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'For IMMEDIATE RELEASE — - June 29, 1994

' 'REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY’
| 'AT. PREVENTION' GROUP EVENT

"MRS. CLINTONZ Secretary Shalala 301ned thlS

f‘admlnlstratlon, at the President’s request ~to be the
‘Secretary of HHS" She left the Unlver81ty of Wisconsin very.

regretfully, but not before she-had put into place a: football
program that eventually won the Rose Bcwl thlS year. ,

And everywhere I travel around the country,

,'espec1ally in thé midwest, people from Wisconsin -come up and

say, "say hello to Secretary Shalala," because they’re still
happy that she dld what she did. - Well, she is d01ng just the
same, as she has" put HHS on -the footlng not to win a Rose’
Bowl, but to really win a lot of advantages and benefits for
people who  need them and I think she will go down .in oury
history as one of" the great secretarles of HHS. And we’re:
very grateful to, her (1naud1ble) : - ' ‘

I want|to thank also the’ members of ccngress who

are here.~ The senators had to leave for a vote. We heard

from Sen. Daschle, but also Sen. Metzenbaum and Sen. Pelli

were here. - Both of those gentlemen have also been very
',strong suppcrters of health care reform :

And we are dellghted that in addition.to the
congressman from Connecticut, who gave a great. speech and who
has, as. you can tell a personal stake in this with adult

‘onset dlabetes we have with us other leaders of the- House of

Representatlves Chairman Bill- Ford, whose committee”

" reported out very' meaningful health care reform last week

and we are very grateful, Congressman Mike Kreidler, who is

sitting next to the chairman, who has - been an absolutely

persistent advocate for health care reform, particularly for
people with mental health problems and wlth preexisting.
conditions, and ‘two. of the members of ‘the House Ways and

‘Means Committee,;. who know as much about health care and about
_ the real need of Americans, Congressman Ben Cardin . (phonetic)

and Congressman JOhn‘LQWlS. We're very pleased (1naud1ble)
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You know, the secretary, in her whlpplng up

‘enthusiasm for universal coverage is really right to- make
- that the’ cheer that should come from this gathering, because

you represént and you are among the many millions of

_ Americans who have had to use and rely 'upon our health care

system. Youw represent the ‘now nearly.40 million unlnsured

. Americans. You represent the many mllllons more who are
-effectively unlnsured because they now have policies that -
~demand, - as we heard the story, a $5, Opo.deductlble from the

woman in Sam’s dﬂstrlct. . N

\

You are representlng the more than 81 mllllon

‘Americans who are 1n families with someone with a preexisting

condition. You are on the front lines of understandlng ‘both
what is’ best about our health care. system and what no longer

works and needs to be changed

I hope,that every Amerlcan who is . now really

'focu51ng on this 'health care debate will do their own
“internal balance[sheet if you.will. Let’s put on one side

all of the reasons why we need ‘health care reform and why we.

~.need universal coverage ' Let's add up,; .in our own minds, our
own personal experiences. Let’s think about our’ friends and

family members who have had some kind of health problems, or-
an acc1dent that ' has occurred to them. ' 'Let’s understand that

it is cheaper if iwe all are 1nsured taklng care of’ one

another, than what we do now.

If you add up the economlc reasons why we need
health care reform “the social reasons why it’s the right

- thing to do, the: polltlcal reasons why our congress,

represented by members here who know what is at stake, needs
to act on behalf of health care reform, and if you then add-

theé moral, the ethlcal the. . human reasons, the ‘balance sheet.
/41s overwhelmlngly in- favor of guaranteed health 1nsurance for
‘.every Amerlcan ‘ ‘ '

L _ Unlversal coverage means putting you and your
doctor in_charge_agaln ‘It means that you and ‘your doctor

" know what care you need not 'your 1nsurance company

It needs that it means’ that a preex1st1ng condltlon

no longer serves  as. a bar to- coverage, or at such a hlgh' .
.cbstacle that many .can no longer afford to surmount it. It

means that you no Jlonger have to worry about the fine- prlnt

- in your- insurance policy; you know, the fine prlnt which ‘says
. you’ve reached your lifetime limit. in the care for an acute
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- or chronlc health condltlon

: It means you no longer have to worry about what ]Ob‘
you can.take. It means, - if you’re divorced, you no longer '

‘have to suffer w1th the p0551b111ty you cannot afford
insurance. It means if you’re on welfare you can actually
get off and get a. job, because you will have the same health -
benefits there as you would have if you just gave up and

" stayed on welfare ' . :

- : . There dre so many reasons why. now 1s ‘the ‘time to
~act.  And you in ithis room, all who are behind me and all who
are in front of me, know more dramatlcally ‘than most what - ,
\ happens when you | have a ‘health problem and your insurance is
not there for you. r

If we do not act two groups of. Amerlcans w1ll
continue to be secure : the very rich, who will be able to
afford whatever health care they .need, and the very poor, who
you will take care of, bécause they w1ll be on government
‘assistance.  But everybody in the middle, people like the
‘ Chapmans, everyone else who has worked hard, who has tried to
do the right thlng, they will be even more insecure than they
are’ today - , "'Q“ o - B . = «

When the health care. reform debate ‘started, sone
people thought 1t was only about maklng sure that the
‘uninsured had 1nsurance * That is not what health care reform

is about. It is /not about that, because nho one in this room, - °

I don’t care how well insured you, are ‘today, 1is guaranteed
you will have the same.insurance at the same cost, covering

"'vthe same beneflts, this t1me next year Not a s1ngle person

‘ Health care reform is about all of us, and those of
: you who - know what it is like to suffer from acute and chronic
illness know that better than any of the rest of us.- You o
carry so many burdens because of the 1llnesses you and famlly
emembers have’ suffered from. :

) But 1t is also true that as we learn more about
“how our genetlc system works, as we learn more about ‘
biochemistry -- I believe that in a few years nearly" every
one of us will be at rlsk of belng uninsured in. the absence
of universal coverage Because as we learn more about how
. diseases start, and how it ravages. the body, we will learn
that most of us carry some kind of gene that could lead to
adult onset dlabetes, that could lead to Alzheimer’s, that
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could lead to breast cancer._‘;A

- ‘What W1ll we ‘do when we learn all of that
s01ent1f1c 1nformatlon7 And that ‘is comlng around the

‘corner. ' The’ very| people who say we can wait until 2000 or

+ 2002 to 1nsure every American do.not understand that by 2000
“and 2002, 801ent1f1c evidence will demonstrate most of us are
"at risk of ‘some kand of dlsease at some p01nt in our lives.

Then the faces of the people I have seen as I

'trayeled around the country talking to the parentsA0f~«
~children suffering from congenital diseases in our-children’s

hospitals, - holdlng the hands of husbands and w1ves,Who are

" losing their loved one to the effects of stroke or heart

disease, or Alzhelmer s,  sitting-and 115ten1ng to the stories

of what. it means when ‘breast cancer or“AIDS. .:ravages a. family.
.Then it will notlbe the story of someone’ else It will be .
-~ all of our storLes. . R

| That's what is at stake in this healthicare debate.
" and the people 'who .want to argue about when it should happen,

and how it should»happen, and even whether it should happen,
the people who- want somebody else. to pay for their health
care, they are people who don’t yet recognlze the very

fundamental truth i that we are all in thlS together,’

And so‘I hope that in the next . days ‘and weeks every
one of “you who has been touched by disease or accident will
let your voices- be heard. Let everyone know that universal

coverage now is not only the rlght thlng to do for America,

it is the smart, thlng

t

When we began this effort. many months ago, my

-husband and I were visited by one of our best friends, a

couple that I've]known ever since grammar school, that ended
up as high school. sweethearts gettlng married. The husband

is a small. bu51ness man, the w1fe is a stay ~at~- home mother
Vw1th their three chlldren. oo .

S

We spent many, many hours talklng about raising our

Achlldren and all.of the challenges of.life today. But no ’

conversation meant more - -to the President and me than one we

" had w1th our friend, who runs.a small bu51ness, who had only
© four’ employees, and ‘'who has always trled to glve health

1nsurance to his: employees .f oo \ -

1

T About a year ago or so,,before this conversation
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occurred‘*one of hlS employees had a new baby, a baby w1th
‘Down syndrome, somethlng that .can happen to anyone. And when
my friend then went to his insurance broker to renew the - -
1nsurance, he was{told they couldn’t offer a policy that was
‘'going to cover everythlng, like they had, and that they would
have to really increase the .prices because of the employee
lw1th the Down syndrome baby. : .

But the ‘insurance agent. said to my frlend "You do,
have .a ch01ce, you know. .You could fire him,. and that way
- you wouldn’t have‘to pay insurance for his family, and we .
.could still insure the rest of your employees and your famlly

at .the rate you have been paying.". My friend, who is not
‘radical, he doeanyt march, he’ doesn’t picket, he doesn’t do
any of that -- he 'said he was .stunned. This has been a man

who had worked w1th hlm for years, a good employee, a good"
famlly man. , : ‘ S

And ny frlend sald he looked at the insurance ‘agent
and he said, “Yod don’t understand, do you? This man is like
a member of our Qamily.‘ I couldn't fire him because his baby
"~ has a. problem " But it was very hard finding affordable_
insurance. And it is a. contlnulng strqule for small
businesseswthat care. .

If we AIIOW insurance 1nterests, and small business
1nterests that are gettlng a free ride from the rest of us,
"to determine the !fate of health care reform, we will not only
"~ continue to pay quch more than we. should .in dollars, we will
‘continue to pay a price that should be unacceptable in a
~country like ours, where. we leave people out, and we leave’
"children behind because of what kind of problems they have.

" We .can do better, and. w1th your\help we w1ll

‘Now. is | the tlme for Amerlca to give health o

insurance to every Amerlcan Thank you very much.
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