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REMARKS ,BY FIRST LADY 'HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON , ' , 'I ", ,

TOTHE;NATIONAL ,CONFERENCE ON YOUTH,VIOLENCE; 
, , "I WASHINGTON" -DC ,:~: ,,' ',' . 

• I" " . ! ,.' ~, !." ~. ~ 

, '~ ""T,hank you Sdmuch'/!~nd thank y~u' se'br~tary:-Riley",w~ 'ii~~e', ,', 
, been friends 'and allies ;'for,many year~ and 'lam' so, grateful' for 

"'bis leadership on', behalfi', of, education"for' Our entire ':coulJ.try., 
.. I want 't:,qthank 'my, f! iEHld;.,Deborat,l :Proth~bw:-Sti th , who, years 'ago :,,': 
:'first taught ro.ethp.t ,viqle,nce' is',a :publich~afth" epidemic., ~She:" 
, made,itverycleaFthat lif we had a di~'ease in our :couhtry ,that.
, was killing' 65 people, Cl Jday I' th,t,s country would ,be,,' mobilized. We 

, "would 'n'at ,r'est unti\l,'w~ihad figured" but' how to. s,tamp .Qutthat, ' 
" epidemic. Particularly vihen: itwai"ihcllldi'ng in;: its death, 7' young:' , 

'p,eople ,a'. day,.' And rciw Jie J<:.now' ther,e is' ap epidemic,of,v'io,Hmce, ,'. ' 
aJ)d yet there, are st~li:1 sorne'amongus: ,who e-it~~:r;, re,f::use to accept'

,the 'ravages of t).1ab epi,qemicor have' qther agendas besides: the, 
'savingb~, 'lives: and the'! re,for~ingofo'p~opie'I's futures." ,~nd ,it ,is 
ImIYerativ~ that confere~c:~s ,'like,t~i!3 ,including' people,' liJ<:e, a·l,l , 

'yout,h ,around this country speak,o:ut loudly' and <::,learly,to ~VJhat, : 
your elected, representatives'know that, On, this '~s:j;ueas with many, 
ot,hers/wtlen,it, 'com'es',.tb,violerice,enough :,is,eho1igh.' afidAl,TIerica',' '" ,'\ 

.:, ,wants ac~ionDQw'. '; " ' :": , " "" 
, ,.';:' '. ,;, f. ., ','_ ,,~ .} '. '.' ,.;, ,., ~ ',\ • " '. '., , -"!' . ~.... , ,', " ' 

\ ... . I. want to espec1alily than~ all the cltl:eS that sent ,teen~ 
here, to ',thisconferencei.;·' ,Bec~'useeach, of you haye ;made a step as· 

" \ sect~tary say.s st<:irti,ngi witl1,the 'first conference, Jast year" of" ,; 
',,' (recogrif~~ng ·the .-proble.mlthat, violen,ce part;:icularly youthviol.ence, ; 

1 poses to our society'." ,We 'knov/ we have ,to'form' pa:r:tnerships a,mong~' 
: ,~all "different kinds of:peopIe'in ,every communi ty,ai)d 'we have 't;o " 

,have 'partner,ships at th1e local, ,state,: "and federal, level'iri order 
,'to combat'the ~av~ge§ df'vioience. Bub,I partibula:r:ly'waritto ~ , 

, ,',. ' " I, , " , ' , " ' "" '. ' 
... -,' thank'the~young~peopl~~ho are here ~nd, I want,~to'thank,LucretIa' 

for ,that weI'come when' 1 came and 'sat down. I ,love that, 
'. enthusi'asin;_ .I love the:sqund of,JYo1ing,iv.oicelS)· ~pl$'akingouton wha,t' .. , 

Ithey:Care a'bout .. '1'rul,y, your be~ng.llere\:a:ndy'our being"willing.,to : 
. -commit y6u1;"seives'to 'fiindil)9 soluti~:ms i'~'very significant.,' And", 

, T am ,g,ratefu;t :f?iy6~r laqcept~ng,this' !e~ponsib~'lit~/:,> "'~ ",,' , 
, ',I .",' ." "',,' " , , 

'This "coI),ference as ,those} of' you' who are participants know ,", ' 
'about. 'p'o'ssibility' .ar'ict also,,:about success. i And ,is" about :nev.er;::, 

never;' giving 'up. ",, t, o'ft'eri give commencement' .speeches and ,I 'vef, 
, f, heard ma~y,and 'I~m' s';1r~. a,Ii of you. in this' ,r06mha~/e; But~t:he' .'' ' 
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favorit'e'I've eyer heard :~bout,wasd the cine 'Winston ChurchiTl gave: 
A· at' his prep'school when he .strode.to the podium.. and with very few ;"."
W' ~.irit:.r?ductorywords. said"J,"N¢v6r, ~everi, nev7rgive uP:.~.'·.· :Th:at· i~/ '. 

,the way I· feel 'about, manypf the. 1.ssues~fac.1ng. our. country today .. ·,:: J 

.·.·And· 'it is.also the, way I;fe'el ahout: every ·.single:ydungpers.on in ' 
our.country-today·, . 'Every youngma.;t1' or woman,:every.boy or girl; , 

,. has a God given pote.ntiai" that ·we.'at' o.u·~ ..h~rald!give up· on. And' '. , 
. ' . i t'i.s.{ncumb'ent uponUSj las 'represent~tlyes of the' adu'l t·' . 


, "~ · commtini tyof . thi,ssoC'ie1;:Y, ; to recommit our:selvesto youth~: The. : 

young,\peopl/e who are here;, a~e pledg ing.to ','you ,'." If you don't, give 


. .' • I... .' ., . • .. 
. . up .-onyourseIf, . we ill111, ,not g1ve. up .on you ~ " " 

...... I ',,, " .' l',' .( 'I ' \, 
, >,., ,'I" . .' ," \ ,', ..... . 'I 

I' .' : .we also: tii3.veto admH.t'. i t,':is a' lot .~arder.,~h· m<;inyways , , 
.\.':. gr<;>wihg: up. t:odaYt:.~an itl:,WCl,S w~e,n most, o~.llsof a ~ertainage 'i~ 

. ·th1s ..room .were com·1nguPlo',. It· 1S . much· ha:;-der.. ·'1 ". can. remember' 

.\, '. times' when' kids' i!i my neighbOrh:ood,would' ta.ke. on kids from' . . , , , 


" , " anot?er n7igpbor~ood .. ~iprobablYfhoul~n' t.,'slaythis, :r,ou' 11, ~ear .. 

., ~ , 

~ore 9tor\1e.s about my 11Ife..~ .But:I ,c<;in remembe.,r anq. Slnce I. was' 
k~nd ·.of a ..tombby I was' o,ften involved in, soine OE·, those 

. ci~scU'ssions,~ that \:,ould· 0;~6ur~~But ·t~a,t ~s w~at. they m'<;>stly .\\Tete . i' 

.they were d1SCuss1.ons wtJ;en w€'!: thou9htup the ·wor.st th1ngs we ...I., 

cou1.d (::'a·ll: ,each other'.,' ;Occ.apionallY th.ere' be. fists 't:hrown'and ',' , ',\1, 

lpeoplerol,ling 'onthe .g~ound. ,Not:.,meT WpS standing the.re tryiri,g , 
· to ~ay', ,IIN..OW;. ho:rs,' nc>w jb?y,s." .:,For most.qf '\1.s of a c:rtain ~ge . 

. \ we can remember' ,1t, hapPEfnlng; , But. you. ~now; , the 'occas*onal black,:', 
,eye.; the; occasional'hur~ful word"the 9ccas:ionalpushing and . 
'·.$hOv~ng' tha,t'.went On:,'I ijust.-thi:mk;1 ~o~. tha~.~iven' th~' ~trdrig.,,·. ''. ' 
em9t10nstha.t, accompany Igrowil:ng .up: no. matt~r wh9 . you' are or, wher,~ \ ." 

)yougrow up' we .did' ~9t ~hav~ guns i .,we' did ncrt:; have ,assault· " .' " " 
,weap6ns;,:~so' ·whentetnpers.got h.ot t.hemostwe· could· do to <:me .. · 
a'nother, yell'andscream,and push and sn9ve a;nd oC,casional+Y'
throw' a . punch .. / . .:.; . .' . .', . ,. .... ..... ., ' 

. \. "I , 
", ,c' 

' .. .' "', . ~ ,'. 'j '; ',~ . " ,', ' ,'. , ,', ,: . . " , ' ", ' 't . '",' '~ '.- ' 

. , . Th1nk of. what .. ltl~ 11.ke';tod~y where :the. young 'people An 
'this room ·and~·the millrbnsothers' fike ',them are' immersed'in a 
cul~u~e.of·vi~len~e.~:cultui~·that·in so ~an~ways '~lbrlfie~ .' 
vioJ.Em:c~. "We <see' it; ev~ryday ,on':television;' wes·ee. i't·, in .our' : 
movies, ibut worst !ofall we see',it 'every ..sin,gl,E? .day.on,:the 

:. streets· and neighbbrhoo~s.,where :children ·are·trying to ,gr'ow: up~ . 
Where many,.' too 'many. in: effecta!e. raising themselves. '. In to!=l " 

; .many 'ne~gl1borhoods ..gunfIirea, da,ily'ri~ual ~f·life~:an~ .. uz;i' is' \ ' 
'a badg~.of· hono~,.1n~teadof a ~ark of cowardlcej' Whlchlt truly· 
· is' .. ' , .A buliet woUnd is! an emblem· of' adulthood ..As' 'T've tr'aveled 
.from' hospita'l ~to hospitlal iIi·thelastyearan?, i;'1 balf, : and . 'v,e 

. .gon'e into 'emergency r00p1sj .what Theard over andover again is 
·..·that the epidemic Debor'ah warned" us about isn,owiai;:j'ing in $10 .' 

" · mari'y Of our 9ornn:unitiesj .., .. It ls, diffe~ent~,wl1en !'ycm _.see ·th'irteen·; 
,\'1 

'and fo.ut-teen year:-olds',brought in with bullet wounds. It· is .. 
different' .sti,li when th1ey': ar~brought in 'no't' with·'Qne. bullet, but, . 
lnultiplebulietsfrom a!ssault weapo,n~ ,'. It '.is. diffeient. still 'when:, ': . 

. ", • ').'. • _'. I I. .' - " , " .• . • . j ,

the techh1ques; of medlic1.nec:,annot'e'l,(en_keep up w+th the ca:t;nage' 
.I,that is:d'ailY, brought-thro(i'gh '.the· doors' of·your.,. emergenc?y.rooms . 

.'. . -\ 
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.' f'·yOU' go to ),my erriergencyroom in a 'mediumslze city;' let; aiorte'ci 
• large city'.in .our country, and' you talk. tothe\ doctor,s ,anctthe. 

,.... '. 'nl,lrses"there as· I'have.,,'If'yOu do ;notbe,lieve.vfolenc,e is, an :,
'. , " '. '" , . I ' '\ ,- -,'" " " 

. i epidemic',' you ,will become quickly c¢>nvin,ced as ·tl;1eyt,ellyou the' . 
, . , stories of :stiuggling.to! save t~irteen',and fo'urteenYear·.old 

, ,,'lives l ~ ·sometimess~ving jthose 'lives .only~·t'6" f?enq thqse YO\lng'men 
'. , .' out 'on· the street" ~n'owIng they 'are likely to beback~in that 

. emergency room ,in a relativ~ly short period' ,of time. 
" ! 

\' ,J. ~ ",'. \ .' -, '. I: ' ,." . ,,- ") . , !, . " ' " ,\. -~..', ' , .' , .' , 

,.,,. ..w~'see,it' ev~r'ydaY':fs:Vie picl$:up'· 0vr new'spapers., .' picked' 
rup a "newspaper here,. 'in' Washington, today) and. rea.d about another 

~ thirteen:, year old 'gunned I <lOWnen: the. street corner .. 'In,' :' ',' " 
washihgt'on i.ast, ~umlTIer"gun ·~hots "t"..(,ere fired at a, public swimmlng 

"" pooL'packed'with"childreh 'trying ·to escape the 90 degree.h~at.A
.' . I'" '. . ., 

I 'few/months ,ago, a :,four.....:year old girl was fatally shot in, ,the head 
" . '. " . I,' '" , '.' " . " .,. '. . <' 

. ,'when' groups ef:youngster15 opened flre on: ·a'n.~l~mentary.school . 
playground'. And du~ing the past, week ·'a. ohe ye~r--:()ld 'was :grazed' .,' 

_ '. .: "'. . ' \. ' ':'" ~ I,," _ " , I

.by'a, bullet from. a gunfight. :Thatthirteen y.ear-old who died) it 
appears'h'is. kilter, is al;S0' thirt~Em,.\Years·-:,old~':.: Wh~t doe,S it,'say . 
about ,a'soclety that>hasl gradl,lated from,taunts and yells aDd 

--.. , . " .! ' , " . /, . . " •. . ,
,tl:}rown'punches'and ralsep lStS-:-, . that all of us remember from 
'schoolyard fi'gl1ts:, :,neigpb<;>thood,flghts i,ri·. the ,past; Tq.... 
thirte'en ,yea~-6Id7: beingr,gunried ,do~n.ori'street· corners;'a ,f<?~~·. .' 
year. old?'l:>~lng .kliled o.n playgrounds ,andon~ :year olds belng . 

) : . . ,graied; ,by bUllets. ;i, . . 
.J' ! 

, .. . ., '. '.' ·'1"· ;. . ,.;' , . . ',""" ..' .--.. .' . - ~ ." ,':; . , 
. Over. and over we' see that chlldren' are not' ohly, the ,vlctl1ns., ",.' " _ 1 • _. . •. " . I __ ', • _ • 

o.f vi.olence bl,lt,'al,:l :t·o,.~requently. the perpetrators. Irithe, 
: 1980. '.smore~tha·n 11~o.QO)people died: aSEl' result of' homicide '.' ' 
committed' by \high schoo~' age ,y,oung p'eople'~ 'GunfLre' and dr,ive' by' 
shootings' and . violence hav.e 'be.come :so· common place, that many , 
people don' t ~ven 'no:tic~ ,it ortEil'k,a~out it. -anymore.' . In ma,tter' 

~. " '. _.,( _ ' <' I .,.' \ . 'of fact ways dh'lldren tell you. they're riot sure. they .wlli . llve' to,. , ", l 

. ;"fin~sh: 'hig~·SChooi,.. It' i1f:;,not' only~h~ ~~a~emic.: ch~lle,nges the~'.' 
'confront, It'(S .the challenge:s "to.thelrphyslcal s,afety.' There ~:ls·. 

q- '. - • , Ii, ._ !, ",,, .". ~'" . • ' 

,as you know, no' slmpI~'answe~ to thlsepldemlc of Y9uthVlolenc~~: 
..! That I s why· 'Wt;; brought f~d~ra I agencies .·toget,her to try to ful:f i ii

·'th~.pre~~dent"s· pledge'.~,o l?egin ,·a,t;'Jeast,. to address tri~,.prob~em. 
That's why we ~ee4'~ corriprehenslve strategy,~l;1at emphaslz "'. 

. , '. .' ..' .. I ' " ',.' . ,. ," . . - ' . , 
. responslblllty.and'opportuI'llty·anc'L.c;:o'mmunlty. It'? why we need 
.all the, other' piecesot!security,: that ,the President' is working· " 

I ",' . '. i',·,. '. 

I _ 
 '0!1~ . ,It is,.-important to'ld0:things like.healt~re~orm,: so ~h:at,. 

,every. young person has'. a gpod healthy start'.,ln l.lfe. ~t lS .'. ."" . \ . 
.' . .<.1 l , ,.,' _ .,'. < ,I • J

,.' lmpo,rtantto :do welfare '.-reform '50 .that· .we,. oilceagaln reward' 
i.ndependence and . s~lf-slhJf iciency;.."It ~ S. import.aht t,o ha·ve, j pb 

.:) . traiJ':tiD9 pr¢>gramsa:nd If.fe~l:ohg learning.and. the legisl~tion.tp:at 
Secretary' Riley shep:tl.ar<;ledthro\.l'gh'·to,th~ Congres? :that, will. :make 

~ , , . ,an enormous' diff.ere:nc~inhow: ,young' people lear,il and.what;,.they... !\ ' 

learn and.'.wnat they,' re', pr~pa~edto.doonc~, they' f,inish school. ". 
-" -," '. - \.' ,', .. ~f ~ ! . ''', ' . \ '~',' " ' ,': .' • ,!. , ""'. ' ", ," " . 

'. "':"1 ", ..... ~ ",It,}S ~lso right,·}t. is. ab~OlU.te~y<::r;~tic·a1~: ,.t~~~ t~is· . 
country. not walk a,way.'agaln from dealH)g wlth crlme, as 'It h~'s so . . '. I', . . ...' .... 

" ;,,' 

, \, .... ,.' . , 
-<" j. 

\ :'." 
. i . \ .. '~, 
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manyt;imes ,in', the' past 'a~'cl: (i'id J'ag'a±'n 'last ,'week. ' JY6u,know f' the, , 
" , 

cr ime ,pill has! be'en' arouI;1d "fo,r"6, ,years:' "The aV,erage !=r"i:t:niha1' 
'serves fO'\lr years, in jail. ,~hei;e's be~na lot ,.'of tough talk'". 	

I 

, ~ a,bout frime9oirig: back a :"~,ot:,ofye~r~ .. .', All '. kinds <;>f', rhetor~c. 
, Mostly: hot,air not conn,ec'ted"to 'do~ng anythl'ngpos'~t~ve,' to, ' 

, " 

, 	 '"r~achingouf ahelpimj ha:nq/ ,to make stricteroand surer,",neither' 
'" smart: nor tougtl, but- boYla i.,ot' of ",t;fi~k ~W~~'~e;; seeJ.:l(I,9, it"" ag~iri, ", " 
,"because some people ,unfortunatelyw,ould rather. pract~ce'the~r 'own 

, , brand 'of' parti?an 'pol:lti~sdrpers,onaladvi;lntagetpan t;o deCtI '. I ". 

, \o{ith the proble~s, tha,~' are ,right:' peforethei:t:'iey~s. ,:Those'who, 
, ',v6;tedi;lg.ainst, thEa crime' bill Vfer~willing,to "sacrifice a'll: the, ,

• '.' ,. . I·.., • . t ~ "..' 	 .-' " ,

ach~evements ,represented; at ,th~sconfeten~e; 'rhos:e who voted "J 

,ag'a"inst 'the bill ,weren ~t!'l±'stenfngto~'th~ vo'ic~s: o'fyoung p¢bIHe 
. -" '. " ,I , '" 	 ... 

~,' ,'w~o, ~re ;with , us todciY ,or,iwerewitt: us, ,last." y~a:." ',Th;ey,: 'car:'" ' 
, ,te'st~fy,the, lmport,ance' ofre,Creatl0na.l, facl.ll:tl.es" ,educat~on ' 

, " programs, _family 'suppor-ti'services, arid ,other prevent,ivemeaslirE?s ' 
, : , that nurthre, hopeandpo'ssik?ility .in our,youJ:)gpeople . Tl;lO'se," ' 

, who voted against' that "b!ill 'last' week don 't,seemtocare that' ,our, ","
f " .' ' _', , I·' '" t" . ' ., ,. I ,,~ • ," 	 •• ' ," 

, 'children cannot, feed safe, ' at,,'?chool. A'recent' sur'vey' showed that 
: \ 	 ,,'" fifteen percent of sChaob,: children believe there are gangs 'in ',: , ! 

" ',: t.heir ,school. ',~imost oniein t.en ' of ,students' 'in' high 'sche'oi:, , 
", 	:repo;rtedt.h~t,;-ih the, ,pre:vious"inonth' they had bee'bln:at least, one' 

',se~i'i:)'u'?, phys±'calfight.Thos~ who 'voted'against' the btll don't ",' 
, seem,lto" care 'that,tllisp,attern' gees ,on and on jus't as ,it has for ,," 
, t.hepast ,six, years', w.hen time, a~ter' time,;", Congr~ss caved ,in to' 
the'press,ur~s of, 'sp~cial! intere::;t, , instead of, ,making: ~his ' " 

, legi~lati.on ,law I" " ' , ,-' ' 
, " 

..... ' " " .~. 
 j • • ..' , .. ' .~. 


" 

',The c~ilTIe: bil1is~ot:p,erfect; no,pi~ce: 6f legisl'atf'on is. \ 
I, bet ev'ery,orie' 'of, us wOl.:lld have,'written it',slightly di;ff,erenflY; 
we" would ',havead,ded'or tiak~nout'acc(irdirig ,to' what we th~1ight: was' 
best'. 'tt is acrjitical,l:iml?or,hmt; ,'arid, necessary.star:l:.:And it' 
is, for, th'e f ir,stti,mea~piece 'p,f , legislat;.i~n' -that" la'ys, do_wnthe, 
twin principl~s offightting cr~me"Puni9hment 'and, prevent:i,on.' It 
is.clear that' we facea':,choice;: t.hepresldent, arid, I were ,in "," j', 

, .. ',~ti,U:rc~"yeste!"day 'y;fi.hea::r;.d 'a, great sE:;rmon,a,rtd' oI1e,'6'f "the 'l'ines ' 
from it that T wil,1 al,ways, remember' i's' wnen" the" preacher sald,' " , " 

• 	 J . " " " .T:' . , .' .'. • . ' , . ~ . ~ , " .;' '" . ' .~. 1\: .I

"Yo.u know youc~n ,make ,~, cho~ce, l:n 'yourl~;fe, but you',can't pl:ck 
the cohsequenCes. ",': I' tlUnk ,about; "that a' 'I,ptbecause e'\(ery, day, we': 
make Choic~,s,~utwe:ca*n,ot'betOI<l t~e:,sons~CIuences ,tqa~, swell, , 

, from"tl;e>s,e ?ho~ces;, sO'i,what- are the cons~q~encesof turn~ngdown 
,the, c:r~me bI'll? , Well, the bohsE;lquences are t,hat.'once, aga,in we ' \ : 

would hav:e t.urned our b.ltcks on the problems 'y,ou are' hear.ing , 
discussed .. ', ~ Qnc~ ,ag'airi '\l,e wi'li have,substituted'rhetpric for', " 

I, 

, I••

'te~rlity. ,Once, again we ivirll ,haVes,een', in~ac:::tfqn. :tr'iumph,over: " 
, 'ac1;:ion.' N,bv,f" we can focy.s,ob all the things we want' to" change, or 

,we 'can, pay, "th'i's ~is: am'~ss.i!on\ \\Fe are ,on and 'th~sis' where' it', 
,starts to ,try to b~gin to ,deal'withth,eepidemic of' yidlence., 
:, 'I ,,' , ,", " : " ""L; ,', " ' ",;,',' ,,', " ,'" " '. ',,_,' 

, ,Le~' s look. ,at: so~ei of~h~~e' p~ec:~s"or, ,t~is 9r:~I)\eb~,~L tha,t. 
ar~ s9,~mpo;rtan:t.rrh,~ngs l~ke,YES, Y-E~S;YouthEmp19yment", 

',Skills PJ;"ogram.' 'I, thl.nk' it's' important to focus on 'young people 
:'" ': 1;, 	 , I' ,';. ~' '. : ) ",.J ; 

,'j 

, j 	 , 

, ; 
l ' 

" , 
" , 

\', 	" .. ) 

http:legi~lati.on
http:facl.ll:tl.es


,'" ' f -~ 
I . 

; . 
, , .'" 

I : 

" .,.' . 
·<·i ' 

, ' " 

\ ". 

I, ' 'i 
','" , .' . .,.', ,J .. ' ; '. 

in 'high unemployment areq.s tp'gl 
I·· 

vethein ,the .Skllls t.hey need ,to· ,.," 
beab{eto)=ind, jobs. I 1 think that's a"goa,l forsocrety,and 'I·'_. 

" 
5' 

.know ,~t willhelp to preyent: crime .. 'I wish, tpe,;,folks"on Capitol 
Hill.wo,uld agr~e." Things, like the 'Community;Schoolsprogrpm, 

',' '"that'wilJgliv:e<grant~.,toj'com~u'nity~r6ups to keep ,S,chools "QI?en . 
, :after ~hours," and onl, we~kends..-and <;lurln.g' ·t'h.e sum~~r -so that klds" " 

, ,.'I ' , " . ' .. ~ . I ' '

, .' can. have .a",place ,to' goaFt<:l.st'ay out of:troti,ble·...'$afe places 
, 'I 

wllere, t:hey ~,can ,~ngClge :ir;jlearriih~. and re'cr:eation, where there can 
,be' adult mentors ,and.; coa8hes .. " W~~now . fr.om . the exa~ple'sof. such., " ',' 

" 'schools' around )·our cpunt:tyi that' if. schools aref tran'sformed' into '.' ,I
" '. . . ,I. "",' • \, ""', -. _'. .. I .,. ",.' ,.' '\ ).

safe: havens':for,yqungsters,' chIldren ,wIl,lbe,'safer.~, I,~,mnot".surE; .. ,' 
, ' ''''" . I' " , . . , . .' .' ,,' , 

''.:.wh~t ·the 'folks in ,congre~s>whpwerevotingagainst the crime b~ll . ' . 
. \ think we can do with our:.chiJ:dren 'after school when it. takes both' , .' 

, •par'ents'in'a~'holne work:lng or~'ylh~nit. take's:as'ingleparent >' '. . 
.'y.rqrking imd they then liyel in' fea~.about what happens to their' 

, children on the streets between the time school' is over ,and· the" 
i• time they get>. home 'fot:, dlinn~r.,;' 'I wa.nt. childr"e,n to have safe . 

haveni and the cirime ~il~ ~6uld be, ~'good start to that. Programs; 
• • \ 1. I .' • • . .
.llke the, Gang Res~stance, EducatIon And TraInIng P~ogram called,. ' ) '," ..' I·' , " , , . .,' . . . . 
~;R~E.A.T~~ alre~dy ~pro~en:sucdess. I've.been in a lot 'bf' , 
., " .' '." I '-'. .' . " " ,'.'
neighborhoods, . plqc,es ,where many, 9fyou,come from ~H'ld:y6u know, 
you. fight a""'losing 'battlb' year in'-:and year out, to try to convince 

, " \ . '..... • '. '.' ~ . , " ' , " . i, . ' _, .'.'. . . 

. young pe()ple :not, to" lOlnigangs.' Why? , Becausetqe gangs provIde' 
, i 'a~ n.haven", not s~fe' 'but: a,h:aven:;, It' j::irovides,a,'familY'·,ifyou ,: 

, wi,r~·., If' pr6~ides ,it r:~trork 9\'-. p~oI?le,who, ,~a}[ :they: will 100k~bU,t 
:for~ e~chother,Itfl];lIS a. vacuum In .t.~e.:llves o~,t~~usands and:, 
thousands ,of, youngsters.:' Now, wouldn' t, ':1 t 'be .better If '. we had a' " 

'. pbslt1ve: alternativ,e a p;rogram ike. GREAT' 'wqere,' youngsters-ca'n be . 
. ' saf,e . incornii;lg together jand wO'rking'toget,her and ',learn how to . " 
.'r,esfstthe,'faultsand· In:many 'Waysdanger'ous; :seductivE;;.pleasures· ,: 
that the gang'pr6pose~~:the short run which ieads,:t'odeath 'and" 

)'_, .,migeryfor sO' rn.any· chi_Idrem,. ,.I thi.'nk"w,e. ,shQuld vote./f6~.gang , 
,.,r~s~stancep.r'ogram~,i~s~~ad'of;let,tTng ~~re and, more ,children',erid ,,' 
. up'ln ,the gangs .. : ", 

.; JLO'O~ ~h~W prcig~~~s' i~ke. Police ,paFtnerShips'fO~ /Childre'~', .~F, 
I p~ograins;wherdpoli¢e o~ficers wiil ..t~ke thei.r·timeto wor.k with 
. yo'ung.people, "coupling tihatwithCdmnnJnftypoli'cingwhere we " . ': 
. agai,n get pol,td3 pff ic~ris on"t?e, stree~. ,Some})ody: :that a,.',yo~rlg 
,Person can hopefully '-fIQd,soJ;11e supp0:t:"t froID',' ):mt, l,f we ,turn on' 

,. our;bacK :on,.these partn~rship.s' ·thatpolice are 9ffering,' wei' .',' 
lodse ,an ..0ppor'tunJty to Itram'l ror:m, ..our .police"'9 f"f iC'ersnot . only 

. into instr'ilm~nts.of p4n~shm.ent:but.a;ls,6 instru~ent:;of,: . ,," .' .' 
. 'prevention·... And' if we alsdturnQu:!;,' back: on thh~cri!lle bill we,' 

.' . walk away from': one:.:of'·tl'le most. 'i,mportantadvan'ce's, .,on behalf, of,: 
::,~wome'rl(the Viol.ence';Againstwol1len .Act.,)t ,is ,.time "'we stood :up 

and, sa:ld ,women 'should' n6t'be ':victimized,' whether it is in,ithe,' " 
, : home ,or on ',the 'streetAnd we ,'need 'to' giv~ ,oqrlaw "enfo.rcement' 

.• 
I. :'. of,ficial~ ',the tool!?' 'tq" p'rotect' women<It.hasgone on lpng 'i " . '

~nough" igriorillg"anddenyipg the' depth'o,ftfie proQlem'of -violence, ,j 

:,' .aga~nst women this cr imEk bill: begiQs . to. 'tur'ri:~tl}'at'arouTJd .,J. 'And,' ...• , 
that's anotfle:r:reason., . I ," : ' , '.' , 

'I' '.' -.-' . ";:.; . / ..' .... . ..' 
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• .: Now l-fyou ":ve: heard/a:)..l,of ,thl:s preve.ntIon, and I've 'only' 
touched the tip of, the old prevention' iceberg 'ttia,tls, iii. 'that, " 
, " ' • ' , , ' ' " I " ' 'I " I , " 	 ,' 	 '" 

cr Im,~ bIl]: I' WI th:"the other ,e.1ements;' , a hUndred thousand more' ' 
" 
\poliC~e\on ,the' 'streets, a t,b'an on 'na'~dgui1; ownership '(or 'minors. 'f?' 

,ban on, assault w,eaponsthatonly 'lead tq'd,eath and injury. A,':' 
three strikes\emd you're lout ,bill: so',tha:t vio.1ent offenders can" 
b~, taken; ,offthe' street. ;'Anci:V seethes'E{ ,young menc lZl1:lping , 

" wl1dly'.'peca~se ,'th~y 'k~owj,wha:t ' happens' inthEdfneighborhoo~s,. ' You" 
"take all,o,f tha,:t, and ,'It adds ~p,to:,awel~-balanced rE~asona}jle 
" approach that" mixes both! pr:eventioI1 c;lnd ,p~ni~hment ~ An 'qpproach, ' 

that has ,peen' worked outland,struggll?d'over ,with lots of inP':!t ' 
'f.:r:om people from the grassroots level. '" ' I \ ,:, ", 

I 	 l, . " .. "',' ',. " 
, !,.. 

Tho'seof youparticlpating:fn this' c~nferenceknowfirst 

hand what it' will take' ih your 'own hometo'wns to 'combat' violend~. " 


"yoU also)mow 1:hat.'- even' ~hough acr_ime bili ,is, a ,critic9'1 ptep,in, 

putting~his,s06iety on~heii~httr~6k;f0rcompatihgviolerbe ,it 


. . ". - " '! - I \ ,..... " , , 

I ('tloiie, cal)' t,do' the job, elither., It's not a panacea., 'If 'the ' '" ': ' , /, 
" ,",', "", I' , , ' ," , ", ' 	 " ' " 

:Presldent Slgns "thpt crl'JTIe ,b;Lll',lt' rot gOl-ng to ,solve 'all of ",_" 
our' prob,lems~, It's not going, to,'keep, families together',,' it's, not::' 
going to ,get, adulti!st~ g:iv;e'chil~dr:en,,",thetype' of supervision,' " ' 

, Io~e, ,'discipl~ne, "and at'te'ntiol"),little children need~ "" It's: nOt, 

,going' to instill: a s~ns!=l' qf, 'fa~th •and, ,res~d,n~~,bi.li ty ,~n th~ °sou15' " 


'9fyoung people whC! have, peen damaged and, alIenated,' ,~t',s not .' 
I, ' 


g'oing'toclo ,those thing'sl'" It is' going"tobegin to:put' lntoplace 

, people and institutions,andprograllis,th~t can h~lp'l~ad to thos~ 


,'-. otitcpmes. ,'It can give: p~eople,a:<::hance" onc'eagain to fee,i,they
e; , area part "of something ibigger than themselves . .'Anq to ,lay a ' 

,', ,line very cl~a~ly'"that d:esp~te all, the, ,toU~h ,t~lk ~bc)Ut 'c,rime', in , " 


~ne la.st deqade haS? bee,orne" obsGure'l ~ ·~nd ,that ',1-1ne ,1.5,.. you' ,-have ,to' . ' 
" "", "', I, .' " '" 	 , ' " 

, " knqw. thEf dlfference bet~een rl:ght 'anc~ wr:ong and ,we.'fe,,golng to I:, 
'hold you~esponsil?le' f<?~ th,e, choices ~[ld ~~,he"c9nseq~enc~s' o~ " , 

, ,'those, cholC'es.', It beglns to Once agaIn ,fIght the vlolence IB, 

" 	 society ~" , This ,whole , qrilm~'debate ; '<the wh,o Ie issue ,of ,yoU~h 
v:iole'nce, '., is, qn indicatfon;ofsomething much, deeper and, 'more, 
pro~ound-. It, is an. ind~cation of, ,literallymil;Lions:Of. Am~ricans',j 

, walking away'" fr6m'their\~esponsibili ties." And" :that:' is, what we~' re 
" , , ' 'tiltlmate,ly 'trying ,to, re~erse; We are ,trying' again,' a'gain~t 

/ ,tre'mehdous \odds, .t6 '"say' ti-he'in?~'vidual is : responsible ,fbr' "his or '" , ' 
, ,her' ad,tion!:? ',' But society, is, 'also

l 
'resp'onsible'for" individu~ls., ' , 

l , '. ." " I .-", I, _ ',' !. ' 'It l'S, not an, elther,or"llt',s ,not "a Ilberal and, conservatlve" that , \ 

J, 'olo,:s1:uff, , is ,sbout of ,date. That ~ is',like ,beycind,talking"about. ' 
, ,Some ,peopl'e think they,~an answer every :problem by, saying ,"Oh' "" ' -." 

that's Tiberat: Oil"that's conservative. 1I Or'maybethey 'step 
;' f,urt,her; ,9ri down the:, road' ofmeanihglessanalysis 'iU1dsay,,'noh ,',

" 	 , " ,I ' " ' ,,' , " ,

that"s ,repUblican:. :Oh,'!tha;t' sdemQcra,t~ "I ,An assault ,weapon ' , 
do.esnf't' ca,re' wha:t"politicalparty ,;you are., 'An' assault'"weapoh in 

, ' , ' , - , , I' - , ,!,. ~ ; , . ' _ _ _." '\ ' 

, ' \,a, dr i ve, by shoot,inq d'oei:jin,' t eve~",c:aF~ if you ";t"e a memb,E:q-:· of the 
National'. Rif.le· Associa.tion~' :,, .. . ". ' 'I, 	 . ~ . 

j, 	 " 

, • ' " '. .,.. ,.,: .,' • ~ :"'" I " " '. -:

"Let's, j\lst~ stopfpf a minuteal}~,as.k ou~~elves , "Haven't we ~ 
, wasted enoughllves ,,' ,hayen 't . w.e lost en()ugh ~young ,m,el) .and wcilJ\enj:

!.' " 4 " • • 	 .. 1, 
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to. pr1sen 1nstead ef' cel'l'ege7 ' Haven' t,we,' turned eurback 'tee 

e, 
 f' • I • ",,' ~ ",,' , " • , . ',I'
" 

"many' 'times en the 'Ged g i v.enpetent ia I 0. f everyone ef ,eur yeung" 

" peeple:?",! 'den't Care what race, 'they, are, t 'den'teare when"e,
, ' 

• '". ' '. ' , ,'. - I'.' , .';, '" • ": " " , , 
th~Y,ll.ve, , every~slngley;eung persen ,In ,th1s' ceunt-ry, ~as,? spark 
about them ,that :we have f.pr'tge leng ,allowed ,t'eb~ extinguished 

,\ 'by a 'levelef 'vielence; ~atr.ed, and',divislvenes's that:sti'il ,,' 
/sta,lk,~ ~this . c5)\lTltr~i.' :" ,'WET-can de \ml,Jch ,better;thantha,t,i ,ali' ,you 

have to., de ,lS leek at' thE!, face's ,ef, the yo.~ng peeple areund yeu' \" 
,today.' We'- kr;ew. we ,candq'be,tt'E;;r.: ,'BlIt'Vie ca!1n~~, "un~ess, ~e' stanil 
,up and are w1ll1ng', to. be'iceunted,. ,T hope 'Yeu w1II net· enly , 
" attend ,tll~s cenfe]:,ence,l h'epe !y'ou wilT, net enJ-y 'work" on'what ' , 

neeas ~ t,e ,bedene back "in jyour :ow!1 hemetowns,- ,I hOpE! Xeu, wiI~ take, 
thetJ.-me to. let y~u;r- membe,r ef G,?ngress knqw'y;hy" yeuare h,ere, " 
what"you stand fer~', bnd I! hope ,you' will say tt may net be' 
~erf~ct, bbtthis crime ~iil,~epresents 'a\h~gefi~st ste~in. 
:s~a:~ing, <?utnew',territer+es'irj' 91is :ceuritry."on<?ean~.'fe+. aI1, 
we're gelng 'to., be b,eth smart, 'and'te,ugh,.' , We're: gelng tebegln to. 
~~v~ a g,enera:t~en ~ef' yeu*gpeople fr()m this' epiq,e'mic of, vlelenc'e ~J , 

,"Thank YOu; all. - " , "", ' . ~' " , ", ',' \ : 
" f • 
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