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MS. CLINTON': Thank yeu all. . I am delighted to. be 

her~.I/~ delighte~to have the chance to.. com~ 'talk abeut' 


<. !. ' .' •.health care, .but I'm Just'del1ghted to be 'ln astere. It 
·'sounds funny but evien when my husband was' Governer ,I'd go. 'to. ' 
the stere and I'fel:t like a. normal person,. 'My daughter and I 
weuld go :up and dev/n, the' aisles and we'd buy things, and we'd 
take it home and ce~ek it. (" , 

. , You have ine idea:-- I know this, seunds funny I" t ' '.,' . ' 
~specially,for the ,women in the· audience 'i-- that yeu.would , 
ever miss going to. <the stere,,' buying' things, taking them home .' 

,iandcooking them, 'put trust me,you weuld .. So. 'I-'mglad ,to. 'be 
here arid'! hepe I'll have tim~ to ~et a li£tle sh6pping in 

· before I leave if that's okay witheverybedy~ 
, 

I want td :thank Mr. Denald fer beinghere:with us 
·and fer the supper~ that Saf~way haslgiven fo health'dare, to. 
.itsempleyees, and ;to this effett te,·try tobring"health care 
'reform tottle entire ceuntry. '. I want to t,hank Mr. Dougherty 

because UFCW haS b~en a, le~der in makings'ure that werkers 
I" 

were pretected so that theyceuld have the healttl care .' 

benefits that we h~ard Mr. Michener talk abeut, that they 

didn't hare_to w6r~y about whatniight happen to their' . 

children or them~e~ves' because they kn~~they ~euldbe, taken 

care ef.' I'm grate,ful that there's been this. kind ef , " 

partnership between this company and .thi~ uriieneverthese 

year's. which hasre~ulted in these ,health care benefits. 


\. , Iwant't~ t.hank·mY·f:r:iend, Eleaner HoImes.Nerten, 

for being here and jfer being such' a great leader on, the " , 

issues that matter to . the Distr;ict and really to. the ·co"untry. 


. . '." \ .'. " (' . 

, I want tqteil you two. st.orieswhiqh" for me, help 
· explain' why we neeq· health ca're ret:ermand what it will de", 
how.it will'work, and why it',s impert;:.antthat people all 'ever 

, '1 ' "" • .the· country let me~bers of Cengress knew. that' new, 1S the, ' 
. , , ., . .'.. l . 
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ti'me. 

. 'People. ha:ve\trie.d to get national 'health care· 
reform for many ye?;nL.', When Franklin'Roqseveltwas. . 
President, he really thought that health security would be" . 
the second part of\~ocial s~curitYI brit'he nevet cbuld .get 
that done. " When· Pr:esident TrUJ;nan' was President, he worked 
very, hard. two diffe'rent times to try to ·conv'ince the Congress 
to pas~ riational he~lth ~are. Both,timeshe'was beat~n ~y, 
those 9r9ups ,that were against giving everybody hea~th ,care . 

. , . 

. Presiden~'Eisenhower ran. into some of the same 
prob,1ems. Presi<;ien;ts Kennedy and' Johnson worked 'very hard 
until finally we , to do something which I think aswe're ,able a 
couT;ltry. we should bi7 very proud of and that was: l?assed .' 
Medlcare so at leas,t people over 65 had some baslcsecurlty 
about their health ,'care'needs. i ' . 

But we've' never, as a country,' been able to do what 
sci many other ·count'ries. ,we comp~te with around the w'orld ':il1 , 
EUi::,ope, . in Asia ,an~ .north to Canada have . been able to, do .and 
that is to guarante~ ever~,ci~izen the tight to health care' 
when' they need it .. ' I think it' is' high time that America, the 

'. ",1 \ ' '. '., 

greatest countrYln,. the world,make good on that. promlse to 
ou~ o~n people herea~ ~ome. .. 

, , 

Letcie'~e~l you thes~ two storie~. Let's imagine 
that in addition tol:this wonderful st,orehere, thereis' an:' 
other store. jus',t 'life it with all of the produce ,and all, ,of, 
the pr;oducts and th,e. good smells. coming' from the. bakery, but 
,rt doesn't provide any health care benef i tsto i tsworkers. 
Letis compare these l two stores. 

; 
, I 

\ This one ;store, which as I look, around, y.ou could 
e.at off the· floor, jtheworkers here are working .very hard, 'I 
cantell't~at. I k~ow,the' kind of efforts that you make to 
runari pperation like this 7 days.'a week, 24 hours· a day t6' 
take care oi your c6stomers, and satisfy them. In drder .to do 
·that." you, -rea1ly hatveto work a: little' bit harder because in' 
addition to your wages, you get,something.that this other I 

store just likethi1=> doesn't provide, namely., ~ealtp'care 
benefits. . ' \ , 

. I • , . ~ " . ,.. ' 

As both Mr. Donald and Mr. Dougherty pOlnted out, 
,you, have fought ha;r~ to get those benefits with the resu,lt 
that you have them find you are insured, ,but you are pay ing , 
for.the. workers at'thE! other store'who are not insured. This.

I . . 
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debate about health1care, is not just about those who 'are' . 
uninsured; it· is about, the future for health care b~nefits 'of 
cHI of. us who are ,ihsured because everytime somebody at that 
other store gets si,ck, or, has ariaccident,,'they ,go to the~' ,I 

, hospital' or the doc;tor ~nd, thank goodness,. they' do eventually 
,get 'taken car~ ofip ou~ cduntry, but if they can'~ pay~ and 

if their employerh~sn't contributed, ~henguess,who ~ays?


I ' , ' " .
You do and Safeway does. ' , ~ , 

, i -' ,I 

" 

. Part o~ t~e.r~ason why health c~re is such ary. , 

l.mportant economl.c, ,l.ssue for our country 1S that for too' . 


, l~:mg, those of us,wpo have been insured have paidhiglJ,er. and 

~igher premiums,ha~e giveh up wage increases so ihat,,1 , 


" ,premiums ,could be paid for beBefits, 'be~ause, other people who 

are ,co'mpeting ~with, ¥ou 'have," not paid" for healt'h insurance. 
y6~ he~rd what Mr~bonalds~id/this~i~a company ~hat·ha~. 
tried to doright".workingwi.th theunion, but at a.certain"; 
point, you cah!t ke~p ~iving benefits 'that 'you're not only 
giving to your em~l~yees, but indire6tiy pay{ng for other 
people without .stariting to lose business: '\, ,'. 

1 • ' • 

'wen~wha~ea higher percentage of workers in 
America who are uninsured than we've ever·had. We have! 

" nearly' 40 million ~~er.ica:ns w~o a:r~ urlins~r~~ an~' every month 
. that ~oes by more l.nsured people los~ the1r lnsurance. Some ,. 
of the r~a~on for that.is becatis~. all ,ofthepeople~ho are 

• ~ , • • ·1 ' • , •.
,un1.nsured are r1.d1.ng on t'he, costs that 'yo,! pCl.Y~

i ' 

Part of what,the-pr~si~entwants to ~o is level'the 
playing fi~'ld·.. :i: w~nt you to be able' to compete on how good 
a job, you do, whatddnd of products you sell.· ,It' is riot fair 

. for you- to 'be competing with one hand tied behind your back " 

against companies that don't provide health 'benefits and 'you 

essentially' pay,for~ th~ir workers. It is time every~ody 

paid. , , . , 


You'know,; all these folks who; saY.theycan~t affo~d 
it, well, w,e're going' to help them .. If theygenuin'ely can't 

'afford it, t1:;leY'll get dis'counts,'tl1ey will get the lowest', 

price ~lVail'able becaus~ they w.ill b.e able to pool their' 

purchasing power an(j be able to buy insuranc~ at an., . 

affordable cost,bu~ you a1,1 are 'affording' it, Safew,ay is 

opening it~ doors 2~ hours a daYi, 7'days a'w~ek, and yo~ 

providE? health 'insurance., It. is. time we sa,id that everyi:?0dy 

:should share 'respori~ibilify., It is not ~air, either that ybu 

, who, are insured are; paying for the insurance of other~, and 
it is not fair that you who are insured and those who are, 

. " I , '.~ , , 
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uninsured and working are 'paying taxes for people ,on w'elfare 
to nave, benefits that they don't have themselves'. It is tim~ 
eVery American h~~ the' same right to healthcate benefi~s.' 

r 

That'g th~ eC~homics of it; that's 60~it will 
,work. If everybody is .ins~red, everybod~'s~ric~sactually 
can go ,down and everybody ,wi11 be taken care of. ,That's a ' 
real important ~ea~on ~hy we'~edoirigthisbec~u.e , . 
economic~lly, i~'s th~ smart thing to de and it will 'reward 
60mpanl.s th~thav~ ~lready paid the, pricie f6r he~lth,~are. 

; . \' 

,I 

But, you: know,' there is ,another reason ,why we need 
to do that and that's because.it' s ju'st the' right thing bj 

'do. You know? : You alII have heard' of, the, do right rule; 
Well, the do right rule applies to ~ealthcare. ,I want to 
t~ll you my' second:stoty t6illustrat~ thi~.: . 

, , 

I ~e~~ntiy gave a speech here in Washington and as 
I I was, leaving.a man grabbed my hand and he said,' Iwai)t to 

t.ll you why I am k;uch a supporter of what,you"re trying to, 
,do. He ,said, I've aiways h~d ,good. insurance, I've never had 

to worry:about it, ;'I"ve always worked fQr peopl~ who helped 
pay for ~t, but" h~ said-,a woman, in my office, 'a secretary~ 

. • I ." • .".'had two grandchl.ldren and those twograndchl.ldren, ll.veq wl.th 
their parent~ in ,the sameh6use -~ they were ~ll relate~-­
and ofie of the chiidren'~family work~dand had insur~nce; 
,the other worked but did'not'have, insurance. 

, ," 
Both of ~hese ,children' came down with meningitis. 

Ohe o£ them was taken to the hospital ahd because she had 
insurance; she was!admitted-, and, she was there for a 'couple of 
, I" , , '. .
days' and had all of the help that ,she needed~ rectivered,went 
,back home. The other chi Id showed up at the' same'hespital in' 
the emergency" r06mlpec~use, you know, . when you don't ,have \' 

l ,. 
'insur~n6e,that/s your doctor'-- you ,don't have a doctbr, you 
go to the emergency room. She waited and someb'ody f,inally, , 
l:ooked at her but she ,didn't have insurance, so they gave ,he'r

! . . . '. . 

some Baby Tylenol ,ahdthey sent her .on home. Just about the . 
time that her cousin !was getting oU,t,: of' the hospital, she 
died. 

Ijve'hea~d a lot of people ,talk about how ~e cannot 
afford iIisur,an~'e £or everybody and r've heard, people, 'say, you 

'know, all :this stuff that ;the C,lintons are saying" tn-at 
doesn ',t, really happen, 'everybogy gets' taken' care of. Well" 
let me tell you soptethir:tg. If'you are uninsured in Amer'ica, 
eve~ if it's just tem~orary, you"re just betw~en ,jobs, or 'your 

:,' 
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employer dropped yo;u, you,'can get sick and' if' you do ge:t 

'!sick,' you, are thre,e! times more ,likely to die than somebody 
who· isinsure,d who has the same 'problem. This on~ family saw 
it in their own liv~s. ' It is no.t worth ,the life of one ' 
ch~ld, in my opinion, ~or us to be shutting the doors of our 
'. .. ,. I .medlcal faCllltles ~o people because they don't have 
insurance. Everybo:dyshould be ablet6 take care of their 
children, when the''y:need to, reg'ardless of who' they are I where' 

.they wprk.' or,' anyt:h:ing els~ab,outthem. 

, .so we ,nee;dto do this' ,because it's the right thing 
to do for America. i We can only do it if people like you,will 
sta'nd up and say, Tim insured, but I'm tired of,paying the ' . 
bill. . I I m insu:r;ed,: ~I 'm: t~redof 'seeing people ,who are n'ot 

, who are also working hard for' a, living not· get the'medical 
care they need to h'ave to take care of, thems~lve's' and' their 
families. Iwantt:o live, in' a' countr'y where, everybody is ' , 
taken care Of.' Tha!t' s what this, is ,about. We ,can get it 
,dbne~ Let/,s do it,' Let's make it happen here at the 
workplace where eve1rybody can get' 'insured just like you are 
now. 'So help us 'an:d we will be able to, have, health care ' 
reform in America. i 

'Thank you a 11 very, much .. 
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