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Thank you, Chairmanl [Michael] Greene, President [James]

Gavin, Senior Vice President [Patricia] Stenger, and all of you 
at the American Diabetes!AssQciation for honoring me with this 
award in Dr. Koop's name,. It's humbling to receive it,because Dr. 
Koop is truly a unique vbice when it comes to health care in this 
country. For many years how,Americans have come to rely on him 
for his independence, hiS thoughtfulness, and his courageous
leadership on health care issues. And I will do my darndest to 
live up to his example. ' 

As grateful as I am for this award, lim even ~ore grateful 
for the extraordinary work that you a~d your association do day 
after day, year after ye?r, to improve the health of our nation. 
You are the ones who really deserve recognition and applause for 
your contributions,. I '. '. ". ' 

One of the things t~at Dr. Koop cares abqut -- and that I 
know you and I care about -- is to make sure w~ build a .system of 
health' care in America t~at is centered on promoting good health 
and preventing illness. A system that offers real health security 
to each of us and our families.' , 

, ' I'i ' . . ' 
The President's approach to reform does -that and more. It 

will provide guaranteed ~rivate insurance to every citizen. And 
that means compre.hensivelbenefits that can never be taken away
for any reason, including for pre-existing conditions, like 
diabetes. I 

His approach will a~low patients to choose their dociors and 
health care providers anQ maintain long, trusting relationships, 
that are built over·a lifetime. 
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It will outlaw~nf~ir insurance practices that t06 often 
discriminate on the basi~ of a person's medical history or age. 

, I . 
It will preserv~ an4 strengthen Medicare; so that older 

Americans who have worked hard all their lives don't have to 
choose between buying fodd or medicine. 

. . It will.cover pre~ciiPtion drugi. like insulin. 

And it will encourage and expand research activities so that 
we learn more about cures and. treatments for illnesses like 
diabetes. . I 
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. You know that the: t'otal costs rela:ted to diabetes now run 
about $91 billion a yea~~ if we could: flnda c~re for diabetes 
and I know you have donei' extraordinary ,things to promote 
education and research i about it -- we would not.only save that 
money,· we would help 13 fnillionAmericaps afflicted with the 
disease .. And we would: cut down on the 4th leading cause of death 
in this country. : r 

Today, we have an:"h~storic opportunity to make real headway 
with our health care system. In, the com~ngmonths, Congress will 
hammer out details of legislation can finally provide health 
securi ty for' every AmerH::an . . . and tl;1at also can help shape a 
new PhilOSOPhY, of healfh\care in this c?untry.' , ' '. 

But we need your help. We need thelenergy, dedication, and 
leadership you have showrt for 54 years. \You are a model of the 
progress that can be ach~eved when thoughtful and committed come 
together wi th a good goal in mind.· i 

So I hope you ~ill ~ontinue your :tlreless efforts as a voic~ 
for the millions of Americans with diabetes, and I also that you 
will lend. your voice and I' your experience to the effort for health 
care reform.. • ' l ' " 
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. ~or the si3-ke of.t~e \tens ofmilli~~~ of Americans w~o suffer 
from 1.11nesses, .and 'fo!!: the sake of Amer1.cans Who are healthy

, I I

today but may not be, tomorrow, we cannot afford to waste this 
historic opportun,ity. ; I ; 
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Thank you very much 
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