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.,ﬂhas worked out for me., I have already heard- two wonderful
'~.speeches. I don’t know- that' I/ve~ ever heard’ graduatlon_~'
.+ .speeches qu1te as|un1que or, as heartfelt and I am glad I Lo
‘mccould be here to hear that h;'.-_.., T e T ‘ ¢,,”'

'rgam pleased to be’ here w1th Mrs. Kohl w1th whom I spent a
o .very 1nterest1ng,!1nformat1ve, and warm. day yesterday in:
"."Bonn, where I' was.pr1v11eged to.see the-Museum of Qﬂ‘
wContemporary Hlstory and ‘have an ldea of" much of what has , .
* ‘happened’ for the last 50 years 1n a more personal way than I .
' could have ever experlenced from follow1ng rt from the, N
1’dlstance across the Atlant1c. B . ;.‘,J,;

{Igexperlence‘ I. was. 1in h1gh school myself when* Presrdent ' ,
" Kennedy came to Berlln 'T remember watchlng that on ’ R
fﬁtelev151on and-. th1nk1ng 'so much apout what' it. must be . llke.

- for 'those: Berllners who. were 1iving. under . the condltlons RN
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'jf\ij;". 'REMARKS ‘BY THE FIRST LADY - A
St 7 L UIAT JOHN E. KENNEDY. SCHOOL i~y . o i " |
fj“f,,*fv g"w'.,v BERLIN, - GERMANY _;yu; T

: \i' .\ ,__' S - s . A

Sl MRS, CLINTON ‘Thank you.»~Well actually, when theﬂr7;”'

"lletter arr1ved 1t came. ina. very secret envelope wh1ch sa1d
\4"You cannot m1ss the 1994 class. from* the JFK School : And

that was too much ‘for: us to refuse.7 And I ‘am so; pleased thlS’

I want to thank all of you for the' 1nv1tatlon.:jI1§:
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‘ |
Mr Mayor, thank you for hav1ng us s1gn the Golden P

fBook And\I am so- pleased to -be Here with other dlStlthlShed

guests, w1th pr1nc1pals,.parents, and_faculty: Tina, thank,_ :h,_,

}you for that 1ntroductlon '*ﬂvh -*dflfl P
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S “?Q'z‘,f Th1s 1s a unlque experlence for me;ln 'so. many ways :
'”gbecause,_as a' young person grow1ng up- 1n .the Unlted States,f 3_” .

Berlin had occupLed a large part of. my-imagination’ ‘and

~

then.g 'I. have. followed the - ‘excitement and the d1ff1cult1es of

ffthe last years. And for me personally Berlin will: always be:m”
Ca symbol of* human courage and . comm1tment to freedom. "And" I:-
l;am very’ pleased to be heré with' these young people who are
" .graduating from a h1gh school - that represents the mutual
f,;commltment of our’ natlons.pg*‘g __\n.ﬂngnv~ S KOOSR
ot T R R R 5 :

Th1s school should be proud as_Isknowditffs,,offyy
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’ﬂ w1lllng to. accept*hatred 1nd1fference, or aggre551on.

3

1ts success 1n that symbollc role as well as’ the educatlon of

o oL Lo ,’, RN -. ©oE
I B W o

its students.' Tt does stand for -fostering tolerance and.
‘hatrmony .in an often dlscordant ‘world. These students are . .

~complet1ng their educatlon, ‘each of youj at a’'time: of great .

promise and:great’ perll That is always sald at graduatlon

rspeeches because 1t is- always true. Every ‘age brings its

partlcular chalﬂenges to. those who will " move forward through
1t And' today is no exceptlon.h Great perll because every
day around the globe we witness new acts ‘of . 1ntolerance,n»'
1nstab111ty,_and v1olence.- But great promlse because here we
“stand .in a. unlfled Berlln, in a, unlfled Germany.a So we do .~
~have. the promlse and potentlal to. llve out the values that we
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many and have spoken at ‘many, At is. always 'said, because - 1t

1s true, that it w1ll be up to ‘this. generatlon and to each’ offd

you\lnd1v1dually to make your own -way, not only to shape your

‘own’ llves, but to play a, part in. shaplng the collectlve llfe'"
“'of the. communlty around you.~ "And one of the great challenges(

for all of us, but partlculanly for young people today, is to
‘refuse to ‘retreat! into: cynlclsm\or ‘into. pass1v1ty,,be1ng

EE
vore 5 \ N

HX{T ‘;,; It w1ll be up to all of us, but partlcularly these
“young graduates,éto accept thelr respon81b111t1eSxthat go.

.with, their. c1tlzensh1p as AmerlcanS“ German, ‘citizens of the “

. other natlons represented here, pbut: . also: ¢citizens of- the

world.(.And ‘with' that acceptance. of-that respon51b111ty come §

i

two partlcular obllgatlons that I want to,mentlon._i,
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One 1s}to malntaln hope about the future often

‘agalnst great ‘odds," and to’ hold: to the belief. that’ ‘has. been:'

fostered ‘here . 1n|th1s ‘school that there is a’ larger communlty

< E

~ that w1ll respect mutually the bellefs and feellngs of - those 3
~who come from dlfferent backgrounds and experlences. EEUE

[ ' B | . , ,

As ourltwo student speakers have already sald they

are "off to a great start because a multlcultural center llke

.this~ glves one a;chance to be provoked in. one’ s thlnklng, to 3

nurture bellefs,lto test tastes and attltudes. ‘And, as you.

. have: learned that 1nd1v1dual tastes can transcend natlonal 5”'

'1dent1t1es, I know you have probably- also léarned that it
takes: great courage and resolve to open your minds to

‘=“polltlcal 1deas and cultures and mores dlfferent from your
\own
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And at eveny graduatlon speech and I have attendedf
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x?;agaln,ﬂ none :of ! ‘us ‘will be forced to be moved from ourf~
. ::homeland seeklng freedom and peace ‘But every one of us Wlll

- 'fThat is g01ng to be a challenge for all of us 1n a
world where boundarles are- belng ‘broken ‘down every day ‘and
where we. all must learn to accept one another and respect one‘-
another S experlences “ﬂ"v».,, S T o ul.t“
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Sl : As I 51t‘here and look out at thlS crowd of proud -
parents, probably some grandparents, ‘some brothers and’ zh
s1sters and other fr1ends and . relatlves who are here," I know-'“’
‘that for all of. uSI as we are, work1ng our way toward’ the 21st -

},century, there. is no roadmap "There, is not ‘a gu1debook that

will be  handed to mhe graduates telllng them how "they’ w1ll be
~able to cope: w1th)all of the.new challenges they face.  'We -

) H"‘don’t have one laﬂge monolithie’ emp1re lurklng on the other L
.‘51de of the wall Hhat will - help to organlze our. polltlcal and .
¥ s001al and economﬂc responses .f-¢,,ﬂ R : \ A

[f Today the enemy wears many masks : the mask of
ethnlc hatred, the mask of racial. hatred ‘the . mask of

Hi”«rellglous hatred., Today hOStlllty ‘and: aggress1on ‘is much

" less organlzed It can burst onto the ‘scene 'at'a. moment’

‘ notlce. "And 1t 1s d1fflcult in a. changLng tran51tlon as we,

“are experlen01ng often to understand what 'is happenlng around -

;- us.' Perhaps. the students have: a head: start because’ they have
+ . 1lived in thlS tran51tlonal world and they have. understood: how
f:they w1ll have’ to»be flex1ble and adaptable 1n order’ to deal

';;w1th 1ts challenges o Lot S e

} a But underlylng a response to challenge must‘be corea
*bellefs and values - and ‘must be that sense of. hope for the

'aff'lnd1v1dual life.as well as. the larger communlty _And- there
- 1 ‘are.so many" exampges around us. .that ‘defy us to glve up. ever - -
~+'in the face .of challenge s All ‘you' have .to do,,those who' are:

‘Berllners or who have lived here,’1s to think. about what: you

ﬂlhave llved through and,how hope and courage tr1umphed

s . ,vc :
“~'-‘h Mrs Kohl shared with me her experlence as’. a young

/A,girl during World" War: Two, ‘and’-how 1t was ‘hope and.. comm1tment~

‘and confldence and‘bellef that kept her and her: famlly g01ng
Hopefully,‘none of us will experience the hardship of war-

Y

“ be. challenged on'a daily .basis to rise to ‘the: level. ofr:-gf

f]whopefulness .and courage that will contlnue to: brlng the . world
- forward towards: the new.. securlty, peace, prosperlty, and.’

. democracy that we have fought so. long for.fﬁlx PN tyj’ﬁ.,
s S r- : N o S
:”J_j’;" There are many‘examples of human courage rn our
f ' Y Y/ . . 3 . . f L
| ,]\ . Lt .‘ ' A )
S MORE Cel h
.|> ! \ 1 1
e ~ ! -
RIO I 1 . ' .
.\‘- . ,(i


http:how:th~y:wiil.be

. \
¥ “ | | .
. ; N
. - | ‘ . -
s . I N .
A e '
; ' . R - h
va ve i PR ) . o g B . - e ! L . e
. Co . ( - . C C . 0 .
. ' ' - ! B Coe . 50 : EVERE R R
- - o RNVEE. ’ - . . . B . R . R, 4‘~
. ) o Lo Ce N ) o . . . -
. Vo Lt ; . ! o ¢ - . R . . e
e 8 i « - Iy . ;
R ! o

j:world and- T had the experlence last May to see:. one 1n person

xrwhen I attended the 1nauguratlon of . Nelson Mandela ,There '

m.too “aiwall fell, not ‘a phys1cal wall, but one built by laws,
' and customs, and prejudlce, -and. b1gotry, and. v1olence And

he had: every reason to celebrate a .remarkable: achlevement e

fw1th a new' natlonal un1ty government And Pres1dent DeKlerk

"~ hopeful heart has -
Catned oy S L T N

" who :had. helped hlm'make it poss1ble ecould stand ‘in; the .
. sunlight. of-the South Afr1can sky and know that he had helped
ay advance human hope' S S ! R _

But the most aston1sh1ng thlng that happened to me

“'as I was there watchlng this was, not the ceremony 1tself,\as‘ R
"wonderful and grand as it was, but after ‘the ceremony, when ..
- Presidént Mandela stood before “a; large group of people and. o

told us that. he had 1nv1ted three of his former jailers to '/

- his 1naugural ceremony I c¢ould not belleve what I ‘heard,

‘because ‘it ‘is: very,dlfflcult ‘for most of us. to give that k1nd

.. of hope to an, experlence as ‘difficult as that had ‘been, a man f

,“who had:been in prlson for 27 years, longer ‘than our: b
Tgraduates have been: allve “But it- was ‘an-act: of. human1ty,

. -and’ noblllty, ‘and; yes, hopefulness And it stated very
Jclearly orie. must never forget- what has happened but in oo

order to keep g01ﬂg, one must forglve and move . on because a .-
|no room for b1tterness or vengeance or -

And as’ we look around our world today, as we look

.uat Bosnla or- Rwanda, as we. Wlll .see other’ examples of hatred .
‘and v1olence, we know that the lesson that Mandela taught me: ..

that day is"a lesson for. all ‘of ‘us, because each of us in our .

- own’ heart has to be .open to others and-has to bé. w1lllng to

' grasp hands. and to puild thlS new. Germany, thlS new_Europe,

- thlS new world RIS o
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Today the Pre51dent Wlll have the rare honor of’

'belng the first President. to speak in a. unlfled ‘Berlin. - He;

comes to. reaff1rm|the partnershlp and frlendshlp ‘between

7»Berllners and-. Amerlca, ‘between Germany and Amerlca " 'And’ we . -
.-:know ‘that -the. tran51tlon,,whether it:Pe in South Africa or ..
‘whether’ it be.in Germany, will not’ be- smooth There 'will: be'
f‘many dlfflcultleslalong the way.. We ‘have’ the same’ kinds! of .
‘J,challenges in the Unlted States" as.we. attempt to move our:
.country forward and -deal with problems that need to be
;]addressed .gli,,,l‘, e :

. N ( .
It ‘is never easy, but the one thlng we know and the

Tfone th1ng thlS c1ty represents 1s that you have to belleve 1n ,;'
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. SR N the potentlal of human freedom and you have to know that hope

T xli'lk:;g~ ‘underlies a commltment to ‘the. reallzatlon of that freedom Vo
T .one “of’ the great Amerlcan women, Eleanor Roosevelt said that
... of.course it .is 1mportant ‘to. belleve in somethlng, butTit is
I more 1mportant to‘work to achleve that R ‘

v f : \‘
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oy L ‘*;fiix That 1s|what‘thls school represents to- me., That is”
‘ -~wihy we were so/ honored .to receive your 1nv1tatlon and. why I

”y!":’iﬂ am.’ s0 ‘pleased to. be a part of thls ‘ceremony.’ ‘And let us go ﬁx'

B . ’pack’ to the .name. of the school and the mah: for -whom_ it is-
Lo named, because what Pre51dent Kennedy taught us was that we.
i j}fff.[x;3~~have to accept the burdens ‘and. responisibilities’that, ‘go: with'
‘ ﬂ;*m . . 'being a ‘member of'a 1arger communlty. ‘He challenged S
A Amerlcans three decades ‘ago.'to be. committed .to. community- and

“service, to glve to their. country,’and his. words, offered- on‘v

‘Vzvf;;“.'ﬂibanother occasion when the'world:.was, stilldivided.by ‘the, iron
*3,;;>; ‘v.curtaln, rlng ‘trué.. today ‘and are- particularly approprlate ‘in:

,And i would add for respect among all of usr, .

S ;i f?.‘i ThlS school is. proof that Pre51dent Kennedy was
oo re v L right.. Each of you- is proof that- hls*hopefulness has 'been
“ﬁf”;*;“"i lreallzed in the: decades since his death, by each of: your‘j”

commltments to your ‘education and to cyour: future.a And I. houe

\“,

K”‘iiij‘,affl. ~all of us will take the lessons of-this school; not-that we . .

have sat throuqh the classes or, ‘watched ‘the role: of the dlce’
. from one to. 51x, but that we look ‘at . your - faces and we. hear
e .d,rf, from your v01ces the commitment to hope and the future that
15'[V [ you and your qeneratlon represent for all of" us. o s
, i”ﬂﬂ5w'w'ﬁ L ; . Lo
AT e Thank you and good 1uck to each of you.: :
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thlS settlng, when he:'said, '"If we: cannct end.: our dlfferencesfy
now, at least we can help make the world safe for dlver81ty e
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