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go to the hospital with our insurance, we might get charged
$25 for an asplrln.l It’s not because the aspirin costs $25.
It’s because we’ve taken care of 25 percent, some portion of
that, of Texans who|don’t have insurance, and somebody’s got
to pay the bill, ,

Q One last question. Last question.

Q If (1naud1ble) the first to come out of
committee, how do you keep this from becoming a horse race,
and one of the plans, one of the five plans coming through
-that may not be the|best for the country? .

MRS. CLINTON: Well, the President has said clearly
the most important issue is to have quality affordable health
care for every American, so any bill that comes out has to
meet that standard.| But there are different ways of achieving
it. I just hope that the people of Texas will ask their
Representatives and thelr Senators some hard questions.

Why are they w1111ng to take taxpayer-supported
health insurance as members.of Congress through what amounts
to an employer mandate, but they won‘t give health insurance
to everybody who lives in Texas? That is one of the issues
that everybody who'lives in this state ought to ask everybody
who represents them- in Congress. All the President and I want
is for every Amerlcan to have the same option that every
member of Congress and every federal employee has now, and
that is, health insurance paid for by the employer, hamely,
the federal governmént and the employee that guarantees
choice of doctor, nurse, and hospital, guarantees gquality, and
is always there when you need it. So, if that is the issue,
if that’s how it 13 framed, then we are going to be
successful.

. Q. Thank you.
(End of p%ess availability.)
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