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MRS. CLINTON; Thank you so much,Nan. Aridthank 

all of You for gatl1ering.for this reception that ·brinqs 
togethe~people frdm allover the-country, and indeed~ the 

- . I· -' 
wor!d, to celebra~ethe succe~ses.of HIPPY and to point 
toward the' future .. : 

I /­

.. ' As Nan jtist said, I discovered 'HIPPY totally by
• 1 ' ,.

accident, by reading. an article about the program in the 
. •• . I . . • ,"

Mlaml newspaper. ' ~u.t ther,ewas somethlng .about that 
description ~hich ~~pt~~ed me from the v~r~'moment I saw itr 
because what it sa~d was~hat ,this ~as a program ai~ed at a 
parent, primarily ~ mother, become h~r child's·first te~ch~r 

• ..' 1 - ". '­by emphaslzlng, .th~ough a.structured learnlng program,ways 
that' children and parents CQuid work together and in their 
. " '.' . 
own -ways and compet;e;nce, and grow. . . . 

_ ,And as'we heard'S~ elo~uently des6ribed bY~Doris, 
th~ story that she :tells isastory that we hear over and'. 
over, and overaga~n,.aroun~the, co~ntry and t~e world. The 

. person who I, saw id that picture,' 'that. I f in'allY' tracked down 
by 6alling ~ll 6vei the world until I finally found'h~r at 

. Hebrew university' iln, Israel, was Dr. Avema Lombard 
(phonetic), th~ fotinder of HIPPY .. And,she is here" and I'd 
lik~ her to join u~ and 'be recognized. 

. . f· . " 
'r 

Nowi! you th~n~ i~'s been hard for Washington, D.C. to 
understand Arkansas,' you' can imagine what i:t was ·like'when I 
got Or. Lombard on ~he 'telephon~ and told. her I was mar~ied 
to, the governor of ia place called Arkansas"and tha.t I was 
interested in this ~rogram that had been started in Israel; 
and that I ~~nted ~o know how to get itstatted in Arkansas. 
And I just credit D~. Lombard with i~mense faith, because 
after some very lo~gconversations -- what Nan describ~d as 
sitting .around bur :dining room table -- led to our' being able 
t'o implement the pr:ogram in our state and to help in' some 
small. way with its 

" 
:spread around' the country.
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'rhat would not have been p'ossible without the 
National ,Council of Jewish' Women" which played a central role' 
in both the' creat;iqn: of I:lJ;PPY originally 'at ,Hebrew 1)niversi ty 
,through' the funding' of the work and research " and a Iso by 
housing HIPPY,andenabling it to develop its ,own legs. And, 

, I ' want /to thank. a I r, of the' representat:ives ' from, NCJW who are 
here as well •. 

i, ' 
, ,'/ I 

,I r " , 
, But then lin brder for HIPPY to have a life of its 

own; it became very, "inlportant that it have a staff that 
understood how it' ~eeded to ,be impleme~ted and c~refully , 
expanded around the' country. And, I thlnk we are all very 

'lucky ,th~tthe yourig' woman who was chosen,to dire~t HIPPY has 
'stayed with it, an~ in effect ha~ mothered it:along, arid ' 
that' sMiriam Westh:eimer (phonetic), who has, done a wonderful, 
job. ' 

And ,I w~nlt~ to thank' one other ' ihstltution that is 
about to take o~~r~, major ,role in the life and ~xpahsion in 
the'life of HIPPY,~rtd that is Teachers' College at'Columbia, 

, 'I" 	 '.' , " ,
University, which w~rl house HIPPY. I think it's a very 
importanf ste~ in H~PPY's d~velop~ent.' ' 

, 	 I 

• 
I'~ also~~ateful £6i the members of con~re~s who' 

,have supported HIPPY. ~nd,I would particularly~ike to' thank 
Senators Glenn and ~ell for being here, an~ my good friend, 

, ,.' I • 	 ' 
Rosa, ,for thelr commltment'to the concept of HIPPY ,and to . 
their uriderstandlng! of what it means in the, lives of children 
and families,. ; , 

,I'm gratef~l that the Departm~ntof:Education 
,through Gov. Kunin ~~h~netic) ~nd Secretary Reley'(phonetic} 
are both here. 'Beca~se what the Clintbn administration is~ 
,trying to' do' isto~i1courage the sort '<;if grass roots 
programs, like HIpp~,that actually work; that work,with 
people where they live/that, give the~ the ,~ki~ls and support 
,they need 'so t~eyare able to provide their childr~n with,the 
k~nd ofbeg{nnihg e~fort,that everyphild needs to hav~ in < 

,: I .. ' ,." 1'. ' 

/ 	 order ~obe successtul lnsbhool, and, a~ DorlS pOlnts o~t" I 
in'life. ", 

, 
r 
, 

' " 	 ' 
We h~ve a' lot of hope, for ,what we are achieving in 

this ,administration!.- We are particularly gratified by the, " 
extra'ordinary progr~ss we have a.lready made in creating new, 
legislation that th~' congress has passed that will enable us 
to be more focused ,on our goals' for ,education and on wha,t' we 
need to do to provi¢le assistance at the classroom and scbool 
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,e level. 

But asSein. Glenn.~ays so eloquently, we also, know 
that pa~ents a~d f~mili~s~are where education starts. And weI 
know that until we:give the sort of support tofalT!ilies,' ­
'particularlyfamil~es under stress, we can~ot, no matter how 
much. 'we' reform bur :schools·, expect to hav:e ,the positive 
results to ,the ext~ritwe woul~ like to see t~em.' ' 

So lim hdping that the congress, and state 

legislatures, and school districts,.and.nonprofits, and' 

tiniversities all a~oundthe dountry will 'take up. the ' 

challenge,of HIPPY :~nd ,will"work to make this program 

available to even ~ore ~arents,and children~ Ii is 6neof 

the g~eat gifts th~t'wecould give. ' 
- ' 

, It is ~ld~ one of the ~urest ways we have to making 
it ~os~iblet6r mo~~ mdther~ like Dori~ to stand 'be~ore us 
and, wit~new confidence and ne~skills, talk as every mother 
wants to t~lk, wit~ pride abotit her children ~nd, their 

~ . I . " . . . " . 

accompl1shments~ ~hat's what HIPPY 1S all about. 
. I 
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Th~nk you.1, , 
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