to the 'larger world." How we knew that 
,anywhere~~lny6neiwasdiminished, in' spmeway diminishe'd us .. , 
Those were the1:~ings that we kept talking about., 

There' v,iasnot 'road ,map forlifethe,re ~ ,but there 
was Ithe st'uff of :what makes a·life.' All 'of the 'individual' 
choice~ ari4 c~ai~enges ~hatcome to each ofu~. Intoda~i~ 
world, vi,;e too' oft;enshort circuitthat process. ,There's too 
much criticism, t'oo many easy answers, 'and we find ourselves 
\often off'balance:, as we try to f·ind balance." 

I look ~ack now in the iast' 25 yearsj ~nd think 
about the choic~s ~y women 'fiiends have made. I ha~e friends 
who 'are li~ing v~ry ~uc~ ~ike my ~other li~~d. They are; 
'full~time ho_emakers, full-time mothers volunteering in, their 
cOIl1muni ties. " : " 

L 

'Arid if ~hei feel good abo~t theirchdic~s~ then 
they are 'living the: Iivesthey 'were meant' to 'live', ,with " 
integri ty and, exdellence. (Applause.), ,~nd I have' friends. 
who never marrie~. H~ve not yet ,h~d children, altho~gh that 
becomes an increaising possibility as, the years go by unlike', 
the past~' an~WhC» have deV''?ted themselves to one career, or ' 
,m~ny ,takIng JOY a;nd enthu~~asm out ,of everywhere theY.'ve 
lIved, everywher~ they've worked, every challenge they've met 
and cohfrdnted. ~nd i,f they 'are satisfied, and lived their' 
lives.with integriity", thenth~t is the right cho',ice for them . 

. (A8plause. ) \. ' . 	 ' 

Most 'of:' us struggl~d to balance family and' work at 
,di'fferent point's iin our lives'~ I, have friends who have had' 

, • / I I' • I • • .'", 	 ",

theIr chIldren In their'20s. And by the tIme they are In 
their late'30s and 4Di,' are embarked on a whole 'new ~et:of 
l,iie ,~xperiences.' I have frlends 'who have had their careers 

" 

in their 20s and their ~Os and'started h~vingchildren,in 
th~ir 40s. All d[f~erent combination of possibilitiei~that

I 	 ' , 
are now ,open ,to wpmen. 
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• A'nd'\the only thing that' is' holding women bac}( from 
: realizing .theirfull'potential is their own ,insecurity about J, 

. the choices they:make in their own lives', and, their , 
unwillin~ness to:li~t~n ,to the silen~,voice' inside themselves 

.which tells·themlwhat ~s the right decision for them, and not 
the siren calls of'either praise or cOndemnation that come 
f:tom the out~ide~ .' , 

_ The re~l (applause) -- the real opporturiity that 
exists for all of us, .and this is ~ne of the great gifts of', 

'being'a woman' t04ay in our society, is'the 'opportunity we 
have ,to make the::choices that are right for us, and to know 
th~t the cho~ce ~o,u' make at 20rqay be different \than\! the, 
choice you make Cj.t 30,. or 40, or 5'0, or, 6Q," or 70', or as the 
wO,manI met in 'trye receiving line earlier ; at 90,1' who, was 
talking to me a~qNa~cyl ~bout something, yet knew she~was 

, ,intending, to do.: , ' ' ., \. ' . . ',' 
. j " , • .' 

You .have that opportunity'today. And what ,I hope, 
\ 

is that,'o~ce and ,for all, we,qan break free of the 
, stereotypes thatiimprisoh women and their ~6t~ntial/-that ' 

",tell them the chqices they made are ndt right because they 
~re notr~ght ini~omebody else'~ eyes~' And th~t w~ respe6t 

"the cho.ices women make, arid support those choices, giving ; 
each other ~he nJrturirig ~nd the'love and the fri~ndship that 
e~able all of us~to listen to that internal voice and' t~ 
pUl;"sue th,e d'irec~ion it g,ives. ' 

I' 

-I'm often asked if what.I·~m doing in,wa~hington 
creates a ne~'role model for First Ladies. And I always say, 
I-'don it want to breate any new stereotype. ,I want to free 
women to live, aCbording to-their Own· needs and desires. I do' 
not wa'nt to' creat.e anew category that anyone'· after me. must 
,som~how tit {ntd~ , I want all ~omen tObe'given the,respect 
they deserve to ~ave for the choi.c~s may make. (Applau'se.) 

I 

, I 


, .' And wh~t, I hope (appl?use) -..;. what I hope is that 
when y6u go out ~nto this 60mplicate~, 60mpeti~ive ~orld,that 
awaits, whether ~t's, this year or the next 'or the year after 
that; Ihop~ you~ e~periences here, your fiiendships here, 
will serve as a guidefoz:- your. own interna'l voice'. And I .' 

.also hope: that, like Miss Scripps and.like Eleanor E-oosevelt, 
you' leave, scripps! with' an obligation' not only to yourself, , 
but'''to the', largeri:community. 

, l ', 
," I . I -. • 

, ,I've s9id before that 'the Amerl.can dream: l.S an 
intergenerationaI compact,. or as someone' onC::,e said, '''One 
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, I.," . 
; generation is ,supposed tb le~v~ the ~ey,under the ~at for the 
,next. We rep"ay, 9ur parent~ 'for their love, in, the love 'Yle' '" 
giv~,to qhildren 7 And ,wer'epay our society for· the, ' , ' 
opportunities we~~re given by,expanding opportunities granted 
,others ~, We need,: that sense of fntergenerational, commitment 
,as we face the Pfoblems confronting America. ' 

, 'I r . ' , " , ~ 

'Yes, we want to make sure that America's safer by 
tackling, the proble'm (;)'f crime, that America's healthier by 
m~king sure every American is guaranteed healthins~rance 
coverage. (Applailise.), ~e :want to end, ,welfare as' we' know it 

.". , I '. '." • ' " ,and InstIll opportunltles and Independence and generatIons of' 
,women and their J:hiidreh., (Applause.) .'We, 'want to improve' ' 
our ec6nomy sd t~~t there are'jobs available for all wh6 will 
work and an oppottunityto advance, 'and realize the ,American 

. t', '. ".',, ­dream. i ' , , 
'\ , 'f' . ,I'>" 

" We' want 'to extend educational opportunity to 
,children~n~matt~r.w~ere ~hey live .. W~want to be ,sure that 
the dr~~m that e~~bled e~er~Qne of,ustobein this , 
"auditorium today Iis kept alive, and, enhanced, for, gel!7ra~ions' 
:to, come. ,And, th~ surest way of dOIng that IS by, 'bUIldIng men 

.' 

,',and women who, with the kind of copf id~nt:e, courage ahd hope 

,that we all n'eed Iface their responsibilities as ci:tizens" as 


'parents, 'as worke1:"s, as volunteers because, 'there is rio single 

.way to find that!balariciebetween~me~ and'"we". . I 

But,th~re are'so'man~,excitfrig paths out ..there. 
(Tape cutOff, temporarily.) ,And, you know, ,as my, great 

, I, .' . '. .'mentor, Eleanor Roosev~lt saId, ."Far better to lIght a candle 
than curse the darkness.. I~ (Applause,)' And I 've never had 
the opportunity. ~o addr,ess anybody in the dark,. before, 

, r. (Laughter.), . ; 
I , , 

, , 

But' t am sure, that for all', of, us,, ,this' wi'llbe . a 
memorable, occasion. And'I 'only hope that someone somewhere 
is, ,try i:Qg: f ig~re Iou~, how to' throw the current back on, 
because I don/t want all of you to nave to sithere'iri the,' 

, , 'I " ,
dark'for too long, 

, I , 
" 

But I do want to make'sure that 'all of you know 
tD-at as you gath~r ,in 'settings: like ,this in this glorious 
auditorium~ evenithough I, know we Mere briginally meant to be' 
outside, thE;re is such a',feelJng that 'I sensefrom'the l young 
women Tmet and, ,~hat 'r had 'a chance to talk briefly to, about" 
what ~ special place<Scripps, i:s, 'and really all 'of, the' 

'~colleges 'h~re in ;this glorious, beautiful spot. " (Applause',),:,. 
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" J , ' And it would be yery hard not to be grateful' 
everyday for all~ that we have if you were. to wake. up and 
teach here', or w.ork here, or go.to school here, and to make 

. gratitude 'alm0s~ a discipline in one's lif~ for all that'is 
around. . : . ," . . ' 

. Maybe ~ne 6f th~ roots for bes~'nurturingthat 
internal·v6ice that can speak if Onelisterisbecause if you 
think about al'l !of the various aspects.. that go' into making a­
life,' famiiy arid. faith, work ;and sefv~ce,there is .so. much to 

. be' grateful. for. . And I ,am 'reminded often of the kinds of . 
challenge's ~ that :'t;he women, and meriwho 'have .gone before have ~ 

l' faced; but I,am lalso constantly confronted by the challenges' 
.that men and wom~nface today~ The ives' of heroic courage. 
tha:t"they i i ve ~ : ',' . 

.' Andan:y tJm'e any' one of us feels beleaguered or 
disappointed, . thtink about the lives. of people you know who 
s'i.lffer se.tbacks 'arid disappointments, ill,nesses ,tragedies II 

and how so many pf them H~arh ways, of going through their 
,rives with 'joy despite whatever has' happened to ,them. 

, . .,' i· . . .' .' , . 

• 
sokee'ping in minci·'the -'e¥amples froin the. past, 

keeping in, mind ;the faces of those whom, we all know, and 
'recognizin~\~he~ourage tha~ .it d6es~ta~~, to li~e ~n~ life 

fullY and well~ ~ wish each bf' you GQdspeed:on your own 
life's.journey.: Thank you very ,much. 
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