
.PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



;. 

\'. 
'  , " ';,'" 

. ,_I. '. . " " 

, ~," 

, , 
,'.' , , ,,' , \ 

'-, \ , 
'J 

, ~.' 'THE WHIT,E:HOUSE, , I 

, ' 

.; .' ,','.a
' .. . Office .e,fthe' :t:>res$: secr'et~:try 

'.,'-. '. .. .. ' 
'J';, -, . 
I . :" ", ,>. (. 

Fer ,,'I~mediateRE7I~ase . -' 

, . 
. . . 

. 
,',' '1 

, . ,. 
(/ . ,';. " 

.1 REMARKS' By'THEFIRST'LADY ". .1: .., 
'. , ,TO .THEiPAMILIES· :USA'IIHEALTHWATCH" EVENT-'.· I • 
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.. ,\', '; ,MR~.·,CLfNT(JN,= ··Th<:tQk,Y9U. ,Tha'nk,yo)i 'v.ery m~ch~' 
. '.1, 

Thank, yeu'~ . Thank ,yeu fQrga~he:ting' here" today.'. I 'wa.ntte 
. .' . '. '··1'" . . . " '" ' . 
'th~nk.particvlarly the carpeDters~ ~hehave:lent:this site, 

and· also, :len.t'tl1eir streng' suppert: to health 'carerefe:pn.',I·· . 
'want: to: thank ~W~~,whe. has. 'also,' beetlthere ·.eri',the.!frent lines. 
·~f i'ghtin<~' ;fe(referm .. ,' 'i.waJ'it· tp' thank Fam,iliesUs~9nd., its.- . 

I 

'leader' Ren'Prillacik~ and p~rticularly·Senatd~Harry Reid, 
\.

whe',·s··'bee.n. oDe 'of ithe, '::;'taIYfart: veices en' bel:1al·f .6.i· .health. 
," " _ ,''\ . l.carere(er)T!.·. TliaIJKs.al.l ef yeu fer·,what',;yb:il·,·are: dqing. 

. \-. • I ~ . i' 

,'YOU k'noJ': w~ stand he~e in a ralllY d~y,' and we· can,:,; 
'~.' -:·.·.see thehumbers ticking away be'hind Us ~. W,?-'ve already heard. 

, ," '. '." the .·stor;ies· freml~hr~erepresentat'ive'· Ame"ricans a~eut what 
. '. , : '''happens when you cj.renet-guaranteed 'health care ceverage .. · 
'.~ ·.Arid. it, r~,q.lly is 'a'questionOf,secur'ity.. ,Can yeu 'change ',. 

.jobs? . Are 'you 'i=lb~e to, tak.e'a' n,ew: epperturii~y?) What h~ppens 
:': ·'fhensQmeeri~. gees~get'!sick,and tpe fine\P:t:"int~n·the' .': ,.' 
" lnsuran~e .pe+ ley, doesn't mean' what yeutheughtl t. ,weuld? .' 

'-" :, ~ \~'", !.,:,.,' ,";"", ,,", ':'':'·:''t:':. .' _".~.\;"," .. ,".' 

Thesethr~e Amer' icians' ; plus ·the cries standing. . '.' 
.... M. 

.behind m'e, and ·liter·ally ·mi'lliens.' and' milliens . mere . . 
, . " threugheut Amer ica; ,'knbwwhat i tm~ans :every 'day to' Iive en. . .'" 

. the edge' ef'pers6n:al security.' And.thesemere "th2m.500~ 000 
'Americans who, . haVe' lost· theirhe.cilth . insurance just Slnce· 

, . . last 'Tu~sday when' ',the· :s!=riab~began debciti'ng;', they would, all 
.. have a stery to, t'e!ll as w!=ll. " , ' , . , 

: I \ , ~,I ( '1 

:' { • ~. • ' ' .' , I' , " '-~ I, ~ \ \ ' '. " I'··' 


, ',' What we really 'y'leedtefocus·'on·.are· the steries
.1: " " , 1 'f' •. '. - 'f '., ' ','. .' ..•.. " .' ," .

be,hlnd those numbers, ,; peeple who arewerklng .hard i deing.. alI 
,:tl:1,ey, ci'n, \ arid sti!l~notb~~ng gLlarah:t*Fed heal,th ,··insurance ':" . 

, I.. Of· the mere than 5pO ,000 Americans, who, have', now .,'l'()sttheir / 

, : ins~ra~6e since la~t weei, mere ·than 150,000 ef them are' . 
I ' " chi Idren under thE?, age ef 11).. ' , . -', ' .' , ' 

. '.' ~, I.," " .,' ': " ," ", " ',', ,,' 'i 

.,' • , • " .j' <; , • -' '\ ,. 

They' arej\the children effamilies' li~e Kathleen:, 
Regers,' (ph'enetic) ',1 who, -,go, to, syheol'i=very: day, ,who go: eut:and 
play in' the: nedghb<;>rnood; 'W!lO: pursuesp,ortsacti,,1ti:.e~. '. B4t,:, 
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"" ,t~Edr p,ci:er:ts, li~e ,in. fear', that ',th~,ir Gh~ ld 'may, qome '" down' 

,~;' , wIth an ~lnJury,or an, 11'lness that would ,notoDly ,devastate
, WI:,

, . ::. 
" ', " ' their 'healthput, :devastat,ethe' ,family ,financially., ' 

. .: ' .' I;" " : . 'l";', j '. ,-, . . . i', , .' ' • i. ' ',' '» ',' : ..'", . _ , ':' 

(., "" , ' Those more ,'than ,1'~''O"ooo, children under "the age of' 
'18;' ,they' d,ip-not!askt'o' oe",uninsur,ed,. " They' did not, b1;1y,:, any , ," 
health insurance., They' 'have 'p,aren't,s·who.lost 'th,E?'1r heaith 

, ,insurance, for, onel of 'the,' ma.'ny mi~Tioris of reasons 'why ,that" 
happ~ns,' " .., ' ' " 

, ' " ',::'," " :I, \ ' :"". ",," , 
i ,Real' reform. wIll enable all, chlldrentohavehealth' 

,', "coverage"arid ever¥parent t,'o, have the ,security that'cqnies. ":' 
, ~r,omknow.~ng that: t4~i:,c~ildren vi,il,!' be taken ;care of! if) the 
event of, 'lllness,pr 'lID,ury .', ',' "', ' ' 

,I '. ", ,', I. ....

. \, ; , . ./, . 

, I ,feel ;the' rain beginning to come dow'n. ,S,9me ,'of " 
'" "y:ouare'notin"a,gooaposit.~on to~get'wet,. ',I,don't'want, 

,anybody ,getting sic)<~t' a· heaith care, r,eform rally."'"
" " 'I,'" ' " '. "," , " ' •'(Laughter:'.)' Heaven forb'J..d. ',Espec1ally somebody who lS 

, • • ,- ~ j' ' I.., ,-, t '. '. - ( • • " . • •

un1nsured,' I,don 't' want gett1ng slck. ' ,,' - " " ,_' ' " , ," ," ,', , ,j, ' ',', - "" ',', ' " ' 
" ,'sGt':!' do, want all of' us'' t~ 'remember-that "Ztsthis 

d:ebate,:goes :on,' these' numbers: wiJl' continue to, Jincrease ~The 
,',n,umberof'th,e uriipsured:willcon"t'iliue t.o'grow~lE?ut: 'even' 

'. 
,', 

", i :' beyond, that';, the humber of.the'lnsured', who, cannot pe "" ' ' 
guaranteed they w~li" ,~'e ,t,alcen:care of,wi~L atso continue ,not;.' 
,only :to·gr:ow, but'"r$aTly" to 'eat ,away 'at' our conscie~ce as' a "" 

. "", C'ountrY. ,,' ',' I " ' ,-, ,' .. :.'~;. ' , ' 


,,/ ", ., ,r ~\, , ,,' " 

. ,irid ~bo~~ ~ll else,:l~t'~ remember the'qhildren, 

. . . . . ' ' '. ~ I' 't.' . . ~ •, , , the"chLt;dren'who't9day are uninsured, the children who ' ,'," 

" tbmor'row wf:1.lb,eilliinsured. , 'Those' children, deserve bett~r,. 
',',Let~sgi.ve ~~e~.'r+al he'a,lt~care b~~orm f\ow.( "! " ", 

• .' I . 

Thank'Y0~ ~'" ' " 
. - . ., :.~" , ' 
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