
PHOTOCOPYI 


:' PRESERVATION 

I 




,, 

(~,
." 

THE' WHITE HOUSE' 


Office of 'the press Secretary 


.~ ! 

·1 F~r-Internal Useo~ly June 2, 1994 
II 

I . I 
REMARKS By'THE FIRST LADY 


AT THE 'AMERICAN ACADEMY IN ROME 

ROME, ITALY' 


I 
MRS. CL:TINTON: Thank y'ou· v;ery much.' 'Ahd ±want to 

thankA~ele (phOri~tic) and Caroline,'(phonetic) in pcitrticular ' 
for enabling m,e :to show my support and to have an opportunity, 
to come and visitlduring thi~ visit that ~e'~e.makihg·to 

I ' , I ' Rome., 
,i . 

"' '. 1

I als.o ~ant tg thank Ac;tele for, all these presents 
that she gave me. I At the White Ho.u~e, . we received I'two 
commemorative' med~ls that were done in recognitio~'of the 
centennial and twb bas'eball caps. .And I have one baseball 

, 1 . ,«' ..'. I . , 

cap. 'I've, not worn. the medal yet. ' I have 'worn the baseball 
cap, b~t the ~ed~l was in a place of honor. And I lam ~ery 
grateful for this. "I' 

It strikes. me, though, Idoking'at the'tw0-h~aded 
god, that that's;reatly a good way to consider thi~ academy~ 
It.does-~ortor th~ past ~nd ~ertainly is a livinge~ampleof 
the ~xceed~ng 'vitality of the past~and the respectl for pur 
fellowship. But 1by havin~ the £ell~ws program, it is

I' ,." 
absolutely look,Lng toward the future'.' And the work and the 
contributions th~t have flow,ed from this academy h1ave 
certainly enhanc~d'the.future.' . I 

We ar'e! very grateful that this is' an outpost of 
America here in ~thi,s country: And Mrs. ' Bar,tholem~w 
.(phonetic), who. lis with me, and whose .husband ,is ~erving as 
the.a~bassado~ ~~om our countrY,tq Italy"pointed!out to me 
as we were drJ.vJ.[ng· around the cJ.ty on varJ.ous stops today, 
she believes th~ acade~y is the o~ly nation~l 6ultural . 
institution, that is wh'olly privately supported. I' 

i 

I 
I 
I 

i,I 
, , 
, I 



• 


, "'I 

, 'j , 
" ' 

,~ , 

, I' , '." Of ,cours~, we do 'see som~ f,ederal funds' qOJ,lung 
,through NJ?H andNEl}'and other ways of trying to supplement 
and provide some additional support.' But it is,larg~ly the 
. ." ,I,,'...' , ' 1

work over thecent~ry of v1s10nar1es:and those who love the 
arts and ~cholarship and saw the, rel~tioriship betweeh pur. , 
coun'try and this c~)Untry. "And I'm ,Y$ry' pleased· to hhve' 
several trustees, I,' tali~n supporters :of the academy ./ That 
means a great deal! to us. '1' ,,:'.. ",,' 

, ,But I~alko am pleased ~hat I had a chance'~o'~isit 
two' of t~e studios: and to meet a' ,number ,of thefellqws, ,who 
reaily are ,the lif~bl06d of this academy, and have contributed 
so much. 'And I'wa~deligl1ted thatniy visit,coincid~d with' 
the la~est ~xhibit[on beretha~ so v~sibly demonstr~ted,a' 
connection 'between! American :,artists and the, experiertces ,that, 
t.hey have both ,in 'itheir own livesan,d what, they havJ brought 

in the past t~ Ro;e", Italy ~ '., ',"", "" ,", I, ' '' 
, ,It'1s'a /ver Y,'exc1t1ng opportun1tyfor t~elacademy 

to become full-blown in operation again, w·ith 'all' of its 
~otentlal.' And a~ Adele and Caroline said, the' Pre~ident and 

, , 'I' , . " I'
Iwant'very mubh tosu~port"aresurgenca of the importance of 

. "., I . ' ,,' , I' ,
,the arts 1n our:c0untry. , And. the Pres1dent ,recently s1gned 
the most sweeping!,education' legislation that', our country has 
seen in mbrethanla gen'eratlon, an effort to try tol create ' 
soml7 energy and, e*c~tement at the gras's roots level among , , 
teachers ~nd children 'and ~arents so that t~ey can begin to 
unde'rstand what r~al education is about, by ,setting! standards 
arid, then by chall~nging everyone to!m~et .those stan'dards. )

" ,! ", ,,' ,", . ", I 
There w~re only eight'goa~s that were adopted by 

; t th~~~ongress at t~epresident/s request. ,On~ of t~~ eight, 
goa1s was to, guarantee a pla"ce for the arts 1n Ameracan ' 

'education and to :really challenge educators at all/levels ofI 
our educational system to integrate; the arts, to :J;evive theI arts I and give childr'em more' of a chance :to . know what, it 
means to be invo~ved in the arts and,to study them) as well 
as 'to do then:, an4 perform them ~ , ~' I. 

~' So ~e ~re'hopef~l tbat tH~ciugha combination o£ 
efforts, th~ art~ ~ill once again flourish in our ~ountry, ~ ,I 
and' scholarship ~,~ll be given .thehonor it qeserve~. ',And the 
academ¥ "beca~se 11t has be~n 'a ,symbol for a, cer:ttury, has, a 
rbleto play 1n that, 100k1ng both~to the past andl to the, 

I 
, i future. And ,we'te very grateful t~at'here in the ~resent,

• 'I ',' , I 

you are be1ng th<;it example. ; 
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Thank 
i 

very much.y;ou·all 

(End ta~pe . 
I· 
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