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Q, What d0es the German health care, system have to 
,'do with health care refo~m, in you~ bpinion, in the United 
States? I 

'j 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I think it's something that 
we can look, at and learn! from,_ The 'German syst~m is a public...;', 
private sys'tern.' They ha;ve pr,ivate insurance, and people' belong 

, ,to large insurance pobli'ngcooperatives. And they join the one 
that they're either assobiated, with 'at, work., 'or that, they have 
some othel? relationship ;with.,' And the 'German system has been 
able toprovid'e a high q'uality of health care at ,a ,muCh more 
cost-effective rate tha:~ we~av~. 

, f 
, • f . '

And it's !been, interesting to me in th~ last months 
to look at how" ,in 1980 i our costs and Germany's costs were' 
'comparable. A~d then G$rma:ny decided toget,serious'about making 
sure it could afford to:give quality health care-to all bf its 
citizens and began to make some changes that kept their cost at, a 

, 	 - " I ' ,
much more, reasonable leyel" :while ours continued to go' up. ,,' 

Sol do ihink people, who ~~e serious, about h~alth 
, • r J 	 . ',' t 

care reform l.n our country could look and ,see some thl.ngs. It's 
not perfect; there arephanges they would: lik~ to ~ake. In fact, 
I talked about some of ;that with some of the people that I have 
met. ',But ther,e' are features that I thinky{ould be' useful for lis 
to consider. 

" I 

Q Tq.ey 	~ave universal coverage. 

Mrs. CLinton: That',s right, they'do. 
~ 	 I . . . , . 

I 

~ And i~ei~ economy has surVi~ed .. 
I 

" 	 . r' ." !.' . 

Mrs. Clinton:, Well, they have an em'ployer-employee
I , . " based system, too, Wol~.They have a syste~ where'the insurance 

MORE., 	 , 
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'for the vast majority of people is,availqble' through the "­
workplai::e. And,the indivi;dual and,the employer each contribute 
to the private insurance ,t~at the employee buys. 

Arid that i~ the model that ~e think would work 
best in cur country becau~e it is the closest to what we already 
do, which is employer-'empqlyee-based health ,. insurance.' . 

/' 

. And :the sarite arguments against univer-sal coverage 
were made against Social Security,' which is an'employer-employee 
'contributioni against Medicare, t.?hich is' paid for .with an . 
employer-employee contrib~tion;against e~~riminimum ,wage 
increase. And our' economy is ,doing very w.§ll. We are the envy 
qf the rest of the world, because the 'last year and a half has 
produced so mqny jobs and; our recovery seems to be going along so 
well. . 

, I certainly think' that, the next stage 'for our 
country t6.take economi6ally is t6achieve universal ,coverage, 
which is th~ only way we ~~n 90ntrol co~ts for~he, longrun. 

, I 
" Q What's the strategy now that you're heading back 

home? You have a ~onth ~ef6r~ C6ngress goes to recess. What 
are you going to do? ' 

Mrs., Clintbn:, Well, I don't know.We"I'1 haye t,o 
get baGk and see'what the: members of Congress think. And the 
Presid~nt will be'makin~ ~hose decisiori~. ' 

But I thidk the more, people realize 'what the" 
Pre~ident reallY,wants, ~hich iS,universal co~erage -- wnich 
means everybody 1S guaranteed pr1vate health 1nsurance --, 
maintain our,quality, gu~ranteed choice, and do it through the 
workplace, I think then' peop'le are going to b~ very responsive
and support th~t,. " , , 

Q If it's so ~uccessful,here, why is it having 
such a hard time being ac'cepted in Congress? 

I ,,' Mrs. Cli~~on: Well, I think every c~untry hasit~ 
own cuit~re; politically~ and socially. An~ ~ don't'know that w~ 
ever i1) A~erica look at ~ny other country and say, we want to do 
that. '. We neeqAmerican ~olutions to Amer~c~n problems. , 

'And I thlhk it's'only now in our country that' 
we're really taki,ng health care and' its quality and cost 
seriously. It's,a pro?l~mthat we know we~ve had for 60 /years. 
But it'~ real~yonly ,in the last year and. a half, since the ' 
President's' been pushingi this relentlessly, that we've had the 
kind, of national attention paid to it. I That's what it takes to 
get reformthrougl1. ' Andl it took a while for Social Securi'ty, it 
t09k awhile for Medicar~i these .things are ,difficult., But I'm 
very confident' eventually 'we will, have universal coverage. And 

I ' 
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that's very essential to continuing to afford the kInd of high-. 
quality health care that we iIi America take for granted. 

Thank.you very much. 

Q Are you having a fun on the trip? 

Mrs~ Clint~n: I'm having a great time. It"s 
~wonderful. I mean,. it's ~een suc~ ~ wond~rful experience for us. . \ 

Q Wha.t' s b~en the highlight so far? 

Mrs. 'Clint~n: You know," everything has been. really 
special, because' --', well, ifirst of all" my mother: and, my daughter 

'are with me. So that mak~s it special to start with. And.then 
the countries we've.gone -Po, we've been received so beautifully 

, I. "f.'.. .and everybodY.has been so ienth~s1ast1c 1n the1r feel1ng~about . 
Americaand·the new kind of partnership that we have "partnership 
for peace,," if you will., :people .seem to be very excited about' 
it, so it's been a~great,~rip. ," 

Tha'nk you. 
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