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MS. CLINTON:· Thank you" all. Thank. you so much ·for, 
your, enthu.siastib support of'univer~al heal.thcare.cov~rage . 
for ev;ery' .'Amel{ic'~n. Tha,nJ.s ,'you for: being 'liere::t0day; .. ,/ ...'. '.' 

.,'1 ' '. '.. ' ' , I . ,,'. . . '.",' . " ~.. 

. '" , , :. . ~" "." ',' .:rh~s hcili~Wh~C~ ,haspE7~n,part,.·9t. ou~ hi~tP~Y. for' 
hund,reds. of years, ls ..fllled .:to:overflow1ng,. and, I ~als Just' 

:/ ' . handed' a' n0t:e ttuit.,sbUridis, bedng 'pip~d bu:t, outside. And 
<there aFe television. l'l.lonitorsand ther:eare over. ;1500 people 

who are supporti~g: :unive'rsal health c'are' (inaudible. ),,", , "'I' • 
. . I 

. '. j" , (Appiause.) .. ' "" " " ' .. ',: '\ ' 
, . I . , : ,. 1. ' ,:' .- • l ," > , ...... . .' I . 

. we/re~r~tefulth~tth~y are, . sorry ;they cannot "be'.' 
iris ide ,.' but I' thInk'sever-ill .ofus ·whoar.~ on the stage wil-l' 

;., cotne,',o\u~side,'and it'cil-k, withJall··Qf. youwlio ,are' out' there"as ... 
"welr(Appla1is~.:,). ' L" , ,.' ,I:; 

. ~,'. . ,: ',',:: ,.. :-.' :.,:;,\,r -". ' , " .7" t.·.' , 

. . Iw~rit ;to t~arik senator \Kenned.y for, ~is 'stal,wart" 
"slippor-t.ot ,.thos,e· iwhoare oft~r without "a .voice·, who may not;,':, . 

.' he heard ..overth,e·dih of: negativism ·and.opposition',' arid .who, ' • . • I 
'., , ", • , ' I. , " .', , " '. . ..' . -' ", .. , , .
because., of hlS. ler?ldersh'lp, has ,enabled. thls country pO '. ". '. 

, provide mor,e de'qericY;i;\nd,support for i'riillions,.and'm,il'li6hs "of 
::",working .Amertcan$ • (Applau'se .):. :., 

. \ I I. \,' . , 't', I •. ,! ,'" ' . r . (- -',' . "~.:~.. 
I .' 

. 

, . - f . i ." ',', . '..!,' ....'. " , .. 
~ 

'. ." , • 
':, ' . 

", . . '. ,"I'm grqteful.:fopcongresspan ',Moakley, who:ls 'tlere 
,.,\' \' \ .'and wiIl-anq' ,hasipl~y~~ apivot~~l role, inth~ health.,qal:"e ....'.. . 

. "debat~., ~ .. ~ant ,tic:> thapk. th~ ma;y~r_ for speakl.ngout ~:m l:?e1!~l~,' 
. I 'of·,thlS"'Cl·ty:an~llts,re~ld,eI)ts .. 1 \iant to thapk, John ....•.. , , 

,'- .Swe,EH1~Y,~: I neye~thought . I ~ d ;see:'John 'qu~:rEing "The Who; but r., 
" thought·that was tremar;k,abie.. :·(Laughter,.)··.•· '., :.' . 

~ i' i' ".' . : \,' : r.,", >i' ,~,,' . I, .• ' ~:' ~.' ' . \ , (' ~' ~ ') ~ • 

," \ 

. " . ,-. I '.am· also 'gratef~l'1 for all who are h~re, and a· J J 

, ., " ", , ,.par.ti'cuUir ,word 'lio ,Di~ Rqfki'n (phonetic)',' '~h'O:lS 'here" -who.' 
. , . , ,; . " :,' , " : ", "
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spoke earller, who stands for those men and women who are at 
the forefront ofl the health care system in America, the 
people who run the fine research hospitals and medical 
schools and acad~mic health centers. They know that the 
future of what i~ best about American medicine rests on our 
obtaining univer~al coverage. And I want to thank them. 
(Applause. ) I " 

I 
And asl well, we've already heard from Jerry McKinty 

(phonetic) and the others who are'on the stage who have given 
great support tol this. I also want to thank, for his courage 
and vision 'in promoting universal health care years ag6, 
former Governor Dukakis and I'm grateful that he is here 
tonight. (Applahse.J 

But I ~hink that all of you would join me in 
reserving our greatest thanks to the two women who spoke 
earlier. These FWo, women shared the,ir stories. 

Both Cheryl and Sandy came here to talk about what 
is ordinarily ve~y personal matters, the condition of the 
health of their bhildren or themselves, to talk in a very 
public forum abo~t what it means to work hard in America but 
not be secure, that if the unexpected illness or accident 
occurs, you will' be able financially to manage. 

Cheryl and Sandy repr~sent millions of Americans. 
I have been privdleged over the l~styear and a half to share 
many of their stpries with them. And I know, in looking out 
at this crowd, that I see people of all ages, various ethnic 
and racial backg~ounds. I assume that there are Republicans, 
Democrats, Indep~ndents; I can recogriize some of you in this 
crowd and know that. 

, But wh1at ,I see goes far beyond what is usually used 
to define us so !narrowly. I see people united in a common 
cause because thby know that what we are attempting to do in 
guaranteeing hea!lth care coverage to all Americans is ,not 
only the right thing for our country but is the best thing 
for all of us an1d our own families. (Applause. )

I 

All to~ often this health care debate divides along 
lines not of par~y or background or region of country but of 
experience . Hav1e you or someone, you know., someone you love, 
had an experienc1e that makes you now know that you are no 
longer secure were you to be facing a medical crisis? 

I 
I 
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Because as I've traveled around the country, I've 
had many people borne to me and say, "I didn't really know 
'. . I. •
what your husband was talkl.ng about· when he fl.rst started 
saying we needed I to have universal health care coverage. I 
really didn't know who these people were who were the 
uninsured. I didn't have any idea." 

, . I 

And wh~t I hope, ,as we move forward in the next few 
weeks, is that the faces and the stories of people like 

'I •. • ' Cheryl and Sandy, the experl.ences of those of you who Wl.II 
ride 'the buses to Washington, that they will be kept at the 
£orefront of thi~ debate.' , ' 

" I have I to confess that, unless I had become 
immersed in it, I'm not sure I would be one of those who 
really understan~s what's at stake. My nusband and daughter 
and I have been blessed by good health. And I have not had 
the.personal exp~rience that many'of you have had. 

I ' 
But I have tried, over the last year and a half, 

always to put my~elf in the other person's position. That is 
what I was raisecl to believe when I would go to Sunday 
school. That islwhat my parents taught me. That is what I 
bel·ieve politics should really be about . (Applause.) ,That 
everyone of us !fay, "There but for the grace of God gO,I'or 
someone whom I love." 

I 

But if\we look at this debate that is about to 
occur, it will take place on many levels, and the danger is 
we will lose theifaces and the stories. So, you must, all of 
us must, work to make sure that does not happen. But at the 
same time, we caR also argue very convincingly that there are 

I ' 
many reasons, even beyond the stories, to do what we know 
must be done. I 

I 
There are economic reasons why this country needs. 

to have universai health care coverage. Those economic 
reasons are at t~e base of what the President has s~id over 
and over again, ~hen he has pointed out that our country 
spends more money than any other country that guarantees 
health insurance to its citizens, but we don't. 

We are not getting good value for our dollar. We 
are not being able to use the money that you and I pay for 
private insuranc~ or the tax dollars we pay to make sure 
people do get so~e kind of care. We are not using that, money 
as effectively artd efficiently as we should. And just think 

I 
I 
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of the many rea~ons why we are not. 

Most i!nsurance policies, still today, .do not cover 
preventive health care. We are penny-wise and pound-foolish. 
When are we goitig to start changing that? (Applause.) 

I . 
If we ~ould insure for preventive care the way 


Hawaii does, we ~oUld have, as Hawaiians do, more people 

going to the doctor more often than in the rest of America 

but paying·less lin health care. Why? Because if you give 

prenatal care t9 a pregnant woman, you will avoid problems 

that could othe1wise cost us a lot of money. (Applause.) 


. I don'lt know how many of you have ever visited .the 
rehabilitative unit of a large hospital. Many of you, as I 
see, have been iln such units. I have gone into them. I have 

Iwalked up and down. I have spoken to the people who are 
there. And tim~ and time again what I hear just infuriates 
me. I 

Because what people tell me is they had a problem 
which they postponed taking care of because they didn't have 
insurance which iwoUld cover the problem. When you stand at 
the side of a man who has just had his feet amputated because 
of advanced diaJdetes and you.ask him, "When was the last time 
you had a checkJp to determine whether you had diabetes' and 
how it was prOg1eSSing?1I 

And he looks at you and says, "I never had 

insurance on an~ of the jobs I worked. The last checkup I 

had was when I got out of· the Navy in 1947.". 


. You sJt there and you think, well, yes, we are a 
charitablecoun~ry, and this man who is in the hospital will 
be taken care of;. But why not take care of him before the 
problem develops and save us all the anguish and the money 
(inaudible) '? (Applause.) . 

You aJl know a million stories like that which 

stress how impot.tant and how cost effective preventive care 

can be. But th~re are other economic issues at stake. You 

heard Chery1. I· 


I . Her husband and her father have small businesses. 
They pay for in~urarice. They not only pay for insurance for 
their workers arid their families, they pay for the insurance 
and the medical costs of those people who will not take care 

MORE 

Diversified Reportinl] Services, Inc. 

918 16TH STREET, N.W. SUITE 803 


WASHINGTON, O:C. 20006 


(202) 296·2929 




5 

of themselvesan~ will not make a contribution to the health 
care cost. I 

So evely time somebody goes into Cheryl's husband's 
restaurant and p~ys for the meal he has, which goes into the 
amount of money that that small business makes, that, in 
effect, is penal~zing that responsible business because the 
competitor down the street, in the minority of businesses, 
refuses to do wh~t is responsible. . 

I
So that when the worker of the second business gets 

sick and goes to the hospital .and gets taken care of, guess 
who pays for it? All the rest of us. Because our premiums 
go up, our taxes go up. (Applause.) 

'You kn6w, in politics they always say, "The squeaky
I .wheel gets the grease." Well, the folks who don't want to 

pay their fair share, who want to continue freeloading off 
the system, have!been awfully squeaky the last year. I think 
it's time they hear from some other folks who are doing what 
is responsible a~d are paying the bilis of this health care 
system in our country. 

I 
If you!look at what universal coverage will mean, 

it will mean that businesses who currently insure will save 
money. And busi~esses that don't insure, that minority, that 
squeaky wheel or !that little tail wagging the big dog that is 
all the rest. of us, they will have to contribute as well.·1 . . 

And what everyone, the President and members of 
Congress, have tr;ied to do is to establish a system so that 
small businesses Iwith legitimate problems will get the kind 
of financial hel~ they need to be able to afford insurance. 

But agJin, if you look at Hawaii, 20 years ago they 
made a brave deci1sion that every business would insure their 
workers. And whait happened? Costs went down, particularly 
for small busines1ses, who .in Hawaii pay 30 percent less than 
small businesses lin the rest of America. 

I 

And, in! addition, what we have seen from the 
Hawaiian example lis that if everybody is in the system, then 
the cost can be dontained. Because it's like holding on to a 
balloon. If you bnly try to squeeze cost in one part of it, 
it balloons out srmewhere else. This is good for business. 

It may hot be good for some of the businesses that 
I 

MORE 
I 
I 

II Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
918 16TH STREET, NW. SUITE 803 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 

(202) 296-2929I 



6 

I
Senator Kennedy has exposed, who are very large businesses, 
who operate in m~ny countries where they pay for insurance 
for French or Ge~man or Japanese workers, and in Hawaii, 
where they pay fbr Hawaiian workers, where they want to 
~omp7te with everybody else on an unfair playing field. 'But 
~t w~ll be good for everybody else. . 

. '. I· 
Becausk we will finally get health' care costs to a 

manageable levell, and. every American business and every 
American worker will be able to afford the kind of health 
security that no~is denied to too many of us. That is what 
is really at stake in the economics (inaudible.) (Applause.) 

But in) addition to the econo~icreasons, there are 
social reasons and political reasons. You know, I don't know 
how you feel, bU~ when I listen to somebody like Sandy, who's 
on the front line, sitting in an emergency room, knowing that 
the people who a~e coming in are there because they don't 
have'anywhere elSe to go, often finding that if they're not 

• I· • 
un~nsured, they are under~.nsured and they cannot afford the 
care that they nked, I don't think.that's right in our 
country. :I 

I
NOw, that may be a real old-fashioned view in some 

circles. There ~re, hard as it is to believe, some people 
who say, itHealth[ care is a privilege. You can either afford 
it or you can't. It,'s nobody else's business." I have yet 
to meet anybody ~po says that who is not insured. And I 
think it's time to call that. .

I· . 
But whFt is so sad is that the people who say that 

have no more security than the rest of us. In 1980, 88 
percent of Ameribans who worked for a living full time had 
health insurance'. Now it's down to 83 percent and we're 
going in the wrohg direction. . 

I . 
So theke folks who are against providing insurance 

for everyone fori ideological reasons had better watch what 
happens to them and pepple they know. But there are also 
political reason~ why we need to do this. 

Our cohntry is at a turning point. Are we going to 
be able to make government work? That's what this president 
pledged when he ran for office because he said he was tired 
of seeing the goyernment fail to work for the people who paid 
the bills and who1 worked• hard for a living and played by the•
rules. He was tired of seeing all of the breaks and all of 
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. the other activities go in the direction of those who could 
pull the strings I and influence people in Washington. 

Well, ~ou know, two years ago, when he was running 
for office, if· he had said to you or if I, on his behalf, had 
said to you, "Elbct Bill Clinton and within 18 months here's 

. what you'll havel Finally, after years of talk and no 
action, you'll hkve a President who actually presents an 
economic recovery plan that actually gets by the Congress 
with the result that instead of just talking about it the 
deficit is gOingl down for a change. 

"And b~cause he believes that will help spur 
investments, that Presiden~ will push for that against great 
political odds with the result we will have, within 18 
months, 3.8 mill~on new jobs that were not there before he 
became PresidentL And despite all the rhetoric on the other 
side, we'll have a political system that is actually working 
for people." 

Now some folks didn't like it in Washingtbn when 

the President sa~d, "Here's the kind of exchange I want. 

Raise taxes on the richest 1 1/2 percent of Americans and 

lower them on 171 million Americans who work every day and 

shouldn't have to pay taxes on their wages." . (Applause.) 


I . 
You know, and then, if he had said, "Well, not only 

are we going to have an economic recovery that's going to put 
us back on our f~et. We're going to expand trade. We're 
going to pass thb best educational legislation that has been 
passed in a geneFation, so that young people who don't go on 
to four-year colleges are going to be given chances for 
apprenticeship ahd lifetime learning and are going to be . 
treated with theldignity and respect that working class kids 
deserve to have in this country." (Applause.)

I . . 

I 


. . And for all of those youngsters who want to go to 
college, don't ybu think it would be a good idea to lower the 
amount of interekt they have to pay on their college loans, 
which is now goihg to happen to 20 million college students? 
(Applause.) I 

And wouldn't it be great to have a president who 

stood up to the National Rifle Association (inaudible)? 

(Applause.) NotlonlY stood up against them, but beat them 

twice by getting the Brady bill turned into law and taking 

assault weapons off the streets and out of the hands of 
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I,( inaudible. ) (Applause. ) 

And wohldn't it be great to have a President who, 
for a change, didn't just talk tough about crime while the 
crime rate kept going up, and up and all of us felt less 
secure? Well, thanks to this President and this leadership 
of this Congress~ we are now going to have a crime bill. 

'And d01you know what it does? It is going to put 
100,000 more police on the streets so that mayors like this 
mayor can actualiy keep you safer allover America. 

o 0I .'And 1tfs gOlng to say, "If you've comm1tted three 
violent crimes, we're sick and tired of you. Three strikes 
and you're out. Iwe don't want to see you on our streets 
anywhere in America again. 

NOW, ib addition, we will also be trying to say 
something can belpositive about this because, you know, we 
cannot build eno~gh prisons for everybody in America, which 

t I '.1S what some people want. We've got to bU1ld some more and 
we' are, but we also have to start giving young people v 

something to s.ay Ires tc:>: 'mc:>re recreation, more jobs, drug 
treatment, educat10n (lnaud1ble.) '(Applause. ) 

, Id of h' , . 't 'h hOt . Now, aI;l 1 ·t e Pres1den , w en e was runn1ng wo 
years ago, had also said, "And not only that, ~e/re going to 
have health care.lreform and welfare reform, I think a lot of 
you would ,have s~id, "wait a minute. ,This doesn't seem 
likely." Some off you might say, if I were to say that, "What 
is she smoking artd did she inhale (inaudible}?" (Laughter.) 
I mean, you know)

I 
I

But alt of that has happened. Every bit of it has 
happened, and health care reform and welfare reform are about 

I ' 
to happen. And why has it happened? It's happened because, 
for the first ti~e in years, we have a President who is 
unwilling ,to den~ the problems of America for his. own 
political advantage. And that's what is at stake. 
(Applause.) I 

It is ~ery interesting to me, all the opposition to 
everyone of these steps forward, and there are many more you 
probably haven't leven heard about. They've been working so 
hard there. Because the opposition, the defenders of the 
status quo, don't want any of this to happen • 

. , 
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I mean, it is so much easier just to prevent things 
than to try to make things happen. So it is important to our 
political system that this Congress act on health care 
reform. 

But there is a final reason. And everyone of you, 
I think~ know what that is. And it is a moral reason. This 
is the richest cbuntry in the world. We are all, everyone 
of us, blessed eVilery morning because we wake up as Americans. 
We owe something, both to the generations to come and the 
generations that\came before. 

i . 
When my husband was at Normandy for the D-Day 

celebrations he said, clearly, to our parents and to some of 
your grandparent~, "We ar~ the children of your sacrifice." 
We are today enjbying this country because before people 
stood up and acc~pted responsibility for the problems and the 
challenges that were faced. It is now our turn to do the 
same. I 

When Social Security was passed, we heard the same 
opposition as YO¥'re hearing now. When Medicare was passed, 
we he~rd the samr .thing. In fact, many of the people who say 
that what the Pr~sident and the senator and the congressman 
stand for is socialized medicine. are happy to 'take Medicare 
benefits paid for with payroll .deductions from workers and 
businesses. 1 . 

But th~t decision for Medicare was not just 

economically rig~t or socially right or politically right. 

It was morally right. And because of it, we have rescued 


. millions of older Americans from the indignity and the fear 
of their health Care being gone because they could not afford 
to pay for it. 1 

We have taken care of Americans over 65. We have
I '.'

taken care of the poorest among us. But for middle income, 

working Americans, we have left all of us in a state of 

insecurity. I 


. I •
". And what we need to do is to make our VOl.ces loud 

and clear. That!this is not a debate about government. This 
is not a debate about having doctors told who will take care 

I . •of whom. That doesn't happen under Medl.care. It's not going 
to happen under the kind of private insurance that is being 
debated here. This is a debate about whether we will live up, . . I .' 

to our· better instincts, whether we will take care of each 
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other. 

. And I Iwant to end with just one story. I finished 
making a speech in Washington and, as I was leaving the 
podium and the sltage, a middle aged white man, very well . 
dressed, took myI ,hand and he said, III never understood what . 
you ,and your hus1band were talking about. I've always had 
health insurancel and it's always been very good. 1I 

He sai1d, IIBut I have a woman who works in my office 
and she has two bhildren and they have children. And to 
share expenses, j:they live together. II . 

Three little children, one of them got very sick, 
had a high tempe;rature, 

I'
104 degrees, was rushed to 

, 
the 

hospital. The hbspital inquired what kind of insurance the 
fam~ly had. Thel father was able to show the insurance card. 
The child was admitted, diagnosed with meningitis, stayed in 
the ho~pital fori quite. some period of time. ' 

A few crays later, the cousin of the first child had 
a high fever, wa~ rushed.to the same hospital where the other 
child was being ~reated. The mother of this child, recently 
divorced, no heaQth insurance, working every day, was asked 
the same questiop, "What kind Of. insurance do you have?1I She 
said, IINon~.1I sre was then referred to another hospital. 

She t?-kes her baby to another hospital, waits again 
when they find opt she has no insurance. Somebody finally 
gets to them. They give her two baby Tylenol and they send 
her home. On th~ day that the cousin who was admitted to the 
hospital was rel~ased, the other child died. 

And thb little brother of the child who died came 
down with the sake kind of high fever, was rushed to the 
hospital. The hbspital that had turned away the first child 
then said~ "We w~ll take the brother as a charity case." 

I
When tpeman finished telling me this story and 

then when we called and verified the details with the 
grandparents andlthe parents, I thought to myself, that is 
just what Dr. Koop, who had traveled 'with me, told me months 
ago when he said~ IIIf you are uninsured in America, you have 
three times morel likely the chance of dying from the same 
ailment of an insured person." 

". I foun~ it hard 'to believe when I first heard it .. 
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I no long~r do. And I don't want to spend another year, in 
the country we all love so much, worrying about another child 
who might be turhed away or not given the treatment he or she 
needs. I 

I wantl to liv~ in a country like the <;>ne tha~ I . 
love and that I're comml.tted many years of my ll.fe tryl.ng to 
make a contribut:ion to, which, once and for all, says, "Every 
person is not on[y equal in the eyes of God, but every person 
will· be given thb same rights to have heal.th care, to live up 
to their God-givbri potential. II 

. I
So letts go and spread the message to all those 

(inaudible.) (Applause.) 
IThank you. 
I

(End of speech.) 

I * * * * * 
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MS. CDINTON: Thank you all. Thank you so much for 
your enthusiast~c support of universal health care coverage 
for every Americ'an. Thank you for being here today. 

This JaIl, which has been part of our history for 
hundreds of year1s, is filled to overflowing, and I was just 
handed a note th1at sound is being piped out outside. And 
there are televi1sion monitors and there are over 1500 people 
who are supportihg universal health care ("inaudible.) 
(Applause.) I 

We're grateful that they are, sorry they cannot be 
inside, but I thlink several of us who are on the stage will 
come outside 'and talk with all of you who are out there as 
well. (Applause.) 

I want to thank Senator Kennedy for his stalwart 
support of those who are often without a voice, who may not 
be heard over the din of negativism and opposition, and who, 
because of hislkadership, has enabled this country to 
provide more deckncy and support for millions and millions of 
working Americanr. " (Applause.) 

I'm grateful for Congressman Moakley, who is here 
and will and haslplayed a pivotal role in the health care 
debate., I want to thank the mayor for speaking out on behalf 
of this city andlits residents. I want to thank John 
Sweeney. I never thought I'd, see John quo,ting The Who, but I 
thought that was! remarkable. (Laughter.) 

, I am also grateful for all who are here, and a 
particular word to Dr. Rafkin (phonetic), who is here, who 

• I ' spoke earl1er, who stands for those men and women. who are at 
the forefront of\the health care system in America, the 
people who run t~e fine research hospitals and medical 
schools and academic health centers. They know that the 
future of what i:i. best'about American medicine rests on our 
obtaining univer:i.al coverage. And I want to thank them. 

, (Applause.) 

And as'well, we've already heard from Jerry McKinty 
(phonetic) and the others who are on the stage who have given 
great support tolthis. I also want to thank, for his courage 
and vision in promoting universal health care years ago, 
former Governor qUkakis and I'm grateful that he is here 
tonight. (Applause.) , 
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But I think that all of you would join me in 
reserving our g~eatest thanks to the two women who spoke 
earlier. These two wqmen shared their stories. 

. Both Cheryl and Sandy came here to talk about what 
is ordinarily vflry personal matters, the condition of the 
health of their iChi.ldren or themselves, to talk in a very. 
public forum abo1ut what it means to work hard in America but 
not be secure, that if the unexpected illness or accident 

'. occurs, you will be able financially to manage •. 

Cheryl and Sandy represent millions of Americans. 
I have been priv,ileged over the last year and a half to share 

. many of their st;ories with them. And I know, in looking out 
at this crowd, that I see people of all ages, various ethnic 
and racial·backg~ounds. I assume that there are Republicans, 
Democrats, 'Indep~ndentsi I can recognize some of you in this 
crowd and know that.

I '. . 
But.~hat I see goes far beyond what is ~sually used 

to define us so harrowly. I see people united in a .common 
cause becaus~ th~y know that what we are attempting to do in 
guaranteeing heaith care coverage to all Americans is not 
only the right thing for our country but is the best thing 
for all of us ana our own families. (Applause.) . 

All tol often this health care debate divides along 
lines not of· party or background or region of country but of 
experience. Hav~ you or someone you know, someone you love, 
had an experienc~ that makes you now know that you are no 
longer secure wet-e you to be facing a medical crisis?

I.

Because as I've traveled around the country, I've 

had many people 90me to me and say i "I didn't rea·lly know 
what your husband was talking about when he first started 
saying we neededlto have universal health care coverage. I 
really didn't..knc:)w who these people were who were the 
uninsured. I didn't have any idea." . 

And whlt I hope, as we move forward in the next few 
weeks, is that the faces and the stories of people like 
Cheryl and sandy) the 'experiences of those of you who will 
ride the buses t6 Washington, that they will be kept at the 
forefront of thiS debate. . 

have Ito confess that, unless ·I had become 
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immersed in it, I'm not sure I would be one of those who 
really understands what·' s at stake. My husband and daughter 
and I have been Iblessed by good health. And I have not had 
the personal eXPlerience that many of you have had. 

But I have tried, over the last year and a half,
" I

always to putmYlself in the either person's position. That is 
what 'I was raised to believe when I would go to Sunday 
school. That isl what my parents taught me. That is what 
believe pOliticsl should really be about. (Applause.) That 
everyone of us say, "There but for the grace of God go I or 
someone whom Ilbve." "". 

But if1 we look at this debate that is about to 
occur, it will take place on many levels, and the danger is 
we will lose thel faces and the stories. So you must, all of 
us must, work to make sure that does not happen. But at the 
same time ,. we car also argue very convincingly that there are 
many reasons, even beyond the stories, to do what we know 
must be done. : I" " . 

" There flre economic reasons why this country needs 
to have universa~ health care coverage. Thoseeconomic 
reasons are at the base of what the President has said over 
and over again, fhen he has pointed out that our country 
spends more money than any other country that guarantees 
health insurance to its citizens, but we don't. 

We are not getting good value for our dollar. We 
are not being able to use the money that you and I pay for· 
private insurancf or the tax dollars we pay to make sure 
people do get some kind of care. We are not using that money 
as effectively apd efficiently as we should. And just think 
of the many reasons why we are not. 

Most i~surance policies, still today, notdo cover 
preventive health care. We are penny-wise and pound-foolish. 
When are we going to start changing that? (Applause.) 

if weiould insure for preventive care the way 
Hawaii does, we ¥ould have, as Hawaiians do, more people 
going to the doctor more often than in the rest of America 
but paying less in health care. Why? Because if you give 
prenatal. care tola pregnant .woman, you will avoid problems 
that could otherTise cost us a lot of money. (Applause.) 

don'~ know how.many of you have ever visited the 
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rehabilitative u:nit of a large hospital. Many of you, as I 
see, have been i~ such uriits. I have gone into them. I have 
walked up and down. I have spoken to the people who are 
there. And timej and time again what I hear just infuriates 
me. I 

Because what people tell me is they had a problem 
which they postpbned taking care of because they didn't have 
insurance which fOUld cover the problem. When you stand at 
the side of a man who has just had his feet amputated l;>ecause 
of advanced diab'etes and you ask him, "When was the last time

I. .' • you had a checkup to determ1ne whether you haq d1abetes and 
how it was progr'essing?" 

And he looks at you and says, "I never had 
insurance on 'any of the jobs I worked. The last checkup I 
had was w~en 1- gjot out of the Navy in 1947." 

You si~ there and you think, well, yes, we are a 
charitable count:ry, and this man who is in the hospital will 
be taken care· ofI. But why not take care of him before the 
problem develops and save us all the anguish and the money 
(inaudible)? . (Applause.) 

I ' .
You aliI know a million stories like that which 

stress how impor~ant and how cost effective preventive care 
can be. But there ,are other economic issues at stake. You 

,heard Cheryl. I . . 
Her husband and her father have small businesses. 

. • IThey pay for 1nsurance. They not only pay for insurance for 
their workers and their families, they pay for the insurance 
and the medical bosts of those people who will not take care 
~!r=h::::~ves anf will not make a contri~tion to the health 

So every time somebody goes into Cheryl's husband's 
~estaurant and phys for the meal he has, which goes into the 

I • • 

amount of money ~hat that small bus1ness makes, that, 1n 
effect, is penalizing that, responsible business because the 
competitor down ~he street, in the minority of businesses, 
refuses to do what is responsible. 

I 
I

So that when the worker of the second business gets 
sick and goes tol the hospital and gets taken care of, guess 
who,pays for it? All the rest of us. Because our premiums 
go up, our taxes go up. (Applause.) 
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You know, in· politics they always say, liThe squeaky
,I ..

wheel gets the grease." Well, the folks who don't want to 
pay their fair share, who want to continue freeloading off 
the system, have I been awfully squeaky the last year. I think 
it's time they hear from some other folks who are doing what 
i~ responsible a~d are payin~ the bills of this health care 
system in our country. 

If youl look at Wh~t universal coverage will mean, 
it will mean that businesses .who currently insure will save 
money. And busihesses that don't insure, that minority, that 
squeaky wheel'orlthat little tail wagging the big dog that is 
all the rest of us, they will have to contribute as well. 

. I . ' 
And what everyone, the President and members of 

Congress, have tried to do is to establish a system so that 
small businessesjwith legitimate problems will get the kind 
of financial help they need to be able to. afford insurance. 

But ag~in, if you ,look at, Hawaii, 20 years ago they 
made a brave decision that every business would insure their 
workers. And what happened? Costs went down, particularly 
for small busine~ses, who in Hawaii pay 30 percent less than 
small businesses Iin the rest of America. . ' . 

, . And, in addition, 'what we have seen from, the 
Hawaiian: example lis that if everybody is in the system, then 
the cost can be contained. Because it's like holding on to a 
balloon.· If youlonly try to squeeze cost in one part of it, 
it balloons out somewhere else. This is good for business. 

, It may\not be good. for some of the busin~sses that 
senator Kennedy has exposed, who are very large businesses, 
who operate in many countries where they pay for insurance 
for French or G~:Jman or Japanese workers, and in Hawaii, 
where they pay fdr Hawaiian workers, where they want to 
compete with eve~ybody else on an unfair playing field. But 
it will be good ior everybody else. 

Because we will finally get health care costs to a 
manageable level ,I and every American business and every 
American worker will be able to afford the kind of health 
security that n~:)\J is denied to too many of us. That is what 
is really at stakie in the economics (inaudible.) (Applause.) 

. . But in laddition to the economi'c reasons, there are 
.social reasons and political reasons. You know, I.don't know 
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how you ·feel, but when 'I listen to so~ebody like Sandy, who's 
on the front link, sitting in an emergency room, knowing that 
the people who a~e coming in are there because they don't 
have anywhere elise to go, often finding that if they're not 
uninsured, they a.re under insured and they cannot afford the 
care that they n~ed, I don't think that's right in our 

country. I '. .. 

NOW, that may be a real old-fashioned view in some 

circles. There a.re,hard as it is to believe, some people 

who say, IIHealthlcare is a privilege. You can either afford 

it 6r you can't. It's ~obody else's business." I have yet 

to meet anybody o/hosays that who is not insured. And I 

think it's time to call th~t. 


But Whit is so sad is that the people who say that 
. I,·have no more secur1ty than the rest of us .. In 1980, 88 

percent of Ameribans who worked for a living full time had 
health insurance 1 . Now it's down, to 83 percent and we're 
'going in the wrortg direction. 

, . So the~e folks who are against providing insurance 
for every~ne, fori ideological reasons had better watch what 
happens to them and people they know. But there are also 
political reason~ why we need to do this . 

. It' t t ,. 't ' tOur coun ry 15 a a urn1ng p01n. Are we g01ng 0 
be able to make ~overnment work? That's wh~t this pre~ident 
pledged when he tan for office because he said he was tired 
of seeing the goVernment fail to work for the people who paid 
the bills and wh9 worked hard for a living and played by the 
rules. He was tired of seeing all of the breaks and all of 
the other activities go in the direction of those who could 
pull the str~ngSland influence people in Washington.' 

. Well, you know, two years ago, when he was running 
for office, if he had said to you or if I, on his behalf, had 
said to you, "EI~ct Btll Clinton and within 18 months here's 
what you'll have.IFinally, after years of talk and no 
action, you'll hdve a President who actually presents an 
economic recover~ plan that actually gets by the Congress 
with the result that instead of just talking about it the 
deficit is going Idown for a change. , 

. "And because he believes that will help spur ' 

investments, tha~ President will push for that against great 

political odds w~th the result we will have, within 18 
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I 


months, 3.8 million new jobs that were not there before he 
becamePresidentl And despite all the rhetoric on the other 
side, we'll have a political ~ystem that is actually working 
for people." 

Now some folks didn't like it in Washington when. .~.

the Pres1dent sa~d, "Here's the k1nd of exchange I want. 
Raise taxes on the richest 1 1/2 percent of Americans and 
lower them on 171millio.n Americans who work every day and 
shouldn't have to pay taxes on their wages." (Applause.) 

. You kn1w, and then, if he had said, "Well, not only 
are we going to have an economic recovery that's going to put 
us back on our f~et. We're going to expand trade. We're 
going to pass th~ best educational legislation that has been 
passed in a genefation, so that young people who don't go on 
to four-year colleges are going to be given chances for 
apprenticeship ahd lifetime learning and are going to be 
treated with theldignity and respect that working class kids 
deserve to have in this country." (Applause.) 

I . 
. And for all of those youngsters who want to go to 

college, don't yOu think it would be a good idea to lower the 
amount of intere~t they have to pay on their college loans, 
which is now goihg to happen to 20 million college students? 
(Applause. ) .!. . . . 

And wotlldn't 1t be great to have a pres1dent who 

stood up to the National Rifle Association (inaudible)? 

(Applause.) Not!onlY stood up against them, but beat them 

twice by getting the Brady bill turned into law anq taking 

assault weapons off the.streetsand out of the hands of 

(inaudible.)'. (A~plause.) . 


And wO~ldn't·it be great to have a·President who, 

for a change, didn't just talk tough about crime while the 


• I • . .
cr1me rate kept g01ng up and up and all of us felt less 
secure? Well, thanks to this President and this leadership 
o·f this congress) we are now going to have a crime bill. 

And do Iyou know what it· does? I.t is going to put 
100,000 more police on the streets so that mayors like this 

'mayor can actualiy keep you safer allover America. 
I 

And it,s going to say,. "If you've committed three 

violent crimes, we're sick and tired of you. Three strikes 

and you're out. 
 We don't want to see you on our streets 
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anywhere in America again.,' 

'NOw,ih addi1;ion, we will also be trying to say 
something "can bel positive apout this because, you know" we 
cannot build enough prisons for everybody in Anierica, which 
• .. f· 	 ".. 
'~swhat some people want. We've got to bu~ld some, more and 

we are, but'we a]l.so have to start, giving young people ' 

something to saylyes to:,more recreation, more jobs, drug 


'treatment, edudation( inaudible. ) (Applause.)' ,
I" 	 , , , 

Now,ard if the President, when he' was running two 
years ago, had a]l.so said, "And not only that, we're going to 
have health carel reform and welfare reform, I think a lot of 
you wO,uld have said, "Wait a minute. This doesn',t seem 

• ". I • •• 

l~klBly." Some '9f you m~ght say, ~f I, were to say that, "What 
, is she smoking ,ahd did she inhale (inaudible)?" (Laughter.) 

I mean, you knowl 
I " 	 ,

But al~ of that, has happened. Every bit of it has 
happened, and heflth care ',reform and, welfare reform are about 
to happen. And .why has ,it happened? It's,happened because,' 
for the first .tiine, in years, we have a President who is 
unwilling to deny t:t;leproblems:, of America for his own' 
political advantage. And that's what is at stake. 
~APplause.) ': . I 	 ' 

It is very interesting to-me, all the opposition to 
every orie,of the~e s,teps forward, and there are many more you 
probab~y havenftleven heard abc:>u~." They've been working so 
hard there.' Bec~use the oppos~t~on, the defenders of the 
status, quo,donft want any of this to happen. 

I,meanl it is so mu6h easier just ,to prevent things 
,. 	 than to try to make things happen. So it is important to our 
political system that this' Congress act on health care 
reform. 

But there is a 'final reason. And everyone of you, 
I think, know wh~tthat is. And it is a moral reason. This 
'is the richest cbuntry in the world. We are all, everyone 
of us, bl,essed eVetymorning because we wake up as Americans. 
We owe something~both t~i the generations to come and the 

., generations, that Icame, before., " 

, When my ,husband was at Normandy for the D-Day 
.,celebrations he said, clearly, to our parents and to. some of 
your grandparent~, "We are the children, of your sacrifice." 
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.. 


W~ are today enjlOYing this country because before people 
stood up and acc1epted responsibility for the problems and the 
challenges that were faced. It is now our turn to do the 
same. 

When Secial security was passed, we heard the same 
opposit ion as YOlu' re h~a! ing now. When Medicare was passed,. 
we heard the same thing. In fact, many.of the people who say

, I
that what the pr\esident and the senator and the congressman 
stand for is soc~alized medicine are happy to take Medicare 
benefits paid for with ~ayroll deductions from workers and 
businesses. 

But th,at decision for Medicare was not just 

economically right or socially right or politically right. 

It was morally r1ight. And because of it, we have rescued 

,millions of olde~ Americans from the indignity and the fear 
of their health 16are b~ing.gone because they could not afford 
to pay for it. 

We have taken care of Americans over 65. We,have 
,taken care of th1e poorest among us. But for middle income, 

working American~, we have left all of us in a state of 

insecurity. .' I 


And what we, need to do is to make our voices loud 
and clear. Thatl this is not a debate about government. This 
is 'not a debate, about having doctors told who will take care 

.. I •
of whom. That dpesn't happen under Medl.care. It's not going 
to happen under ;the kind of private insurance that is being 
debated here. This is a debate about whether we will live up 
to our ,better ink-tincts, whether we wi11 take .care of each 
other. I 

l, .. ..
And I want to end wl.th Just one story. I fl.nl.shed 

making a speech ~n Washington and, as I was leaving the 
'podi~m and the stage, a middle aged white man, very well 

dressed, ,took 'my I hand and he said, '''I never understood what 
you and your husband were talking about. I've always had 
health insurance I and it's alway,s been very good." 

He said, "But I have a woman who works in my office 
and she has two 6hildren and they have children. And to 
share expenses, they live together." 

Three little children, one of them got very sick, 
h~d a high temperature, 104 degrees, was rushed to the 
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hospital. The hosp'ital inquired what kind of' insurance the 
family had. Thei father was able to show the insurance card. 
The child was admitted, diagnosed with meningitis, stayed in 
the hospital fori quite some p,eriod of time. 

A few days later, the cousin of the first child had 
. • I • ' a h1gh fever, was rushed to the same hosp1tal where the other 

child was being ~reated. The mother of this child, recently 
divorced, no hea[th insurance, working every day, was asked 

She takes her baby to anotherhosp1tal, wa1ts aga1n 

the 
said, 

same 
"N

questioh, 
one." she 

"What kind of insurance do you have?" 
was then referred to another hospital. 

She 

I , • • . 

when they find oht she has no insurance. Somebody finally 
gets to .them. T~ey give her two baby Tylenol and they send 
her home. On the day that the cousin who was admitted to the 
hospital 'was rel~ased, the other child died. 

And thl little brother of the child who died came 
down with the sake kind,of high fever, was rushed to the 
hO'spitaL' Thehbspital that had turned away the first child' . '. .then sa1d, "We wl.II take the brother as a char1ty case." 

I
.when t~e man finished telling me this story and 

then when we called and verified the details with the 
grandparents andlthe parents, I thought to myself, that is 
just what Dr. Koop, who had traveled with me, told me months 
ago when he said~ "If 'you are uninsured in, America, you have 
three times morel likely the chance of dying from the same 
ailment 'of an insured person." 

I, ' 
I found it hard to believe when I first heard it. 

Iho longer do. lAnd I don't want to spend another year, ln 
the country we all love so much, worrying about another child 

I • ' who might be turned away or not g1ven the treatment he or she 
needs. 

I want to live in a country like the one that I 
love and that I'ye committed many years of my life trying to 
make a contribution to, which, once and for all, says, "Every 
person is not oniy equal in the eyes of God, but every person 
will be given th~ same rights to have health care, to live up 
to their God-g{v~n potential." 

, , I ' 

So letls go and spread the message to all those 
(inaudible. ) (Applause. ) 
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Thank you. 

(End of speech.) 

* * * * * 
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