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MRS. CLIﬁTON Thank you so much, Nan. And thank
all of you for gatherlng for this receptlon that ‘brings
together people from all over the-country, and indeed, the
world, to celebrate “the successes .of HIPPY and to polnt f
toward the"’ future b : : ‘

As Nan just sald I dlscovered 'HIPPY totally by
acc1dent by readlng an artlcle about the program in the
'Miami newspaper. ° But there was somethlng about that
description which captured me from the very moment I saw ‘it,
because what it said was -that this was a program aimed at a
parent, primarily a mother, become her child’s first teacher
by emphasizing, . through a. structured learnlng preogram, ‘ways
" that children and parents could work together and in thelr
own -ways and competence, and grow. -

, And as’ we heard- so eloquently described by . Dorls,

the story that she tells is a story that we hear over and
over, .and over . agaln,.around the. country and the world. The

‘person who I saw in that picture, that I finally tracked down
by calling. all over the world until I flnally found her at

_Hebrew Un1vers1ty in. Israel, was Dr. Avema Lombard

~ (phonetic), the founder of HIPPY And . she is. here,. and I’d

' 11ke her- to jOln us and 'be recognlzed : '

Now if you thrnk it’s been hard for Washlngton D.C. to.
understand Arkansas, you can imagine what it was -like’ when I
got Dr. Lombard on the ‘telephone. and told her I was married
to.the governor of a place called Arkansas, ‘and that I was
interested in thisiprogram that had been started in Israel,
and that I wanted to know how to get it .started in Arkansas.
And I just credit Dr Lombard with - immense faith, because
after some very long conversatlons -- what Nan descrlbed as
sitting around our dining room table -- led to our being able
to. implement the program in our state and to help in some
small way Wlth 1ts spread around ‘the country
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That wourd not have been p0551ble w1thout the
' Natlonal Coun01l of ‘Jewish Women, which played a central. role -
in both the" creatxon of HIPPY orlglnally at Hebrew University
through the fundlng of ‘the work and research, and also by
housing HIPPY, and. enabllng it to develop 1ts own legs. And.
I want .to thank alI of the representatlves from NCJIW who are
here as well.. ; : : :
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* But ‘then lin order for HIPPY to have a llfe of its
own, it' became very 1mportant that it have a staff that
understood how it needed to be implemented and carefully
expanded around the country And I think we are all very

" lucky that the young woman who was chosen,to direct HIPPY has
‘stayed with 1t and in effect has mothered it along, and .
that’s erlam Westhelmer (phonetlc), who has done a wonderful -
]Ob. , . S - '
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And I want to thank one- other institution that is 7
: about to take over 'a, major role in the life and -expansion in
" the'life of HIPPY, ind that is Teachers’ College at-Columbia.
Unlver51ty, which wall house HIPPY. I thlnk it’s a very

~1mportant step 1n HIPPY'S development.A

S I’m also’ grateful for the members of congress who

-. .have supported HIPPY. And:I would partloularly like to thank’
" Senators Glenn and Pell for being here, and my good friend,

Rosa, .-for their commltment to the concept of HIPPY and to

. their understandlng of what 1t means 1n the llves of children

-4 and famllles.

‘ I'm grateful that the Department of: Educatlon
uthrough Gov. Kunln Kphonetlc) and Secretary Reley (phonetlc)‘
are both here. Because what the Clinton administration is
‘trying to do is to encourage the sort of grass roots -
programs,. like HIPPY that actually work,; that work. with
people where they llve, that. give thenm the skllls and support
they need so they are able to prov1de their children with' the
kind of beginning effort that every child needs: to have in °
order to -be successful 1n school and as Dorls p01nts out ]
in llfe. o : » '

We. have a: lot of hope for what we are ach1ev1ng in
this. admlnlstratlon.( We are partlcularly gratlfled by the.
- extraordinary. progress we have already made in creating new..
‘legislation that the' cohgress has passed that will -enable us
to be more focused on our goals for education and on what we
need to do to prov1de a551stance at the classroom and school
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4 But as Sen. Glenn says so eloquently;'we also,know'
that parents and famllles ‘are where education starts.’ And we!
. know that until we - g1ve the sort of support to families,’
-partlcularly famllles under stress, we .cannot, no matter how.

much. we reform our schools, expect to have the p051t1ve

' results to the extent we would like to see them

So I'm hoplng that the congress, and state
leglslatures and school districts,. and nonprofits, and
universities all around the country w1ll take up the
challenge. of HIPPY and will work to make this. program
available to even more parents and chlldren It 1s one .of
the great gifts that we could g1ve

It is also one of the surest ways we have to making
1t p0551ble for more mothers like Dorls to stand before us.
and, with new confldence and new skills, talk as every mother
wants to talk, w1th prlde about her chlldren and their

‘.accompllshments That s what HIPPY is all about.
’ . o l
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