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Thank you so much %nd thank you Secretary Rlley, ‘we have.

,vszeen frlends ‘and. allles for ‘many.years and T -am' so, grateful for

~his 1eadersh1p on- behalﬁ of education  for, our entlre country :
oI want to- thank ‘my - friend- Deborah Prothrow Stith who years agot;:‘ ,
'jflrst taught me that v1olence is’ a publlc health epldemlc ‘She:
made.-it very clear thatllf we had a dlsease in. our country that ‘
was killing 65 people a)day, thls country would be. moblllzed We |
. would not rest until- we'had flgured out’ how to. stamp out ‘that
*fepldemlc Partlcularly when it was” 1nclud1ng in’its death 7. youngéx
“people a day... And now we know there is an epldemlc -of" v1olence
- ‘and yet there are stllleome among us who elther refusé to acceptf
-g-the ravages of that epldemlc or’ have other agendas besides: the .
’saving 0f lives. and thenreformlng of people s futures. -And .it is -
f tlmperatlve that conferences dike thls 1nclud1ng people llke all
‘youth around this country speak . out loudly and clearly to‘what =
" your. elected representatlves know that on. this issue as with manwax
.. others, when ‘it ‘comes: to Vlolence"enough 1s enough and Amerlca '
.wants- actlon QQW?“'r j RS S , ,

I want to espec1ally thank all the c1t1es that sent teens

E here to this conferencel:” Because each of you hayve made a step as
.’Secretary says start1ng§w1th the flrst conference last year, of f
}recognlzlng the problemfthat Vlolence partlcularly youth v1olence
'Jposes to our- soc1ety . We ‘khow we have to ' form partnershlps among
rall dlfferent kinds of.people in ‘every communlty and we have to -

. "have. partnershlps at the local, state, and -federal. level in order
"to combat’the ravages “Of v1olence But I particularly: want to d:~

thank’ the young- people;who are here and ‘I want “to” thank Lucretla

' for -that welcome when- I ‘came and sat down B 1ove that -

enthus1asm, I love the sound oflyoung v01ces speaklng out -on- what.
they care about.. Truly your being here' and your being". w1111ng to -

‘«»commlt yourselves to finding solutlons is very 51gn1f1cant And
.I am grateful for yourlacceptlng thls respon51blllty :

- 1 R
Thls conference as those of you who are partlclpants know,

T is “about. poss1b111ty and also-.about success.; ‘And is about never'

never, giving .up. I often give commencement speeches and I've

‘heard many and I’m sure all of you- 1n thls room have But the



‘j_favorite I've ever. heard'about was’ the
at his prep‘school when’ he strode ‘to the podlum and w1th very few’.
tlntroductory words sald,;"Never, never,< L
‘the way I feel about many of the issues'facing our country today.w:f
. -And-it is ‘also the. way I feel about every: 51ngle .young person in:
‘.. our country today. . Every young man ‘or
‘has .a God glven potentlal that we' at our herald“glve up-on. - And
it 1s 1ncumbent upon us,,as representatlves of the adult . }1;.w,
,communlty of . thls soc1ety, to recommit
. . young ipeople. who are here are pledglng
vyyup on yourself we w1ll not glve up on-

-

S We also have to’ admlt 1t 1s a lot
ﬂu,grow1ng up. today thanvltlwas when most
- this rodm were comlng upl, . It is much harder. -I"can remember.
Cotimes’ when kids  in my’nelghborhood would: take on- kids ‘from' . .
.7 another nelghborhood _~I'probably shouldn’t. say this.’ you'll hear»\
~*‘more storles about. my" lee . But (I can
. kind of a tomboy I was often 1nvolved in, some of. those- o
dlscu551ons that would occur.: "But ‘that’s. what. they mostly were Q
‘they were discussions when we thought up. thé worst’ thlngs we

- could call: each ‘other. Occa51onally ‘there be fists thrown and
ngpeople ‘r6lling on the ground .Not-me I was standing there trylng
“to say,‘"Now boys, now boys ‘For most of us of a certaln age

we -can remember it happenlng . But you.

'

one Wlnston Churchlll gave,i

woman, every . boy or girl,;.

ourselves to youth. : The'

toyou, "If you don’t glvef

you "

T

harder 1n many ‘ways

of us of ‘a certain age 1n 2

remember and since. T was

know the - occa51onal black

. .eéye; the occas1onal hurtful word, ‘the occas1ona1 pushlng and
) gshovxng that went on, I just thank God S
emotions. that accompany|grow1ng up: no. ‘mattér ‘who you-are or. where\ )
3}you grow up .- we did- not have guns, we did not. have assault: L

,weapons, SO when tempers got hot the most we could do to one..

that’ glven the strong

,ﬁ'aanother is yell and scream and push and shove and occasronally

vthrow a punch A* o ~~-x;.‘

o .
r"

v‘ o e * * g - . .
Thlnk of what 1t 1s llke today where the young people 1n

Afwﬁthls room and»the mllllons others llke )
-.culture of v1olence A culture that in so many . ways glorlfles e
'1v1olence 'We see ‘it: everyday on telev151on, we see it - in our.

‘them are’ immersed 'in a.

movres,‘but worst ‘of all we see'’it every 51ngle day on ;the

the technlques of- medlclne cannot" even.

r.“
N

i
!
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that 1s dally brought through the doors of your emergency rooms

. streets and nelghborhoods .Where' chlldren ‘are trying to grow, up.
A.“Where many, too ‘many:in} effect are ralslng themselvés. . In too u'
o many ‘neighborhoods gunflre is a dally ‘ritual of" llfe,'and uzi'is
a badge of honor, instead of a mark of
is ‘A bullet wound is! an emblem of adulthood. .As I’ve traveled
ffrom hospltal to hospltal in - the last year and a. half, and ' I’ve
_ gone into emergency rooms, what T heard over- and over agaln ‘is
" that the epidemic Deborah warned’ us about is .now raging in so
_'many of our communltles - It-.is- dlfferent when you .see thlrteen
-and fourteen year oldSIbrought in with
" ‘different still when- twey are brought in not with" one bullet, but
s multiple biullets from assault weapon.*

cowardlce, whlch it truly

bullet wounds it is

It is different’ still’ when’ .

never ‘give up." That is.

BN

keep up w1th the carnage o
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We see 1t everyday as we plck up our newspapers., I plcked

lf up a. newspaper here in. Washlngton today "and” read about another
. thirteen. year old gunned down on:the street corner.’ In. =~

.*rYou go to: any emergency room in a- medlum size" 01ty,,let alone a f,f“
. large c1ty in our country, and you talk. to the' doctors. and the
‘;_nurses ‘there as. I have.. If" you do ‘not belleve v1olence is. .an
'epldemlc, you will become quickly convinced as - they tell you the
f’storles of struggllng to'save thlrteen .and fourteen year old L

"lives! -Sometimes: ‘saving ‘those ‘lives only to send those young men I
.-~ out-on the street know1ng they ‘are llkely to be ‘back ‘in that o
‘ emergency room 1n a relatlvely short perlod of tlme ‘ .

Washlngton last, summer, gun shots .were fired at a, publlc sw1mm1ng"

“f\pool ‘packed ' with" chlldren ‘trying to escape the 90 degree heat. A
‘3few months -ago, a-four-= year old girl was fatally shot in. the: head;
“.when" groups of - youngsters opened fire on -an. elementary school -

playground. And durlng the past.week -a one. year old ‘was: grazed

thirteen year—olds belng gunned down.on. street‘corners, a four
year.olds being . killed on playgrounds, and onegyear olds belng

ﬂgrazed by bullets.i‘g'q

f

Over and over we sée that chlldren are not only the v1otxms

~of violence 'but- all to. frequently the perpetrators In the
. 11980’s more -than 11,000, 'people died . as &' result of homicide. ' :
Q\commltted by *high. school age ,young people. ~Gunfire and drlve by T; .
shootlngs and v1olence have become ‘50 common place that many .
people don’t éven notlce 1t or- talk about it anymore ~In matter” . ,
‘of fact ways children tell you. they re riot sure-.they w1ll live to- ., ' .
f“flnlsh hlgh school It'lS not. only - ‘the- aoademlo challenges they =~ ,
- confront, it’s the challenges”to their- phys1cal safety There is’ -
.as’ you' know, ‘no simple answer to thls ‘epidemic of youth violence::
That’s why- we - brought- federal agencies.together to try to fulflll'_V
‘1the Pres1dent's pledge’. to begin ‘at’ileast . to address this; problem.“~

That'’s. why we -need- a comprehens1ve strategy that empha51zeSt'?,
responsrblllty and ‘opportunity and community. It’s why we need

Hfhall the: other pleces of |security. that the Pres1dent is worklng
',on.r It is. lmportant to‘do things llke health reform,-so that s
. every young person: has a .good - healthy start in life. Itiis .

important to -do welfare’reform 'S0 . that ‘we, once ‘again’ reward

A'ﬂlndependence and’ Self- suff1c1ency It's 1mportant to. have job

! training programs and life-long learnlng and. the leglslatlon ‘that
- Secretary: Rlley shepharded through to:-'the Congress 'that. will makef

...-an enormous- difference in how. young - people learn and what. they -

1earn and what they re prepared to’ do once they flnlSh school

It is also rlght >1t is. absolutely crltlcal that thlS

’country not walk away agaln from deallng w1th crlme fas ‘it has so
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by a, bullet from. a- gunflght ~That. thlrteen year -old who dled 1tf
appéars’ his. klller is also thlrteen .years-old. -What does it say T
- about a‘ soc1ety "that: has graduated from:taunts‘and yells and - N
.lvthrown punches ‘and ralsed flsts~~, ‘that all'of us- remember from".
. school-yard fights,, nelghborhood flghts in: the_past To . . -

i
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crime bill has' been around for 6. years. ~The average crlmlnal

'Jserves four years in jal} There s been a-lot 'of tough talk
_<about c¢rime going back ‘a; lot: of years. --All Kinds of" rhetoric. g;'&
~AMostly hot-air not connected to ‘doing anythlng posmtlve, to '
. .reaching out a helplng hand,. to make str1cter~and surer, nelther

"..smart, nor tough ‘but boy|a- 1ot of : talk We re: seelng it” agaln

“y

,7’because some people unfortunately would rather practlce their" own
. brand of partisan polltlcs or personal advantage ‘than to: deal’ -
,‘w1th the problems’ that: are rlght before their, . eyes. .Those whO‘

- 'véted against .the crime- blll were w1lllng to sacrifice all: the.

. . achievements represented at thls conference- Those: who voted

%uagalnst the bill weren't llstenlng to.'the v01ces of young people
' who.are w1th us today or} were with us-last year. aThey ‘can’

'»testlfy the 1mportance of recreatlonal fac111t1es, education o

. ' programs, famlly support ‘services, -and other. preventlve measures
© that nurture hope -and p0551b111ty in our. ‘young people.» ‘Those, =~ .

ra

‘“many tlmes 1n the past and dld agaln ‘last - week "You know,vthe’é]‘

who voted against’ that- bull’last week don't sSeem to care that our

-

<_wf1fteen percent of school chlldren belleve there are gangs 1n

7. their.school.  Almost one in:ten of - students in hlgh school N
21;reported that.’ “in the prev1ous month” they:-had- Beeh in-at least oné T
i‘serlous phy51cal fight. - Those. who -voted agalnst the bill don’t -
L seem- ‘to” care that this pattern goes on and -on just as it has for

“-;the past six years, when time after tlme, Congress caved in. to

. the" pressures of spec1aﬂ 1nterest 1nstead of maklng thlS .

',;leglslatlon law. :

. . ‘
‘;_ . e s ‘. : . .

’ﬁchlldren cannot feel. safe’ at, ‘school. A“recent survey- showed that;

- The crlme blll is not perfect no plece of leglslatlon is. -

V‘AI bet every one of . us would have-written it sllghtly dlfferently,
- we would- have -added or taken ‘out accordlng to’ what we. thought was-

best.- It is a’ crltlcal 1mportant ‘and; necessary start. And it

church yesterday we heard a great sermon, and one-of .the llnes

'from it that I w111 always remember’ is when" the- preacher. sald

"You Know you ‘can make a. choice. in your - 11fe; but you' can’ t plck‘

‘the crime: bill? Well the consequences are. that once -again we
ywould have turned our backs on the problems 'yYou .are hearlng S
- dlscussed "Once agaln &e w1ll have substltuted rhetorlc for. . ‘,;*[5x*

reallty Once again wvej w1ll have ‘seen-in- actlon trlumph over

we ‘¢an.’ say, . thls -is-a mlssron we are -on- and thlS is- where it”

" starts to try to begln to deal W1th the epldemlc of v1olence

} .
Let's look at somey of these pleces of thls crlme blll that

-are 1o} 1mportant Thlngs like:YES, Y-E=S; Youth Employment o

... is for the first: tlme a’ plece ‘of 1eglslatlon that lays down.the, ‘;7=.~_,
© twin pr1nc1ples of flghtlng crlme punlshment ‘and - preventlon ,%It.‘f_uj
is-clear that we face a ch01ce, the Pre81dent and, I -'were-in oo

" ‘make. cholces, but we cannot‘be told the" consequences ‘that swell,.
© from.. those cholces . OlWhat are the- consequences of turnlng downvv

Skllls program - I thlnk 1t's 1mportant to focus on young people"

PR

.. 'the consequences."; I thlnk about ‘that: a lot because every. day- weﬁf,‘ o

\ actlon Now we can. focus on all the things we- want - to. change, or*,”
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in hlgh unemployment areas’ to glve them the skllls they need to
be"able to ‘find. ]obs T thlnk that’s a- goal for society’ and. L.
know it will ‘help’ to prevent crime. T wish .the; folks on Capltol

;m'Hlll would agree Thlngs like the Communlty Schools Program,‘J
-~ that- w111 give: grants to, communlty groups to- keep schools .open

,after shours  and on: weekends and during the summer 's0 ‘that kids
can have a place to go and ‘stay out of" trouble Safe places

"':where they can . engage an, learnlng and recreatlon, where there can

\\be adult mentors and coaches.\ We know - from the exXamples - of such:
. 'schools around’-our countryfthat if schools are transformed 1nto
safe havens- for youngsters, chlldren will be’ safer." I'm’ not sure

',,what ‘the. folks in Congress who ‘were voting agalnst thé crime. blll

. thlnk we can do w1th our: chlldren ‘after school when it takes both
gparents in a “home- worklng or. when 1t takes a s1ngle parent ﬁfﬁ“

. ‘working and ‘they then llvefln fear’ about what happens to thelr ) ‘
. children on the streets between the time school: is over .and the LR

- time they get: home for dlnner.‘ I want children to have safe
~havens. and’ the crime’ blll would be. a.good start to that. .Prograns :
like the. Gang Re51stancelEducatlon And Tralnlng Program called ’

't‘G R.E.A.T., already a proven success I'Ve ‘been in a lot of o
-.nelghborhoods, places where many of you: come from and you know AN .

. thousands of youngsters

‘ﬂw:you flght a’ los1ng battle year in'.and year out to try to convince oo

. young . people not . to. jOln.gangs.' Why? Because the gangs provide:
. a, Mhaven'", not" safe’ but' a. ‘haven., It’ prov1des a’'family-if you .-
‘w1ll,\ Ite prov1des a- network of- people who say they 'will look out"
for'each other. . It fllle a. vacuum in. the :lives of thousands and_
. i+ Now. wouldn’t it be- better 1f we had a
‘po51t1ve alternatlve a program Tike GREAT where youngsters can be

'ﬁ‘Qsafe in comlng togetheriand worklng together and “learn how to

"resist the. ‘faults and in. many ways dangerous,eseductlve pleasures .

* that the: gang propose in'‘the short run 'which leads to death ‘and ..
V.misery for 80 many. chlldren I think: we. should’ vote for .gang

. re81stance programs 1nstead ‘of lettlng more and more chlldren end
f‘up 1n the gangs.,ﬁ““j ‘ ‘~»-,,w, , ’~k} - .; St -
. Look\how programs lee Pollce Partnershlps for Chlldren :
97programs where Ppolice. offlcers w111 take. their- tlme to work w1th L
‘v-young people,.coupllng that with communlty pollclng -where we
‘again get police offlcers on* the: street Somebody that a. young
person can hopefully flnd some support’ from, ‘but 'if we turn on-

" our: back on .these partnershlps ‘that police are offerlng, wey

loose-.an. opportunlty toitransform our. police offlcers not. only
. into 1nstruments of punlshment ‘but also 1nstruments of - L
-preventlon ‘And if we' also ‘turn. our back on this crime bill we
1walk away from one': of the most 1mportant ‘advances. .on behalf of
ifwomen, the. Vlolence Agalnst Women. Act. LIt s time ‘we stood up’
and. sald women - should not ‘be v1ct1mlzed whether it 'is .in-‘the.

" home, " or on ‘the’ street and we ‘need to glve our law enforcement

: off1c1als the tools" to protect“women It has :gone on long:

‘enough,;, ignoring. and denylng the depth of the problem of v1olencego”

ragalnst women this crlme blll beglns to: turn that around And
’ that's another reason S ‘~»> IR . e

LN
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L Now if . you ve heardgall of thlS preventlon and I've only L
touched the tip. of the old preventlon iceberg -that is.in "that- ‘]3 o
crlme blll . with- the other elements " a-hundred thousand more‘wn‘ B
‘pollce ‘on - the streets,'alban on handgun ownershlp for mlnors.f:A*., A

Jban on assault. weapons that -only lead to death and injury. ' A ﬁf'y,; "

l"z three strlkes .and you’ relout bill so’ that v1olent offenders can

be. taken off .the street.‘ ‘And I see ‘these’ young men clapplng . v
w11dly because ‘they know ‘what happens - in their neighborhoods. You , .

‘ftake all. of’ that Jand it .adds‘up .to a well-balanced reasonable’

fapproach that" mixes bothfpreventlon and punlshment ~An- approach
.. that has: been’ worked out|and struggled over w1th lots of- 1nput~
}from people from the grassroots 1evel g.' ‘ , . ,5

o Those of you partlclpatlng 1n thls conference know flrst ,f
f\hand what it will take in your ‘own hometowns to combat v1olence .
. You also know that éven though a.-crime bill is-a critical step in

“‘”Vputtlng thls s001ety on- the rlght track for . combatlng v1olence At

-, alone, can’t do’ the job elther _It’s not a panacea.’ 'If ‘the’ U
'fPre51dent signs “that crlme blll itrs’ not going to solve\all of ““;
our’ problems It’s not g01ng to. keep families together,'lt’s not-
going to .get: adults to give ‘children,the type of. superv1s1on, o
‘jlove,,dlsc1p11ne,,and attentlon little children need. . It’s not-

- going to instill; a sense, of falth and respon51b111ty in the souls

- of ‘young people who haveibeen damaged ‘and-‘alienated, 1t s’ not

- going-to do .those’ thlng5|, It is going to-begin to put 1nto place

S people and institutions: and ‘programs - that can. help lead to those .

- outcomes. A'It can give: people a chancé once: agaln to feel- they

;ti(-are a part of somethlng blgger than themselves: “And to- lay a’
.* -line very clearly-that. desplte all. the. tough talk about crlme 1n ST
“"the last decade has become- obscure, and that 1ine’ 1s, you ‘have’ to -

'know the dlfference between right’ ‘and wrong and we're going to J;“'
hold you respons1ble for the ch01ces and‘the- consequences of yo
“those choices. - It begins to once’ again flght the ‘violence in'.
soc1ety Thls whole crﬂme ‘debate, ‘the whole issue of. youth , R
S v1olence, is an 1nd1catlon ‘of .something much. deeper and more. = o
.profound. ' It 'is an. indication of literally millions. of Americans = -
- walking away . -from: thelr‘respon51b111t1es .And, that is. what we re
"ultimately trylng ‘to. reverse We are. trylng agaln,'agalnst B

’t;tremendous odds to say the 1nd1v1dual is- respons1ble for. hlS or .Q;;[

"fIt ‘is not an ‘either or,!lt’s ‘not .a liberal and: conservatlve,»that

“.her actions. But society. is, also, respons1ble ‘for’ 1nd1v1duals o
A

. old. stuff 1s .80 out of .date. That 1s Tike. beyond talklng about

'<Some ‘péople think they can ‘answer every problem by saying, "Oh'"

that’s llberal Oh that's conservative. or”~ maybe they ‘'step
further on. down the road of meanlngless analy51s ‘and say,“"oh
“that”s republlcan -Oh, that's democrat ", ‘An assault’ Weapon: ' )

- doesn’t- care what- pollt}cal party you are. ‘An’ assault weapon in .Q
hoa drive. by shootlng doesn’t even.care 1f you re a member of - the o
Natlonal lele Assoc1at1on j»»,ft‘< U e so o ~ ST

. A Let's just stop for a mlnute and ask ourselves,x"Haven’t we :
wasted enough llves, haven't we lost enough young men and women; ‘.ﬂ%

L
-
9
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to prlson 1nstead of colIege’ Haven’t we turned our back too

many- times on the God glven potentlal of every one of our young -

peopleV" I ‘don’t catre’ what race they are, T don’t care where. ',,?
they’ llve,,every 51ngle young person ‘in thls‘country, has . a spark

‘about them that’ ‘we have for too. dong allowed to -be: extlngulshed

by a level of v1olence, hatred ‘and.divisiveness that still. I N
'Vstalks this country.’'\ . We can d0xmuch better than: that, all you e

nghank you all
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‘have to do is look at’ the faces of the- ‘young people around you-

. today. ' We' know we. can do better. - But . we cannot unless we" stand :
‘up and are 'willing to be counted I hope you will not. only o ’;f;

attend: this conference, I hope you ‘'will not only Wwork on’ what
needs to .be ‘done back -in ;your own. hometowns I hope you. will take
the" tlme to let your member of Conqress know why you are here,'
what ' you stand for, ' And| I hope you will - say it may not be’

;“perfect but this crime blll represents ‘al huge first step in
fstaklng out new-. terrltorles in this country + ~Once . and .for all

wé’'re g01nq to be’ both smart ‘and - tough - We're: going. to -begin to‘
save a generatlon of" young people from thlS epldemlc of v1olence.
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