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We begin to see people who are usually affluent, 

happy with the stat~s quo, most likely trying to prevent 

changes that would ~ffect their personal interests, and 


.' ". I ,.health l.ns.urance.. And generally want thl.ngs to remal.n'pretty 
much the way they are because it has worked for them. . 

But we ark going'to make sure in the next weeks 
that eyery member of Congress has to confront someone who 
will remind him or !her what being'a representative of the 
people really meansl If you are a representative of the 
people, you are dutyI bound to represent all people. 
(Applause) And then be willing to make tough decisions. 

But if yol are not wiliing t~ make tough decisions~ 
then you' should getlout of the way and let somebody else do 
it for you. And that is where our challenge will be.

I, . 
We want tne members of Congress from Kansas to have 

to look in the eyeslofE. J. Rencrow (phonetic) and explain ' 
to,her why in this eountry the condition of asthma has ' 
rendered her family!riearlypenniless. ' , 

I . 
We want the membe~sof Kansas to say to E. J. 

Rencrow (phonetic), I"well,you will just have to wait." And 
then we want them to have to live with the consequences if 

I ' that.'s indeed what t.hey say. 

What we aJe hoping is that the members of Congress 
fro~ Kansas will lo4kat E. J. and~think about her son, 
Duncan, and say, "WET have waited long enough.. I qon't want 
anyone else from Kansas ever to experience what you have. I 
am going to vote fo~ real health care reform. ' 

I . , 'I ' 
We want.the members of 'the Congress from Utah to 

look in the eyes ofiMichelle Brown and her daughter, , 
Victoria, and to explain to her why for a terminal illness 
like AIDS, a familyihas to make the choice between necessary 
health care and financial disaster., , I ..' . ' 


And if the members of Utah, who represent' the 
, I' • •

people of Utah, don'lt understand that thl.s l.S a problem that 
people with every kjInd of terminal and chronic condition face 
every day in Utah, ~e want to be sure that Michelle, and 
people like her fro, Utah, make that message loud and clear. 

We want the representatives from Montana -- and we 
had a great one Wit, us. Pat Williams. who already got the 
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message -- to understand why it is so important for a mother 
like Bonnie Osmond to be able to give to her chi+dren, like 
anyone of us mothers would want to give. 

I 
I have said many times I'cannot even fathom the 

courage of women li*e Bonnie who live with the chronic and 
sometimes terminal illnesses of their children. Those are 
the real heroes. They are the people who are making the 
tough decisions eve~y day_ And the members of Congress from 
Montana need to sho~ the same courage.

!I ' 
And I hope that the members of Congress from Texas 

will look at Richard Ross ,who stood here' and said he is not 
a Democrat or a RepJblican. He is a man who worked hard· and 
lived by the Americ~n dream until something happened to him 
which could happen io anyone of us. He found out he had 
cancer. He had insJrance, but he lost his job. And there 
went the insurance. I, . ' 

And I want the members of Congress from Texas to 
look at somebody liRe Richard'Ross and explain why, in Texas, 
which has about 25 ~ercent of its people uninsured, it makes 

j " ' 

sense to postpone real health care reform.
I .. ..' 

I want them to try to explain to Richard Ross what 
on earth an old, tiied, beat-up, meaningless phrase like 
"soci'alized medicin~1I has to do with anything. ' (Applause)

I ' 
And I want the members of Congress from Tennessee 

to think what they ~ould feel like if, like Mildred Hamilton, 
they were sitting irt a car in a parking lot of a shopping 
area, minding their II own business, and'were hit by a stray 
bullet. 

I 
I have be~n in rehabilitative wards of a lot of 

hospitals around oui country, and it is shocking, it is gut
, wrenching to see hoW many people find themselves in a 
position that Mildr~d is in because of drive-by shootings, 
because of stray bullets.

I ' 
And I hope that the members of Congress from 

Tennessee will ask themselves, when they +ook in the' mirror, 
before they vote, whether they can in their conscience deny 
health care coverag~ to people like Mildred who' was in the 
wrong place at the· Jrong time, at a time in our history where 

I '..there are too many guns and too many lrresponslble people 

using those guns to jwreak violence and injury an.d life-long 


i MORE. 

I 
Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
I' 918 16TH STREET; N.W. SUITE 803 
, . ~ASHINGTON. D.C. 20006 

I
 (202) 296·2929 




4 

debilitation on their fellow citizens.l' .' . . 
We can do something about both. The members of 


Congress can vote 6n the crime bill and stand up to the NRA, 

and make it clear that we are not going· to (Appiause) 

(inaudible). 1 


Meanwhile they are trying to get our house in order 
by getting more police on the streets, and putting people in. 
prison for a very ]ong time, and making it clear that three 
'strikes 'and you ar~ out, means that. You are out of society 
forever. . . I 

But in tJe meantime we also should start taking 

care of the health Ineeds that have been spawned by this 

epidemic of violence .that puts women like Mildred into the 

wheelchairs for th~ rest of their lives. 


. I, .', . ' 
Now, 1.f lvery member, ,of Congress had to ha:ve those 

k~nds of conversatiens, had to look into the eyes of people 
11.ke the ones we ha,ve heard from today ,and the others whose 
eloquent testimoniels have been . delivered across this country, 
then it will takealvery hard heart indeed, and it will take 
a very, very, very [ow amount· of understanding to vote no on 
real health care re!form. ' 

, I. " '. " .'
And what a..s real health care'reform? Let me Just 

quickly remind all pf us." Because while, the tactics of the 
next three weeks wi[l be to say, well, we don't need all of 
that, we don't needl' to go that far, these are the same people 
who didn't think we needed Social Security. It should have 
'been a voluntary pension system. ' ' 

" These areithe same people who didn't believe we 
needed Medicare. It should have been a charitable and .

• I .
voluntary system for our older Americans. And these are the 
same people who stat-ted ~ith the tired bromides of 
"socialized medicin~1I and "government takeover" and all that 
stuff, they'll telllyoll -- are going to try to convince you 
that doing something less than'real reform will work. 

Real refo~m means universal coverage. Real reform 
means' eliminating albusive insurance company practices.· Real 

• I ' reform means gett1.ng better value for 'our'health care dollar. 
'And financial (inaudible), our federal and state and business 
and family budgets. 1 Real health care reform means giving , 
people and letting people have the choices they want of 

I 
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doctors and insurance plans.
I '.. 

Real health care reform preserves and strengthens 
health care coverage for seniors, ensures high quality 
coverage and care, iprovides protection for small businesses, 
recognizes the ne'eq' ·for long-term care and home health care, 
and makes our children our number one health care priority. 
That is real health care reform • 

. The Demodratic leadership in both the ho~se and the 
Senate have come fdrward with bills that will achieve those 
goals. That is whcS.t we are fighting for,. and that is what 
this bus ride, what!. the stories, what all of the moving 
accounts Health Right have brought to us, really add up to. 

I ".
And it i~ my hope that not only will we see real 

health care reform ipassed, but that we as a nation will stand 
up and take responsibility for ourselves and our fellow 
citizens. And that!, finally, ordit:lar,y A~erican citizens and 
their needs will b~ given the support they require in this 
capitol. . I···., .:. . 

I think. ijt could happen. I think those of you who 
made these bus ridef moved us immeasurably' clo$er to the 
goal. If any of you doubt whether those .10 days or- 12 days 
was worth it, I hop~ you will remember that you were making 
history. And I hop~ you will continue to work and reach out 
to your friends. and neighbors.• 

Don't let any member of Congress cast a vote that 
they think gives th~m a free ride. Make sure every single 
member knows you wiIlI hold them accountable. Thank you very 
much. (ApplaUSe). \. . 

. A PARTICIPANT: Let me tell you how much we 
appreciate (inaudibie) •. But also let me say that 
(inaudible). . \. 

- A PARTICIPANT: As the First Lady is leaving, let 
me read what (inaudible) says. And that is, "Give 'em hell, 
Hillary." (Applaus~.) 

(End of iAterview.) 

* * * * * 
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