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. : ‘ -'REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY " ’
. FOR LEAGUE OF  UNITED .LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS
e (LULAC) WASHINGTON D.C. B

MRS CLINTON. For nearly 70 years LULAC has been a’
'v01ce of progress. not only for. hlspanlcs but for all o
Americans who care about fa1rness, opportunlty, and n P

.'compass1on. Nearly every s1gn1f1cant soc1al crusade of the‘u

* last half- century|bears ‘the stamp of LULAC: vot1ng r1ghts,‘"'
- the expansion’ of educatlonal opportunltles,,falr ‘housing, o
.civil rights, to name just ‘a few -of the accompllshments your

: Lo Although the Pres1dent could not be here th1s T
geVenlng to tell you in’ person, he is part1cularly grateful o
- for the energetlc support that. you have given health care"
" reform over the: last 20 months. You have. always- understood*\
.- - the 1mportance of|health care reform for chlldren, for '
;famllles, for alllof us. ~ -
Eo _ And T want to- absolutely assure you that our i
‘commitment  to. hea&th care ‘reform stands as firm as ever, and

we will together make sure that every s1ngle Amerlcan from" :g'-'

- San'Diego to. Puerto Rico to6 Maine to. Alaska/to Hawa11 has
~ access -to quallty“ comprehens;ve, affordable health care in R
th1s (1naud1ble) - S : e ~
' h,” You know, as we look forward to ‘a ‘new century
== and it’s a. little daunting, . 1sn't it, to realize. that we-
‘are five and a-half years away from a new century -- we see a
world as compllcated andfchallenglng as it -has ever been, a’
world. of perll and promlse. But we also. See- the.« o
.+ .extraordinary. opportunlty Amerlcans have to face the new.
L challenges that awa1t us.{f;-- L o
: X My husgand ran for the Pres1dency, and'many of you .
o in th1s room helped Him on that journey, because he belleved
that by . 1nvest1ng in -our. greatest resource, our’ people, we -
-+ .can build a- world of peace ‘and. prosperlty in which all N :
" ‘Americans.’ have the opportunity to fulfill" the1r God- g1ven :
- potentlal. To do that, we must make d1vers1ty our strength
not our burden.‘ff o n-:' ': P : e
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f{ - We mustlunlte our country, not permlt the v01ces of -

s

lelSlveness to: d1v1de us. We must. .stand together to. restore

'the values. that you ‘as the ‘leaders of LULAC have always stood
. for: . family,. communlty,‘self-rellance, opportunity, and -
7" responsibility. - And we . need only ‘look to the founders of

1LULAC for 1nsp1ratlon.( ‘ S

/.:"
SRR

When. Ben Gazza was 15 years old hls father dled

- he had to’ qut hlgh school to work and ‘help: support hls
:jmother and six: s1bllngs.- He. worked as a waiter in"a’ "‘ o
- . restaurant. and saved enough money to put’the -other’ xids ...
v.:through school. But he kept worklng, and he- kept -saving, and
. soon-he had enough to invest in the" restaurant and- become a“,"
[{“partner ‘and eventually to become- one -of the leadlng o
"bus1nessmen 1n Corpus Chrlstl.;;a o : .

; ; : "‘:'”ll'*‘ : S :
Some years after he helped found" LULAC he came to

\igWashlngton.. Thlslwas more -than .a half-century ago. . He came .
" to protest 1mm1gratlon p011c1es. Even with all of hls )

p,personal success whlch was built on his own and his famlly’s

" .years of hard. work and determlnatlon, he .never lost sight of.
‘his respon51b111t1es to the larger communlty Today, -the | :
vleadershlp of. LULAC and all of you are, entrusted w1th helplng S
to carry forward that rlch 1egacy., - j.

7

"5¢ L " And I w%uld like to congratulate your leadershlp

and partlcularly your president for the vision'and commitment "
‘she brings to this important- position. * And'I would llke to
thank all the members of LULAC, all of theé ‘individuals. and

local counsel’ who together keep alive the- hopes and dreams

‘that prompted the[Ben Gazzas: and others of our history to
e make this organlzatlon in the. flrst place one commltted to
;fthe betterment of all people.~

"\
N

Thlnk of the court battle that LULAC waged ‘in the 5

M“3ear1y 1950s to ensure that Hlspanlc Americans . .could sit -on.
" . juries in. Texas.% Or think of the fight for school '~ . . ..
Orange County in the 1940s that" served as f”fi“

. one of the precursors ‘to Brown versus Board of Educatlon and .

'i;*helped to tear . down demeanlng rac1a1 stereotypes.-},a; B lu

desegregation in:

».i
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. : That 1; a 1egacy\that everyone can be so proud of '
because one of those lessons that LULAC glves toall of us is
‘that: the march for social progress s not . always easy ~The" .
~journey that we are on, whether it be for health care reform

©,or- any ‘other 1mportant progre551ve 1ssue, 1s one that
requlres al contlnulng effort.a e o ;;‘W,‘w,.
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These were not always popular crusades.f Often they

A”met w1th very. strong resistance from the. status. quo. ,But
.._-Tthrough patlence and hard work progress. was made, and justlce
g.jprevalled ‘and’ Amerlca was a better country because of" your

efforts. 5' - ‘x|~-' R _ Co .

Thlnk of the LULAC women who year after year held

\tamaiadas - tama%adas.

I’m always 11sten1ng to pres1dents of one gender or

"another.‘ A Texas ' version of a- baké sale. And’ I’ll bet 'some
. of you have done. that.. I"for my own purposes have baked f
" “cookies in the past. You don’t sell cookles,.you sell
.\ftamales, ‘but “for- a good cause, ko’ ralse money for B
'\;scholarshlps for promlslng young students.

- . L
And thlnk of all the work that has gone into"

,Qhelplng to ‘give job tralnlng and counsellng to literally .

~hundreds 'and' hundreds " of.students. These efforts at the.

©. grass roots level}are all worthwhlle because they are L R
.ebulldlng blocks o; progress that’ can be put one on .top of the,3,”[1
other to make sure there is still always a ladder|, a walkway

of opportunity that others wlll be able to flnd thelr way.

& |
’

L T If we help make any of. our fellow c1tlzens more -

;‘;respon51ble, prov1de more opportunltles, then we are helplng

all -of us. - It 1sfso 1mportant in today’s polltlcal climate

.o to- repeat over . .and .over. again. that. helping each: other is not
.'just the right thlng to do, it is the smart thing to do,"
. because if ‘we have’ a very good 1n1t1at1ve for young -people.at
'.‘LULAC ‘Where young people -are’ deterred from llves of violence”
.or 'gangs; - that is! not only good for them, that is good for.

'all of us. . And it is that kind of, understanding about how . '
‘ 'fcommunltleSAare’knltted together that ‘is so crltlcal 1n these‘ T
S tlmes. T . N »}.« : . :

o I saw skme statlstlcs recently that showed that the

. largest populatlon group among Hispanic Americans is chlldren
under the age of five. I saw another statlstlc that showed
‘that Hispanic chlhdren are much more: llkely than- they should -
" to.be living.in poverty . Now, these statistics should not

|

~ Just make us wring our hands, they should make us sound the |
*.‘alarm, ‘because aﬂl of us, "if ‘we know that everyone s chlldren

. .are our respon51b111ty, we then w111 take’'actions. in our own
.~ private and, publﬂc llves to make opportunltles avallable to

~all chlldren.iyj-uc, e LR .
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That means ‘we w1ll cont1nue to work on ‘the. agenda )
that is before the country ‘today.- We are. mak1ng progress.
The economy is recover1ng We. have 'seen more jobs,. and we

\Lhave seen- jobs f1nally beg1nn1ng to grow in places where they .”
.~ .. were- not common enough “That. doesn’t mean everyone ‘has ‘the
if’;-job they deserve,'but 1t means we are on the r1ght track..

P -.r: We have watched as’ 15 mllllon work1ng Amerlcan

f,famllles have- been takKen off. the federal income tax rolls so
~they are no longer tempted by welfare. ‘Think-: of the’ mllllons
" of H1span1c families:and other ‘families around this’ country >_.“
for whom work was‘not a good propos1tlon, although they d;d ;

1t

They got up every day, and they wondered why they :

- ,'dld' because some of‘thelr fr1ends or nelghbors could be.on
o welfare w1thout hav1ng ‘to work and they ‘were- hav1ng to pay

the taxes that supported those friends: and ne1ghbors.f‘Weu_u*‘

' have to make work’pay aga1n for average Amerlcans./

And thls Pre51dent is commltted to, doing- that. 'So.

”taklng 15 mllllon working: fam111es off -the tax: rolls ‘so. that

when' they ‘serve - your ‘food in the restaurant ‘they get to ‘put -

‘more of  that- money in the1r own pocket to take care of thelrf“

chlldren is a b1g step forward R N

It is" also 1mportant that we educate every child.

+ ' And that means becdause we now will have. hundreds of thousands$;~ W
.. of ‘more children 1n Head Start across. this country more. e
‘children w1ll have the opportun1ty to. get a. good beg1nn1ng
“’.before they even start school -

e

And theh we wlll f1nally have, because ‘we have a

m‘_.good educat1on agenda that’s been passed by" th1s Congress,
o ,opportun1t1es for| young rpeople ‘who .do. ‘not go 6n_to college. .-

I am tired of all,the attentlon that is- pa1d only to the’

, Ayoungsters, llke most of us in this room, who- go on to. four=
' year. colleges.{ ‘Tet’s’ start. paying attention .to the.good,
f;decent young peopﬁe 'who. graduate from h1gh school ‘and need

‘some job tra1n1ng|and some skllls to get the k1nd of jObS;(
,they deserve to h

ave. o

‘ /

And because of the Presldent’s change 1n the '“w'

_rystudent ‘loan- program, 20 mllllon more Amerlcan students w111
< be e11g1ble for college loans at. low 1nterest,rates th1s

year. - Now, that .meéans llterally hundreds of thousands’ of o
youngsters wlll be able to go- to college for the f1rst t1me.
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'Also, many youngsters will have a. chance to be part of the :
new domestic. Péace Corps called Amer1Corps, 20,000 this first - .

year, grow1ng in ‘the next 'several years to 120,000, serv1ng

in the communlty and earnlng money togo to college. . "_ .
o -In Texas alone the communlty serv1ce program the L

domestic Peace. Corps last year has helped to immunize 100, 000

fr;young Texas chlldren.‘ So" the. young people who .are in e :
k'Amer1Corps get‘the benefit of actually helping people, andﬂwe B
, get problems solved throughout the country.r. , e

And 1f you also worry, ag. I do 'about the

hcondltlons in whlch our children are llVlng, ‘then we. ought to}A
- be SO grateful that we flnally have a Pre51dent who .doés more .,

than just talk about crime. - .That crime bill’ tookf51x years'
to get passed. And it ‘was flnally passed ‘because we had a

. ‘President tough enough to stand up to the Natlonal lele :
."As5001at10n."*» v . . S -

And LULAC supported the crime blll. And 1t's g01ng3~

7,

fto put more pollce on ‘the streets.  It’s going to lock up and. .
_throw' away’ the key for v1olent offendérs. It is going to -
‘make a-big difference in how,we punish’ criminals. .But it - c
"will. also: glve uslsome tools: to work with our young. people tO']‘?~

prevent crime. . And that is g01ng ‘to be Very 1mportant in alll‘

“

- .80 there are 80’ many thlngs that are happenlng that”fﬂf*
. Tf‘you have had a role in. .. You have- helped to: ensure basic .
“’,.rlghts with the motor" voter bill, and when the .administration . -
_‘drgued in® federal|court to " expand the 1nterpretatlon of the
.Voting Rights Act;, LULAC was there prodding us on.. And when

_the Président. authorlzed -a nationwide 1nvestlgatlon of | C
..discrimination- by flnanc1a1 institutions in the area of home
mortgages, that’s]another issue LULAC has cared about

'\

And the{Pre51dent 1s also maklng naturallzatlon ‘a

S top priority of the INS to ensure the contlnuatlon of legal .
, flmmlgratlon whllefcombattlng 111egal 1mm1grat10n. That is
vv,the klnd of evenhanded approach that we need to have.

!
y - So, ‘as. we ‘look at what ve have worked on’ together,

.what LULAC has stood for for'a half a. century,»I think we can -
see a lot of progress that is belng made. But ‘we also know

- that there are many struggles that- stlll confrontius. We' '
" have ‘to: always flght for the. pr1n01ple that we are stronger
jtogether than d1v1ded.. We have to always stand up for our“
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bellef that Amerlca in: “its great d1vers1ty is. a source of
'-strength And we |have' to. recognlze that the most important .

commltment we have is to the next generatlon., That should,be'
where we put our energy ;-'\ . K .-’ T ‘

: Our chlﬂdren deserve the best we can g1ve them.’ .
" And’ that means that from the very beg1nn1ng, from the R :r{l
pregnancy of the1r mothers through their schoollng, we have
to treat every chﬂld .as though that’ child were our ownh. . And
when we think- llke that then we' know we will continué the & ~
fight.to ensure opportunltles and to ask. for respons1b111ty '
:ﬁ from every 51ngle Amerlcan.![, ‘-.:-. L AU o, ,,‘}f

Tackllng complex problems takes t1me. -We haVevto'
be patlent., ‘But..we can .never give up In the last few weeks
people have asked|me whether I am g01ng to cont1nue to work..
for health. care ‘reform. ‘And.my answer, whether or not it

. reads the: same 1n‘the next. day s paper, is, always ‘the same, o
‘because I know, as; many of you," that I stand at the end-of a " .

'"~flllne of. _people who were' w1lllng to make sacr1f1ces for - me.‘5I

come from parentsfwho belleved in 'the American dream., My
.mother never went‘to college, but she always expected me to
go. to college.,. . : ' : . i
: P I know what 1t 1s to be pr1v1leged in-: Amerlca. 'Andi
I am grateful for |all of .the" bless1ngs +that ! have been . v
bestowed .upon me," . But-coming.. from. that k1nd of’ background I .
' feel an obllgatlon always to, reach back out 'and, do what I can =~ |
to- help others have the same: opportunltles that T, take for I
‘granted. - So of - course I w1ll cont1nue to -work on health care:
.reform.n',ﬁu s ,~,w g : :
I w1ll contlnue to work on: 1t untll every Chlld \

,whether that Chlld llves along the Rio ‘Grande -or whether that
"child 1lives: in Los Angeles -or whether that child 11ves N
_ anywhere, anywhere in this* country, that that child has the.V
s Same right to be born healthy 'and to live a healthy life:as
my daughter does, because I belleve that part of our m1ss1on
.on th1s earth ‘is. to g1ve back the bless1ngs that all of us

have enjoyed p”y RO

.o

And I am grateful for organlzatlons llke LULAC that?”-
cont1nue to\f1ght|year in. and year out'to expand o
‘opportunltles ‘for, every s1ngle Amerlcan. “And I -am. grateful 7“
“for your contr1butlon to our mutual journey together._ Thank
you so much - R : | o R
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