PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

AN



o L e . Lo

| L ‘ { - B e
1 o ‘ 4 }’ | l ; - , i‘.
' THE WHITE HOUSE RN t
K T Offlce of, the Press Secretary flt'@i,l5WQ“V' ‘

R - et ‘ s . PR
R oo E P . . R [ - i
4 . .

- For Trmediate ReTease = T ugust 71953

R REMARKS OF THE FIRST LADY o NI
TO HEALTH PROFESSIONALS FOR UNIVERSAL COVERAGE N
¢A“?p CAPITOL HILL e B :w“ﬁ 0
o ' \ . | PR ) : ._* . . ‘__: e \‘ S
A PARTICIPANT - and other 1mportant person who

fhas gotten us to thhs day~~ Our Flrst Lady, Hlllary Rodham -
Cllnton.; ool S ‘.i , o o _A:f‘“*‘

gy N L NP P LY A : R Y

'~.MRSQJCLIN$ON5"ThanK §ou;f Thankfyou;':Thank yaq’sonﬂ’”

¢

U‘J I was d01ng pretty well throughout all of the

varesentatlons, llstenlng to everyone. make ‘what .are the: most

‘,Lcompelllng’arguments as to why as a natlon we should do that

R
; .

R And then chk started talklng about hlS son. Andh“&ﬁ‘-
‘;for ‘the mllllonth ﬁlme 1n ‘the last year and a half ~I ‘'saw’ all

" the" faces ‘of all the people who. T have been pr1v1leged to s1t
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wwith in doctors’ oﬁflces,'ln hospltal waltlng Jroons, and’

out81de of: ICUs, and ‘in pharmacmes, and 1n bu51nesses of all'

:

|
: klnds across thlS natlon.w _ T fgﬂ',,;w

‘I‘

I have sat 1n 11v1ng rooms where people have showed

U me their- health insurance pollc1es and thé . costs’ a55001ated

w1th them.-ffg B R T 3;“4‘2\ '

I have recelved over ‘a, mllllon letters from people

'iwho want te belleve that somebody w1ll llsten..J

-

\w And we are now" at the p01nt of de01s1on., And 1t’

o 4a dec;s1on that will really tell a; lot. about who- we. are as a j‘
‘epeople~ L ~+J,:; A LT D

o I feel very blessed to have been ralsed in’ a: famlly

;that taught me - that when. you come ‘to-a. hard’ dec151on,~when

“you come to. the. proverblal fork that bavid Banyer (phonetlc)
“mentioned;" ‘one - of" the best ways to. think- about. what dlrectlonf
you should make,-and what de0151on is in front of- you, 1s to .
fall back on what we all learned as chlldren' 'J,y‘. e ‘¢ .

v

To thlnk‘about d01ng unto others as we would have‘ 3

P .o . u- . . .
Jod R o . R [N - N {‘.- .
: P RN

; ‘. N L ) i
tr '\' P ! z -
N N o [on . B
N . N I N L. B J
BRI . .
[ ‘ o
P - S
> v o2 - N s
(2N . v .
A e 5 e
RS . g T,
O . ‘ , ]
Do )
7 < RS ' i 4
. : '
i N i
- : : ,
e t g
< .
t .
Y ; , i
R .
R


http:d'ipect:i;.on
http:a,mill.io

'|' their patients,

them do unto us.
ourselves.

: Too often
issue gets lost
terns.
endlessly.

I have always belleved

Tc

)'thinkfaBOut loving our neighbors'asl

in large polltlcal debates the greater

We~spen§ a lot of time argulng on . abstract
Or as Dick says, gettlng caught up in the details

and 1t’ been my -

'experlence, that whén people want to do something, they

flgure out a way to

do it.

: And.what we now. have to confront is a ‘decision that
is ‘going to come down to a very few people holding the fate
of our. health care. system and its futures 1n our handsl

: I look at
vlook at this crowd,
that we have famlly
nurses,
and gynecologlsts.

and. public health off1c1als.

this list of people who are here, and I
both behind me and in back. And I know
physicians, and pediatricians, and

We have obstetricians

We have. health profe591onals represented from every

walk of life.
of people:who .work

retail drug stores. |

psychologlsts.v

We have medical students.

We have all kinds
in home care and public hospitals and
We have social workers and

We have people from our states who work w1th those

"who are in need of mental health.,

We have all klnds of

“phy5101ans from every branch and- spec1alty

And I know that for all of you thls is a- very

personal moment

1)
" Democrats and Republlcans and Independents.
people from’ every part of the

in this crowd there are )
‘I Know there are
polltlcal spectrum.

know that

But you are here because you see on a dally basis

‘what too often gets

You know the stories.

overlooked. You see the human faces.

And I am S0 proud that the vast majorlty of

coverade.
for

. And. what v

' " American health care profe551onals support universal :
Because they know it is-the right thing to do for

themselves, and for thelr nation.
ve have to do in the next few weeks is to
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make your storles become the nation’s stories. We need you
to be sure you do everythlng you can to reach out to your
member of Congress.

Because tle other day I was in a great crowd and a
physician came up to me and introduced himself. He was a
very distinguished~ looklng older man.. He said he had
followed this debate very closely, and in fact his attitudes
had changed over the course of it.

. And he sald "I sat down one night and I tried to
list all of the groups that I knew who were supporting
universal health care coverage." He said "The list got very
long. And I sharedllt with some of my colleagues. And they
even added sone. Because we -are now all recognizing that the
future of the profe551on we love so much depends upon a
stable financial basis that includes every American."

And then the doctor said to. me, "But, now, on the
_other side of the paper I have trled to write down who is.
agalnst it and what|their reasons are. Because I have tried
to understand thelr thinking, so that perhaps I can 1nfluence
.lt "

: And he shgwed me the list. He said, "Is this
basically who is agalnst it? - And he said, "See how much
shorter this list is than all the people who are for it."

~ ..And he asked me a question that I found so -
profound. He said, |"Why is it that the people on this side
of the list, who are against extending health care coverage
and making it secure for every American, don’t know that they
are undermining their own economic and personal futures?"
(Applause) ' : ' : :

And I looked at hlm, and I said, "I wish I knew the
answer to that questlon I have puzzled over it many nights,
“long into the nlghtl" Because when I speak with a small
business person, who does not provide insurance; I usually am
speaking to someone[who wants to but doesn’t think he can
afford to do so. And universal coverage will change that and
make health care affordable.

When I speak to a health care profes51onal who is
not sure of the direction that his own profession is taking,
and wonders whether |as a doctor or a nurse or a social worker
or a pharmacist, whether it will get better or worse, as they
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talk about the challenges they face now, they are all
challenges that will be better addressed under universal

coverage. .

. The worst |thing we can do for both our health care
profe551onals and our patients is to perpetuate a status quo
which is undermining what has always made American medicine
and the American heélthAcare system the best in the world.

If we do nothlng, I will right now predict to. you
that within a year or two more and more patients will have
lost their right to{choose their 'own doctor. More and more
patients will be told by their employers and their insurance
companies, "You can |no longer go to the hospital that lS your
choice. We don’t have a contract with them."

More and more doctors will spend more and more of
their income on deallng with the paperwork that comes from a
system that, as was |said earlier, divides people up, which
therefore means you have to make countless decisions that
cost billions of dollars to. dec1de who gets coverage and
whether it gets pald for.

Nurses w1ll be stopping me ‘and asking me why this
is happenlng to them, that the paperwork has gotten so much
worse.

Nelghborhood pharmacies, where so many people
depend on the kind of advice they get, will be shutting their
doors, unable to compete with the monopeclies that will be
charging whatever they can p0381b1y get for the drugs that we
need. And on and on and on. A

Every problem we currently have with the way we are
trying to provide health care, will get worse if we do
nothing.

And as Sister said, if we only make marglnal
changes, that(too‘w:ll make our system worse.

But going |back to the doctor and his list. 1It’s a
very small but powerful group that opposes what all of us are
trying to achieve. |They oppose us for ideological reasons.
They honestly don’t [believe everyone in America is entitled
to health care.

They believe that we should live in a Darwinian
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world in which the fit get whatever they can grab for
thenselves, and the|rest are left to nature’s mercies.

There are| those who, for political reasons,  oppose
health care reform.| Some of them in their hearts, based on
the many conversatlons I have had over the past year and a
half, know it is the right thing to do. But they are afraid
that they might lose some partisan political advantage,

And then #here are those who believe what they are
told about the economics of health care reform, primarily in
the small business communlty, who have been fed a steady dlet
of propaganda and’ mlslnformatlon.

We have a very small minority with very 1loud
squeaky voices that|are dominating this debate._ The only way
we can win is the way we have always won when faced with such
issues in the past, {for people llke yourselves, to make sure
your v01ces are heard. :

Soc1al Securlty is based on ‘an employer mandate.

You pay, and your employer pays. And we are able to
guarantee a modlcum]of decent 1lVlng for older Amerlcans.

| :
Medicare 1s based on an employer mandate You pay,
and your employer pays. And we have some believe that then
our older Amerlcansfw1ll have the health care they need in
the last years of their llves. »

I have yet to meet a ‘person who opposes hav1ng
employers and employees share responsibility for health care,
who is ready to repeal Social Securlty or Medicare.
(Applause) : ‘

Early on 1n my travels, again 1n a crowd, I had an
older man grab my hand and say to me, "I was in Washlngton
during the Roosevelt administration when Social Security was
passed. I remember|all the arguments against it. I remember
all the vicious attacks." But he said, "I can always now
look back on my life and know that I played a small part in
helping to do what was right in taking care of my fellow
man." :

It was one of those moments that, again, made a
very big impression/on me. And I think that’s what this
comes down to. There are economic arguments, and social
arguments, and polltlcal arguments. But when it is all
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stripped away, at bottom it is a moral challenge.

'Will we do what most of us were taught is the right
thing to do, by making sure that every child, man and woman
has what most of us /in this room have takenrfor granted, the
right, the right to have decent, affordable, quality health

care?

And will most of us understand, as we hear the
stories, and we see the faces of people who have suffered,
that there but for the grace of God go any of us?

‘ If this debate is about that, it wlll be very hard
for naysayers and the opp051tlonlsts to carry the day. It
can be about that 1f you all in the next weeks will ask the
hard questlons and make the challenges that the people you
have elected to serve the people truly do remember what is at
stake. If that is the debate, health care reform with

" guaranteed health coverage wlll ‘become a reality.

'Thank youjall veryfmuph,
(End of interview.)
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