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, , ' ,A p'ARTI!:::IP1.;,'NT: -- and otr,.er ,import?l')t person who' 

" ,1'1' , , 'has ,gotten' US to th!i:~ day~~:" Our :F~rstLady, Hillary Rodh'am" 
Cl-intoh;' ,'j" '" "" " , , ,:'" " • 
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"RS •. CL~N~~Nl .'r~~';k Y6U;' ;hat1k'y'OU~Thai1k ~OUSO

'~ ,

:' \ " ' 

,I:, ' 
.' ", I • 

, I,' ,~ " "I,!las'doihg'prettywell,thr'oughollti -all of the' , 
" , 'pt-esentatlions,~ "list~ening, to eyeryon'~" make what ,are the most ,", 

,compelling ~argun\ent's 'a 1> , to why as ,. a'nat1.on"w,e should: do j that;. , , 
" I • ":', ':, '" ",:. i,i", ,," {'" ' ", ,:: .....' '.' " .' "", " ,", 

,j '.- / IAnd, then nick: ,started talking about his son." And, 
\ fot, 'themilllohth:tiime In'thelast year' and, a'half, :,1 'saw aii 

• '. ',' I "", ."" r· ,~ .' "., - I< ., '-, , " " " • 

, the 'fp.cesof :allt{l;~',peQple' V?h? I, havE('been:priivileged to sit' 
,>;:,with .. in q6ctors' ~fif'i?~s,:,in h,o::>pita.1'wa~tin9 ,,:t~'ooms', "and,' , '" 

'. cH;It'sld,e o,f I, ICUs:~ a~d~J:1 ,p.llarmapH~s~,' 'and., ln bU~lneSlses' of all , 
klnds across;, thlS natlon., '\ ' , ;""" 

,: , '. ,":,,', 1: " ...,' .' .' ,~, ,', . , '. 

. ':' : or- haye ' sat in Iiving,roOlns wher~' pe9ple; have!?howed' 
,me, the~ir' health ihsurance'polici~s ,and, 'the:'c9sts' assoc..iated,_, 
with ,them>,', :1":: ',' ' ,," ,p ", ,-" 
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, who want 'te' b,e'li.eveh that somebody, will' l'isten: " 
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, " \.1' \ ',And, we are now at the' pOlrtt: of, decisio'n.", And '1 t 's 


a 'decision that will r,eal~yt~I:IJ a \ ~ot,aboU:t,who~'wE7"are"as ;a
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,", ,\ I feel very bless,ed to have" been,'raised in' a: family,', 
, :that taught me that. y.rhep you 'come :i:.oa, hard' de'cisiori;'wh~n~':' 
"youcome t,o, the,· proverbial 'fork ,that ,David Banyer {phonetic')',' 

/ .... merit,idned lone: "of", ~hebest w,ays' to,think 'about;., what 'd'ipect:i;.on :, 
,y~u "shoiqCi make, aDd ~hat"deicls ion is Jn :front 9f, you, ' 'i s:,: t:9, ~ , ' , 
''fall :back 'on what we all 'learned 'a's ,children:, ",' " , ' , . 
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them do unto us. Tc:>think'about loving our neighbors as 
ourselves. 

Too often in large political debates the greater 
issue gets 19st.We spend a lot of time arguing on abstract, 
terms. Or as Dick d;ays, getting, caught up in the details 
endle~sly. I. 

, , ' ' I h'ave always believed, and it's been'my
• ' Iexperlence, that when people want to do something, t;hey 

figure out a way to Ido it. ' " 

, " ,; And'what we now, have to confront is a 'decision that 
is 90ing to c6me db~n to a very few people holding the fate 
of our"health care, d;ystem and its futures in our hands., 

I look at this list of people who are' here,and I 
,look at this crowd, both behind me and in back~ And i know 

that we have family phys:i,;cians, and peCiiq.tricians, and 

nurses, an<;l, public nealthofficiaJs. We have obstetricians 

and gyneC~IOgists., /' ,.: ",,~ '".: .,.', ' , " " 

" We have, health profess~onals represented from every 
walk of life. Weh~ve medical students. We have all kinds 
of p'eople who work in home care and public hospitals and 
ret.ail drug st;ores. We have social workers and 
psychologists. , 

, ,We have pebplefrom our states who work with those' 
'J' 

. , _. I .... •
who are In need of mental, health ... We have all klnds of 
physicians from every branch and,speciaity. 

" ':'And' I knol that ,for ali of you 'this is a, very 
personal moment.! Iknow that in this crowd there are 
Democrats and Republicans and Independents. I know there are 
people from'every piltrt of the political spectrum. 

, I " 
But you are here because you see on a daili b~sis 


what too often getsloverlooked. You see the human faces. 

You know the stories. ' , ' 


'And 'lam 10 proud that the vast majority of 
'American,health carEk professionals support, universal 
coverage. Because they know it is the right thing to db for 
their patients" fori themselves, and for their nation. 

Andwhat,wehave to do in the next few weeks'is to 
~'. .. 
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, I
make your stories become the nation's stories. We need you 
to be sure you do e~erything you can to reach out to your 
member of' Congress. 1 ' 

Because tfue other day I was in a great crowd and a 
physician came up tel> me and introduced himself. He was a 
very distinguished-looking older man., He said he had 
followed this debatEk very closely, and in fact his attitudes 
had changed over thEk course of it. 

I 
And he said, "I sat down one night and I tried to 

list ail of the gro~ps that I knew who were supporting 
universal health cate coverage." He said "The list got very 
long. And I shared/it with some of my colleagues. And they 
even added some. BEfcause we ,are now all recognizing that the 
future of the profession we love so much depends upon a 
stable financial ba~is' that includes every American~" 

/ ' 

And then t,he doctor sa id to, me" "But, now, on the 
other' side of the p~perI have tried to write down who is, 
a,gainstit and wh,at their reasons are! Because' I have tried 
to understahd their thinking, so thatperhap~ I can influence 
it." 

And he shJwed me the list. He said, "Is this 
basically who is ag~inst it? And he said, "See how fuuch 
shorter this list i~ than all the people who are for it." 

,And he asJed me a question that I found so 
profound. He said, /"WhY is it that the people on :this side 
of the list, who are against extending health care coverage 
and making it secur~ for every American, don't know that they 
are undermining their own economic and personal futures?" 
(Applause) I .' ',' 

And I 100Red at him, and I said, "I wish I knew the 
answer to that question.' I have puzzled over it many nights, 
long into the nightJ" Because when I speak with a small 
business person, wh~ does not provide insurandei I u~ually am 
speaking to ,someonelwhowants to but doesn't think he can 
afford to go so. A~d universal coverage will change that and 
make health care affordable. 

~hen I splak to a health care professional who is 
not sure of the dirJction that his own profession is taking, 
and wonders whether/as a doctor or a nurse or a social worker 
ora pharmacist, whether it will get better or worse, as they 
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talk'about the challenges they face now l they are all 
challenges that will be better addressed under universal 
coverage. ' I 

i 
I 

. , ,The worst!thing,we ca~ do for both our health care 
profess10nals and our pat1ents 1S to perpetuate a status quo 
which is undermining what has always made American medicine 
and the American health care system the best in the world. 

If we do Jothing l I will right now predict to you 
that within a year 6r two more and more patients will have 
lost their right tolchoose their own doctor. More and more 
patients will be told by their employers and their insurance 
com~aniesl lIyou canlno longe~ go tO,the hospital that .is your 
ch01ce. We don't have a contract w1th them." .' 

~. . , 

More arid more doctors will spend more and more of 
their income on dealing with the paperwork that comes from a 
system thatl 'as was Isaidearlierl: divi¢ies people up., which 
therefore means you have to make ~ountless decisions that 
cost billions of do~la~~ to,d~cide who ~ets coverage and 
whether it gets paid for. 

,I', . .
Nurses w1ll be stopp1ng me and ask1ng me why. th1s 

is happening to the~1 that the paperwork has gotten so much 
worse.' I' . " ' 

NeighborhJod pharmacies l where so many people 
depend on the kind 6f advice they get l will be shutting their 
doors l unable to co~pete with ,the monopolies that will be 
charging whatever t~ey can possibly get for the ,d~ugs that we 
need. And on and on and on. 

EVeryproJlem'we currently have with the way we are 
trying to provide hJalth carel will get worse if we do 
nothing. 

And as silter said, if we only make marginal 
changes, that too will make our system worse. ' 

But going [back to the doctor and his list. 'It's a 
very small but powerful group that opposes what all of us are 
trying to achieve. IThey oppose us for ideological reasons. 
They honestly don't believe everyone in America js entitled 
to health care. j 

They believe that we should live in'a Darwinian 
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world in which the ~it get whatever they can grab for 
themselves, and the rest are left to nature's mercies. 

There are those who, for political reasons, ' oppose 

health care reform. Some of them in their hearts, based on 

the many conversations I have had over the past year and a 

half, know it is thl:right thing to do. But they are afraid 

that they might losl: some partisan political advantage,
, I ' 

I •
And then there are those who believe what they are 

told about the econbmics of health care 'reform, primarily in 
the small business bommunity, who have been fed a steady diet 
of propaganda 'and misinformation. 

We have a very small minority with very loud 
squeaky voices that are dominating this debate. The only way 
we can win is the way we have always won when faced with such 
issues in the past,1 for people like yourselves, to make sure' 
your voices are heard., ' , ' ' " . I ' '.' ' ,: 

. .'.', '..,' "',SO,c1al sefur1ty 1S bas(3d o,n an employer mandate. 
You pay, and your employer pays. ,And we are able to 
guarantee a modicum! of decent living,for older Americans. 

I 
Medicare ~s based on an employer mandate., You pay" 

and your employer pays. And we have some believe that then 
our older Americanslwill have the health care they need in 
the last years of treirlives. " 

I have yet to meet a person who opposes having 
employers and emplo~ees share responsibility for health care, 
who is ready to rep~al Social Security or Medicare. 
(Applause) 'I, . ' ", 

Early on in my travels, again in a crowd, I had an 
older man grab my hhnd and say to me, "I was in washington 
during the Roosevelt administration when Social Security was 
passed. I remember! all the arguments against it. I remember 
all the vicious attacks." But he said, "I can always now 

.' .1 •look back on my 11fe and know that I played a small part 1n 
helping to do what ~as right in taking care of my fellow 
man." I . . ' 

It was one of those moments that, again,. made a 
very big impression! on me. And I think that's what this 
comes down to. There are economic arguments, and social 
arguments, and political arguments. But when it is all 
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stripped away, at bottom it is a moral challenge. 

,will we dJ what most of us were taught is the right 
thing to do, by ma~~ng sure that every child, man and woman 
has what most of us in this room have taken for granted, the 
right, the right to have decent, affordable, quality health 
care? 

And will most of us understand, as we hear the 

stories, and we seeithe faces of people who have suffered, 

that there but for ~he grace of God go any of us? 


If this dlbate is about that, it will be very hard 
for naysayers and t~e opposi£ionists to carry the day. It 
can be ,about that it you all in the next weeks will ask the 
hard questions 'and ~ake the challenges that the people you 
have elected to serve the people truly do remember what is at 
stake. If that is the debate, health care reform with 

, guaranteed health c~verage will become a reality. 

"Thank you Iall very 'much.' 

. It .')"
( End ,0f 1n erV1ew. 

* * ** * 
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