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AN'ADDRESS ,OF· THE FIRST ,LADY ,. 
1, -',' -, ( . ' , • ", , , " . 

,!' ,AT COORDINATED CAM·PAIGNFUNDRAISER 
••' 1 . \ 	 "j ", '.'., " ,:' : -8EA,T'l'LE, 'WASHINGTON: ' 

" , . \. , ., .' \, , " t, , \ , (.',' .,': .,': .; .' . , , , I ',:: " :, '. \ ,
"r ,', " f I'; I~'; '. ..., ,. '" ~.:" :", ": \..,. :' 

;: . ... \' ,M~~.. <;L~,NTON ~~. ,.-?\nd ther7,' lS; po s:tto'nger .adv6bate, 
.for he'alth care 'reform J:n the> elitlre .county than· " 

· ~, ' •. " • I·' '.,.',':" " • " 

· Repre,sentatlve Q,ll1,l.McDermott. And Congres:swoman 'Marla ' ' 
· Cantwell: is·,thereimaki~hgadi.ffei::"eDce in Washington',: and ,I 
'hope this Washington sends her:backfo~that'washington~,;. " 

,;'tApplause~)... i','\, .. ' . :.i . ", .', '. ',," 
I. 

" 	

· :", ',: Apd 'C6n~ressinan Mike, KnH,dler'knows, what h~ ~s,.,J, . 
',talking 'about.wheD "he talksabbuthealth. ca:t~', . pecausehe, has 

'. 'first":'hand expe~ienc~t'aking care of:the· people'in the" .. 
· "', .:,' - ',' ",I , '.' ". • " I' • • I'," """ _'

". Seattlea:tea;' . And we. need Mlke' Kreldler to 'make.sure' health 
· ".(' I'·,',' 	 • ')~., t "," "" I .' I' '" i ." , . ,'. . '," , . • , 

, ','~ care ,reform l,sdone.rlght,,' (Applause.) ", .':,' 
"," . ""1.;' ,.:'."" """j', ":.,. '., ,," .. ::.,

'e 
 " :". ',,, :a'here ,a~~som'any p,eople,.';Tike' Insurance" .,..,' . 
i. 


'. \comini'ssibner' Deborah, Sand, (ph6ne:ti9) a,rid: others' w,ho'are here 
.' , ' ' , , " " j • " .' •••• ' - ~ : 'I '. ' t ' • •

'b,ecause we kn,?w, t~at W'f,Shlr:gton l,~,lead:-ng .the''W?Y','f<;>r. the " 
rest" of the countEly. Wa.sh'lngton ~·l.S begInnIng to. achl.eve ' f' ~ 

,I. health,. ca:r-e r~t6irtr; .. and' you. areatready seeing costs "go~ng 
!, 

. 
,\ 

" 

; 	 down., ~e,caJls.~' y~u ~r,~'~6in9 it, r',:ight. ..1Uld ~e ;want· t9;thank 
' 

,you for . thi:1t· leadershlp.' -(Applause.) .'1 
" I I " " ' ", 	 • 

.'-. ..' . .' .. ;". if' '. . '. ' . .' ' , " .. ' " " . 
',,\ ,,·Npw,'let. me: ..just say a:,~~w' .words abb\f1;:what .we,are ...trying. to achie.'je~,·b'ecause,my goodr;l'es,s',::t:here.' is "a', ~ot. of,', '. 

· mi'sinformati<;m!;There are sbmahy p.eople<whq do not know '. , 
, '.' '.' ,I' . 1 •. '" ,'.,. , " I. ,. \, 

, ~ ,;, ' · what; he'alth·.·care rE!forin r,eallY·"means •. 'Let me .. give yoy tw.o.'. . I:.' examples.' ',1",' ...... '" \ ' ... ,' .:". ""j I, 

, :', ;:' '. l' , ',' , .•:. ,! ,,' , . , " , ,":: ':' " ; . 
~, ' 

,~.~ow~many of'yduha~e'heard~of Medicare?' Have,you',~' 
. , heard" of Medicare?, Med'icare'. is a program-'to take care .of' Qu:r 

, :' ,older. Amer icans:, .~ my mothert;yourpar.E!nts, yc:nir gra~'dpa:rent:.s. 
,':' . . ,',,' <;,' 'l'" ~ ': I ,< • • 

'. . ' . 'I " , '~. .' , ',' 
.; " . , r'" 

.". '\ ... t'· '. . . . .' I, ~ ". ~',' ,', " ,~ '. .. ' , " .' 

D6 you:th~nkMedlcare te~lsany~ody wha~ doctor . 
theycan.',see?"Do: ycnfthink.'Med~caresaY$ you c'a,n't "g,6 tothe" 
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hospital you choose? Of course not. Medicare makes sure 
I , ,

that every older Amer1can 1S given the dignity of knowing 
their health care! needs will be taken care of. And we are 
proud that we have a program like that. (Applause.) 

But I h~ve to tell you. When Medicare was being 
debated in the 1960s, the very same people who are opposing

I " •health care reform opposed Med1care. They all sa1d the very 
same things, that!Medicare would hurt older people. Well, 
thank goodness America did not listen to the naysayers. 
America acted to ~ake health care available to older 
Americans. (AppIJuse.) 

Let me Jive you another example. Every member of 
Congress and Senator Murray and the President of the united 
states has guaranieed health insurance. And you know who 
pays for it? You!pay for it. And you know how it's paid 
for? It's paid for by employer and employee. contribution. 
So that your tax 401lars ar~ mandated to be paid for the 
health care of members of, Congress. ' ' 

Now, of Congress are tolddo Iyou t~lnky~ur members 
what doctor they have to use? No. Are .they told what 
hospital they canigo to? No., They hav~ freedom of choice~ 
But they have somlthing that every American does not have. 
They have guaranteed health insurance when they need it. 

Why don't we make sure that Americans under the age 
of 65 -- allAmericans,not just federal employees, not just 
pe<;>ple on Welfare,l not j,;!st people in jail,. but everyone in 
th1S crowd and everyone 1n Seattle and Wash1ngton has the 
same thing member1 of Congress have. (Applause.) 

And the other thing that's interesting about this 
health care debat~ is that if Congress canfigure.out a way 
to fund health care for themselves, don't you think they can 
figure out a way tb fund health'care for you and your . , 
children and every other American? (Applause.) 

You know, every generation or so, a great issue 
takes the imagination of our country. Sixty years ago, it 
was social Security. When President Roosevelt said if you 
worked hard for a iiving, you should not be in poverty when 
you reach your oldbr years. And he fought hard for Social 
Security, and the yery' same people who were against social 
Security are against health care reform. 
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Then, 30 years later, when Medicare was fought for,
Ithe very same people who were against Medicare are against 


health care reform. 


You knot, if we had 'iistened to those people, we 

wouldn't have everi settled Washington, because nobody would 

have gotten on ~ ~agon train because they would have be~n 


I •

told they couldn't do It. (Applause.) . 

I am ti~ed of people in America being told we 
cannot solve our ~roblems; we are solving our problems. . 
(Applause.) Two years ago, it' you had been told'that within 
18 months of a new President, we would have cut the deficit 
in half; we wouldlhave created 3.8 million new jobs; we would 
have actually, fo~ the first time, seen the.debt in America, 
which had been driven up in the pr~vious 12 years, begin to 
go down, for the ~irst time since Harry Truman was President, 
who would have betieved it? (Applause.) . 

I " . 
You know, there is an'old saying that I always 

liked. And that is that "If you don't have the facts on your 
side, yell." Andithere is a lot of yelling going on in 
America. And the yelling is trying to drown out the desires 
of a majority cif Americ~ns. (Applause.) Because we know, we 
know what the right thing·to do is. ·Sevent,y to eighty 
percent of Americ~ns know. We need health care reform, paid 
for with employer~ and employees contributing to make sure 
every single Amer~can is insured. (Applause. ) , 

. . . I . 

One of the great challenges we face in America 
today is to listed to each other and to work with each other 
and to overcome t~e forces·that would divide us. Because I 
have to tell you, las I travel around the country, health care 
is not a partisan issue. You know, every kind of person gets 
sick and has an accident. When you look into the eyes of a 
sick child, you a~e not seeing a Democrat or a Republican, 
you are seeing a sick child who needs our love and attention 
and medical care. (Applause.) 

And what I hope that we will think about, and what
I . •• . . 

I know your memberls of Congress wlll thlnk about when they go 
back to the capitol, is what is really at stake. Because 
when you .stop all 10f the arguing and. the debating back and 
forth, what's really at stake is: will every American who 
works hard and pla~s by the rules be able to be secure that 
he or she will hav'e health care when it is needed? Because 
none of us is secu~e today_ 
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And I want to be able to go anywhere in the state 
of Washington andl to talk to people and to tell them we are 
taking care of their problems. I want to be able to say to 
the mother whci islworried that when her husband loses his job 
and they lose their insurance, they cannot take care oftheii 
children: "You live in America. You don't need to worry

. I
about that anymore." (Applause.)

I· , ,. : So let me ask all of you who know that Amerlca 
needs to do this, Iwho know that it'will save us money; it 
will save individuals and families money; it will save 
bus inesse's money i I it wi 11 save the government money. I want 
you all who belieye that it is wrong f9r, the kind of health 
care you get to depend upon what kind of insurance you have. 
And ~ ~ant all oflrou,WhO believ7 that it is a moral ~ssue, 
not Just an economlC lssue, to plck up your phones, plck up 
your pens, and let the world know that -- just like with 
Social Security, Dust like with Medicare -- let's make 
America stronger by making Americans more secure. 

I " 
Thank Y0U all very much. 

I 

* *- * * * 
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