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, . 

, ·MRS. CLINTON: Secretary Shalala joined this 
... • • I'.· • ..' . 

adm~n1stratron, at thePres1dent's request,-to be the 
. . ! ". " • • •

Secretary of HHS!. She left the Un1vers1ty of W1sconSln very, 
regretfully,. but· riot before she' had pu.t. into place a' footbali 
program that eve~tually won the Rose ,Bow,l this year . 

, I" . " " '. . 

,And everywhere I travel around the. country, 
especially in th~ midwest, people fFdm Wisconsin~ome up and 
say,' "s~yhello to S~cretary Shalala," because they're still 
happy that she d~d what she dict.' Well, she is doing ju'st the. 
same, ,as' she has'put HHS on the footing.not to win. a Rose' 
Bowl" but to really. win' a lot of advantages and benefits for 

. L _ .' " . • .
people who need them, and I th1nk she ,will go down .1n our 
histo~y as orie o~'the great secretarie~ of HHS. And we/r~' 
very grateftil 'tojhei lina~dible). 

I ~ant! ~6 thank also the'members of congress who 
are here.' ,The senators had to leave ,for .a vote. We hea'rd 
from Sen. Daschl~,' but, also Sen. MetzenbauIn' and Sen. Peil' 
were here. Both. of those gentlemen have also been very 
strong ~upporter~ of health 6a~e retor~. . 

.~nd w~ ~redeli~htedthat, in addition to the 
congressman from, Connecticut, who gave a great.speech and who 
has, as,.you.can ~~ll, a,'P7rsonal'stake in this Ylith adult 
opset d1abetes, ~e have w1th,us other leaders of the House of 
Representatives .. Chairman Bill Ford, whose committee" . 

. \ , . repor'ted out very' in~aningful he'al th care reform last week·, 
and we are very 9~atefu~, Congressman Mike Kreidler, ~ho'is 
'sitting' next to :the chairman, who has' been an absolutely 
persistept advod,ate for health' care reform, particularly .f.or 
peopTewith ment;al health probl,emsand with preexisting . 
conditions, and two 6f the members of the House Ways and 

.Means Committee,; who know as mtich about health care and about 
the r'eal need ·of,., Americans, congressIllan. Ben Cardin. (phonetic) 
and :congressman ~ohri tewis. We're very ~leased (inaudible) 
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Youkno\;", the secre'tary, in' her whipping up 

enthusiasm for un:iversal coverage is really right to, make , , 
that the'cheer th~t shou~~ come from this gathering, b~cause 
you repr~sEmt and: you are among the many millions of ' 

, . ' .! " ,Amerl.cans who haVe had to use and rely:upon bur health care 

system. You: repr;esen,t the 'now' nearly, 40, million uninsured 

Americans. You, r,epresent the many millions more who are 

effectively unins;ured, because 'they' now have policies that 

demand, ,as we heard'the' story, a $5,000 deductible from the 

woman in Sam'sd~strict. " ' ' 


i 	 ' 
, , You ar~ representing the more than 81 '~illion 

Americans who ar~ in families with someone with a preexist'ing 
condition. You are on the front lines of unde'rstanding'both 
what is'best about our health care ,system and'what no longer 

, ' . I ' 

wor,ks 'and needs to be changed. 
, 	 I 


I 


I hope' ~that every ,American 'who is, now really 
focusing ~n this Ihealth care debate will do their own 
'internal balance jsheet, , if you"wi'll. Let's put on one side 
all Qf the reasolfs why we need,health care ref"orm and why we, 
need. universal cQverage. . Let's add up i ,in our own' minds, our 
~own pE;lrsor'lal experiences. Let's think about our' friends and 
family membersw~o have had some kind of health problems I. or' 
ah accident that!has 06cur~ed td them. :'Let's understand th~t 
it ischeape;r if jweall are insured., taking' mire of' one 
another i' than what· we do' now. , ' , 

If youiadd up the economic reasons why we need 
health car~ refotm, the soclalreasons why it's the right 
thing ,to do, the'political reasopswhy oUr congress, , 
represented, by m~mbers here who' know what' is at stake" needs 
to ac~ on behalf,oi,health care r~form,and if you then add 
the mora'l, the ethical, the, human reasons, .thebalance sheet, 
is overwhelm'ingl~ in favor of guaranteed health: im~urance' ford 

every American. 

Univer~al c~verage'means putting you and your 

doctor in ~harge:~gain.It means that you and 'your doctor 

know ,what care y?U .need, not 'your insuran6e company. 


It nee<iis,that it means' that a preexisting condition 
no ionger serves'as a bat:' to 'coverage, or at such a high i 

,obstacle that mahycan no longer afford to surmount i:t .. It' 
, 	means that you nO:,ionger' hayeto worry about 'the fine' print 

in your, insuranc~ pblicy~ you know, the fine print which 'says 
you've reached y~ur lifetime'limit, in the care'fot an acute 

i 
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or 	chronic health' condition.' 

I~ 	mean~ yoti ,ri~, lo~ger have to worty about what job 
. I. : • .' 	 .

youcan.take. It, means, lf yo~'re dlvorce~, you no' longer' 
ha~e to suffer wi~h the possibility you c~nnot afford' 
irisur~nce. It m~~ns if you're on welfaie you can actually 
get off and get ~,job, becauSe you will have the same ,health 
benefits there a~ you would have,if you ju~t gave up and 
stayed on welfar~. ' ' 

, , 

The're ~re so ma,ny reasons why, now is the ',time to 
act.' And you inithis room, all who are, behind 'me and all who 
are in front of me, ,know more, dramatically than mos,t' what' 
h~pperts when you~have~h~alth ~roble~ ahdyour ins~rance is 
not ther~:for yoJ. , . 

\, .! 

,Ii we 46, not act, two groups' of Amer'icans will 
co~tlnueto b~ ~~cure:' the very. rich, who will be able to 
afford whatever health care they ,need; and the very poor, who 
you will take care of~ because they will be on government 
. • . ! • ~ 	 .. . 
assl~tanb~. , But everybody ln the mlddle, people llke the 
th~pmans, everyo~e else who has worked haid,who has tried to 
do, the right ,thing, ,they will be even more insecure, than they 
are today. . , ", 

I " 	 ,
When the health care reform debate 'started, some 

people thoughtii:was only ab6ut making suie that the 
uninsured 6ad in~urance.' That' i~ not what health care ieform . 
is about. It is;'not about that, because ho one in this room" 
I don't care h9w:well insured ygu are 'today, is guaranteed 
you ~ill have th~ same, insurance at the ~ame cost, covering 

, the 'same benefit~, this time next year. Not a single person. 

Healfh;~are refo~m is about all of us, and those of 
you who'know what itis'like ,to suffer from acute and chronic 
illness know that better than,' any of 'the rest of us . You 

: 	 cairy so manybu~de~s be6ause 6f the,illnesses' you and family 
members have'suf~ered from. 

But it, is also true that as we learn more about 
·~ow our genetic ~istem works, as we le~rn more abodt 

biochemistry -- '~ believe that in a few years nearly-every­

on~ of us will be at ri~k of being uni'nsured in the <;ibsence

of universal ciov'erage~ Because as we learn more about how 

diseases'start, :andhow it ravages the ,body, we wi.1i learn 

th~t most of us parry some kind ot gene that could lead to 

adult onset' diab;etes, that could lead' to' Alzheimer's, that 
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ciould lead to br~~~t cancer. 
, ',I: ,',' " , , 

.. 'What will we/do when welea~n,all of that 
scieh~ific inform~tion? And that is doming around the 
'corner. " The veryi people who say 'Ide can wait until, 2000 or 
. • -I '. -~. . 

200~ to 1nsure eveFY Amer1can do~not understand that by 2000 
and 2002 ,scientific evidence will. demonstr,ate most of us are 
at risk of some k~hd of diseaie at ~bme point in our lives. 

1 ' .,' 

Then th~ faces qf the people I have seen as I 
. t'raveledaround ,t,he country talking :to the parents of, 
chil~reri suffer~n~ from corigenital diseases,in,our'children's 
hosp1tals,holq1ng the hands of husbands andw1ves, who are 
losing th.eir love;d one to the effects of stroke, or heart 
disease, or Alzhe'imer~'s,'sittingand listening to the stories 
Df ~hat, itmean~ ~henbre~stcancero~~AIDs.ravages a,family. 

,TheIl it will no~ lbe the story of someone' else ..It will be 
all of our storles,., , '... 

r i ' 

That's i~hat is at stake, in this he~l th care debate.' 
And the,p~oplewli0.want to' argue about when 1t,should happen, 
and how it shoul~ :happen, and even' wheth~r it s~ould:happen, 
the people who', w9nt somebody else, to pay for their health ' 
care, they are p~ople who don't yet recognize the very 
fuhdamental trtith~ that~e ~re all in this together.

, ' '. I " , . , 
. \~ 

_ An~so Ii, hop~ that i~ the riext,days 'and weeks ev~ry 
one of 'you ~ho .h~s been touched by disease or accident will 

, I ' ' ' .' ' 
let your voices'~e heard. Let everyone know ,that universal 
doverage now is ri6t only the rig~t thing to do for America, 
it is the smart ~hing~ " " , 

, "} , 

, 'I' . ' 
Wnen we';began: this effort many months ag9, my 

husband,and I wef!= visited by one of our best frien'ds,a 
couple thatI'veiknown ever since grammar'sch06l, that ended 
up ~s high school ,sweethearts getting married~ Thehusband 
is a'small,business man,the ,wife,is,a stay-at-home mother 
~it~ their thr~e;children. ' " 

We spe~t' many', many' hours talking about rai:sing our 
child~enarid all,of,the challenges of, life today. But no 

I ' ,
con'versation meant more tb the President and me than one we 
had ~ith our friehd, ~ho runs ,a small busine~s, who had only 
·four empioYees" and who has, always 'tried to give health 
insurance to his' employees. " " " -, 

About ~I year' ago or, so,, before tbis conversation 

• MORE 

'I I 
I 

I I, 

1 i 
; ;. 



5 
; .... ! 

occurred, one of his employees had a new baby, a baby with 
Down syndrome, sofuething that ,can l1appen to anyone. And when 
my friend then went tp his insurance broker to renew the' 

• I. '. • . \.

lnsurance, hewasi tqld they couldn't Qffer a 'POI1Cy that was 
'going tdcover everything, like thay had, and that they would 
have tO,really inpreasethe,prices because of the' emplCiyee 
with the Down syndrome baby.' -' 

_, I ' 

, ! " 

,But, th~ insurance agent said to my frcie,nd, "YoudQ 
have ,a choice, yd~ know. You Qould fire him, and that' way 
you woul~~lt.havei to,p~y insuranc~ for his famil~, and we . ' 

,could st~ll lnsur~ the rest of your employees and your famlly 
at ,the rate youhave been paying. II, ,My friend, who is not 

• . I . . '. ' • , lradJ.cal ~ he doesni't march, he doesn't pJ.cket, he doesn't do' 
any of that -- he"~aid he was ,stunned. This has been,a man 
who had worked wi1tli him for years'~ a good employee" a good' 
faciily m~ri. ' 

I 

I ' 


And my :friend said he looked at'the insurance:agent 
and he said, nYdJ don't understand, do you? This 'man 1's like 
a member of our f~amily. I couldn't fire him beca~se his baby 
h'as a problem." !But it was very hard finding affordable, 
insurance~ And ~t is a,continuing struggle for small ' 
,businesses that Care. 

If we ~liow'insuranceinterest~,an~ ,scia11 business 
interests that a~e getting a free ride ,from the iest of us, ' 
to determine the:fate. ofhealih care refo~~, we will not only 
continue to pay much more,than we, should in dollars, we will 
continu'e to pay ~ price that, should" be unacceptable in a 
country like ours , wneie, we leave people out, and we leave 

'children behind ~ecause of what kind', of problems 'they have. 
We ,can do better; and, with your.)help we will. 

Now is:thetime for America t'a give health 

insurance, to eve*y Amer ican. ' 'Tha'nk ¥ou y~ry much. 
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