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, PR,ESS ,AVAILABILITY WITH THE' FIRST LADY' 
CAPITOL HILL 

MRS. CLfNTON: 'I would just echo what has already, 
been said. Wear$'yery optimistic., 'The mediators today at 
noon confirmed th~t,and weare looking for~ard to the d~bate 
that ~ill take plbc~ to help to clarifY,the issues for the' 

. American 'people who remain in very large numbers in favor of 
universal coverage, in favor of the kind' of plan, that 'the 
President has put: forward that wouldguarapte~ health 
insurance toeverY'American, not just those who ,are 'rich and 
can'afford it,'an~lnot jl:lst those who are poor and will be 
taken care of by the government, but ,everybody, now. ' 

, , ' 

That is; what ,this debate ,i'sabout, and ,that's why 
we"re lo.oking forWard to the debate taking up. the ( inaudible) 
in' July. 

,i Q' Mrs .. CJ,.intoh, would. you cqmment on a proposal 

that'!:? beingdiscll5sedby democrats"and republicans on the 

finance commit'tee i, part of .a tr~gger for an individual ' 

mandate, for lack of,a better way to ,describe it? Do you 

think this iS,a gOod ~ay to m6ve, the proce~s forward? 


MRS., CLINTON: 'I don't know 'the details, and so I 
cannot comment on: it, ,but I,?lm encpuraged by' what I hear. is ' 
very ~ubstantive discussion going on in th~.'Senate ~inance 
committee. ,And a~ long as the ultimate ,objective is 
universal coverag~,by a d~te certain, that meets the criteria 
,that the President has laid out.' 

" Q Will: the 'President'~' (inaudible) establish a 
'commitment to.- uni:versal coverage t;hat is not (inaudible)?,' 

, .' . ' 
, , . . . " \ 

MRS . CLINTON : ,Well, the ,President, has'made very 
clear tbat a bill,that does not result in universal c6verage 

, that guarantees ejvery American. healthinsu.rance. wiLi. not be 
acceptable, but we're not going to comment on what might,or 
might not be i~ l~gislati~~ language until we have a chance 
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'~/' , ,e to actually (inauq.lble)' analyze ,it. 
, " " 

: Q Mrs. Clinton, the definition of universal 
coverage (inaudible) stumbling' block. Ai'yoY,know, in the 

. (inaudible) employment act, ,that was (inaudible)' 97 percent 
of what ,the ~corib~ists no~ say (inaudible) 94 percent., Would 
you accept that s6rt of (inaudible) to'universal coverage 
(ina~dible) every~6dy (inaudible)97_p~rcerit? 

, 'I ' .'MRS. CL+NTON: I'm not g01ng to comment on that 
because that's bne of those abstract q)lestibns that, in the' 
apsence of legislative languageandfinancia;L costing and 

, analysis; we can't ,answer.' 'Whatw'e mean by univer'sal 
co~erageis ttiat ttiereis a ~e6h~nism :inplace th~t 
guarantees every American" -,- regardless of where they work, 
who they work for, ,whether they've ever been sick, whe,re they 
live in this, coun~ry' "'"-guaran~eed health Insurance. 

I ' . . . , 

, I think:what we need t~ lOok at i; wh~t,happensto 
individual Americ<;lnswho are not rep~esented by percentages. 

, ,What we wan't to see is a ,mechanism that guarantees i universaI 
I '. • .' , 'covera,ge" and we'+"e Dot g01ng, to be sat1.sf1.ed unless we 

believe that the legislative language proposed will achi~ve 
that. ,'. ' ' 

Q ,And access (inaudible)?
! 
I 

MRS'~ CL~NTON: Access. I've 's,aid many ,t'imes, we 
all have access t9:a Mercedes Be~z" but it doesn't mean we 
have much.chance 6f getting orie. I think that we 'now have 
'access to' health fnsurance, in tl1iscountry, but it doesn't do 

I you much "good if you cannot afford it .. If does not do you 
much good.if you're among:the now nearly 40 million uninsured 
Americans, the vaJ;t: majority of Whom work but cannOt afford, 
in the current inJ;urance market, to be insured. It doe~'not 
do you much good ,if you have' a' preexisting condition and 
yoU're told yes; 'indeed, you have guaranteed insurance, but 
it's gbingto cos~30 to 50 per~ent of your i~come~ That is 

,not universal cov~rage. " " , , 

And so we have to look very 'carefully.' But we're 
encouraged tli.a t t~Ekf inan'ce 'committee as well as' the other 
committees are ma1<ing very good faith 'efforts' to achiev'e 

,:agreement on universal coverage, which should be (inaudible) '. 

, Q Mrs. i Clinton,- ho:w-: much time have you spent 
• , j " 

(inaudible)? 
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MR,S. : CLtNTON :" cInaudible) so I will continue doing' 
'everything I can,(lnaudible)~ , 

, I.' 
Q (Inaudl.ble .J 

MRS. CLINTON: I' have been doing it., I was in 
, ,j 

Texa~ ju~t' a few days ago.' I continu~ to travel.' I will 
look forward to traveling,' be,cause what I find ,'as .'1 travel 
around the countr§ 'is that 'once people understand what the 
President an'd the: c6ngre~s ?re t'rying to do, there is great
approval. " " 

, clearly; when they don 't get a mess,age that conveys 
accurat~ intormation,' there is confu~ion. S~ anythin~ that I 

'and others :can 'do"to clarify the debate', point dutwhat we"re 
try'ing to achieve, ,we will ,continue to do, because this is 
the most' important social issue we've faced in a 'verylorig 
time. ' 

, '\ 

Q (Inaudible}_debate about the Ame~ican peopl~ 
(inatidible) structtir~' (inaudible) ., 

( . . 
,MRS. CLINTON: I think that once the debate is 

.joined', as' it wi'lt 'be, ast,he majority leader says, in July, 
and Americans are,able to listen to the debate and, to weigh 

"what is" being sai<:I, we already (inaudible) percentage of 
,"Americans who b!9l,-teve'that univer,sal coverage, is essential 

for their o~nwel~ being ~~ ,will continue to rise. It is 
very difficult tofexplain any bill that wotild lead to 
millions un'insured:or ieave,access to insurance to a 
marketplace that ~6uld deny insuran'ce" in effect, becaus'e it 
would be priced o~t of people"s~abi~ityto pay. , 

Arid s06nce the debate realiy starts,as it will,' i 
think the 'Americaf;1 people will, become v~ry (inaudible). 
There's nev~rbeefi an issue that is more personal, that 
people care more about. That's why I have been, from the 
begirming: of tliisr' optimistic that finally this country will,: , 
solve this proDle$~ And I believe it will happen this year. 

, , 

(End of: tape.) 

, I 

, ! 



