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, PRO C E E 0 I NG S-liIIl',.,
2 (11:00 I.m.) 

1 M"S. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank vou, Thank you aI/ very , . I ' 
'm...ch. Thank you very much. 

I 
,I must .ev I have been privileged to attand many• 'I " 


commencements, but I hive never seln a more enthusiastic 'n my entire . I . . . , life. ./ 

• (Applause.) . 

9 VOICES: ~appy Mother', Day•. 

. j 


10 MRS. CLINTON: Thank you, 

, . jI , 


I want to thank President Trachtenberg and the trustses. 

. I ' . 

want to acknowledge the other honorary degree reclpionta. I want to also 
, . . I 

congratulate the award winners, and thank all of you •• faculty, alumni, 
. . I" 

l4 , family members, cltilens •• who are gathered her •• But, most Of all, I 
.' I ' , 

16 want to thank the sraduates of the ChIli of.1 994.I ",. 
(Applause.) , . 

I 
,n MRS. CLINTON: It's a pleasure to be here on this Mother'. 

I . 'I 
18 Day, end I em sure there are manvproud mother, in this audlenee, but, . 

, , 
11 there ere also many grateful sons and daughters, Who know they would 

:ao not be clothed in the ~ap and gown today were it not for the gUidance. 

and support of their J.rente and famille••

I . ' 

. (Applause.) 



3 

MRS. CLIN,TON: It Is also fitting to havI this celebration in 

I
the neighborhood of our nation'. greateat monuments, with all that they 

. . 1 

representl on I day that holdl great promise tor your IndIvidual futures •• 
, I 

well ,. the futlolr. of our nation. 

5 . . . I feel I IPJCi/IJ1 connection to OW for ••".ral roalon.. For 
. .,' I" , 

. .'. 
6 one, your campus served as the Clinton~Gore ,Inaugural preas center. and 

,, I' , , 
"I was the gateway for many of the press from around the world when they 

'.../ . 

8 came to the Inauguration. . .' . . 

, (APPlausej) 
I. ' 

10 MRS. CLINTON: For another, we held one of the health eareI .. , 
task force public hearings in the Smith Center 8 few months after the 

J 

Prelldent took office. 

Several of your alumni play very prominent roles in the 
. I ". 


14 administration,. for which wear. grateful. . . . 
I·· ' . ' " ' 

On s more perBonal lovel," lived on the OW campus when I 

first came to WiaihlngJon as a eolloge I~tern In the, Bumm,r of 1968. 

(APPlausei.) ,'. ' , . 
, . I '.' , ' 

18 MRS. CL.I~TON: I remember I used to go to Quigley's Drug 

Store, which was a 806. fountain, at 21st and G, which I gather now is19 
. , . 

I . 
the geography department, and even occasionally I would have to go to20 

I ' 

the library, which', a~ told now is Lianer Hall. . J.... '< ,',.1',',

,I '" . . 
But I enjoyed my time; as f do now, when I sneak BwavArom•., "',! .

. . '. c.,-. . .... ~' ..' ':-: ' .. ' ,,~ ':..... ~. 
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the White House grounds, usually IIccompanled by sever.I men with
itt

1 

2 thin". In their ears. and iwalk around thiscampU8 or maybe ride my bike. 

l Thia was .. very different time than 1985. To begin with, 

GW didn't hive Mike Jarvi. BGa b••ketball co.ch•• I 
5 (Applause.) 


, . I 

d . MAS. CLINjON: And I don't recall In '68 hearing anyone, 

7 from the campus talk about phrases like lIthe big dance" or "sweet 1 e." 
. ,I '" ' .'.' 

e Baek then, there were norollerblades or MTV or even ATM cards, and If
, ' I· . . , somebody said "red hot chill peppers," they were talking about food, not . 


10 a raok band. 


11 But perhaps the most striking difference betwa.n this time 


~2 and 28 years ago Is thJt we had very different views of our social
I ' 
!e u Institutions and of our individual and collective roles in society. In many . ' 

, ' ' ', 
14 ways, looking ba~k torSss alarm; as though It I, separ.tedfromul bV 

15 hundt.daof .,.ears as opposed to the 28. 
I ' ,.. , It was a t1t"e of greatpasslol'l and hope, and allo II time of 

,I . 

17 great social diSlocation'. Some convantions were dying outl and lome 

18 were being born. And today we are sailing In the wake of that social and 

;U cultural tidal wave. 

30 It you IOO~ even at our most basic institution, which we 

21 ' eelebr'ate today, the A'marican family, you' can see the changes. ·If it ever,' .: . . 'I ' .' ',' " · 
' , ....'-. «"22 :>~; .d.i~i~t:"oJQng.rd,oes consi.t of two parents, two Children, a dog, ~ house w. ~t..: h', 

T' • " . i'~,:, "'-" ~·c.f"'4!.f'.· 
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with 8 white picket fenca, and Istatfon wagon In the driveway. Insteed 
. I '. . 

of families looking like the Cleaver. on Lea". it to BeaverI we have 

famillel that Include 'CeJt tube babies and surrogate moml.· . . . 

, •.. .. ·Inateld ot[aundlVnight family dlnne,., we now hive oro••

s country telephone conferenoe ollis. In,teed of aunts and uncles and 
. . I \ . 

· grandmas and grandpas, we have nar'lniel And dav caf, canter•• Instead 

7 of a nuclearfamUy of 4,1. 2• wahavI singie-llarentfamilies.adoptive .. 

e families, fOlterfamllies, step-families from multiple marriages.. I . . . 
But remember, •• you go forth,' no matter what a family unit 

10 looks like todav,the fa~IIY remains the essential ingredient In shaping Our
I .'. 


u later lives ... and you h~ve no greater responsibility ahead of you. 


· ." . . (APPlaus.l) ". . 
~2 

. MRS. CLlrrON: You know. whether ,child grows up with I-43'" 
single mothe, who WOrkS two Jobs or with two parentslnd all the material 

comforts 0'-11' 60Qietv affords, thlt child needs the intangible bonds of love.' . . .' I . . . ..' . 
and support that only caring parents, cering adults can provide. 

'.. .' 'MV husbJnd and I talk about this a lot. particularly In the lelt 

weeki since his mothJr is no longerwith us, Ind· the leSions that we have 

:u learned from both Ofoiur mothers. As my husband has said, family values 
. I . . 

ao alone cannot feed a h~ngry child, and material security cannot provide a. 
· . . .;'. j.. .' • . . 
moralcompass:,Wene.dboth.We need both withIn our families. W. 
'.' I, . . '. . 

n. ,n.edbotbWiJhlrl,Q~.r ·Jo.c.l,ti~'!. :. '~'i 

http:moralcompass:,Wene.dboth.We
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I 	 •I . 
(Applause., .'. I 
MRS. CLINTON: AI we think about our future, and I think 

. I 	 · . 
particularly about your Mures, aa I look out and see all of you who are 


. I . .'. . 

about to grady.te, I think WI ell nead to recognlze.the new challenges. 


. '. I '. . 

5 Every time preGents an opportunity' to tne generation that live a in It. 


I '. 


3 

Whether you are generation X, V. or Z, you will have your time to mIke 
. . . I· 	 . . 

1 	 Your mark, and you will have it by trying to construct the unique balance 
. . I 	 .' 

8 	 In your own lives between family, work, and service, and fafth. . . . I . . 
9 	 And how you strike that balance will change aa you go 

:'0 	 through life. and how you see your obligations will change. But in lina 

11 '. with what the President'S charge WIS, I recall what may have been the 
. . I· . 

~2 shortest commencement speech ever given, and perhaps the most 


13 memorable, when, On 
a day like this, Winston Churchill walked to a -
... 	 podium, lifted his head, and said, "Never, never, never give up." 

. 	 I . ... . 

'''''piau,.,) 	 . .l' ~ 	 I '. . 

115 	 MRS. CI.INTON: And slnee today Is Mother', Dav, I think 
. . '. . I 

1'1 	 about all of the mother. who never gsv. up on any of u•. 
. . I . 	 . 

11 	 . (APP,euSr" . 

U 	 MRS. CLINTON: And I recall what 8 great American novelist 

I 


Alloe Walker wrote when she said. II And 80 our mothers and 
. , . · '1· "., ." .. ~, ..,,,.:,,,,,, ....... ,' . 

. grandmother. have more "often than riot anonymously handed on the.. • .. 

20 

31 I . . 
1-," 

creative spark;' the' s~ed 0'- inJ'~fi:~wer'ihev~' thems9l~es,'never hop~d .to .' .•.. . I32 

http:grady.te
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seo, or Ilk. I .,.Ied letter they could not plalnlv read. II Neither my 

2 husband'. mother or my mother ever graduated, from cOllege. 80th of 

them believed pa.Sionately In what Cloors education eould open, but both , , ' . I ' ' ' 
• of theM .'eo believed in It". obligation. ti'lat you took with you when you 

walked through those ,door•• 

I
Our mother. communicated the value; that we have adopted 

., , , for life. All mothers are the ones who literally and figuratively call us to, 


8 the dinner table, remind us to brush our teeth, monitor our progress on 


9 homework, and say the things that 85 you grow up you I,BY to yourself 

10 you will never sav to your own children, "Until you have your own 

11 children!! ~- and hear un1bidden your mother's voice coming from the back 

of your throlt. 

(Applausej ) 

I ' ,
'MRS. CLINTON: A friend of mine caUs mothers every 

family'. cieslsnated wirier. Or, 8S the old Jewish pro~erbremindl us, 

God could not ba .vdrlw"are, and therefor. ho mad. mother•. 

. (APP'IU+ . 

18 MRS. CLINTON: What we ara taught, what we see, what 
I 

we experience In the family, we carry with us. And what',hope all of you , 

do is to take the 'esGohsJ th, lessons of a lifetime, the lessons starting in30 , ' I, . ' , 
31' the family, the lessons going through the schools that brought you here, " I ' ' ", , 

, the,lessons you have inc:orporated here 8tthls great university, and decideI ~~ ~ni'ci,"tJ'~;;i;.; ~ .• I;... <~!'~" 

I 

I 
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on your own IIfa', course. . 
I 

. There I. utili too much In our society that tries to put us Into 

eomfonabJe box,., that stereotype. us, that expects that because we iTe 

• fUl-ln·the-blank we will be or we will fe,lor we will I,cta certain WIY. 
. I'" . .'. . 


5 What Is marvelous and wonderful about coming of age In America tod.y 


4 

. I· , . . . 

despite all of the problems that we face is you do have so many more . , . I . . 
choices to craft your own life than any generation had. You. have within., 

, I " ' , , 
8 your Own power the choices to make about how you will chart this cO,ursa 


. I ," 

9 that for aU of us is through un-navigated waters. . . .' 
, I . . 

10 , When I sat as you sit and graduated from college 25 years 

ago, I could never have predicted my life's course. I could never have 

.written down what I would be doing 10 years, 20 years, or 25 years later. 

, I cannot tell you what II will be doing 10, 20, or 25 years from now. But I ' 
. '. . I ' 

14 know, in part because of my family's teaching and the marvelous 
. . I ' . 

education I received, jlt I'v. felt prepared to make the choices that were 

p'88en,ed to mo day bv day. . 

An~ Just a~ in' an individual', life, a loclety fac•• the s~me ' 17 

11 kind of challenge. ' weIer. now faclng such challenges on our national 

19 level. I don't think It's a coincidence that the public issues that concern 

me moat today -- health car., education, ehifdren, publiC safety ..• all20 

, , '. ". I ' ,
translate back to the famllv, And It's not hard to sae why. When ftunlly·,;:· 

"members are ,,,read alros.the country, when t,adi~5>nal famUy,or~~;~!.~:~~,~~~ ", . 



, 

ohanglng, when the tr.d~onal bonds of family are too gften frayed, we all~1 

a need to appreciate that in 8 very real .8ns. we have become an extended 

J family. Our oommunity must bu I family. And If we recognize 'that, then. 

.. we· will accept tha largoI' rales we are forced into as we move out into the 
j . 

larger community, the communitY of the extended family. . .. I· . . . . 
If we find the balance in our indlvidualllvfJs W8 can thenj . . . . . 

7 struggle to help find the balance In our larger community ut.. And I hope 

8 that that will be part of your struggle, to find a new spIrit of community In 

oLir country. As we begin to take care af the larger.extended family 

10 around us we will ne&ct all of your efforts and be$1: thinking to succeed. 

11 The great issues of the day, the ones your generation will be entrusted to 

tackle, are not Just about poI/tics ·and polioies or dollars and cents. They 
. ./ . . . 

are about our moral ObligatiOnS as individuals to protect and care tor all . 

14 within our larger community. .. . . 

. If we '80+n1Z8 that obligation, therol. so much we oan dD. 

Wa've heard it from both the introductions that have bean made and the. . 

recognitions that have be~n given as we've heard how individuals h"ve 

given of themsetvesas they have attempted to reach the broader 
I I . . '. . . 

community that they are a part of. That opportunity lies ahead for you, as 

20 well. And I cannot let! this moment go by without talking brieflv about 

21 .oneo'f oiir"':prlmar'/oti)iQatlons: and' that is to extend the right for . 

22 . . . ilf,irdiiiite quality '''8al~ oare tD every alngle Am.rl~.n. '. . '.' '. 
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(Applause.)
I 

, I 	 , 

.. . MRS, CLIfTON: The Preeldent', profound commitment to . 

filling what'. broken '?d presorvlng what's right in our health car. system 

, Is notslmplv a mattar ~f wanting to roduce our defioit or cut down on4 

5 	 paperwork. although l' must do both. HI. Interut. and I hope you.... 

, goes much deeper than that. ' , 

7, Today, nJarlY 10 million children do not have h.filth 

8 	 insuranoe and millions of others ere in families that are underlnaured, 


Millionl neve, see .. doctor; ne.rly 40 percent of all 2·year-olds have not 


10 	 received ImmUniZatiOn:. ogllnst major childhood dls.aaes; half of tod_V', 

11 	 private insurance plana do not pay for basic preventive services for 
" " I. 	 " ' 

ehlldren, such as vacclnas and well-baby exams; and aU too often children 

with chronic JIInesses cannot get coverlg' at all. 

. . When you compound the nealn, problema of our children . . . I 	 ' 
. with other burdene, then the problema our society faoa growenormo",.'v. 

Think about this not jLst in terms of abstract statistics or the debIt•• that' 

you'lt see over tha nJxt month•• Think about it in the lives ~f raal.Deopla, 

and particularly Ohild)en. end let me just ,.y quickly. t\'Vo of the stories I 

u. carry around in my or''' head•.' 

:ao I was in the Childran'. Hospital in Cleveland talking to 

parent8~'a'i~meof yOU'in&W:ar~alida.fm8nv of you will be In then~xt 

'. few' yalra,';parant8:,Jho' did not know that when their children wGr~ 'b~rn, 
21 

..'(. 
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they would face serious chronio iIIn,s.es. And I had I mother say to me 

that she and her husband both made is good living. they both were wall 
, I 

educated, they'd had or' healthy child and then two Children, two little 


alrisl born with serious health problema., , 

, , I ' , " 

, They had ;Iwaya paid for Insurance: they had alw.ye 

counted on It. But all i'l Iudejen, thosl two little glrll were not 

insurable, and they warnt from place to place looking for Insurance. Thay 

didn't want a handout, they wanted to pay their way. But no one would 

Insure two little girl'I~8inst certain and' expenlive medical cere beelLlse 

they already"wer. SiCk.!, 

, , " And finallJ, the mother told ma that she reelia:ed she would , , I ' , 
never~ under our current syatam, be ablato insure her daughters when a ' 

, man across a table IhJ was begging for 80me way to get insurance' " 

looked at her and saidl "You Just don't understand. We don't insure' 

burning houses.·1 Thi~k, if you will, all of "'I who are mathe,.: onthia
I, , 

Mothar's Day, how we would feel if that had b••n .aid about on. of ,you,' , , I " , , , , , 
one of our children. !' , 

,And I tnink allo about the man who grabbed my nand as I 

, left II speech here in ~alhington and .aid to me, vou know, ! didn't really, 

understand what you and your husband ware talking about. l've always 

been well-Insured, and thank God my family has always been pretty, " , , I 
healthy. But I have I 6ecr.t~rv )n,~v ~ffici who told me what had 

4~ 

http:iIIn,s.es
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happened In her family I wherl two of her grandchildren, twa cousins who 

, lived together'wi'Ch th~ir familiee 'nthe 11m. big old rlmbling house, both 

got lick. ' 

One of ttlose little oouslna WIS 1he ahildof • femlly with 
I ' 
I ,- ' 

Insurance. She was taken to the hospital, she was diagnosed with 

m~ningiti" she was a~mitted. and she wal oured • The other tittle cousin 

also had meningitis. Jl.lt her family didn'thaveanv insurance. They took 

.her to one hospital; t~8Y were referred to another hospital. 'They lilt in 
, '/' .' 

the emergency room ~nd went through ell of the rigmarole that we go 

through to try to proJ, thllt we deserve to have medieal care, and finally 
, I ' . ' 

the WIS fook,d at, Given two baby aspirins, end sent home. She died on 

the day her cousin JaldiSCharged. Th, little brother of the girl who' died 
. I 

then carne down with the same illness. Th, nosplta' that had turned, 
.' I·' 

away hill alster took Ih1m as I charitY ca... ' " ' , " 


. , I don't want ,nother vear to go by where we have to hear
I, ' 
,morie. like this. Not one af our children doserv•• to have any of th,t 

, happen to hlm. 

(Applausl.,
l 

MRS. CLINTON: So, all we facl all of these problems 
., ..'I· . " 

health care, violence, reforminQ the welfare system, making our'economy 

grow again .- let'• Jut it into perspective. 

, r leave later today to go to South Africa to attend on Tuesday 
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4 

5 

, 
7 

~B 

e , 

, MRS. CLINTON: When I think of the challeng •• facing tho,I ' .,' 
brave men and wominwho have worked their way to this point In t.hat 

country's history, I thi~k manyot our problems pale in comparison. Yet , ' , I ' 
we have our own problems. In addition to wanting to help countries like 

I ' '',' , 
South Africa realize their own potential, let's recommit ouraelves to 

making this country, i~ this time, realize its own potential and give to atl 
, , I 

, of you and allot our children the' chance to live up to their own God-given, 

potential. 

11 , I..t/l make America work for all of UI. 
, 'I, , ' 

, ' ' 

Thank you .11 very much. 

13 , (Standing ovation" 

14 (Whereupon, at 11:21 I.m.. the speech concluded.) , 

TOTAL P.14 
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