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S R T AN ADDRESS ‘OF THE FIRST LADY
T ‘ Lo AT, HEALTHRIGHT EVENT ~ - .. -
s WASHINGTON ‘D. C.ﬂ» j, Ao
o ;';1fg"lv3j~f T*f'ﬂ "f *f'n L
e _‘_Al__n.'f © -+ - MRS. CLINTON"?-— I truly enjoy Healtthght events
R because P alwayslget to hear.-from people and: meet- people who
' ' I think’ are the real heroes and the real people of courage 1n
' Amerlca.{'g :1_ ;,,’3;, « : L .

- e . P o B
‘ .

~lej? f'tﬁf I And all durlng the events of thls mornlng, Ryan has
been just smlllng up a, storm. . He has been. noddlng at

~has- listened very carefully to all the. storles that have been'
“told. about all of ‘the children as well as the worklng people;-
the young" people, the older: people : And throughout all, he

'ﬁ:.f}“ everythlng everylsenator Has sald ‘in.obvious agreement ' He f',

'*,ff~; ;i~‘- ‘had’ the, expres51on ‘on ‘his face that I can only: descrlbe as ﬂng*lr

ol 1r'jn,f:
So when I got up to speak and he ‘stood up and
L started applaudlng,vI thought "Aha, “Ryan. .. You.' just ‘have to
o ,jf,,: go with me. for the next couple of weeks.” (Inaudlble )
e applauses) ) Lo

&

g . Do beatlflc. fHe had\ (1naud1b1e) remarkable
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SR LI L O P We had an event at the Whlte House a couple of
EERT n;,“j‘weeks ago where’ children stood and read the letters that they

' )7 ..o had wrltten about health .caré. And there was one; boy . who, (
N . stood ‘up, ‘and he talked. about his brother Mike, who has some
* - serious problemsi and talked about ‘all of the dlfflcultles
e hls famlly has in- maklng sure. that Mlke has the health care
S that he needs.ijs_ 3 . U e : - - ‘ ~
f '1“§¥-"“*;””‘ ’; And at[the end of 1t thlS young boy who ‘was .- '
talklng about hlS 11tt1e brother ‘Mike gaid, "I thlnk we, need
~a slogan to make| sure wé get-health: care. reform."‘ He" said,
i"I think the- slogan<should be MIKE" ‘Médical Insurance for
. , o KldS Everywhere " And I thought ‘that. if:you can keep in mlnd
p e " the. Mlkes and ‘the Ryans ‘and.everyone else who has’™ spoken, ,
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those are pretty good arguments agalnst all of ! the negat1v1sm'f,g”‘
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;1p1ecemeal reforms, worklng people contlnue to have no’ “'.‘J
gcoverage and runbthe risk of losing- coverage., When 'an: Lo
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R I wanted to say just a few'words about unlversal
coverage., Because universal coverage has'. become properly the. -
real cornerstone, as. ‘we. heard,earller, about what it is weg :

_are trying to. achleve.. ‘Ahd "the' reason it is ‘is because . ,Q("
~health care reform w1thout un1versal coverage w1ll not: work

(Applause”)“"w d ,.;_-;/, ,~\,94A : e e ‘ «
ST T T T ! )_,‘.. . * ,’ '; ~-" - -.', - A" T

QT :.g“ For those of ‘us who have been advocatlng unlversal

coverage,.we ~havé said repeatedly, If you have a better 1dea,i}

;if you can: solve~all’the problems -='not. just:the: problens’

‘that we have ‘heard :about today of' people who' already have (”\7~

" health care dlfflcultles ;but ‘the problems of all of us/
"Because ‘as. several of our speakers have sald "There but for
the grace of God gokany of us.ﬁ,~~*4\ R PO S
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L Thls i$ not, just. about the" unlnsured It is not
]ust about ‘the. dlsabled.. This:is about. every Amerlcan,,every

-ohe of: us.‘ So 1? ‘there is’ a better 1dea about ‘how to achleve'
“unlversal coverage, we are’ ‘Open:to . it., ‘We have waited, jwe7

‘have walted 60 years. ‘We have walted 30 years.; We: have
walted now a year and a half. for any of the’ opponents of

'unlversal coverage to come forward w1th an 1dea that w1ll

work.., L . ,' Do s , i B TN e o - \‘..
Ve a .A.-h""rl"‘ ""_r ,i o .\',,,‘; ’x e "'," v «. B

Now, the reason 1t w111 not - work s because under

.

employer drops coverage,-or as. you heard this mornlngqvwhen
_you change jobs and you. are put.on.a, 90-day Or 6-month
waltlng perlod for pre- ex1st1ng condltlon, you are not

*xsecure, ‘even though you have tried to:do the . right thing - by

worklng one ]ob two jObS as many ]obs as you can pos51bly
afford to flt 1nto a day PREEE . ‘ , ,

¢ ) P H
. : /

o g e
The other reason plecemeal reforms that do not
achleve unlversal coverage will’ not: work is. because those

reforms ‘will raise the cost of 1nsurance ‘for working. people

who are already ﬁnsured - If. you. .saw'or . -heard about the ,f.s}yf'w

Cathollc Health Assoc1at10n ‘Lewin (phonetlc) Study . on- Monday,
whlch was done. because the Cathollc Health Assoc1atlon has a
long .commitment to taklng care’of all Amerlcans w1th1n their.

areas, they’ @oncduded without any. p0551ble doubt that if you ’V‘I

.only’ do plecemeal reform, you- w1ll actually rncrease costs
for mlddle 1ncome Amerlcans. Y
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Now, thls was not just ‘an . abstract study States
have trled to deal w1th rlslng health care costs. Every
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p1ecemeal reformxthat has been 1ntroduced ih’ elther thé House

'or the Senate has 1ts roots in one of: the more than 40~ states

whlch have’ trled to deal wlth thlS klnd of health care
problem.”;‘b..a RN -u“g A T

R K I - . ~s.',:f'

- ‘ L ’ ’
RO L And we. know from looklng at the state experlences -
that 1n ‘the absence of natlonal unlversal coveraqe, you Wlll
not qet the results you wantw» ,.,glv,uA ) RN :
R For example,.take Iowa and South Carollna, two :
states whlch have tried to do what. some in “the .House and ‘the
Senate have saldlwe should do: -Have- some plecemeal reform,‘»
, some 1nsurance reform, - sub51d12e the poor, -and everythlng
w1ll he flne.;h”q;, wf’,f__‘ ST , bﬁ.y, - i

. : R A e o RN R

S ”rf Well‘*lt ‘is not flne. Because what has happened 1n

both Iowa and- South Carollna under plecemeal non-unlversal
reform, is- that the ‘nmumber' of worklng AmerlcanSf-- mlddle-
class, worklng Amerlcans == who have. lost insurance has gone .

';r,up And the. cost for :insurance’ for - people. who remain- insured,

‘has qone\pp o Two results that we cannot afford to let happen'v

any longer..;l]ij C f~~“n RV ,‘¢/_g& T,
C And flnally, you cannot ellmlnate pre exxstlng iiﬂﬁ“

condltlons, prov1de portablllty, and guarantee real . coverage
‘to.every Amerlcan that can never be taken away 1f you, dO’nOt

have unlversal coverage.«'*,vgﬂ . ) AT
K \ e AP -‘ i ‘ B S N l.‘ .
PR Now, what 1s the problem since’ anyone who v . ¢

objectlvely looks at this’. reaches the samé. conclusion?- The;:f

problem is ‘that the 80 percent of Americans who want IR

unlversal coverage are belng drowned out’ by the 20 percent

who do not want to pay thelr falr share.~.(Applause ) A ﬂ
. T s . ; ¢ .

I was Lalsed in a conservatlve, Republlcan famlly
I ‘was the kind. of Republlcan .when''I was grow1ng .up ,who *
followed people llke Arthur. Flemlng, ‘who were. ba81cally

f‘commltted ‘to- makang this country what it should be by glving

people opportunltles to work hard and 1f they played by thellflsuf

rules, they would be rewarded yyh h%,:v SRR

And where I come from, people who are freerlders

“and freeloaders on. the system do not ‘deserve: respect., What

they deserve is to be told. they have to ]01n the rest .of us’

~and pay' for the best health care. system in the. world "And -

‘ ,the members\of Congress ‘should’ be w1lllng ko stand up to -

those llttle talls that are wagglng the blg dog of unlversalb

\4, s

. L :pf : S e e T L
P MORE TR e e
- ',"g RS e [ LR ot S o
: | . . o ) % . .y
¢ . Y~ .
. : - d : - - v ',
. . : ‘ .
- R e . R o : 2 ;
T L | . e e B .
. N N Saae .o -
[ i . . - X .
. . | H . ! ta 5, -
H 1 L ! R s
' . B .
e ! ! .
. : )
Y i :
* . s b . : . . ‘
: i . - s
N a et
< 1 <. ! x
L N A f P [ :
B * A v s n
VI . 0N
Y3 i ~


http:mJ,dd.le

O
B

;
/
'
- w, i f P ) N .
‘ N ! : ol ’ o
‘ | l [ ' .
N P . . .- R . ! . LN ' 4

ihealth care coverage and reform, ahd;say}j"You too, shoﬁldffg

have to share respon51b111ty.",n fAH['.‘_ .%, . ‘
. | ) i .v‘ ‘t «l.'

K

ot h And we ought to be able from thlS Capltol ‘to say

»'that every Amerlcan not - just federal employees and’ members
. of Congress and the Pre31dent “not - just people on’ Welfare, )
;and -not- just people in” the jalls of Amerlca, ought to be o
,,guaranteed health 1nsurance»§,7;* T o

PR ,.'. S AU L
. *

That’ Iwhat thls battle is about It's the rlght

o thlng ‘to -do. Itlmakes econdmic sensé for’ Amerlca. And 1t 1s?jv
Vrﬁsomethlng that needs to be done Jnow. - G ‘

‘ . ‘v’ ! (/ 'v; . 7‘. " ",‘.. o .\‘ ' Lo I \
Thank you very much. S Teos ey
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