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THE WHITE HOUSE

Offiice of the Press Secretary

For Internal Use Only - June 14, 1996‘-{'

REMARKS BY THE| FIRST LADY AT GROUNDBREAKERS LUNCHEON
HOSTED BY THE WOMEN IN THE MILITARY MEMORIAL FUND
|
MRS. CLINTON -~ are active duty military or

retired military, Members of Congress, other supporters of
this memorial. I partlcularly want to thank Good
Housekeeping and AT&T for the major commitments they have
nmade (1naud1ble) and others who have already been recognized,

and I want to join|in the apprec1at10n‘for Wilma Boggs
(phonetic) who hasibeen the driving force behind this effort.

We were gitting at lunch, in the few minutes that

" Wilma has given any of us to eat and I told her how pleased I
was to be part of thls effort and honored to be the honorary
chair, and that I had just been thinking about an experience
I had which seemed\somehow connected with this incredible
lunch that we are haVLng, and I told Wilma about it and she
said, "well, you have to tell everybody," and I took it as an
order, which seems| to be the way to deal with Wilma.

And it was that -- gee, now, it was probably 19
years ago -- 1975 L- I decided that I was very interested in
having some experience in serving, in some capacity, in the
military. So I wa&ked into our local recruiting office. And
I think it was jUSF my bad luck that the persoéon who happened
to be there on duty could not have been older than 21, was in
perfect phy51cal shape.

|

So I saq down, and I said, you know, I wanted to
explore. I didn’t know whether I thought active duty would
be a good idea or [reserve, you know, maybe National Guard,
something along those lines. I was already a lawyer and I
thought there weré some roles I could perform. I was like

going on and on, you know, trylng to justify my existence.

‘And’ then this young man locked at me and he said,
"How old are you’j Well, "27. Silence. He looked at me.
And, in those days there, before I learned how to wear
contact‘lenses, I lhad these really thick glasses on. He
.sald, "How bad is |your eyesight?" I said, "It’s pretty bad."
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He said, "How bad?" I said, "This is embarrassing."

He said, "How bad?" So I told him. He said,

"That’s pretty bad " And he finally said to me, he said,.

"You’re too old; you can’t see; and you’re a woman." And

then he went on; and, since this is the birthday of the Army,

I will tell you what the rest he said was. This man -~ young

man -- was a Marine. He said, "But maybe the dogs would take
“you."

|

I said, ("This is not a very encouraging
conversation, so maybe I’ll look for another way to serve.my
country." ' ‘

I tell that story because, like many of the women
in this roon, that was not an isolated incident in my life;
and although many jof us who have continued to pursue our
interests and tried to make our contributions in both
civilian and military life push those feelings far in the
back and kind of just overlook those experiences and, in the
words of a dear friend of mine, "soldier on," no matter what
the consequences or the odds might be, it is a fact that --
as we are here today celebrating this memorial and honoring
the nearly .2 million women who have served since the
Revolutionary War, in every possible way, to support our
military and, as Senator Dole said when he quoted that
wonderful book of |Steven Ambrose’s, "in ways that made
winning the wars: that we have fought as a country possible"
-- that there have been a lot of obstacles overcome.

We have |come to a point in history where we can be
talking about this memorial because so many of you -- many
women and many men who supported women in the military
against often tough odds -~ have been willing to stay the
course and it is thrilling to see the final barrlers fallen,
so that women w1li be judged by who they are and what their
contribution is as opposed to being stereotyped on the basis
of thelr gender. »

And for all of the retired mllltary women who are
here, we are so grateful for your groundbreaking. We are so
appreciative of what you have done, sometimes drawing public
attention but, more often,. just day after day establishing a
standard of excellence and professionalism on which we could
build to the p01nt now where we have so many women in major
positions of respon51b111ty, including our Secretary of the

Air Force, who 1s:here, and it is very important to thank the
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people who have made this possible -- many who are here,
others who are no ﬁonger with it.

It is a time in our country néw for all of us to
take stop and to gﬂve thanks, as we move into the future.

When my Ausband and I were in Europe, starting by
honoring those who |had been in the Italian campaign,
1nclud1ng his father and including many women who -- although
there in support capa01t1es, often as nurses -- were on the
front lines in a brutal, brutal conflict that knew no.
boundaries, we saw the graves of women who were nurses in
hospitals that had /|been bombed just as they were doing what
they -could to ease|the pain of that particular campaign.

We went from there to England, where we honored
flyers =-- American|airmen -- who, again, were supported on
the ground, as General Eisenhower said, by so many women who
made it possible fer those brave men to fly the missions that
were necessary, nlght after night. ‘

In the two months before the invasion of Normandy,
over 2,000 planes and 12,000 airmen lost their lives. And
one of the personal hlghllghts for me was standing, as my
‘husband, as the Commander in Chief, reviewed British troops
with hlS military aide from the Air Force by his side
marching with him - a young woman major -- who carried
herself, and carried all of your hopes, with such confidence
and grace. '

And, from there, on to the USS George Washlngton,
where we saw an extraordlnary display of technological
excellence but also real, human accomplishment, and knew that
there would soon be more women to joint the 11 who were
already there, who| were there because they were part of a
large community of| 6,000 dedicated members of our military
who had important tasks to perform every minute of the day.

And then|, on to Normandy. And I hope that all of
you had a chance to share the feelings that those of us who
were there were aﬂle to experience because it was an
extraordinary hletBric moment to be able to pay honor to
those who had. comé before, many of whom were still there on
those beaches, under those white crosses and those Stars of
David, but many others who had come back Some had never

been back before
|
|
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But everw veteran we spoke with had the same
reaction -- that 'they knew why they had fought, because we
had had 50 years oﬂ peace because of their efforts. And the
women who were theﬂe -~ the active duty women, the retired
women -- were there as full participants in that honoring
that they 80 rlchlg deserved.

But one of the thlngs we can do.to pay tribute to
all that has gone before is to make this memorial not just a
. beautiful building [-- which it will surely be, if you have
seen the renderings of it -- but to make it a living memorial
that enshrines the sacrifice and contribution of women and
really represents one more step toward recognizing that all
~of us in this greatest of all democracies had a role to play,
a contribution to make, and that women who choose to make
their contrlbutlonithrough the military should finally, as
Pat Schroeder has fought for year after year, be given the
chance to serve their country to the fullest of their God--
given abilities.

That’s what this memorial says to me. That’s what
I hope it will say|to our sons and our daughters. And I hope
it will serve as a|reminder to all Americans that women have
played this role 51nce the beginning of our nation and they
will continue to do so in greater numbers with greater
responsibility because our K country is honoring its past by
building toward a blgger, better, brighter future for
everyone. ‘ ' . ‘
Thank yo& very much.

Q Mrs. Clinton, we thank you for those words. You
. couldn’t possibly %now how much it meant to us when you

agreed to be our honorary chair. 1It’s meant a lot to the
Foundation, our women veterans, and to the women who serve
today because, from the thousands of requests she receives,
almost on a daily ba51s, this First Lady chose this project
as one of the very’ very few projects that she would lend her
support to in such|a 51gn1f1cant way.

- The supptrt for this memorlal started early for
President and Mrs.‘Clinton because Arkansas was one of the
first states to donate money. During those years when all
states were sufferfing with budget problems, and still are,
then Governor Clinton, as he did his line item review of the
budget, said, "We’ve got to fund the Women’s Memorial," and
the money cane. .
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