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MRS. .CLINTON: Thank you very much. Thank you,
Senator Dodd, and I|particularly want to thank Senator Dodd
for making children/s health the first issue that the Senate
addressed. And Senator Rlegle -- 1. want to thank Senator
Riegle for making it an issue when the Senate Finance
Committee was doing| its deliberations. Both of these
Senators have con51stently spoken out on behalf of chlldren,
and T am very grateful to both of them and want to thank
them L , : :

I know wel've already heard from five wonderful
witnesses about whaF is happening with children in their
families. " And I see before me many others who could standr
and tell their storhes as well. I would like, though, to.
introduce and to have stand the mothers of the. children who

I know we|'ve already been able to meet Kathy and
had a chance for her to talk about all of Jennifer’s needs

~and how,wonderfully Jennifer is doing in the face of all of

those health problems and those 2 million dollars’ worth of

But I alﬁo would llke Rakeia’s (phonetlc) mother to
stand, if she would. And I also ~=- I cannot resist adding to
Rakela s story thaﬂA—— what a state we have come to when a
child, playing in one of our parks during a summer day, goes
to play with sand: and is hit by a bullet that strikes the
glass that -- T doﬂ't know how many of you, as children,

played -- but we used to spend hours with containers, filling

"them w1th sand and |dumping them and making different objects .

with themn.

And I think about all of the time that I spent in
parks and around sandboxes, and it is Jjust extraordlnary -

‘unbelievably unacceptable -- that any child, anywhere in our
-country, would be playlng in a park and have to cope w1th a
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stray bullet, and then be left with medical needs that cannot
be met in a society that permlts that to go on.

So I certalnly hope that -- in addition to your ‘
sharing your story about the needs for continuing health care
that you’re not’ rece1v1ng, I hope your story will stiffen the
spine of those of us- in this country and in this Congress who

want to do somethlng about crimes like that.

‘And Asha (phonetlc), your mother is here, too,
isn’t she? Would you stand up, as well? Thank you very
much.

-Now, one of the great challenges: that parents face

| when they have beautlful chlldren, .1like Asha or . Jennifer,

with chronic condltlons, is -how they’re going: to meet thelr

~health needs on a daily, weekly, yearly basis.

But particularly with something like diabetes -

‘and I understand seyeral of your other children have some

ongoing health problems -- any possible economic change, any-
loss of a job, any layoff strikes terror much deeper than .

.what is usually strick in most families, because the loss of

health benefits is.a matter, often, of life or death. And
it’s also a problem{when you have a disease- like diabetes,
that when a child gets older and is unlnsurable, parents have

to worry about that|as well.

i I just don’t understand why we add to the emotional
trauma that comes w1th caring for a child who is 11l the
flnan01a1 trauma and challenge that we often layer on top of .
that because of the lnsecurlty about health care.

As both Senators have sald and ‘as Secretary Benson
so well said, "It ig not only the right thing to do to take
care of health care problems,.lt is the economlcally smart

‘thing to do as well."‘

I have been in hospltals where adults with diabetes
have not had the proper care.. They end up becoming very
sick. - They sometlmes have to face amputation of one of their
limbs, usually a foot or a leg. They then become much more

'~ expensive than if we had been able to take care of their

health needs as they had gone along So this is a classic

. case where we are not investing in what we need to by taklng

care of chlldren s needs.
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~And I bet Jessica’s

. And I want to thank you and your mother for coming
here to help explain, that to people. Thank you very much.

mother is- here, too.

. And I hope everyone could hear Je551ca, because she

H‘was so soft-spoken and SO eloquent in what she had to say

about her mother and her brother. Because what Jessica was’
really saying is that if you’re uninsured in this country,

- which means you are

working, because, as she said, her mother

is trying to support herself and Jessica and her brother on
her own and not go on welfare, whlch would glve her medical

;msurance .

‘

people in hospltals,
insurance.
be talked about.

There are

But if you are on your own, very often -- more
‘often than we care to admit -- as Jessica said,  sometimes .

are ugly to you because you don’t have

Nobody llkes to talk about this, but it needs to

too many people, and there are far too

many - chlldren who - do not get the care they need to have.
Because when they show up at the emergency room, the first

thing they’re asked
medical care?" And

often go to. the end

is, "How are you going to pay for your
if they cannot answer that with,

~"Insurance," or with a Medicaid or a Medicare card, ‘they

of -the line.

, And Dr. Koop, with whom I have traveled around the
country talking abont health care, frequently says, "If you
are uninsured in America, you are three times more likely to
die from the same medical problem as someone who is insured."

And I have had the palnful experlence of talking to
parents and’ grandparents whose children were turned away at
emergency rooms, sent from hospital to hospltal because they

about what happened
to work, chooses to
independent to take

-did not have 1nsurance, and who either got muech sicker or, in
several instances, died because of that.

So Jessica‘s story
to her brother beoause her mother chooses
pay taxes, chooses to try to be

care of her chlldren, puts her and her

children at-a dlsadvantage.

There cannot be a worse indictment of a country

than to say parents

who work are going to be penallzed when

+~ others who don’t work will have their children’s health needs’

taken care of. That needs to be fixed, and it needs to be.

fixed now.
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mother or a father,
‘could for our own ch ‘
whatever medical care was needed.
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. And flhally, Ian is your mother here too? Would
you stand? Thank you very much. :

What Ian talked about, with the klnds of medlcatlon
that he needs, and the blood tests that he needs, and the
costs of all of that is a very frequent problem. Because he
can be kept functlonlng well and performlng in school and .~

doing what he needs
and that medlcatlon

‘'to do as long as he is properly medicated
is properly supervised.

And what we find so often with chlldren who have

the kind of medical

'situation Ian does or children with.

asthma =-- children w1th other problems that can be maintained
-- is if they get proper medical care, they’re. fine. . They

can function well.
sorts of activities

They can be absolutely invelved in all

But so many of: them, if they’re eithef uninsured or

if they’re parents’

insurance don’t cover all of the costs,

then the chances are that they will go without the kind of
regular care that they need, which causes problems, then, in

the conditions that

they have

If we stop and think about Senator Riegle's story

or the stories that,

any of us could tell, I think that it’s

absolutely clear there. is not one of us in this room, who’s a

being a mother or a
parents today.

.And it is

who would not want to do everything we
111d and to make sure that child had
And yet we make the job of
father very, very hard for too many '

my hope that, finally, the United States

- can join the ranks of other countries, because every problem

you heard about =-- every problem you. heard about -~ would be
taken care of without the anguish and the cost to parents in
most of the advanced countries that we compete with every

single day.

They have figured out how to take care of

juvenile -diabetes, how to monitor chronic-conditions, how to
deal with the problems of making sure every child gets the

health care that is

So I hope
primary obligation,
And I'm proud to be

needed.

that our country will make good on' its
and that is to take care of our children.
with two United States Senators who

understand that we should treat every child as though that

child were our own,

because none of us knows what may happen

MORE



http:ranks.9f

to our own children.
every. parent, to m&ke

"health care they neled.

reform this year
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And we owe it to ourselves, as well as

sure that every child has the kind of
So please help us achieve health care

END
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