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"PROCEEDINGS
{11:00 a.m.)
MRS. cumron Thank you. Thank you. Thank you gl very

“much. Thank you very much.

N muat say | have been privileged to attend many

commencements, but | have never ssen a more enthusiagtic in my entira

| {Applause.}
VOICES: Happy Mother’s Day.
MRS, CLINTON: Thank you.

| want to t‘hank President Trachtenberg and the trustses. |

- want to acknoWledgfe the other honorary degfreé recipients. | want to also

congratula’&e the award winners, and thank all of you -- faculty, alumni,

' famuly members. cltizensg -« Who are gathered hers. But, most ot all, |

want to thank the graduates of the Class of 1894,

(Applaus@ ) |

MRS. CLINTON' It's pleasura to be hore on this Mothear’s
Day, and I ar am sure thére are many,proud mothars in this audience, but
thefe are also\many grateful sons and daughters, who know thsy would |
not be clothed in the cab. éhd gown today Weré it not for the guidance .
and support of their parents and families.

' _(Applauée.)
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MRS. CL!NlTON: It Is also fitting to have this celebration in
the neighborhood of our nation's greatest rﬁonuments, with all that they
repr@gsent, on a day that halds great promisa tor your individugl futures gs
well ag the future of okur' netion. |

| feel a special connection to GW faor ggversl roasons, For

ona,'your campus served as the c':llnton-Gore.lnAaugural préés ¢entar, and

- was the gateway for many of the' press from around the WOrld when they

came to the Inauguration.

(Applau‘se.f | »

MRS. CLINTON: For another, we hald one of the hesith care
task force public hearings in the Smith Center a few monthg after the
President took office. |

Several of your alumni ﬁlay very prominent roles in the
admlnlystratlon.jor which we ara grateful. |
o On & mere ﬁeksénal Iovef, 1! livej_d‘ on the GW campus when |

first came to W’aé‘hington_aé a college intern in the summer of 1968,

(Applause.) ‘ |
., MRS. CL’H}MTON: | rerﬁemﬁer I uged to gé, to Quigley’s Drug
Store, which was 8 so:da fountain, st 21st and G, which | gather now is
the geography devpartn;'cent,‘ and even occgslo‘nany I Qvould have to go to

the llbrary, which llam; told now is Lisner Hall, .

P.G4
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But | én}ayed my time, ae { do now, %gl;abh | sneak away.from.. ... .
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the White House grounds, ususlly eceompanied by several men with

. things In their ears, and walk around thié campus or maybe ride my bike.

This was a|very different time than 1968. To begin with,
GW didn‘t have Mlka Jervis as a baakatball codch,

{Applausa.)

MRS CLINTON' And | don't recall In ‘68 hearing anvone 7

from the campus talk about phrases like "the big dance or' sweet 16."

Back then, there ware no rollerblades or MTV or even ATM cards, and If

somebody said “red hot chill peppers,” they were talking about food, not

a rack band. | |
But perhaps the most striking difference between this time

aﬁd 28 years ago Is that we had very different views of our social

!nsututtons and ot our indwldual and collective roles in society. In many

" ways, looking back 10 1958 seems as though it is separated from us by

' hundrada oi years as opposed to the 26.

~ were being borﬁ. And|today we are sailing In the' Vvvvake of that social and

=, did, it'no; longer does consgist of two parents, two children, a dog, a house ﬁ;, e

It was a tl!me of gmat passion and hopa. and elso a tnme of

greet soclal disiocation. Some convantions were dying out, and some

cultural tidal wave.

It you look even at our maost basic institution, which we |

celebraté today, the American family, you can see the changes. -If it ever. . .

=3
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with a white picket fence, and a station wagon In the drivéway. Instead
of families looking like tha Cleavers on Leave it to Beaver, we have
families that include test tuw babies and surrogate mome. :

Instesd of Sundey night femily dinners, ws now have crcs#-

country telephone conference calls. Instead of auknts and uncles and

v

~grandmas and grandpas, we have nannies and day eare centers. Instead

of a nuclear Afamily of 4.2, we have single-parent families. adobtive

famtlles, foster families, stap-famiiies from mumple‘ mgrriages.

But remember, as you go farth, no matter what a family unit .

 looks like today, 'the family remains the essential ingredient_!n shaping our |

later lives --_and'you have no greater responsibility ahead of you,

(Applausa‘.)' o , |
MRS. CLINTON: You know, whether a child grows up with a

single mother who works two jobs or with two Aparents nnd all the material

comforts our sdoiaty affords, that child needs the lntangible bonds of love

and support that only caring parents, cering adults can provide.

My husband and | talk about this a lot, particularly In the last.

| weeks since hie mother is no longer with us, an.d‘the lessans that we have

fearned from both of our mothers. As my husband has sald, 'family values

alone cannot fegd a hungry child, and material seéurity cannot provide a

moralicompaésf ‘We need both. We need both within our families. We

- need both within our societies. - .
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(Applaus%a )
MRS, CLINTON: As we thmk about eur future, and | think
particularly about your futures, s | look out and see all of you who are

about to graduate, | think we ell need to recognize the new challenges.

- Every time preeants an oppertunity to the generation that lives in it.

Whether you are generation X, Y, or Z, you will have your time to make

your mark, arid you'will have it by trylng to construct the unigue balance

In your own lives between family, work, and servics, and faith,

" And how you strike that balance wiil change as you go

through life, and how you see your obligations will change.’ But in line -

" with what the President’s charge was, | recall what may have been the

shortest commencement spéech ever given, and perhaps the most

memorable, when, ona day llke this, Winsten Churchill walked to a

podlum, lifted his head, and said “Never, never, never give up."

(Applause )

* MRS. CLINTON: And since today Is Mothers Day, | think
ab;ut all of the mathers who never geve up on any of us.
| (Applause.)
MRS. CLINTON: And l recal what a great American novelist

Allce Walker wrote when she said, "And so our mothers and

- grahdmothéés have more often than notanonymously handed on the. . -

creative epark, the seed of thé Tiower they, themsglves, never hoped to
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see, or like a sealed lettar they could not plainly read.” Neither my
husband’s mother or my|mother ever graduated from college. Both of

them belleved passionately In what deors education could open, but both

| of them elso belleved in the obligationa thei you took with you when you

walked 1h;¢ugh those doors.

Our mothere communicated the values that we have adopted

. forAlife.. All i'nothers'are the ones who literally and figuratively call us to

the dinner table, remind us to brush our teeth, monitor our progress on

homework, and say the|things that as you grow up you say to yourself

you will never say to your own children, *Until you have your own
children® -- and hear unbidden your rriofher‘s velee coming from the back

of your throa;_.

(Applause.,) | ‘
‘MRS, CLIFIJTON: A triend of mine calls mothers every

femily“e Qeaighqted waorrier. Orl. as the old .‘Jewisﬁ proverb reminds us,

Géd could not be everywhere, and therefore ho made mdthéra.

(App!susef.) | |
MRS. CLINTON: What we are taught, what we ses, what

we éxﬁeﬁence in thé family, we 'carry with us. AndAWhatA i.hopé all of you

do is to teke the lessons, the lessons of a lifetime, the legsons starting in

the faniily, the lessons going fh;ough the schools that brought you here, -

SERL-TON THTS B P

. the lessons you have incorporated here at this great university, and decide

i
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on your own life's GOUISG. :

There is awl too much in our soclety that tries to put us into

comfortable boxes, that mreqtypes us, that expects that because we are
a ﬂll-in-the—blank we will be or we willl'fsafl or we wilt act a ce(tﬁln way.

What is marvelous and wondarfu! about covmng of age In America today

 despite all of the problems that we face i you do have g0 many more
-cholces to craft your own life than anv ganeratlon had. You have wathm

‘your own power the chmces to make about how you will chart this course

that for all of us i through un-navigated waters.
When | sat as you sit a{nd graduated from college 25 years

ago, | could never have predicted my life's course. | could never have

wriﬁen down what | would be doing 10 yéar_s. 20 years, or 25 years later. |

I cannof tell you what (| will be doing 10, 20, or 25 years from now. But|

B know, in part because of my fainily’s teéching and the marvelous

education | received, that |'ve felt prepared to make the choices that were
presented to me day by dey.
And just as in an individuat’s life, a society faces the same -

kind of challenge. We are now facing such challenges on our national

level. | don't think it's|a coincidence that the public issues that concern

* me most today - health care, education, children, public safety -- all

- éfériélate ba‘ck‘"to the tamily. And it’s not hard to see why. When family =

- memberg are spréad across the country, when traditional family roles; are: .. :;

e
LR N
Ny & .
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changing, when the traditional bonds of' family are too ofien frayed, ‘wé all
need to’appreclate that iny a very real sanse we have become an extended

family. Our community|must be a family. And if we recognize thet, then |

we will accept tha larger roles we are forced into as we move out into‘:he «

" larger community, the community of the extended family.

If we find tha balance in our individual lives wa can then - |
struggle _ta hélp tind the balance in our larger communAity life. And | hope
that that will be part of|your struggle, to find a new spirit' of community In

our country. As we begin to take care of the larger extended family

‘around us we will need all of your efforts and besi: thinking to succeed.

The grsat issues of the| day, the ones your generation will be entrusted to

tackle, are not just about politics and policies or dollars and cents, ‘Thay

are about our morsl obligations as individuals to protact and care for all

within our larger community,

It we recognize that obligation, there'is so much we can do.

Wa've heard it from beth the introductions that have bean made and the

| recognitionk tﬁat have begn givén as we've heard how individuals have

giv'e‘n' of themselves as they have attemnpted to reach the broader

community thatt they are a part of. That oppertu‘nity lles ahead for you,‘as'

| well. And | cannot let this moment go by without talking briéﬂy about

“oneé of oiir prifary cbligations, and that is to extend the right for

" affordabie quality health care to every single American,
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1 o | (Applause!)
‘.3 S - MRS. CLIh‘ITON: vThe President's prdfo&nd commitment to
3 = fixing what's broken and preserving what's righf in»our health care aystam
" - Is not gimply a mattor of wanﬁng to reduce our deficit or cut down on
8 f paperwork, although we must do bofh; Hig interast, and | hope youre,
6 goes much desper than that,
7 « - Teday, nearly 10 million children de nat have heaith
8 ‘ - Insurance and millions of others are in fammes that are underlnsured
s Mil!io'ns' he\éar see a doctor; nearly 40 percent of all zfyear-olds have not
10‘ -~ recelved immunizations a,géinst masjor ehirdhbad diseases; half of today's
1 o privats insurance pléns do not pay for basic preventive gervices for
a3 - children, su&h as vacgines and well-baby exarﬁs; and au'téc dfte‘n‘ children
L 13 wlth chronic llinesses cannot get coverage at all
18 E ~ When you compound the heaith preblems of our ¢hildren
5 o wtth othér burdene, hen the problems our society face grow enormously,
6 | Think about this not just in terma of abstract stattstica or the debatee that
17 | you'll sée' err' the next months. Think about it in the lives of raal ‘people,
18 - | and particularly.ohitdren, and let me lust say quickly, two of tha stories |
'19 , o carry ground in my own head |
| a0  lwasin the Children’s Hospital in C!evaland talkmg to |
n © parents; aé $57e of youHoi are and as 'many of you will be In the next
3 0 few yé‘ar’a’:lffﬁ‘éréﬁtsf-':who"did not knogg that when tt?gir children were born

P.
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they wouid face serious chronic ilinesses. And | had a8 mother say to me

that sha and her husband both made a good living, they bcth were well

educated, they’d had one healthy child and then two chlldren, two little

-glrle, born with serious heatth prob!ema.

| Thev had mlways pald for insurance: they had slways

counted on it. Butall of a sudden, those two little girls were not

' msurable, and they. went from place to place Iooklng for insurance. Thay i

didn’t want a hendout, they wsnted to pay their way. But no one would

insure two little girls against certam and expensive medical care bscause

And finally, the mother told me that she realized she muld

nevaer, under our current system, be able to insure her daughters when a .

-man across a table she was begging for some way to get insurance’ B

\ookéd at her and said, "You Just don't understand. We don't insure’

burning houses “ Think, if you wm ell of us who are mothers on this

Mother’s Day, how we would feel it that had besn ssid about one of you.'

one of our children. l ‘

'And | think also about iha men who grabbed my hand as |

‘left a speach here in Washington and said to me, you know, | didn’t really -

understand what you|and your hdsband were talking about. I've always

; been weli-insured and thank God my family has always been pretty

hesithy. Butl have a secretary in,my office who told me what had

R
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happened in her family, where two of her grandohildren, two cousing who

lived together with their families in-the same big old rambling house, both

One of thosa littie cousing was the child of a family with
insurance. She was taken to the hospital, she was diagnosed with

meningitis, she was admiﬁéd. and she was cured. The other fittle cousin

‘also had meningitis, but her family didn’t have any insuiance. They took

her to one hospital; tiiysy were referred to .anothar hospital, They sat in |
the emergency room and went through sl of the rigmarcle that we go

through to try to prove that we deserve to have medics! care, and finally

~ she was lcoksdkvat,‘givanAMo baby aspirins, and sent home. She died on

the day her cousin was'discha,rged. The little bfcthe'r of the girl who died

then came down with the same iliness. The hospital that had turned

away his slster took him as a charity case.

- 1 don't want enother year to go by where we have to hear

_stories like this. ‘Not one of our children deserves to have any of thet

(Applaqéa.)
MRS. CLINTON: So, a8 we face all of these problems —

heaith caré, vialeﬁce, reforming the welfare system, meking our econemy

grow again -- let's put it into parspactiye.

“ 1 leave later todsy to go to South Africa to attend on Tuesday

P.L3
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one of the mosat extracrdinary events of the 20th century.
 (Applause) |
- MRS. CLINTON: Wheh | think of the challenéea fac\ing the.

brave men and women who have workgd their way to this poinf in that

eountry’s history, | thihk manybt our pfoblerhs pale in comparison,  Yet
we have our own problems. In addition to fWanting to help countrias like
South Africa realize their own pdienﬁal, lat's‘r-ecommit‘ 6urselves to
making .this country, in this time.: realize its o’wn potential and give to all
. of you and all of our children the chance to live up to their own God-given
potential, | | | |
- Let’a make America work for ali of us.
'Tha.nkﬁ fojl all veﬁ much.
. (Stabding ovation.)

| (Whéreupon, at 11:21 a.m,, the spéech concluded.)j

© TOTAL P.14
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