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MRS. CLINTON: =-- like’ me;to part;01pate in this
o 3‘ S .
I am moved, as I know all of you are, by the
extraordinary commltment that both Mr. Fisher and Mr.
Rockefeller are maklng today. And Itknow that you share my

confidence that with zachary Fisher. commltted to this effort,
as he 1s,ythat it will bear results.

And what| we have w1th thlsiextraordlnary
collaboration is an example of what we need throughout our
society. The abllaty of the government and private citizens
worklng together tp bring to the table the best scientific
minds in our country to attack one of the most troubllng
diseases that affllcts us. i

I would also like to express my greetlngs to the ,
members of the mllltary who are here| including the Secretary
of the Air Force, because they represent the literally
hundreds of thousands ‘'of families who Zachary Fisher has.
touched, along w1th hls wife, over many, many years

“Mr.: Flsher, you’ have served thls country admirably,
and you have ‘done it in.a way that has demonstrated
sensitivity to the[men and women in our nation’s Armed
Forces. And in a sense you are now leadlng an extension of

that battle to once,agaln reach out to men and women and

‘When your'accompllshments were briefly being
lifted, as. you were being introduced, Mr. Fisher turned to

"me, when the Flsher houses were mentloned and said, "That

was one of the ‘best things I ever dld keeplng famllles
together, bringing |families so that they could- take part in

‘helping to care for ‘and heal thelr loved ones."

: I :
This battle agalnst Alzhelmer s ‘is also about
keeplng famllles together, Because thls dlsease, as all of
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L most expensive and least 1nsured illness

are llkely to face.. That is another one of
here in Washington have tried to mobilize

hand in hand with{ the private community

pic and scientific, community to take on’

funding for researéh 1nto Alzhelmer s has
and it is now g01ng to reach $310 million

in 1995. Today nearly half of the budget for the National

Institute on Aglng|

In additi

is dedlcated to A%zhelmer s research.

|
1on to seeking a cure,,the Clinton

admlnlstratlon is, determlned to helpfflnd the causes of the
disease, improve our ability to treat and diagnose it, and
develop the tools %e need to support|family members and ’
communities as they contend with thls disease.

l

The 1nvestment has already begun- to ‘pay leldends.
And I know that the scientists who have been meeting here
have been dlscus51ng what breakthroughe have been occurrlng

. l

A year.ago, SClentlstS conductlng basic research,
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funded by NIH, were able to 1dent1fy a cholesterol-carrying
protein that appears to be ass001ated with Alzheimer’s
disease. The government intends to: follow this up with an
aggressive effort that will certalnly be linked to the work
that is being done at the Rockefeller University Center.

Last September the FDA approved Tacrin (phonetic),
a promising drug, [to treat the sympﬁoms of Alzheimer’s. And
in an example of the efforts in this administration to
expedite the 1nformat10n we receive 'about potentially helpful
-drug treatments, §he approval.for the use of Tacrin was
granted just seven months after the‘drug’s manufacturers

submitted the necessary data to theEFDA.

But we know, and the reasqn we are here, speaks
very ‘loudly to our knowledge that the Federal Government
alone cannot wage |the fight against Alzheimer’s. It will
take the kind of master plan that Mr.. Fisher has referred to.
It will take unleashlng our brightest minds in bringing all
that knowledge to bear. |

; We need [to find ways to delay the onset as we
search for a cure.| The National Instltute on Aging, as you
have already heard estimates that Hf we could just delay the
onset of Alzheimer|’s disease by five years, the country could
save $40 billion Ln medical costs, wages, and lost
productivity to say nothing of the extraordlnary,
immeasurable emotibnal cost that individuals and families
bear. . . |

i
{

There are many, many promising avenues that are now
being explored. But we also need to‘put the flght against
Alzheimer’s into al larger context. Investing in research and
finding better treatments and cures for diseases are integral
to developing a phﬁlosophy of health| care in this country
that emphasizes prevention. !
|

So, yes,| we do have an eco%omlc imperative to work
on Alzheimer’s. Bpt we also have a social and moral
imperative. We need to change our view of this disease and
other diseases and| how we think about disease. And that is
one of the reasons| this president 1sxso committed to
comprehenslve health care reform.

Yesterday the President met with congressional
leaders to talk about the progress of reform. And what he
heard was very encouraglng After -al!year and a half of very
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afflicted with Alzheimer’s, and because of the deterioration
in her condition,\the husband was unable to take care of her
alone, and yet did not want the only alternative available to
him, which in his |economic circumstances would have meant .
‘spending himself 'into poverty to quallfy for nursing home
aid. '

‘And luckily for him there icame into being a model
program that sent lhelp into his home and helped subsidize
that, so that he ﬁould continue to keep his wife with him.

Unfortuﬂately, that wife and that husband, who want
to care for thelr\spouse, because as'one woman told me, "He
took care of me for 50 years; I wantlto take care of h1m,"
they are the exception. i

They oftgn are the ones whb are lucky because they
have the economic resources, or because they live in some of
the few communitie's in our ' country that ‘are trying to provide
the sort of supporFlve systems of care that: the families of
Alzheimer’s patients need. :
\

Under the President’s approach we will begin
weaving together al system of long- t1me, long-term care that
will be available not only for Alzheimer’s but for other
chronic conditions|. Not only for older people, but for
younger ones as well. Because we will finally recognlze that
we want to support\famllles that w1sh to continue to care for
their loved one, and we want to give' them the tools |and
skills they need to be able to do so

I

So we haye a very big stake in what is happenlng
here today. Everthlng from trying to make s1gn1flcant new
investments in medacal research at NIH or NIA all the way to
making sure that 1nd1v1dual fam111es.have the care, the
options that they need to give the treatment and love their
family members requre

When we think about health:care reform, and as the
debate gets increasingly pointed and focused in the Congress
over the next month I hope we will remember that it is not
only about cost and economics, . although it 1s about Fhat, it
is not only about s001a1 justice, although it is about that,
when we look at the differences in care available to members
of our society: based on their ablllty to pay.

And it is not only about pOllthS, although it is
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