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, "SFJEECH OF ,THE fIRST ,LADY , , ' , • "', , ,,', 
,AT, NATIONAL:fDUCATION, ~SSOC~_A~ION \ COliYENTION 

- , , ; New Orlean's" Loul.sl.ana: .-,' 
", " " .._ . ", I . '" 

i ' , , ' \ ,'J', ':" "" ',',,1 ", " " " " " ,""," , " ' ' , ',', 
" "" ,', 'MRS .. CLI~TO~: ,':Thal}k Y9u._: Thank' you's'o much. 'Thank,You 
for ,that.. warm :welcome~ "Thank you for aliI, that you have 'done and, ,are 
doing ,every single(;Iay across thiS ,country fo'r o~rchii'dren.' 'Thimk ' 

, ", '" ".~. , ''''"A' Ii, . - _ ' . ',-'j , ' '" ~ , ."', " '. 

,you, for. your lea~e:rshl.P9t tl;le.loca:\-" state.anc~ natl.onal'l~yeI0n~, " 
, behalf of·edudatl.on and other ~ssu~S that-affect 'our, childr~n and our'.' .. ' ' ,,' ' / 'I,' ,,', , ' , ,", ""'" ' 
, natipn f;:; future! ,~hank y'qu; ~edth G~i~er, fpr YO\l:r' leadership 'arid. ' , 

for your commitment ,to inaking this country be'"wha,t it shpuld be 'for 
, : • ' , . "j , . , I' ~ ,"'!;'I 

our chl.+dren~,; And :th(~mk IYou all 'for honor'l.ng'me with the Mary .. , 
, . .' " ~~ , - . '." ,!.' • \ ' , '. . , '.' •

Ha,twood-Fut,rell* Awardt~at"Kel.th d,ell.V:,ered~ '," 
. , , ,'.""'" " :; 

. . ·1 t' .. ,. . '.' , 

" ,I .was'honor~d to ~ece~;ve it and very' ple'ased t'o have a, 
',,' chance to visit, w.i,thKeit.h recently when he,came to the W,hite Hous,e 

;,' to delfver,it ,onbehalf,6f 'the, NElL, ,I am also, delighted :to,be, here', 
, • ","'.,,I, ; " ' ,'. ", ,. ' ','
Wl.tlr all, of. your offJ.,<;:,errand Y(;>Ut:. w<?-nae,rful" staff.'1n ~a~h.tr:9to.n., ' 

And' I r"m pleas~d that.;r could b,rl.ng wl.th m'e, one of your forrrfer staff.,


I.' 
.' , 

mem,oers I, Deora Del'ee~, who is now' doing 'an excellemt j'ob at the " ' " 
Democratic National Comm'{ttee., '" " , , , , " 

, '. , - I ',' '. ' , ( 
, ," "I. 

.'., ' " " 
f'

\ . , ,~ " \ .' " '. . ' ; " " ',!' . ';'. .., , '" '," ';,1 was' forturyate ,enough to' vl.'ewthev-l!deo ;that' you J,ust 

, ' , saw, ' and it 'was a"litt'le:i dif,f ictil t ·;fOi~ me' seeing, again" tlj.e fac~s of , 


'. the peoI?le whom, I have mEft, particu'larly the children who r~ad their', 

,letters,about health care. And I was very pleased that you had~a' ,


, ' : . . ,'" ' ,.... r t ',.', '!, : " '6', ' '. . ,_, ~;

'chanCe ,a, 1so to. s'ee-, thel.r Ifac~sanq ~tphear,thel.r ',words and ;to know " 
how deep their concerns, are;: ( " ", ' " ',' /

; .- . .I:' . , 

, " ",. 1 ", '. _ ." .,'.,:. '. ~' 
, 13ut you know ,-that,'beca\,lse, you,se~ch.tldren ,on a daL~_y'\ 

.ibasi'~/.' ' YOll '\lnder.~tand, t~,at our natJori'!;' '6bq.,~gationto' 'imi:>1;ove :ttie ' 
.. , health cahd educa't'l.ono'f <imr peoRle l.f? ,not sl.mply an ,econom.LC,or' 

political imper!3-tive ~ , ,It is a' moral 'imperative. 'It, s'peaks to our 
basic htlma'nity and 'who' ~w~ are as ,a' pebpl,e~', " ,', ' ,'.' , 

" " ' " ", I" ' ' , ' , \', ", 

,', ",', " , , ,', '. "" 'j' " " 

, ' And'that· Is Iwhy I ' ,with' your 'help" this' Preslderit has' \ ;' ' 
proposed ,'acqmp'reheinsivei agenda \'t6', safeguard thefu:i:.ureofAmerica'.s' 

, .- " I . .'. ", '., - . t , . ' " 'chl.ldren. "And, I want for a ml.nute Just, to ,focus, Oirwhat' you, and the ' 
. ' : ' ' I ' I . ',,' ~, " • 

President' and supportiye :memberso;f 'Congress 'have already " 
"accomplished,' particularly in ,~he field 'of. ,educatiqn~' ' 

• ' 1 '. ',:, :, : f,,j '. , '," 
: "I \. ,~" • '", '( • , 

'. , If, we think: backt'o two years"agowheh m'y:husl:;>and 'was' 
running for president~ and,whem he' came :and,'spoke to many of you, we 

'.1, 

. did,' not .:believ~thenr t.hatl' ,we'would:hayi='~ 3- niillion new jobs as, we, do· . 
, 

, 
" 

, " ", ;' ) )', • ' '! ' '" , 

I :' '., ", 
.,. ¥ • ': ' -', .. ' MORE:', 
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. "" 	 , , 
• ~. • " .' ", • .' • .-. '. ': ' '. • ~, ',' ••• :: " • •• 'j .', .' ~ - \ : .' " ,~ 

today"18rrionths intoa'n'ew' administra:tion; ,We,did not believe then' 
that we ,WOUld begin to ge1t our, fisca:l, house in :order and'seethe 'kind 

, of decline, iIi the deficit:s 'that',is"r:;eal' and, absolutely put,t;ing'::Uf;, on, 
the right, track. We did hot believethen,'we WOUld" see the' ,list of ' 
'l~g'i$lat~ve accompI,ishmen~ts' that"'were ,listed on the'" v.ide'o ranging 
,from, beginning" to' 'get some control over handg'ups in this, country' , 
t,hrough th(2!' Braqy bill, an:d 't~e" bart .0I} , as~aul t ,weapons. 1, '" ' 

, ": ,,' , . " .,' 

,~ ,We' dldnot,.t;hinkwe,would,haye the' kind or ,leqisiative" .. 
achievements that'somepne who 'told;~you, as my ,hus'band did, ,that he" " 
wanted to, be the 'ed'ucatioln:>pre~identi 'cQuldachieve: in a relatiVely 
short period of time~ ,'Bu:t the record s,peaks' for: ,itse'lf, and desp.ite 

, " ,j , 'I, ',' "".' , ' ,,' .', .. ,
often people' s att~mpts, t:o deny ,or d1stort.-;'wha,t, you, and, th1S 
adm.inistrati,on are:accqmp;l,ishing. ' " 	 ',' :,' . " ',' . . , ,-.

, " '\ ,1 

\ '. "', ,",Finally; if:you\'are, as~I am; ,a':beitever that' the truth, 
.' w~ns 'out" ~h'~n, ,the tr_uth iis vvi:,nn.i,~g in' ~m,ericaand will,:'iS6ritiriue, to 

WHi on behalf', o~ the,'peop/le of', t~l1S', country., " ' <);" '," 
t" ' 

,: • _" .~ Ip " r",. ", :" "\. ',: .,' I' :',; . . I... ' . . .• ' ,:~. I, . "I 

The Pres1dent: prom1'se<;l" a I1fe-rong' lear,n1ng, system. And 
:; with onlyaf~~ ~onth~to:, go ~n tne,103::ci ,co~gress i J6p~"ar':!'Ihat:,has ',' r 

" ~,al:r7ap-y'beenach1~v7d, to :r~~11ze~that V1S10~:, ~he Corporat10n, ~or .;" ' 
, Nat10nal~.and Commun1ty ,S(2!,rv1Ce wl,11 be cplac1ng'-20 ,000 y,oungpeopl:~, 1n 

, ' ,~ ," QU::'comn'lu;n'~ties, and' our,:,IP:eighb<?rh,O~ds to, ?:o, hat,i9~al' .s'ervice, sta:r~ing 
, , th.1S ',fall, th~nks t,O you and your support for natlonal and ,copqnunl ty, i 

service.' 	 ' I", ,., ,,' ", ' , ,( I' 

, 	 ( "", '" ' I 

", "" y.Ie have, refp1imect.' the He!ad-start program"'anct,reauthbrized,' 
,it:~ "And', becaus7''of" that,'~ we wi~l:, . if, we 's,ee o~r rea~thoriz':ltton 
through and'ach1eve the aipprOpr1at10ns we requ1re, many ,thousands" 

:':ri\or:e young' children' havin'g a chance"for, ~ ,reai "head, ?tart, for' their,: 
,','educational experience.' I ' ' " _, ' ', II 

','" .. I ' c, ' 

",', , ' '" .' I '.,' " " ".' ' "',', '. " ' , " ,,' ",,', ' 


, '", We have wlth:<yourhe,1,p, andgu1dahce ach1:eved a landmark 
pie~e 'cif, educ'at:iona~' legi;s'l~,tior(wit~ ,the',,~~als. ,~,OOO"7du<2a~i6h, ",' 
,legH~Ii=lt10ri t'o educate ,Am:erlca'., It,' 1S a' p1eceof leg1slat10n that. 
does 'not; tel.! "you' fr:cim thiet6pof ,Washingt.on -what' you should be' going, 	 , 'I,,', , """ / " ,
in yolirclas~,ro~ins' ~nd in your'schoqls . ,,'It, sets g,oalsand ,standards, 

. \' but tb:e'n" ,bec'ause, 9f ,:thi~1 Presidei:tt-' s ,be'l.i,.ef., th(;l.t ,the ~est' solutions': 
,i 	i'or education reside' in' the interaction's between chi ldren 'and their I 

t,eacher's 'and' among teache;~s 'wor'l<:~ng ,tog~ther;, ,it: says Yo,u figure ou't 
ljow to "'i=lchievethe,t:le s,t<;l:n;dards. ': You 'are the" real experts'.in 
'education, in America.' :', I <," 

, ' , " , 1 ,", 

, '\ ,,' ,But' ,iE?t~e wiarll'Y'ou, -'~:' th!2re ar'e fo'r,ces,' ~t wbrk" fry, tl~ii) 
'country wQo'do riot,' belieV:ein, yo~.,:and'do not believe', in our: chi1:dr'en . 5 
,anc;l do n.ot bel'reve, this,c~0':t'ritry. sh6u~ci':,have,:goars ~for_o~r ,'educ~t~()Il 
sys~em. that y'04"and oUF c:h1~dr~n 9Ghlev~together .. ,Those force,S" ,want 
tci undo' th'ework that is 'represente,d in 'Goal$ 2000.' 'I.. ask you to 

:'. 

I 

" " . " '.. . " l' , . ",." , . ." ,'.,' ,",' '. .,'

•

'1 \', I 	 ' 


" " . ~ ,MOR'E" , .' : :. . • 
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~t~rld firm f~ri~e'pre~id~nt~~ Vis{~ri 'th~t this ~o~ntry ~~~ acihieve 

. ··,g<?alsbec~u's,e. we ;·have 'ded:icated .~citicators, concepned parents,; and',·
·e· 

'j' ' students who ,wa,nt,to' .lea:r1n,ahd ,can do so if',9'iven, the :en9.ouragel\ie~t. 
:. \ - I 	 -;..' . " , 

..;...' '. :" ,j' . i·,' " • '. ,.: ", . . 'r ". , ,',: '.' . .: ;.. 0 . , ", . 
' .. '. t ,",'I:hls:.Presldent's V1Slon: has :already resul:ted-lnth~' , 

, .. ' . 
, ' ,S'chool,to IWork opportunit.!ies Act.'. What ,a <gr!=~t.piece 'oflegisl'atiqn" 

.,<. /, that· again~ y6u·he}ped·,aQrd.:eVe~',Fq.r t.oC> long /th~ chi;J.dren, ,Who:do . '.' , 
rtotgo onto· college,the!forgott,en i half ~ho do not share the'klhci of I.' 
f·ina:l. ed~cat1oh?tl ~exper~erce that most qf,:us' in :·this hal~do, ' 
carrying o~r ~our~year de~rees:Ou~of ou~c6l1eges; fo~too16ng ,~, 
thos,e· Y01.;mg:people havELbieen,ignorea by "our equcationand,s'6c:i;al; , ' , 

sy.stems.· .And.' it 'is finaitly .time, and·thi,s.:Presid·erit ':unders't'a'nds it, 
:l. 'wh.en we'hold' out ~ahand to YOl;lri9' pe6ple w!10w'arl't:tl\eadditional" 

· ~killsand. t~airting, I)'ot :,every, person. has' :togo ,to Icollege ·to be.a 
suc,cess .. ' Let's gives'ucc'ess' to thes~e young peqp:le. who,ccfri serve' 
.' . " . .' • . , j.,. • 	 •
their,country,and ;theIr fa~ulle,s.' ,.,; ',,; 

, :... 

, :" : ' . ".' ... I.. -....... ',/,' . '.. "" . 

I .' " . . ,And for:all.who do want to 'go on.tocollege( ·one of the 

, ( , • • • • ~ '''h .' f •• ' I ~ ~ ." , 	 " " "', ~ • .~' ' • 

:, ' ,most:lmpo:rtant pl'ece~ 'of:leglslatlo,n that has. ,beer be.)passed' .In 69 
i· years· :was passed"j,n thi'!:;: ~ongressagain t. ·thanksto tpe: 'P.res,ident" s 
,':,Vision: and ,to, your' h~+p'.! We.finally no~.;hav~'.·cut'> through' the'red ' 
'"tape., the'bureau~racy!,' thE!, 'extra' 'adririnistr~tive,: C'o'sts~· ' to. '.cr-e'ate, a , . ' 
" ,system thatwili permi,t d:rrect"'lending for cOllege loans t:o, th~ young " 
. . . '. _." '. I . . .' ." 	 . ,,' . , 

· !)eople who n.eed ·the~ l.n o;t"~er:'to go on to,- col1eg~ to reallze ·tl;1EHr·, 
own persbn,al ,dreams., \. ' , 

, '. ..' /" ~ r' , '" "L. ' '. ~ " ' ,.,' .' 

". ',", '. {:., . 'rhat 1,s ,~hat;:,ha~ b~en<achieyed'\'and :,1 do 'not 'know Clny . '" 
pr.el?ident· or any.sec'ret'a;ry· of: education or any' group' of, people who' ~., 
,.are coric~rned about educa;tion as' you are, who, haye,: more, ,to be proud ' ... 
of because of vlhat, )las "be~n achie,-;ed,.' !?ut,we fagetwo ·~ore /,," 
legislat.ivechallenge~, be:fore'Congress adjourns.. ,',

.':' .'.' ':,' .:, :",/' .'.,' '1'.:, , , ' . ".. ,"'.' '.' ', .. ,'" .".. .....:,'..' 
· .. ' " (. ::. ,', :~:i,r:st, .,w~har'e'.to.comple~ework ,on .the, Fe~6~m'anCr" "" 

/' . 

: ' .. reauthorlza~lon,of',the, Elementa~y and Secondary Educatlon'Act. It: 
: has passed the, House of' Rbpr.esentatives';·· it ·awaits. action in ,the full 

.., , , se~ate~ ., " ;' ' , " ...' (.': " " 
. ,t' 

:1' , 	 " . , ,:. 
! t 	 . ' , • '.' . , ! 

. \" And.' w~ a:lso have to' work to create support for the ,- " i, 

Reemployment Act, c;>f 1994 ,~hich.will giv~ \Yorkers ,al!' ,a,.lte~'nabive' to 
,.' .' " what we.' n,owcal~, .the '. uriempl~ymeh.t sy-st'em. We cion f,t, need, an" .' 

'unemp,loyinent sy'stemln AmerlCa.' Weneeq a r,eemployment system' In 
·America .. I '.' , ,,' ,', " . - ',' , . " " 

-Y . l 
·1 

/"' ' '. .. ,',." ' ~ '. - ' ... . \ " ," ,.' - , . -'. 
, .I, 'And ,final"Iy, I we'. faceth~ challenge: of: fl.,lnding -adequately' ". 
tQ./?·'education<and tr.aining.'reforms' suq:has He<:tdstartarid ,C;dals;, '200P . '. 
that'iiasqlready 'been passed iri,'·the·Congress:,· .We )understimd; a'nd my . 

. , 	 husband 'understqnds ,. bec9pse he, ,was ,the . first presiqent ill' ma~y yea1::'s;, 
to. present a respons~ble' buqget :with 'trustworthy numbers. , He was the (" 

. -. - '.o' ' ,i' ,--~ 	 ,-. , . \ . "( ; \ 
• ~' 	 , , ! 

, .' ~ 
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, " ', . 
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. .., .• ' ',:',,' > " 'I" " " , ,.. .. :' ','. '''''' , .... ,'.
flrst P:r,e~:ndent>topresenlt ... thr,ee pudgets lR a: row' wlth decl,lnlng,;. 
deficits'for;:·the' first time s'incfe.' Har:ry \Tr:umaiiwas president ~ . " . (' ' 

, . .'j. '. "'", -.. : ,I '.' ':.' ,.' " 

'. ,:, .' '. ' '~s~· he \.ln~e~S¥ands~ha.t 'it mea~~ to' b~ fi'scally" 
respon~ible"but~7 a~so. pnders~a,nds that .with~h t~ose ,fi~cal , 

, ; restralnts, i there, ~s, no, better' lnvestment than: tOlnvest lntl,le 
.' education arid tr,a~'n~ng of! all, of .- our children frompresqhool ail the .,'~ 

,:" , " 'way'!-hrough their ,w~rkingl liv~s~ And Vfe need: your lteip tp:makethat 
, .happen.- ,- , , /, ' • 

,:,' , 
1 " 

\ ,'., . , " . ,.·Somuch has be~n ac;:c6mpli:;;hed despit~. t'he naysayers, 
despite:'the, 'p¢ss~mists, al:!spite ,those. who 'deny.: reality ,.But" we ·stil,;!..·

'" " , I " .,,' ". , .. " ,..
havea\ 'long way ·to go, b,efore we· can honestly say we have creatE?dan" 

,', envir()nment,where nO,ch'iltl w',ill be'lef1;behind i , .where'every.child' " 
,,'wilL bfe. given. ,the,',kind,ofJse,cmrit~( pl!d educat~cm and' health care ,that 

that",chlld needs. : But wet,'a,:r,e begHlrq.ng,to, put 'together not, only ,the 
vision" b~·t the str~c·turet:0 mak~ that happem '90 t:ha.t. our;' children'. :, 
wi,ll be. be,ttereducated, .they .w-il1·be·sa{er,.they wil,l be able, if we,' 

, pass the crime hill once 'and for .al after seven years oJ trying to, . 
~alk,'to;schoo'l in sa'fety hgaIn, tp play' in park9 ·· in safet·y· again: ,

"'.. '" .' ',' .. . -I ' ' . , . . , ' ',' ", ." 

I ' , . ,,:, , I • , " • '. .' . / .", \ ," " 
.' ,But as :'part of, that ,vlslo,n:·that the President 'has ~alked 

• " , ,'. . 1 " • ' ., " " ' 

'. about; ,we know'that too many of o,ltrchildren come to sGh'oolevery ,day, 
, .' " ' , '". I· "" , ' , "., '. ' , "."

'. Wlthout Cidequate' ·health c;are" ,Too many of our, chlldren fa,ce problel)1s. 
, . '\ because ,of· ',health ';in theit families where,the families are not secure'·" 

, --: or able ,to prov.i~e· f~~' th~ir"q'hiI9'ren" ;' He,alth~:',C?are shou·ld be" 'must'" . 
be, can be aright ,for' every Amer'lcan If we" act. and we ac1t now,.-e " , " '., ,:. './. ,I " ',' '" "',; '.' ,. ." ":" ... ,- " • . 
, '. : All' ofyqu ',know',because' you see the. <;:hildren 'o,L our 

country "whywe 'are:, struggling 59 har:d 'to achieve what' ~.~ 'called . 
universalcoverage"\ihat 't-h~, Presiden~;calls guarante'~din::\;urance for " 

'eyery 'Amer' ican, . You see the stories. . 'Ev,ery, one of: 'yo:u, .~hether 
! 

\ '!you.',re 'a teache'r,' admini$trator, a cafetet.ia worker, ,.aschbol bus 
, dr~ver', /or anyone else Wh9/'w~rks:t:o;keeppur 'pchbols goingev.ery·day,

,1\ 

" you have, a story th~t YOUl COUI~ t,elL :', .. "" " '. , ,': ' , '.', ( 

", ' , I, ha\'-e mor,e'.stories .than ,I wish I.had. I .have :been I 

'privileged' -for mark 'than,?5'year:s' to :work qnb~half' of children's' 
needs: '1 havebeen"i~arid out cif':schoois,ahdhospitals, in and ou~ 

'of '.homes. ,and community 'Geb,ter·s. 'I :t:J.ave :.l,ooked into .t:l:).e, eyes of, far. 
,too many~childrenwhos,e' hr21i''th n~eci~:~rel1ot being met~. I have .' 
listened, to f.attoo, many. parents who ·tel,l me, l,low.they canndtmanage :;

\, , " . 
to m~ettheir' 6w~"childre~'s.he,alth;needs, ,~ :; ,.", 

'''.' 
I" '.. l:.' ~ . , _ '."',' .. . .::, '. .: 

, ." I don' twant·; to have to keep heal'::1ng these storles " .. I" 
,don't: Ylant • to 'have to 'keep re9.eiyihg the.,now more. than: ,1 mi Ilion ,. 

, • . >' ( • " , • w \ .... ~,:

letters from ,chlldren and,mothers and fathers ,that I have: read. And!' 
yet" . I,know that,the': strllggleto.insure:.every'/American~ ,'·1s fkr 'frqm ' 
:over,· des'pite how much pr0gress"we :have 'made toward that g9.al., In "." ' , I,' " 

\ ,
," 

MORE,I 

,f. ,-. 
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! . ., c'.J ,.( i.' . " .. ' 
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• many :respects:, '.ft.·. nd~~just }::ieginnitl;;("as~ .vie 'moye ',to tlle Hoiise Cihd 
" ,seno:tefl'?ors wi~h ,i?iL1Sit' hat, w'~ lr gua~ant,e~ he.a!thca~e coverage, and. " 

l.ha,ve ,~o ,f~'9ht,~:hrou~~:.t~e!,:OI?POSl~~on ,to tl;1,a,t.goal,.. :!"~." . ,: ;. .. ,' 

".; .: / ,:1 .want.' to, speak for .. 3ust 'a few. inin~tes' about~hatw~',' 
should ..be' trying ,to .aqh:i~1ve:., ,Y6U"Ullderstand it. ". ';TheNEA'a:nd·'mariy of 
you."in' ypurloca+',':l:H)dptajte ~'afflliates .hCiV~.. supported,l!ealtl)' .. care . ..' 
refo):"m,: and ~ . am verygI:atefu~ .. ' ha~~inade.a ~irfe:t7nc7~ ;";.But· how:: 

. :., ,we, my.s~I:~dou~le o~ref~prts,: ~"Beca:use,~::; 'wltll: any ,slgnlf~~ant pi~ce 
..of· .so?1~;L:l~9'lslatlOr:,.yqU.Vllll ,iCice/very:p:t:rongand ~t:~~n+z,ed .. 
,OPPOS1:t:i,ofl:'" . ",' ',1, I~' ' ".. ': ','. '. 'I "; , ,.'~ ...',.' l' "': . 

, I heard,"Kerth~lsay, ,.as in",so,:'mgny ~~ys,~'l'eatior'Ro6sevelt,
• . .. . " ,t ...,. '. ,. , .. ,. ," , 
':jNasherepefor~ .' ., .She wrs",here b~fore. ,~pst· of us.: . In,her., .. ' ." ~.... 
persisterit:articulation:of:what.needstobe fix'ed,in.America,she, 
priCk:~d,our,:cons'~iences .. I' It .h.~s ,beef:1' ~,aidl.hat~hat she' d,fd' was t,o. 
c9mfort,.:the 'affllcted and.~affllct.:;the com(ortable.; .,.', .• ' " .'

,,,' -.,', i " 

;, ... ·· .. f!.nd th~t is'lihat··make~ her~fiv~.·in· oui inem~r,$'es 'and. w~~,
,she is such. an,examplet:.OI'milliQns; 6f~.:pe6pleall. ,over tpe·worli;i'! " . :,. , 

/f 

't6ciay~ :~eca-u~e she.· us.ed her ,position·9fprivil~gei her PQslt.icmto.'"
'. . .' ",' . . .'. ." I . , , . '......' , '.' '" '. , , . I

speak 'qut'on b~half of those .whohadno,'V01Ce.· \ You '. must: ·dot;he.same.-, ,
'. '. , .' I" ,.... ., '.' I' r: '. . '. . 

,~ · ...·:!ou.rn~s:t.j.o~n .w*t~,th.e Pq3si'd7nt)"pre, ,a~l <;>f ,us .~n·,w~sh~nCJton who.~re 
\·~,tt·Yln9.".to. g1¥~ ,v91Ce:/ ::t·o :.th~.·, +,1 t,e.ral'lx,. -TI11,l,l'Ion's' t~.nd ~~l,l,:l,<;>ns, ;of . \'1 ••,':, ' ":.' "I" 

. Americans 'forwhom·thi'sdkbate ov.er health car-e reform is. hot' . 
: .a'p~li tical is'sue, ~ not· ary...ktb:str:act" aCadelTIi9discussi'op, .•.b!-:lt.1fte'ra.lly'.·'e., a matter o,f lif~, o~ ~ea~hl' ',' ,," , ".'. " ..' 

.. . " .", Who, are j:hes~ Americ2tns? .How do y;e thi,nj('abbutthem?' .. ,1 
-'\ " suggesty,9u' look t,o your right,., yci~irleft, in" front':'of· you.,.and behind. 

'you~ Because the "Al}lericah~" ;Of·, whom' Ie 'speak"are 'all' of ',tUf~' .•. There.: is" 
. notpn7 (Jf: us ,who; ha~thel. security. in\this:,,,t,heg.r7ates~.. ,of' all>,·,· 
. couhtr~es ~n¢l econ9m~es ,~hat.we .'wiII hav~ health lm;uranceatan· , 
affordable pric~"when WE~' heed" it at 'any ·:tim'eih,.our .1ives.noW'. and ' 
irito :th7'{utui~'.' ,F.or· .t<?0I;in.:tny.I~:er\icans~.t~ey~~e 'one job '~way fr,dm 

." .not;,'·havlng he<:l.lth securlt?;{. ,They 'a,r:e., onedlvqrc.e away from not .', '.: ", 
, having .J:t.; , They'~re. pne lil~ness or~ccident away ... ' No '.onej.n Ameri.ca 

except the very r ieh are ~ecur'e .. :And.· ;that 'is wrong~, Every, American 
, . , ' I'. '" . .' , ,," 

.,,,;,':d~~erves heal,~h:·secU~~~y:':i;'.,:,;:';'~· " ,," . ,.',. ". :.' " 
.... ...... ", 'rhlS' debate' 1-Vlll ,c.ome dow,n to- wh~ther ,or riot· the, .' . 


" . , ..Concjre~s, of the united states ,rs able'to ,near, and see theprobl~rns {it

, . I·· .. · '. . . . " ' , . '.' .

front of their eyes and' extend. health·,.insurance coverage,t.o .every,' . 
: Ame,rican or .whether 'they, lwi,11 hear the we;tl-organized. Voices of ' • 

. ,' .. " ?pposit·~?n. .But·'that is ~he.'~ay. it'h~s,: alw'1ys):)~en .. Think,',b21?k 7 ,\ At' 
every pOlnt when we .wer\9 att~mptlngto provldesecurltY1for' every. . I' .' 

Am'er ican,,' ' we 'heard . the.' saine; arg:utiientsagainsLdoi'ng that~I" . Social,. 
"'. security ~a~'~~ ,i~sliE( 'in jthe eye.:::> of' .the 0J2I?0s.i ti,Q'n\ thil~. ~~ul<;l". , .' 

v,. .ban,krupt. Am~rl'ca:~~ould ;'~rk~ peop~e.lazy/<.. 91V?'-',them; no :H~fent.lv:r ,.to., . 

'" , ' .:' II" , M.ORE"· .! .'., '. " ;, , '. ... ," 
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work, to save for thelrO,ld age. 'Every 'argument, you' hear today, was ,,a,,' hea\rdthen. ,60 'y,ea."is ago ~ [Thank,fuily, 'V{e had,mem~~rsof Congress wh'b, , 
.'.';; '/ . ".', ',,'heard'and 'act~d on 'what trey i,saw~n,front6f,tpeireyes-....; namely,,:; 

, th{:lt"olq,er"peoPf~ in ,Amer::ican ,deserve, to h,ave ,their re:tiremen-es, ' 
secul'.e. I ,, ' 

~ 'And, theh30'i,~~'ars\' lat~r; we face :111e samecpposi tio.ri 
, with:'Medicare i • Medicare' wa's going ,t,o' abso'lutelio.estroY cur, AmEi'lrican,,' 

, • • l _ " ~ .1. 4 ;.. I - • • , • . >. • 

/' 
Wi3.Y 'of ,llf,e, destroy Amer l1:can.medlclne and, our health care system: . ': 

, . " 

Thankfully, we<had "leader\;riip that, savt wllat was;,happ!=n'lng 'witho.lder 
, ',',' I ',' , '" .' .. . ' , ' Americans:,ahd acted to provlde 'them with health security. ,We'ye , 

heard, the same,' argul'\1entst,h:en.' it'comes:tb the: mi,nimum wag'~ ~ :, Oh', ,my, 
goop.nes~I,\if ,you',l:aise ~hf, min~mu~ wage~,n6,bus:i.nes:~~s\ :wi~I be "able' 
t,o"cqnt'inue~ ", Small busl.ness \onll 'be bankrupted~ . Ther,e,wlll, be' no" 
, - • • . . ,. • I . \ .' . ~ ".'
opport;unl1;:les foreconoml,cexpanslon. ' , ' "" , 

, , .. ) ',' I' ' ",' " 

,'A~,ain','the 6~pc;si-tionw'as',wropg and the-~peopl~ ,~h6 caFe' 
" , abbut"whathappens:to,ord!ina~y,' ,av~rage 'workirig, middle'-c'iass ' 

~mericanswere right. ,Ahd:wl;1at we, havE(~:to do is 'to, build, 'Ion, social 
,'I', ',legj!sla't~6n,like s6ciaIs lecurIt'y, Medica:r::e,', the "minimum: ,wage, , qil, of,'/' ' I .' ,,' , , . ", ,

whlch"'made Amer,:ica 'strongler .,tQma~e sure ,wegi:re' un~versal, ~ealth' ' 
'. - ..'care, covera'ge 'tp every/American becau,se" that wlll make Amerlca 

" s~rci~ger as. welL ,! ,', i;' ',', ,"", ,"', ~'.'" 
" , 

.. \, . .) I J ! I, . ' ~ 1 '. . 

, . ,-',~:Nowduring the next'l1e~k~, people wil,l ,say, well, we 
, don ',trea.lly , nee,d 'univers;al c6v;er~:lg,e .\' ,We can ge,t by, wJ tho'llt, it. , 
" Well yeni 'know that'that ,'1's just'notthe, ,case":' universal coyerage, is ~,' 
es~ential'to ,help cohtroll'~na contain ,he~lthdar~ COStSi~ without it,:" 
thos~ ',?fyou, iIi, this: hall whq nave ~ealthi~,9urance"~,Jifl:9,():ntinu'e fa ' 
SUbsldlze people who do not;., , You: wlll cont;:.lfluel;to pay ·,for those, ' 
whose ,employers' ahd thosei employees do,rlo,t pay for thernselvi;{s,. '.That \' 

'is' n,ot, fair. 'I' , ' ' , ' , " '" 
- \. " 

~ " _..." . ; . . 

, " ' \ Tf"you',hav~' Ii=ve~yo~~:\n the system, you can begin, too' ',/ 
"',' make su:r:.e '.t;.hat:costs do' nbt'getshif'b~d' f,rom/ the 'uninsured and the 

undeFiflsured~'o th0s,e ,?f ius 'w~thipsU1;ance~Thatis: the 'kin~ ,9f " ",' 
,,\ ' system tha,t ,wlil ,make'lt posfjnble for lIS to ta~,ecare of, more people" 

" ' , . ',' I J "I '. '.", ' ' _ -' , . 
" ItO emphasize, .primary, and,;preventiyehealthbare" to make spre ,that we ", 

retain choice because' we !:will have a system" fnwhich indiv'idualswill. ' ' 
get to choose, who,itheir doctor is,",tomake,'~ure :that, V?hat'~e' ,do 'will ' 

::put us on a firm 'finandi~!lfooting for"the' future.~' ", ,\' "',',' 
• : ~ " '. '. '." " , .' 1 , • • '. • ..,.,"'" .' ',' " .' 

\ ... II I " • ~"\. • • j 

" , . And 'yet ~he~je will be those who'say~, no, we cannot do 
th.,is.' It wiil" not wprk" Let'me, suggest, ,to you there's a very simple 
,set of questions t9 ask. 1 Those .who say uniyersal coverage will not " . 
work, ask, them if they want tb repeal social security or 'Medicare.' . 

. ' .' .1 , ', ' '" 
.As~ them lf 'theY"r~ wllll1ng to glve up of? w,ha,t those two. programs' 

q ,. , t , \. ' .! - ',- ' . I " 
,I 

have done:to make~Americ~ns ~ebure. Ifyouhear'f~om,membei~ of 
Congres,s~, that they do' ,not believe· that. h'ard:-2work'ing,,;middle":dlass,' 

\ ' . '.' . , , I . .~' , • ~"" r ; • "" • , I " , • 
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'Arr\li~ricans should have".hea!lth insurance coverage',: a~k theJ;ll' then. why"" 
they have. figured out a, ,w'p.y to' g~ve members ofcongr.ess· guaranteed, . 

. . affordablehealth care· coiverage
'\ 

..··, '-' '. , ' " ,. . , , .. 
, ., ." '<. • 

:Sbme memb~rs: of: Congress do not 'iike 'itwhen, Isaythai: .. 
They do not ,like it wh~n-.:I sugge'st' that you ask yotir member of, 
eongre~s "esp~c~ally' thos;e. W:ll0' ~1;"e:, not'i.n' favor' of ;..Inlversa,~> 
coverage~ .why they ,cando 1t,for themselves and 'not for-your 
neighbors,' friends;' a'n¢!rellat'i \res. ' 'But for ·thqsememb~rsof Congress 
wno are ,fighting hard:toJiive,:Americans, ,what,.they, have which is' . 

, \ ,', ,'" , .' . ' , , "" .. , ..
guaranteed ,affordableh~.alth' carecQverage',:make ,sure they know1;hat " 
" , , ' , ' •. ', ". ,I'·". .' "". ' . . .,. ' ,
you' will recogn1ze' the1r ,commJ:tment .and. help, support them 1n th~ 

, b~t~'l,~s,to' come.', ,I." '\ ,'" " '. .' f I , , ~. ,I, " . .: " 

.. ' . !',. }f','you':'stripi aW?lY all' of ,therheto'riS;"what you ,hCi,ve 
.bas1cally 'are sever~l,camps of opponents.,: You have opponents ,who 
. ideologica)Ty, 'do not, beli'eve ··th?lt"we SllOul~r:ext!?nd: health catE7, , " 

.: 'coverage to' every ,American . I respect' that 'position ,but I't,hink. 
they a're dead wrong,' ,and ithey"are not: living in ~t.,he real world ,that ," 

, you and 'Isee ,eve,ry singl,e, day. ., " , \ 
'." \.', ' • -" '''. "; :",:,,', ",", ",', ! ,':. " " '. '.':" 

, . , . There,:are .opponents, of'health carle ,reform wJ)'o' are." 
." ,concerned that health car'e reform,'espec{al1y buiidirig on our 
,', employer"::empJ;oyee,systeiTI,1 wi'l'l',cost"jobs'. "RemiI')d .them that that was.' 

, the same' argument :us'ep ag1aihst social ,secu.rity,.' Medicare, and ',thE:; ,
',' .', , I ", " ,"'"

ririnimum:wa'ge", anp. it, neve,r,ever'w'aspr<;>ved to, hav'e any effec,t'. ' W~at 
", _ ". "we ar'e asking for:.' 'is~heallth' securityfor .ev~ryon·e'in':apr;i.vate': syste;m 
_whete·th~em,ployers. .and ,p:he 'employ:eesbear ,theiir. fair share • That is" 

i," 
, ' art American 'solution to the, health care system problem that . we 

" c.onfront' in ,our country. r·. "',: ' , , " . 
.: '.'.".. '....,:',': .. :." .,:' f " , \' '" '. >','-: . :.' 

" .' j\nd .finally ,i' the:r;-e ',are 'opponents; who fori their own· ,': 
~olitical.purpo~es~,dono~-~~htthi~~presi~erittQ-ciontinue the: '. ' 
succe~s,he has ·enJoyed fo:i th~ 'last 18' months.' . They want;.' to tUrn , 

. back tl1e clock: to' a' tJ'me ;Wlfenthe. rich' were. takez:i care 'o'f, ,the poor:' 
: . ' , _. were subsidized, ,but· ever,ybody in the ':middle was, basically left' out. 

. ' ftlis president ran' for th'e presidencY.Because he was sick, ~nd tired-' 
, "ofeverybody i'n ,.ttiiscoim:e.r'y,'whoworks hard for a' ~iiving, plciysby , ',' 

therUles,.makes .a corttri:butioni being fo:bgbttE:;n'in 'Washington., Arid .... 
, • I' , • ,I, f • • , "', ., ".' ~ t. ."

that is why he has worked ISO hard to,change'th1s' nat10nal agenda. 
, , " ". -'. ' .' " i " ',..' ... ' .... -': .'.", ,'" ~.. ":': \.:1 " f .; I.,' ". 

'But· unless· A:mer1cans understand .what '1s t "at stake. ·1n. th1s " , "'. . . ,'I . ""', ", . . " 

i .health ,care .deb.at7, ~nq ho1w ,many ; issues '<;trewrappep,llp: ini~, ,t~~n the 
>opponent;;~ w111,~.h1nk,tn,eYI,·~~vea free T1de, ,that:t.hey .. c<;tn contup.leto. 
'pe negatlve" they. C?ln ,cont'1nue ,to s?ly;no,·they ca,n cont1'nue' to feed 
'grid.lock a~d;partisans~"dp; when ';what this' c()un~ry .~eeds i~ to 'move 
beypnd. po11t1cs' as usual'lito move beyond part1san rhetorlc. ,Healtl} 
care is not ·a' polit'ical i-ss1:le .. When you ,look in 'the eyes of 'a sick: 
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. '. . child, you. a~e :hot:.lo:o~irlg·c(t·q:·Republicarf'()r. a Democrat, y:o.u are 
_ ·looking.at·anAme:r:icanwhb.des~rves to.\be.taken care:·of.> \i.\. ..,.'..,," .......... ''':'; '. ,', '··:l· . "::' :....~ .' ~ .',"'. ',. 


.:' .' ',AndsQ·.as ,.weleave! this:<l)all~, as you' finish' ychl:r • '," 
, ··ass:m~ly.i;n a.·.few 'clays',~,leas~ take.. h9m!=i,to' every ':c?rr:~t ~(Jf,t~is. .' . 

... .. r great. country 'itlhy<you pel:jsonaTly;.and:why, ,the, NEA and why ~ ,ma]orl.ty, ' 
. of 'l\mericansJavor~l1ivel:jsal ~qverage~ . ;Inevery:s~ngle .. ~ol·~that; l1a~,' . 
.been, dor,t.ei,more:,.than' 70·p,ercent ()f 'Amerl..cansknow ,what l.S rl.ght ;-f '; " 

.(.' .! : t~at"~s;' ·uniyer:s.a1 'cQVer~:gE3 ',b~ilt ?n'!empI6yer-e'jnploye~:pyst;~m that, " .,' 
"contal.nscosts. ,..:;f. 

, . .1 '.' '::'.' ........, i ,.' .' i . 

: .. .". ,~; And .e~pl<;ti.~l;lto" your,.;fri!=hd~'a·~d'n~i~hbor·~ t~a:t. t,his'is' ",' 

not. Just ,an' E3,conoml.c 'l.ssue, :-'~ although, 'l. t .l.S . that:-:-, 'l.t :ls"bE3cause we ;., 
.aresperidJngmo~e moneyt'~i1ari we.··ne.ed t,o' on ouihea,lth, ¢a're pystenf., '" . 

'We ,can do, better~',. 'We ,carl· ac;tually e~t~Dd carE? to: inoJ;e· peop;Leif w.e 
".' . : are more efficient"'and' cpiret'ularid if 'we e:mphasize primary ,and , '. '.' 

/ ; .,t.prey~ntiV:e ,:h'ea'l~hc:a're:a~~.begi~·\todonvirice peoiHe. that.' t:h~·. '., ;/': 

" :~~~f~~~yj~~;m; ;l.~, riO~ .th1;L~ ,.~aml.lY, :~ctor ... ~.~e P,~~, s~v,~ .mon~y<~nd do,. 

I "'" • • 'I"" ...; '.. ','. " '. :' . , ',: ", .- : . • '" ".' ' .' . '. 
..' . .' . ·And.t~Yl; :your: frl.enqs and nel.gl1bQrs,tl.'tat l.t-'·s also a. 
" sopia 1; ';~ssue ,':'Yoh know s~ome;times.: p~oPc17 say" al!d Ikno~ ther ~rite. 

about me;,: they say", you.'~now,. Ige:t .sq l.ntens.e,Igetso .serl.ous,' you 
' ... know, all of. thirt,~' '. I re(3iily 'd6·.have'~. sense ·.ce' humor',· I promise,., 

'. ,;; But it's hard; for m,eto :tiehuInor6u5' about. t·lle·problems.I see. in. ;the, 
"'. , health. care, :system::'.:tddn~t know' howt:o'm.ake a joke~ out, of:,the:' ' 

:'istotiesthatt:ve .,heard~' J.I dop't kr1'Ow,··how ?nyon,e::dip~'gnor~ whatal.l</. "of ';l~~ee: Th,ts ~ l.S .~' 90<:F,a,\, pro~le~> thpt 'n,eects t,o)?~ resolved.. ,:It ' 
"., iis not, fal.r, -::-' .cTapeend.~,) ',' . ( :, ." \ . " 
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