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R Thank you 80 much for 1nv1t1ng me. And thank you Mr.fﬂ
Brock (phonetlc),dfor that’ 1ntroductlon. T I also want. to‘~
thank ‘Wayne:' ‘Embry | (phonetlc) for chalrlng what' T~ know .
U B “‘promises . to be a great conference, and, for “including so. many'
o T ~f » officials: from my rhusband’s" admlnlstratlon ‘who areé there to.
R .talk with you about what we . are trylng to-do to move forward‘
f,‘j‘gv the lorig=time, agenda of “the Urban" League, , and also, the new
Ll Q* empha81s that you are brlnglng to your very 1mportant work.
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, e e - T just sorry I 'can’t be there myself to’ R
’fﬁ S , congratulate.Hugh Prlce (phonetlc), your new preeldent and, -’

, o

o T e U on' educatlon reform and other 1ssues affectlng our chlldren.‘j
'.[‘.’A S S T, want to thank Hugh for all of hls hard work and¢"
. P,also, to tell hlm that we ‘look forward to his’ 1eadersh1p

A Because the League,‘over ‘the.past ; 84 - -years, has led” the. march?

G e T ~:--'-agalnst rac1sm and poverty. and neglect; and now is- golng 1ntog
C.0 ... new -areas that 'will contlnue .your efforts: to 1nsp1re us, as.
R o We confront old ahd’ new. challenges today i
c It's no secret that we are at a watershed moment

for many 1ssues fa01ng our’ oountry, partlcularly, health c¢are
reform.~.L1ke many 1mportant causes the Urban League. -has ’ ’

} L fought for over. the years[ thlS one, . also, is -about rlghts
e, land. respon51b111t1es.‘ It is an economlc soc1a1§ and moral

. e | s :
s 4lseue all wrapped in one.,r ‘\”;3 o y

v‘,
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i }Q}gf:fi'.t"«“*ﬁ And 1t comes: down to whether we are w1lllng to -
’ oy =;;'ﬂempower all Amerlcans to fulfill. thelr God glven potentlal
‘r..7 . and lead. producthve, healthy 11ves. ‘__. ‘ﬁ ,',;u-\-a'
“fklg' l;>f'rf;ﬁli‘3"~fﬁg When the Pre81dent flrst talked about reform, he
A R ftalked about thenrlght of every Amerlcan to have health
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‘someone I have’ had the pr1v1lege of, worklng with' in-the past?ffif
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securlty that could never' be taken away

And he talked about

(e

.our responslblllty, 1nd1v1dually and- as a natlon, to share’ '

the burden for, paylng for-health care.

for how we mlght achleve these goals. 4
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Since then through all the many dlSCUSSlonS and

the debates,and the analyses,

the Pre51dent has remalned

:steadfast . in hlS commltment to the goal that ‘every. Amerlcan

would be guaranteed health 1nsurance.

It would be

i

affordable, ‘and it would’ be . there rio matter whether you

changed jobs; were! dlvorced had some klnd of 1llness or

acc1dent.v 3‘.._“i,f, R
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L "'f q Because that cOmmltment 1s in llne wlth the RS
commltment that underlles the. values'of hls pre51dency .

.Whether, we . are talklng about - the ‘3.8 mllllon ‘new jobs in the
prlvate .sector that have ‘been. ‘created in-the. last 18- months,

‘or tax rellef for nearly 17 million worklng Amerlcans S0 that
they dia: not have 'to. choose: between Welfare or ‘work.
fact. that for three consecutlve years,

have reduced the deflClt

offlce. }';,,;;»,xr<
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now
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“Or the

thlS Pre51dent w1ll

4

nearly by half 51nce he took

3

“has not occurred s1nce Harry Truman was- Pre51dent

Pre81dent who understood where the buck really stopped ‘,‘g‘fQ‘
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or . the Famlly and Medlcal Leave Act the Brady,

\~»\Q,_fv' Hav1ng three stralght years of def1c1t reductlon

another

. Or whether we are talklng about school to-work

1n1t1at1ves that,|for the first time,
ﬂopportunlty to- young people who .are. not g01ng on to four year
fycolleges.;tj~§, : L . . . S

] i [ Pt

.give somé hope and

P

Blll Welfare reﬂorm, Whlch is. now mov1ng through Congress

health care reform.
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‘3““";750' All these ‘and- the many other tough 1ssues thls :
, aPre51dent has tackled are An 1line with his overarchlng goalv.

whlch is, to' restore an ethos in Amerlca where -we honor

and reward work w1th real opportunlty

v

That's why what happens 1n Congness over: the next,~i‘

few weeksils S0 1mportant
" of “who ‘we are as'a soc1ety

[
PN

What 1s at stake . is the essence:

Are we a natlon that

falrness, justlce and’ 1nclu51on,
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‘Or are. we,f
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And he welcomed 1deaSj,g

;wpeople 'S rlghts but also acknowledge thelr respon81b111t1es{r'-

v -
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';;mllllons and mllllqns of our ‘citizens. and excludes people
_from the ba51c rlght of affordable health care.:”;‘ oo a.'j_d,

'fall to bulld a system ‘of universal. coverage,'we fail -
”everyone equally ;You know,\ln 1980 88 - percent of’ our work

. more’ for the samefcoverage, .and ‘without ‘any’ addltlonal
/jbeneflts: AR I bet you know people whose coverage 1s so TN
~inadequate that they wait - untll they are sick to-séek ... U
.“;treatment -and then ‘go, “to. the niost expens1ve form,. the A
':emergency room, - because they don't feel they have any real s

V.»fﬁ”f.' f‘z And I also bet most of you ‘know, someone who wants
" to ‘work but- is . trapped in the Welfare system because it’s thev
j'only way they can oover thelr famlly s medlcal bllls."' ‘
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ThlS 1s not a partlsan ‘or 1deologlcal 1ssue.. If we

G

force -- worklng Amerlcans‘: ‘had health 1nsurance. Now

"..that "is down to 83! percent .We' are g01ng ‘in the _wrong

direction., ‘And.we}equally fall Democrats,'Republlcans, and L

-f;Independents.~ We‘fall all races and ethnic .groups. We fall
;;,the o0ld,the young, the rich, »the: poor,‘and espe01ally, the, -
-, middle class.~zWe fall the employed and the unemployed.“ﬁ ‘

And we espec1ally fall the klnds of people the ?jff“"

> Urban League ‘has worked S0 hard. for so ‘many: .years to. help
.’fpeople who dig and|scrape all thelr lives- trying to:move'

. forward, to make progress, - to build: securaty for themselves\
..« 'and their famllles‘ only: to* be knocked off. the ladder because
”«j;of a. plnk sllp, a catastrophlc 1llness, a change 1n job ) L o

l o ) K bt
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1 bet most ‘of. you, llke me, know someone who does‘

. )
?not have 1nsurance.; And I.bet most.of 'you know someone who
Jis at rlsk of. 1031ng their 1nsurance, because 1n today S job L

market that 1s any of us.” .ﬂ“T"g R )V_,-_'b R .(5_a
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CI° bet most of you know people who have had to pay E 3‘;f

’ ":'\
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f*('w: QV We all know these people. They ‘are us.. They are ‘ .
our frlends and" our nelghbors.f You'can look at the big . ”;:-fﬁ‘w

statlstlcs about mllllons ‘and millions -of them out there.,

guBut what is more'lmportant are the 1nd1v1dual faces of your §f~
urelatlves ‘and frilends and néighbors . who, even. if they are

insured, today,. have no. securlty ‘they will be, at the same

prrlce for the same coverage thlS tlme next year.~"

: ] The 81mple fact 1s that unlversal health care
coverage ﬁs the only way to control health care costs., It’
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SRR ‘the_only way to protect worklng people from skyrooketlng
© .- premiums. - It’s ‘the only way to. ~give every Américan health o
. jsecurlty, and. it’s the only way to start,shrlnklng the . f”"
' ',Welfare rolls.,*;lg~;. RO Tl e e
faV'VV;jf,Q~tﬂ"\ ‘That’s" why,\ln the next - few‘weeks, we:must'sendbafhn

- - very clear message to. members of Congress./ lee Amerlcans,~
’}-~H-what they, themselves, in- Congress have: - guaranteed healthg~-
v f”»{jn;securlty, pald fori by the employer 1'namely, us, . the. "A e
BT taxpayer -=.and’ the emp@oyee namely, members of Congress;g~‘
S i == both contrlbutlng .That is what this® President has- been
S Tflghtlng for for: the past months., And 1t 1s what we are -
*’.‘}jstlll flghtlng for today IR o

" o * R <. . Y
L . . v ° L !
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R 'f” And 1t is® what the Amerlcan people want Poll
ji<.after\poll shows that 70 to .80 percént of us favor unlversal
h.choverage,-and that over” 70" percent of ‘us favor. flnan01ng it
w}fthrough the employer based work place system of 1nsurance'~
that ‘most. of* us currently enjoy . So-. let’s net, let a n01sy

h'ihl' »mlnorlty .of. naysaxers and polltlcal opportunlsts drown out
T s the ma]orlty . S ‘ R A o,
*ﬂ*‘, Unfortunately, there are many pollt1c1ans out there

fnii‘é5 ‘who w1ll come before you. and other -groups and Say-they

Vel

R support unlversalrcoverage. . But then they don’t complete the:ﬂ.f
‘I'; ; ;"Qf~ thought ° They don’t explain how they would ‘finance it or . how

- ‘they. would get’ those who are freeloadlng ‘off our system o=
(wg” . businesses, ‘that- don't help thelr employees, and therefore,,

" _have a. competltlve advantage how they would end that klnd
i of. 1rrespon81blllty Lf’. T 2= .
SN Q."Lf‘t o S w; Y LU 7 oo o - ST "'u.a;;.
IR SRR We know from experlence around the country, in -

dozens of, states, that there "is..only.one. way that works."It'uy
oo is.a: system that the vast majorlty of Americans. already .use. ;
S It is the most equltable,,efflclent system because it builds |
o ' on shared respons1b111ty between employers and employees._.&<

1 NI 5

e e L{f Why wou&d we turn our: backs on a system that’ works" .
L for most of ‘us?. Why would we’ des1gn somethlng brand new- whenij"
"y;,~f we want- to fix what is broken ‘but keep what- worksV Why would’

. fi<3?75we accept. partlaq solutions that ;we know have ‘not- ‘worked in -

S »,the states .that: have tried them? Why would we 1gnore the
Lo example of : Hawalr whlch has proved that a system of - Y .

“universal: coverage and shared respon51b111ty not only “:'

It controls costs and 1mproves ‘health but lowers 1nsurance costs -

L fh\ of. bu31ness., In fact .small. bu51nesses in Hawall pay 30 - 7
: percent;less for. thelr 1nsurance than bu51nesses on the ‘ﬂf‘
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o There are some 1n Congress who are pleadlng w1th us
'to glve then an ‘easy vote..’ That\means a vote-that. doesn't ‘

1nclude a. method of flnan01ng They say,‘"Let’s just. go and

reform 1nsurance.ﬁ Let’s try to make it.portable between

: jobs. Let “s; try: te ‘éliminate pre- ex1st1ng condltlons.p Let’s

"just ignore. those employers and employees who .are; taklng Vp”NV‘
'.advantage of the system now.” Let's settle for an expen51ve .

-

- . Band Ald -1 S, (SRS S A " I T N Rt '_ < " ) ey N ’ )
A. ‘ ) "“ . ) ‘ ;_.‘ S H ':- T " ‘A X . o P ‘ PR ) AE l,v‘ . '\ } o
- x_ﬁf The Pre51dent wants to do what 1s rlght and ‘what -

;{works. And there . 1s only one. way ‘that is’ both, and thatvls'“
“to! guarantee prlvate insurance :to - every” American’and, we“‘

- believe, to do so through a system of shared\employer- ~¢J
‘;'7employee respon51b111ty DR e . S T

o aTVEVﬂ It can be done.. It is, belng done 1n Hawall.‘ It 1s
,about to: be done 1n the states of" Washlngton and Oregon P
"where, Jjust because they have passed a plan that will: ‘have’-

‘that 'kind of shared respon51blllty,.the1r costs are already

ifgolng down.f'“_ SR R I S e

' - U 'Ji«wa*" B R -‘ﬁyw
b As you know I have had the pr1v1lege of travellng

P

\a”around th1s country for a year: ‘and ‘a' half. I have met with ‘,yg
“people: who have 1deas about our health care system and - who ) (Tg

“havefshared thelr storles.,arqw,di m}_‘A;M . ‘:wt:9;> SN
ﬂ" One of the people I met 1s a man you know named :

"]Eugene McCabe., Mr. McCabe is the"- pres1dent of North, General

»‘Hospltal in’ Harlem, a hOSpltal that I was ‘fortunate. enough to
ovisit. YA remarkable place\that offers tanglble ‘proof: of "how- v
" much: progress people can, make when they are determlned to:.do. ?.*
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: S I thlnk”of My McCabe now,’ not only because~you have
'Xhonored hlm recently, ‘but’ because he ‘and’ his hospltal are :
' 'trying.. to do so’ muchof what ‘the President: hopes for with' .o
_reform: .serving a populatlon that 1s largely urban and .
mostly poor, where infant’ mortallty ‘rates. and rates of %n

LN

‘foserlous 1llnesses‘among adults are far hlgher than in the

rest of the populatlon. T K T A ,f.t;v
. S B / _‘ "l.‘*' ‘<’» .o ‘ L . . .

e T T In splﬁe of that, they have created a system that
o empha51zes,prevent1ve and prlmary care,. They have launched a‘J
. program . called. Hope ‘for: Kids - to’. 1dent1fy and’ 1mmunlze..g, ~

;thousands of bables and toddlers throughout New,Xork Clty
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. ~-And they have done ali“offthiS'inVinnovatiye;andfcost—,fu
Vueffectlve Ways. (:} k“LiU,UhH~ - {";Sa,:yf_g_ﬁﬂs_ytk S
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C But theln m1ss1on cannot be accompllshed unless
ﬁ;everybody in. New York and" everybody in. this.country. has

-comprehen51ve health care beneflts that can never: be taken -

'away.“ ‘And that 'is ‘because- if every child were automatlcally
covered :for. thlngs llke lmmunlzatlon, we. would not : be ;

3a.spend1ng money Now | 'taking.care. 'of those"who get. sick, ‘orff;'wp"

hav1ng to go out and flndsthe ones who are'not.f‘j,yl R A

e W

[

Y Untll we ‘achieve. real reform we. wlll remaln the
'only 1ndustr1allzed natlon on'earth that hasn’t flgured out .
how to. give people the basic health care they need at -an '

/

. -affordable ‘price. FI. don’t understand that If you ‘look at-

. other ‘countries. thh whom we compete, they spend -far less’ »gf“

"money than we-do, they have ‘better health outoomes,,ln NI
,general than we. do, and’ yet, we’ spend more than enough to do
.all ‘the hlgh tech,,prlmary,upreventlve health care we could
'Jlmaglne if ‘we organlzed and flnanced our system more e

'1eff1c1ently ﬁ‘:‘f: B \(..~.,_“ e e
- SUR IR T B T T

S If\you Book at the whole health care | 1ssue, 1f‘you

fy,look at what we ane ‘on the' brink of ach1ev1ng,'there are o

" ‘clear economlc reasons ‘to’ guarantee 1nsurance.. STt will save;
- money’ for. all of: us .who. are currently . insured. = You know,--if

‘you currently arejlnsured . you are sub51dlzlng~everyone else.\f

. EATR £ S w1llisave the government money We w1ll stop -
“the’ 1rrespons1ble]spend1ng .in.our health, care system that . ;"
mostly goes to take care of problems that could have been- and
.should, have been prevented earlier. 'That kind of. spendlng

~has’ plagued us - for«so many years and 1t 1s Stlll out of
control "": . ,-V' ; B , ‘ .

-t L i

ST f’ But perhaps most 1mportant we will be - able to say. .
‘we . d1d the rlght thing for ourselves, our chlldren, and our
o country . We. wmll be able to’ say -We. did. ‘the moral and. just
“<th1ng.‘ We will be. able to say ‘we: w1thstood the polltlcal 17‘
‘heat so that reaL people whose llves are at’ stake are able to}g

have the securltﬂ they need L

.}‘
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L Once 1n\a great whlle, we haVe a chance, as a-
~~country, to face up to a: compllcated emotlonal -difficult

iissue.. Slxty years .ago; \ our grandparents and Franklln'r *y'uynf¢~

~Roosevelt: stood~up to ‘the .sédme - opp051t10n that is against
health: ‘care reform.' Actually, I have read some of: the old«
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cllpplngs, they maﬁe the same arguments._ And they passed o
Soc1al Securlty g nd at the tlme, .FPranklin’ Roosevelt sald
somethlng that seems prophetlc today " "There can be no ’
securlty for the- 1nd1v1dual 1n the mldst of general

1nsecur1ty VS ».'J.

\"s Lo

A ‘ f - TR W wlg' .
K That’s a partlcularly 1mportant message for the
Leaque and ‘for: your new" pre51dent ‘Hugh Price." Because you‘
know that. what we' have to do- 1s re- establlsh a, secure base in:
'so many of’ ourflnner c1t1es. Places ‘where people- ‘can: get .

' jobs agaln where they can.walk ‘to the. park where their -
children can. play outs1de w1thout fear., -And 1nsecur1ty haS'T
to be- combatted a’ step at a tlme., And’ health 1nsecur1ty is ©
part of the 1nsecur1ty that we need to combat.:- g o

N

T

-‘df“li“ o Pre51dent Roosevelt sa1d that "3001al Securlty ls a
.. sound: 1dea and ‘a sound.ideal, fundamental~to our future - .
‘civilization.” He‘lntended to add- health securlty to 3001al

Securlty, but faced the same oppos1tlon we do today 317’»

, s Later,’Pre51dent Truman trled to obtaln natlonal
health ‘care reform. And I- ‘have read some ‘of his speeches,
and ‘they just make.your ‘hair: stand on. endu_ Because he. called

'1t like it was.. He p01nted out who was’ agalnst it, who ,"'?‘
proflted from the;system we have now, and how unfalr 1t was

- o

then and - 1s today ‘p-rgs e wuv_. ¢t_~;3‘ c

o ‘ Later, under Pres1dents Kennedy and Johnson, the
Amerlcan people guaranteed health care coverage to Amerlcans‘
‘over:the age of’ 65 And I think most of us, are’ proud we have

[

! ‘
Medlcare today wyyu,~.f,:;,yﬂv,ﬁ T o
o is\ AR ‘3" ’ ’ o, f'-, R e ' "“"“‘-"w-

. . Most of| usy, though .as T travel around the country,\(
*zdon't know ‘how Medlcare is financed.. Medlcare is, flnanced by
employers and-: emp&oyees contrlbutlng It.is part’ of ", what
. comes -out of our. paychecks every week or: two weeks. And 1t

e e

'

‘goes’ to support the relmbursement for health care for our ‘tg1~

i

‘tparents and our grandparents.v‘f‘,
) . ' . j "_I‘ J,‘i»'
S - It is not a: government health care system._ No
person on Medlcare is. told. what doctor, to. go to or: what
hospltal to ‘use. ‘But. it does prov1de 'secure | flnanc1ng to
make  sure.that no older person has to bexlnsecure 1n the face

‘ot

4

~;of health problems.:p*1‘§ - a; : ~3 s 2 -“’»‘ 3.. wg,‘«”

Now we need to flnlSh the ]Ob " We. need to be able

i

. i

. ;

to say to Amerlcans under 65 we need to be able to say to.
i, . -~ . v L
!' [N AR oot g.v,~ S
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- Amerlcans who are notfon Welfare, Amerlcans who are not 1n

]all or in Congresé{:"You, too; - w1ll be. secure if .you change
o ]obs, if you get sﬁck ifi'you get laid@ off if your child has-
" ..a sérious 1llness.‘ You will bé able to - afford health care as
’ a C1tlzen of the rlchest nation on earth f'f,”j ,,’ddy,b

Y . ._,/,|' ’

: 0 ThlS is A watershed moment in our hlstbry, and it
1s one that may never be posed as starkly as it -is now. “Wlll

'we do .what three-quarters of. the- Amerlcan people know is ‘the
rlght thlng to. do°, Will we Join the ‘ranks of other advanced
natlons’> Will we get the’ ]ob done’ and ‘make’ every person'f—“
not just the poor,fwho w1ll be taken care.of by the' o
government ‘but. every person. ~namely, those .who. work hard
play. by -the rulea,‘and pay ‘their taxes. " Will we take care of
them and make sure}they always have health coverage’ L

'
S e

‘a

¢

We know fromvevery great 5001al movement in our

natlon sﬂhlstory ﬁ women s- suffrage, 1abor,101v1l rlghts‘—é';:‘

that Frederlck Douglass was’ rlght when. he- sald "If-there' 1Sl
. no struggle, therells no progress "‘::~ 34._, ,;\;; Cowd e
"‘T“f'f Health care reform has bedn a. dlfflcurt struggle -

~for many decades,ﬁbut it is one. ‘well. worth maklng .Bécause:
‘we- are maklng progress.; It. has been worth it because, today,
L we "are closer than ‘ever before to ach1ev1ng reail, meanlngful
‘health. care, reform. - All, that is left now .is.to take the-" =
flnal step ' And w1th your help, we can and w1ll do that '
k : '57;,x T hope that you, rnd1v1dually, w1ll go home,.wlll #r“
talk to your frlends and. nelghbors,4w1ll explaln that until-
«everyone is. covered in’ Amerlca, Ho-oneé- is secure.r And that
until everyone 1sncovered . we' cannot control costs.« Because
_if 'some. pay and others don’t . those who’ don’t when: they get
icare,fwlll shift’ thelr\costs onto us, and our’ premlums‘and

'
Y

o our taxes wlll contlnue to go up .A';; ~,,‘V -

LoL .

f‘~f ‘7*‘f . We can. do much better.- Let S jOln hands and make

*sure that we do.i e R SRR
f_ L s “".I want to thank the League for belng in the'-
W forefront of- so many struggles, and to.ask' for: your: help now
‘ 'fln maklng sure we finish this one successfully“,,¥a;g
B - . <3, [ [ L X N - ' o .
. ! “: Lot e o ) } R
Thank you very much. L e T .
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QUESTION AND ANSWER IR

3
i
R . ) ' ‘ Cr . . -
T v . Tt L e« [ . - BRI o '~)'. H . .
’ P S .

: . o ) Lol

-ﬂ',-.]”ﬁ'4% A PARTICIPANT.' Thank you Mrs. Cllnton for sharlng

;myour»vi ion your thoughtfulness, and your pass1on w1th us::
v “t I know that we have several(Urban Leaguers who,are'v
dylng to: ask ,you a questlon or two,. and I would like to flrst

t,flntroduce and call jon Dr:: Wllllam Plckhard (phonetlc), EREr

‘ 'chalrman and CEO-¢ ot ‘the Regal Plastics: Companyﬂ who I know
‘has. a questlon for you. Dr. Plckhard.~ . K

'“J'k“ fr - U'DR. PICKHARD Good mornlng. . I have a short two—
- part. questlon. Flrst how ‘will the emerglng health care ¥
leglslatlon prov1de for a" reasonable economlc phase 1n for

_}small bus1nesses7 A ' S BN

MR Secondly'~and most 1mportantly, does the pendlng
leglslatlon proyvide a reasonable chance ‘for: mlnorlty-ﬁ

- controlled and owned' bu51nesses to partlclpate 1n the .. .
potentlal health %are malntenance organlzatlons° pi'fff RN

L e IR

c MRS CLINTON Thank you very much doctor, for
those questlcns.tiThey are both". very 1mportant ones that we .
“have spent a lot’ of tlme worklng on and talklng wlth people-3
‘ih pos1tlons such as yours.;jy' . Co e ;
SRR Whatever leglslatlon emerges w111 have a phase 1n,o
because We want to do it 'right. We .want to. make ‘sure ‘it :

works. And that: 1s particularly: 1mportant for those small '4_.3

bu51ness that, up'until.today, " have rot been able 'to afford
1nsurance because small businesses are: more dlscrlmlnated
agalnst than. any. other segment of ‘our: economy ‘when- it comes
to buylng health care insgurarnce. And for those: small -
buslnesses that have trled to, be 1n the market and malntaln

1nsurance, it has been an. 1ncred1b1e struggle.gfso,the,phasee xf'

1n w111 take that 1nto account

4', O Te .' *“'. . "."’I" st

i

‘ f In addltlon, there w1ll be. sub51d1es targeted at f
small bu51nesse5x’because it is ‘very rmportant ‘that. small
bus1nesses get tﬂe flnan01al support they need, even in. a
reformed 1nsurance market to be sure ‘that 1nsurance 1s
affordable..;>yf‘j g()‘ . ,\w.,q T 5‘x.‘_‘x;a~.‘ SRt
ST \ When the system went 1n 1n Hawall, 20 yearSfago,.

e many of the concerns that I currently hear from small - 3f“‘}
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“of. thelr mlnd iTwenty years 1ater,'what ‘has' happened is. that .

’buslness owners 11ke yourself were: certalnly'at“the‘forefront"'

‘with everyone in. the system ~-‘and.they have_reached 96—plus‘j'

percent of coverage for: everyone in the state. of Hawall and
‘they pick up others through -a. spec1al government program,”g
people'who fall between the cracks, for - example. ' But- the’
vast vast ma]orlty of Hawallans are 1n the unlversal system.

s “*W What has happened 1n those 20 years 1s that ‘
1nsurance ‘has" become cheaperh\ They. have the 1ewest premlums
in; the country : Now, why 'did. that happeén? Because with.
everybody in the' systemv then,-lnsurance companies are ' .

‘competing: on’ prlcenon quallty,‘not on underwrltlng, not at’-

A ellmlnatlng ‘and dlscrlmlnatlng from coverage people llkev SN

‘small businesses. - JSo that a 'small’ business’ in Hawaii- pays 30
percent less. than a comparable small bus1ness in. today s.
1nsurance market ; - ; )

L . . Ca . E R T T

\’f - . % X

~"ap Another feature whlch 1SAvery 1mportant 1n what we
have advocated- is, iarge buylng cooperatlves that "small’

bu51nesses would hé able to. join, that would be ‘able.to get
even . 1ower rates because they could compete in .bulk for the.

SN

f

bu51nesses or to government. EACT ; nn.,ﬁ” __;_:” A,, A

e " {
‘.(~ .. t/‘,, H . h . R

1arge buylng cooperatlves we believe will ‘even.get. small
;.Jbusiness- premlums 1below the . level of .what they are in Hawaii-

g oo 5

today, w1thout any of . those klnds of’ protectlons.~~2ah., L

K T, ¢ . / " £

;i'"f Your second pOlnt about small bus1ness.‘ Would YOH

just repeat that for me, so I could be sure” Because I _':ﬁ< -

dldn’t qulte get 1t y .'“,tjiu \

Do R :Q DR PICKHARD Phe second questlon pertalned to the

poss1b111ty ‘for. mlnorlty business’ to own” and control some of
the, managed health care organlzatlons.v” : . : S

i
i A . i
a/_,, . o ]

'V'“ MRS CLENTON. Well you know, doctor cone ,of .. the

klnds of dlscounts that now are. avallable only ‘to the larqest"

"l . S0 the: ghase -in, the sub51d1es and dlscounts,,the:“

p01nts that the- Pre81dent made in - his"” orlglnal proposal is o

that he:- wanted mlnorlty businesses and’ minority prov1ders to
be able to compete on a, level:'playing field which, as many of

you in "the- audlence know, is. not the: case todayu. .So'we' have'ﬁff“

Lvery strong\antl-dlscrlmlnatlon provms1ons in-the law ‘to
prevent ‘the kinds of pollc1es that. have,. for too’ many Tl
mlnorlty prov1ders and bus1nesses, kept. them out of the '

‘managed care bu51ness.r' P T T A
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: And also Pln the Presldent’s orlglnal proposal
_there were ‘even loan funds.so that ‘people who were- in
-undeérserved areas would be able to get very. low interest .
loans from: the government to. ‘be’ ‘able- to,compete with . better
flnanced and betten,capltallzed competltors. ;'5,5 S

| i “
Those are two features we belleve 1n and.. w1ll

'contlnue'to promote in" the’ Congress., And" certalnly,,your'p (
concerns ‘should be jaddressed dlrectly ‘to members of Congress-tf
so that we.- w1ll be able/to achleve that klnd of support.. Sy

Y .

‘ ‘ ;
A PARTICIPANT'“ Mrs. Cllnton, I would now llke t0fn

1ntroduce Jban Glllesple (phonetic) from Canton, Ohio, ‘who . 1s“

the dlrector of programs at the .Canton. Urban League.; Joan
u NS GILLESPIE./:,zThank you.. ' Good morhing, Mrs. <.
Cllnton.ﬁp_i;: T

' > s ‘A ‘,‘- = R . T e

MRS CLINTON'. Good mornlng Q’}f}NT:;\_v~:w»ﬂQ?
Lo Ms. GILLESPIE.x My questlon to you s with, all’ thea

n

dlfferent health plans that have been’ proposed ‘how much‘are'

you w1lllng to compromlse and what to get your plan passed°‘if .

m.l
e . .o Kl ‘_
P .

5 ';”‘} MRSQ CLDNTON'- Well/ the Pre81dent from’ the“very
beglnnlng, has sald that there was one bottom llne, and- that

" bottom. line was guaranteed health 1nsurance for every
Amerlcan., And that has never varled o : s
. U =

N “,‘1‘ {

What has been open to dlSCUSSlOﬂ 1s how we' get

v

‘*théfe; What .are the best: means? . How ‘do we" phase, it in so

3

}fways of guaranteelnq that you get there._

'wthat 1t really works’ But ‘the”’ bottom llne has remalned the

same. A TUT L s T e SR
iU T e e oy

, " And ‘if’ you helleve, as more than 70. percent of the
Amerlcan belleve,;that unlversal .coverage, guaranteed“'ﬁo“
_1nsurance,~should;be -our goal ‘there .are. only a, couple of

You have “to have some klnd of flnan01ng And what

igwe believe the. best thlng to do is’ to add ‘on to. those of us-
'Twhoralready :finance. it.. - ‘1. mean, I’m a fulltlme volunteer

now, - but my husbabd gets insurance through the’ federal
system, ‘and we’ pay: our portlon, and the’ employer ‘pays a
port10n.> That’s mhe way most Amerlcans who are, 1nsured get

thelr 1nsurance.
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- o RN .'l. v.“’ ‘ \" SN B . r DU roe b L >.~
. AR ; - We thlnk the falrest way to achaeve unlversal
i'; 3ﬁ~A‘ coverage is for everyone to join® that ‘System.. - But whether '’
S v oL Witls an 80-20 split, a. 70-30, ‘a 50-50, how long the’ phase 1n

o % peridd' -- ‘those have always beenxlssues that we have said we ' :{f

v

';‘ﬁ 'An ‘Lk wanted people to come forward wlth thelr very best 1deas.

ol~u'fhfﬁfn75 o ', But the goal has never varled. We have to achleve
S unlversal coverage ‘in order to guarantee securlty and ! ontrol -
B ‘ costs. 'S0 there. are many opportunltles for modlflcatlon on
lﬁ[ the means, “but not’ on -the end goal" that Amerlca have,n

*,f‘w“ftﬁ -flnally@‘once and for all ~a. unlversal health care system.‘

-~ 2 . . 1 l, B
Lt A T A PARTICIPANT.i Mrs. CllﬂtOH,»I would now 11ke to
;oo e f call on_ someone I. am ‘slre. you' know very well. Maudine Cooper
I ' (phonetlc), who is preSLdent ‘and chief executive. offlcer of -
. the Washlngton, D C.Q Urban League._;g,j_fvf_.;~ o
IR 'La[h A | e e
P kﬁfw\‘“~ '.;u{; M COOPER Good mornlng -

ST e & SR e ° .
L ',”‘-f-, MRS CLIFTON Good mornlng gw<\;'?§L«q,3rg IR

B “A; MS COOPER Today, even w1th the avallablllty of
L Medlcare and Medlcéld -the poor are. stlll underserved. Even’
B PP _? -1f you- had ‘the: health care plan that”’ you envision, ~how do you
AT T f_',,‘ see the poor, underemployed non- worklng persons in the urban -

m?‘l'; T communltles gettlﬁg the beneflts of: thlS new. health proposal’ :f

S I

A j b MRS CLINTON‘ Well there are: several features’

S L that we feel very strongly about _ One -is that’ you have. to xf'
~o. . "have. more’: fac111t1es and. more prov1ders in- underserved areas.’
Soooder. .77 I would add, .not only underserved urban but also underserved
et cL e o rural’ areas, where people -den‘’t have access. And it is very
A TfTilmportant that wellncrease the number of phy8101ans and :

R phy5101an a851stants and nurse practltloners and others 1n

those areas.,«l”fiv
v B R : o ‘.l.‘f

s

e ' S So under the Pre81dent’s approach there are aly
fyﬁ“[fﬂ‘~”' klnds of: lncentlves. loan. forglveness, the.-kind of help with '
e equlpplng offlces, and other thlngs that\practltloners need‘
e to be able to functlon 1n some of our. underserved areas.; '

i ; : S . Ea . N

practltloners in underserved urban and. rural. areas w1th thev}
. ‘latest techrioclogy -  that wanpart ofrthe: Pre51dent' '
:f*g; approach as . welL -~ 80" that they ‘would be hooked 1nto“,
.. medical’ centers, and they would get the same advanced care
i -"and adv1ce that dis, avallable to other practltloners.' ¥ M

N ' PR . ’ . I":' " ‘».~ T W

'“77‘% In addltlon we would equlp many Of our’ -ey;k R
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S Because we are told often by . phy51c1ans in inner . .-

c1t1es that. they habe two big- problems., One’ isithey have too .

“many people who cannot pay for their serv1ces, ‘which glves
theni a very shaky . flnanc1al foundatlon. .’Ahd that they don’t:
have the kind of peer support ‘and kind of team support that

they need to take care of those patlents.-"i ; u.‘ :,“AaA V’;

'vu.

. Well as to the flrst problem, unlversal coverage
would go a very long ‘way to: solv1ng ‘that, because everybody
.woluld have reimbursement for the ‘health. care.. And as. for the
;second, 1f we’ glve!lncentlves for people to be in urban ‘i & -
areas, if: we give’ them the- Kind of equipment ‘and: technology
Jand: team support that they need then they W1ll not be out
there by themselves., o ,;_x. B L R

e o B [ ' . B "
. ) ; N

:
N

: . And I really belleve we cannot solve our access,
problem in- underserved areas as. well as we need to unless we
" have unlversal coverage. And let me' just add one p01nt about '
for everyone.w' I z.f_ AR ._,v'

, .g"“ . B . ““
[ ! s s S . B v L . -

” What happens now - in- underserved urban areas 1s that

you do. have people on Medicaid 'and’ you have: people on
Medlcare " but’ you . also have worklng people who are: unlnsured

‘that to try to- explaln why unlversal coverage is ‘so 1mportant

-t

: and,you have worklng people 'who are 1nsured.. Medlcare and -

i

Medlcald because ‘they' are: attempting to- be more cost ,3ﬁ‘vf~"

effectlwe, ‘do notIpay a phy51c1an .or a hospltal as: much as -
that phy8101an or]hospltal thinks’ the service is worth. . So
if.you come’ in’ w1th a Medicaid. patlent or, a Medlcare patlent
" they will be taken caré of, “but. they don’t; get the’ same '

°,\ relmbursement level ‘as- a prlvate—pay patlent E—

o R K . ‘; 4 . »
‘g E . i e RN
B . I - -

If you have prlvate pay patlents in. these

underserved areaslcomlng in to see their doctor or. use the IR

hospltal " when they get the serv1cesj they are charged«even
.more.” .That’s. why some ‘of you, I know, see on your hospltal
bllls from you famlly thlngs llke $25 for an asplrln.tff ’

take advantage of you."That's because 'so’ many unlnsured
people have been Faken care !of who could not ' pay: anythlng,‘
land so - many ‘Medicaid and’ Medlcare people have been taken care

" of who could not pay as much as the hospltal needed to get
‘-relmbursed , e

) . ! . o
}~ [ AR o R A
. RSN . Y - - i '
. N . i .

N

It all worksrtogether., You. cannot take one. plece

.e‘

”~‘out of‘thls healbh care.puzzle and le just it. :That’s why
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vWell that's not because the hospltal is. trylng toﬁﬂV
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ju@everybody has to be in’ the System.;f'u @k”

LT e A PARTICIPANT Mrs‘ Cllnton, I would llke to B
1ntr0duce Dennis Woﬁcott (phonetlc);‘who 'is the pre51dent and

V_chlef executlve ofﬁlcer of the New. York Urban League.t Dennls

Pl

J : . )_' B d T e S :
I ,f“MR WOLCOTT Good mornlng, Mrs, "Clinton.
j‘}Qp-lfMRS CLINTON" Good mornlng.f\ “h*ffyf"*fﬂ, g

RS MR WOLCOTT'E How are you?'fw
. 'MRS CLI?TONf' Flne.'f%;;.l,‘~‘-k~3‘i e ,;5;ﬁ L
W i ' R : "'ff.w,uf
o MR WOLCOTT , Good good T have a. two part :
questlon "..The flrst part of Smy” questlon ‘really is ‘a" | -
.;broadenlng of . the deflnltlon'of small businesses, in that we L
.* have’ 113 afflllate' separate organlzatlons that .are non~.
‘»proflt organlzatlons in . this room,.and- hopefully,:ln your

.deflnltlon and cla531flcatlon of small business, 'you are.

Co 2
PR 5

'Jplncludlng the non~prof1ts as well . Because we-also will" haveffiv

E

3 problems with the: economlc phase- 1n of employer-mandated
;coverage.f So I want a, response to that T :

et But in addltlon to that a questlon deallng w1th
your, llnkage of Welfare reform w1th ‘your health care reform,
“as well.: So we don't have a gap as far. as those people who -

are- currently ‘on’ Welfare belng phased out- of Welfare and not . |

- hav1ng any :type: o§ coverage whatsoever.~ So'if - ‘you can’ =
: respond to that as- well._;: e f,‘:rv(, SRR, <
L -,.'. Thank Ydu.. ’ :f B R R "IL'b', IR
SR "]y MRS CLINTON., Thank you very much Mr..Wolcott.-»

i‘As to"the flrst questlon, yes, not- for—proflts are - con91dered},f'

\small bu51nesses.f They pay wages. -And:what: we are’ looklng X
at is shared respon51blllty between the employer and the

employee. So. they would be part -of the discount.and- sub51dy,'t%'

system ‘that would]be set up.. It would not be falr to do’
. otherwise because; of the marglns that many. of you and your
‘-,local afflllates work on.. ,;_(,J.‘ e /,_ty PN

' [ e Wy
' . - P Rt R
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N And w1th respect o, Welfare reform, you areﬂ-:,wf .
. absolutely rlght that rlght now, we -have' a. gdp.. . We have.a-
" very big; gap,. The gap ‘s that 1f you move Off of Welfare-in
’ most parts of the'country and you take a job whlch 1s An -
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'many 1nstances, a: manlmum—wage or sllghtly better paylng joblfﬁ

but-.it /doesn’ t offer beneflts, ‘then. you are really

rdlsadvantaged Because you could stay on ‘Welfare: and have'

’,beneflts, partlcularly for your' children.> And it puts many'

”people 1nto ar very dlfflcult personal p051tlon.

o

yﬁthat serve prlmarlly these‘groups fare under your proposed N
plan? .,.:, . . . AL . . . . T

e
i NE

Our v1ew ﬁs‘that you ought to be not under any klnd

‘of dlsadvantage, as you . currently are, 1f you' deslre to move

“from Welfare to. work " And’ the only way: to do that is to have
health care‘beneflts follow you. So durlng a phase in, untllr
we have: reached full unlversal coverage, the former. Welfare

' rec1p1ent would ma#ntaln thelr health care beneflts.rﬁ’*

v : Lo
“

not be a: dlstlnctlon.,; hen,'we would not have. what is. a
dlSlhcentlve for. work for .many . people, totally beyond thelr
.own control, because they are faced w1th taklng a jOb w1th no

k

beneflts.‘ﬁfg‘y’~m‘ L hg L Ju’ i1,: . SRR

v ‘./

phase in: unlversal coverage. ' And’ then unlversal coverage

"will .cover everybody, sO that if they lose  jobs, if they are»k

temporarlly on’ Welfare, they never lose thelr health care o

',coverage, unllke the way 1t 1s today . sz‘w S
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vdfr | A PARTICIPANT We w111 take one more questlon, and g

T would llke to 1ntroduce Ann- Hill. (phonetlc),,the dlrector .
-of program development of the Natlona1»Urban League o S
Headquarters. Ananlll %,';1: oo \ e

L
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'r};‘f:}MRs CLINTON Good mornlng |

V"‘ ‘ ’ ‘ .x Sk N LA
. MS. HILL As you know the patlents' v1ews of -
thelr doctors affeEt overall health Meanlngful freedom of
ch01ce and accessito meanlngful serv1ces are. crltlcal to'

| Y
Now,,once unlversal coverage lekS ln, there would

Good mornlng, Mrs. Clinton@{*' R

S0 you w1ll contlnue the health beneflts as we ‘;gf“df

‘improving- health as well.as lessening ex1st1ng dlsparltles.”".~

: What' safeguards wﬁll be put -into place under -the’ proposed

Clinton plan..to: efisure African Amerlcans and other people of

=color ‘with phy51cﬂans who are both carlng as well as.
: R ] . o
rculturally competent’> w»,'\ ,ﬁ,ﬁﬂ L s 1 ;?,fz R

.

’In addltlon, how will ex1st1ng 1nner 01ty hospltals
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af‘phy51c1ans., ;
yThey ilet people spread thelr bllls out 1onger.‘
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Let ‘me - start by saylng that thlS is*

such an’ 1mportant 1ssue;'and 'it has; been ‘the subject of a-

great deal of mlslnformatlon wlth respect to choice. of f‘j

doctors. R “i;,x ‘ o

" A e A . o7, I,\ kR V:

L _ ) ‘ .
Y Becausefraght now, w1thout any reform belng passed

*ch01ce.;

”-1n the Congress ‘or taklng effect, péople are- los1ng thelr‘
'Fewer than half of’ the- people ‘who are currently g

employed and’ rece1v1ng 1nsurance any longer have choice.’
‘Their, employer is’ ﬂn a pos1tlon ‘of maklng a bargaln w1th an’
‘and: oftentlmes,

1nsurance company - to try to. keep costs ‘down,,
_then ‘the employees are told what doctors they can use, what

hospltals they can use.ﬁ

R ‘ﬁif The Presﬂdent does not approve of that
Pre51dent belleves}the ch01ce of ‘doctors ‘should be the, S
not, the;lnsurance companles and not the employers.,l,

patlent’s,
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CBUt If we. ‘do not . have any. health care reform,tthen many of‘

you who are in that great hall w111 flnd yourself w1th -no .

ch01ce.;35fy*~ e
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Under reform what we are trylng to do 1s to put

the ch01ce back 1nto the hands of the patlent and - ‘the doctor,

taklng it out -of the hands of’ the 1nsurance company and the
And we cannot w1n 1t

employer..

o
RN

“?xnﬁyn Because Lnder our. approach to health care reform,f*‘

‘That 1s!a very. blg battle.;
W1f we don’t have unlversal coverage.{
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the patlent should'make the decision, and the phy51c1an T
should be ‘able to. take the patlents, that the. patlent wants

to be taken.

be of patlents,
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because right how,, .-

current health 1nspranceemarket

f
~\ 7\

o I belleJe that most mrnorlty phys101ans have an much
'”hlgher level of uncompensated care than most. non-mlnorlty

Theyltake in more people from the nelghborhood ,
They have a.“”
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3underserved urban- areas,
';’fbest p0551ble future rests: w1th universal coverage,
W;then they w1ll be’ pald for the work they currently do.
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-vmlnorlty communltles but every Amerlcan’communlty,
not of anyone else.-;*‘ :

"And - so what we have urged-is that in not. only

the ch01ce

N

":f‘"ﬁ But thatils g01ng to be one’ of the blg flghts we '
‘that ‘is not whattgoes on: 1n our )

“As’ to bo%h mlnorlty phys101ans and hoepltals in.

we really belleve ‘that their. very"
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'much more personal relatlonshlp, 1n general

e

S in the absence of: unlversal coverage'
.operating ‘onia much ' more fraglle financial, basis. .~
_is‘ true for hospltals in inner- c1ty,
-care of many unlhsured people.; “L

s

Once e&erybody is- 1nsured thelr flnan01al

urban areas.'

1?

Wlth the result
they are '

The safne
They take

. ’
a ‘

51tuat1on Wlll be ‘much’ stabler,gand they will: be able to .
prov1de more serv1ces to the people that they take care of.

o, PR
'and'real

patlents make the de0151ons,
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So w1th respect tolboth of those 1ssues f‘ch01ce‘7
p051t1ve access -

—— unlversal coverage, where the:ﬁ

Mrs.,Cllnton, on behalf of the

1s the best way to go..

| e
S

Urban League famlly and our 1994 .conference chalrman, Wayne

Embry,-and our’

er81dent “Hugh” Prlce,

Irwould like. to thank .

-you -for. your dedlcatlon and hard work to this: cr1t1cal 1ssue

‘Crltlcal to’ all Amerlcans'

And I would llke.to thank you for‘

taklng tlme ‘out of your - 1ncred1bly busy schedule to visit -

with us this mornlng and answer our, questlons.

belng w1th us.
" ' , MRS.
(Applause )
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