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THE WHITE HOUSE
{
Office of the Press Secretary

For Internal Use Oply | v ~ June 11, 1994

SPEECH BY FIRST LADY - -
AT FUNDRAISER FOR GARY MAURO
: HOUSTON, 'TEXAS

A MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Could I ask everyone who
has a chair to sit|down? I hate to see people standing when
they can be seated|and there is a way to get a little more
comfortable. S .

I want to start by thanking Sandy and Lee, not only
for opening their house for Gary, but for the many, many
indications of support that they have given the Democrats and
that they gave partlcularly to the President during the
campaign. They are just very special people, and I think we
ought to show how much we appreciate their hospitality and
their good polltlcal sense. Thank you.

I am alsp pleased that we were able to bring back
from Washington for a cameo appearance Deputy Secretary of the
Energy Department Bill white. Bill, as you might expect, is
doing a superb job]trylng to make sense out of the very
difficult culture in Washington..

I am also extremely pleased that the third member of
the Mauro/Clinton team is here, and that’s Roy Spence, who is
not only a dgreat frlend but one of the smartest political
strategists and adyertlslng ‘minds in the entire world. And
please say hello to Roy.

This is really fun for me to be back in Texas, and
to be back for a purpose that I believe in so much. As Gary
said, the Pre81dent and I have known him for a long time.

It’s getting to the point that we will have known each other
for more than half|our lives. And in that time I have watched
him take the enthusiasm and interest in politics that he -
always had when I flrst met him, and really grow as a public
person, and take that energy and transform it into positive
progress on behalf| of Texas.

I was saying to some of my staff members as we were
flying this morning that I don’t think there is an elected
state official other than probably some governors and a few
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attorney generals who have made such an important contrlbutlon
or a greater impact on their states than Gary Mauro has.

He has do?e more with the Office of Land Commission
than I think anybody could even imagine possible doing. But
he has done it by taking on some very tough issues. He has
consistently statedfthat the economy and the environment
‘should not be mutually exclusive terms. I mean, we need both,
and we have to coexist peacefully, and we should have
supportive pollcles' He has done the work to preserve so much
.of the beauty of the Texas coastline and really set a model
that other states are following to this day.

His work %n natural gas and fleet conversion in
Washington was very significant, and we’re now finally, as
Bill White knows, beginning to see the little stickers on the
back of federal government cars which say that they are now
being powered by thural gas, and that is the work of Gary
Mauro. . .

Now, thlS is like preachlng to the choir, because
you all wouldn’t be here if you didn’t already believe this
about him, but we are in a very peculiar political time right
now where people can say things, - and distort reallty, and put
out all kinds of false statements about people in public llfe,
and, glven the mood of, you know, concern and anxiety that is
pervasive amohg many people in our country, sometimes those
attacks fall on fertile qround '

And the 51ngle best way to refute them is for people
who know the person in public 11fe, in this case Gary, to
stand up and say, "I know that man. I know what he’s done.
And I know what a contrlbutlon he will continue to make to
Texas." So this 1s not only an opportunity for you to
contribute flnan01ally but, I hope, to become very much
involved in the ownershlp of what Gary Mauro stands for
because of his publlc service.

This is a very interesting tlme that we're llVlng
in, and 1’m not sqre any of us, and even the most perceptive
historians or writers among us even, have yet figured out how
to describe this tran81t10n period that we are nav1gat1ng our
way through. I thlnk the President talked exactly in the
right tones last week in Europe about how the debt we owe to
the World War Two |generation, many of you in this room, not
only must be acknowledged, and honor given, but the. best way
to repay it is to continue to build a stronger and stronger
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America.

But bulldlng requlres optlmlsm It requires faith
in the future. It requlres hope.! It requires energy And
those are the commodities that we have to nourish in our
political system in|the next years, because they ‘are under
attack. It is easy|to understand how, in a time of
insecurity, and thls is sort of classic sociology or
psychology, some people withdraw. They become defensive.

They want to believe that hey can stop the clock and the world
will not change and|things will somehow just get better. That
has never worked.

Our real challenge is to make change our friend in
America, to embrace| it and learn to understand its demands,
and then to create new ways of dealing with the challenges
that confront us. If you look at what is happening in the
‘Texas Republican Party, it’s a classic example of how people
who are under stress and many of those are good people
-- these are not evlil people, but these are people who are
withdrawing, who are putting up barricades, who are creating
barriers between themselves and others, and if you are not of
them, then you are an alien to them. That is how they are
identifying themselves and creating their own reality. 1It’s a
very sad kind of situation that we see unfolding.

But what we have to do as people who believe in the
future, who believe in progress, who understand what it takes
to get up every day and make the best of the day that you’re
given, is, we have [to keep pushing forward, and we have to
get, perhaps, a little stronger in our support of causes and
people in public lﬂfe who stand for that kind of approach.

And that‘’s why supportlng Gary is important beyond Gary and
beyond the Land Comm1551on Those of us who are his friend
believe strongly 1n that, but it is support for positive
energy. It is support for the future. It is support for
problem solving.

And on the national level, that’s what this

President is trying to do. I mean, if you just think about -
what it was like béfore the ‘92 election, what the economy was
like here in Texas! what the unemployment rate was like, what
the attitude of peéple was like, you can see that we have made
a tremendous turn,|in large measure because of the policies
and the positive energy that this President and the people
working with him have been able to generate.
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But we have to keep on the journey we have started
together. ‘We have to keep moving forward and dealing with all
of the issues that confront our country So, I want to say a
personal thank you to many of you in this room who have
supported the Pre51dent not only politically but personally,
and I alsoc want to thank you for the kindness that many of you
have shown to me. But more than that, I want to thank you for
wunderstanding what has kept America great.

‘ Amerlca 1% great because we don’t hunker down. We
don’t build barricades. We don’t permit ourselves to continue
to believe that ourlbest years are behind us, and that we have
to turn back, and that there are enemies amongst us who don’t’
believe as we believe ‘and thereforé must be purged. You have,
in your careers, from your publlc involvement, stood for
something bigger and better in. yourselves, and you will
continue to do so. | That’s what we need now more than ever.
Thank you all. ' ‘

(End of speech.’)
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