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I
Thank you so much. lIt has been such ,a pleasure for me to 

Ihave all of you here and to have a chance to greet each of you 
individually because it is something that I care very much about 
that all of you havecomm~tted yourselves to this club and to the 
principles ,and to the parfy for which it stands. (And I would 
like to thank Barbara for Iher leadership and for all pf you who 
have led this club over the years. I was recently reading Lindy 
Boggs' wonderful book. Artd some of you may know Lindy was a 

• • I •pres1dent of th1s club. ~he wrote about one of the many t1mes 
that Mrs. Roosevelt,was scheduled to speak, and Mrs. Roosevelt 
spoke so many times at th~ club over the course of the years that 

• I.. •she was F1rst Lady, that when L1ndy asked Ed1th Helms, who had 
been 'Mrs. Roosevelt's soci1al secretary I to introduce her, Mrs. 
Helms said, "What is therel

, left to say?" .And, so Lindy said she 
told her well, don'tworrYtl, I'm sure something will·come to mind. 
And when the time came to introduce Mrs. Roosevelt, Edith Helms 
stood up and simply said, ," She' is here. II . " 

Well, I would liketo1 .say, "We are' here" and we are going to 
continue to speak out, as ~o many of you have done for so many 
years, on behalf of the is'sues and concerns that join us 
together, that make us oem'ocrats, that give us· a view about what 
we think can and will be dbne for the betterment of our country 
in the future. 1. ' 

I also want to thank the club for the very nice reception 
that you had given me lastl year,' and for the gift of the trees 
that several of your offic~rs and membera, representing all of 
you, came and we planted one day in the ~ll. And I hope that, 
not this Spring, certainlyl the following spring, they will be in 
full bloom and all of you ~ill be able to come and see them. I 
also hope that I will be able ,to comeback to the club at some' 
point and'have a chance tolmakeanother foray ~nto issues with 
all of you. ,I . . ', .• ' I 

'I was doing a radio interview this afternoon with a radio 
program in Philadelphia, and the person who was interviewing me 
asked me if I had ever thought of doing radiQ, and wouldn't it be 
.' • I • •) great 1f I were the f1rst F1rst Lady to do a rad10 program. And 

I said, like everything 'else, that people have either 
congratulated or accused mb .for being first, I am not. And. I 
went on to tell him andhi~ listeners that Mrs. Roosevelt aed had 
a radio program wh'ichwas broadcast from the club. So I think 
that there are so many reaSons for us to ,celebrate this club and 
its tradition, and alsotolremind all ,of 'us about the many, many 
members who have come ,before and the contributions they have 
made. 



. I 	 b t .As you ml.ght guess, II have thought a lot a ou Mrs. 
\ 

Roosevel.t in the last two 1years, and I h.ave' found great comforte, in much 	of what she wrote and said about her time in the White 
House. I've also found some consolation in the fact that nearly

• 	 I • .. every terrl.ble thing that has been sal.d about any Fl.rst Lady has 
been said about other Fir$t Ladies. And Mrs. Roosevelt took the 
brunt. I have a button id my political button collection which 
says, "I don't like Eleandr either." . . 

.' "I I 
But what I most admire about ,Mrs. Roosevelt. is the way she 

'" 	 kept going, perservering day after day, on behalf of ~ beliefs 
about what she could do t9 make a contribution to our country.
lUld she did, things that, i,f ~heyhad been done in today's 
atmosphere, would,witt,t the: kind of 24 hour,media satu:r;ation,would 
have been so extraordl.narYI we would all stl.ll be shakl.ng from ' 
their reverberations. But she was able, over her years of ' 
service, to always keep he~ eye on the goals that she believed' 
were right, and how she irlitendedto pursue them, which is, I 
think, good advice, for all of us. And she encouraged women, 
which I greatly appreciate - women like all of us in this room of 
all ages, all backgrounds, different races, .different·ethnic 
traditions, and ,particular:ly young women - to value political 
action as a way of making 'lif~ better for people. She said once, 
"It is not enough to. WiSh'l however earnestly, to bring these ' . 
things about. You have to be involved." And it is the ideal of 
citizenship that she repre~ented, and that ,all of you stand for 
because of your commitment to the politcal life of our democracy 
that I want to salute. 

,And I particularly want to thank those of you who.volunteer 
at the White House. We coUld not open the doors without you. 
Those who are in the correspondence sections, those who answer 
the comment Line, who filII in for staff all over'the White House, 
we are eternally grateful, I because literally'this house, this 
office could not run without your help.' . 

. 	 1" .' 

And I want to end;with a few of my favorite quotes from Mrs. 
Roosevelt. One that I par~icularly like: "Friendship with onis 
s,elf is all important, becfluse without it one cannot be friends 
wlthanyone else in the world." I think that's important because 
no matter what we do in our lives, staying true toourselv~s and 
having a sense of what our Iown direction is,will in the end 
determine whether or not we have lived a life that satisfies our 
own measurements. And I think she knew that and reminded us of 
it. 

, 
I
I 

.' 
This is another one II like: "I have spent years of my life 

in opposition and I rather I like the role." Now I hope that we 
will not spend years in opposition, but there are very important 
responsibilities for those I in opposition. I know that this .club 
will be helping the Democratic party fulfill those 
responsibilities. I 
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i 
And finally, my last two: One of her most famous..,. lilt is 

better to light a candle ti-hen to curse the darkness. 1f I thinke- that is one of her best pieces of advice to all· of us, no matter 
what circumstances we find ourselves in. And the one that I keep 
on my desk: "If you put a woman in hot water she is a lot like a 

. I . 
tea bag - the hotter the water the stronger she gets." 

Thank you all! I . 


