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14‘“Q” I guess my f1rst questlon, Mrs. VCllnton.—— WIlng

‘you be involved in’ the health ‘care reform issue ‘in 1995 ‘and

are there any lssues ‘concerning health care that were ralsed

.sjythls year that w111 not be appllcable next year°

'

"'ﬂ J". MRS CLINTON Towills be 1nvolved as’will be the

k admlnlstratlon because the PreSIdent rémains comm1tted to
"fhealth care reforms The exact route that he will. .u‘.f”

N

Cee take has not been dec1ded yet Those

dlscuSSIOns will. beg1n in earnest now ' that the Congress is
:receSSIng, but the‘problems ‘that. prompted the President to -
”cons1der health care reform are ‘hot -going: away. and already
- there are ‘many, who ‘are:- wr1t1ng that .they will begin to

worsen.. 'So that although:we have ‘the’ finest medical care In’
the’ world w1th the f1nest doctors and hospltals and nurses,

we have an lnadequate overly bureaucrat1c financing system
.>that takes too- many dollars away from de11ver1ng health care.
. 80 there. w111 be a continuing effort on the part, of this “i
' »admlnlstratlon to. address health care and’ I belleve we w111
-T{see some: progress Lo in 1995 : : :

Q Wlll you take a leadershlp role aga1n and the

'ksame type of pOSItlon° S . A

A “ \-“t

Cor e MRS CLDNTON . Yes I w111 ‘be, 1nvolved . I don’t

know. ‘that "it will be. any different pOSltlon because I: w111

attempt to. ‘travel [around -the country and speak: out and be, g:‘
avaIlable to work eon- behalf of. whatever the adm1nlstratlon

'.dec1des to ‘do, just as I did’ thlS year '\That is somethlng
- I'n personally very ‘committed to ‘and certalnly after hav1ng
‘spent the morning. at St. -Jude’s, where every child is- taken .
- care  of: and, where'all expenses for the entlre famlly durlng a

p'tlme of catastrophlc lllness I am- even more comm1tted to -
‘.d01ng what I can tomake sure\every ch11d 1n Amerlca hasx

.-‘i'_’ . LT
MORE.-‘, ‘ :
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;access to the quallty of health care we have avallabble in”
,‘places llke St Jude. o : . . ,

' broadly w1th the Amerlcan people aga1n. ,

s £ o o . R “I:: Lo ) -/_ PN . ©

N

. .szy--- Do’ you have any 1nrtersst 1n breaklng th1ngs(
out, expandlng coverage to, 'say, ‘children and pregnant.women

S:.flrst ~expanding: Medlcare to them? Or are you. Stlll look1ng
“at a morefunlversal approach‘> =

. -
,A

MRS CLINTON We really have the- bottom-llne

;commlttment that the President laid.out of. worklng to. ensure_h
‘coverage- for everyone ‘at an  affordable .cost. The .means of

getting there and how it will be- done' will:be discussed over

.~ the next several months, so ‘T cannot at this time answer your .
) questron. ‘But certalnly as the: adm1n1stratlon, as’ members’ of .

Congress, as others who care about health care reform. beg1n
to look at what the options are, we. will be dlscu551ng that

.'\

Q But 1n response to 128 (1naud1b1e) by House oo

“fmembers N R L S “ﬁ

MRS CLINTON'V T am not good at’ offerlng -- our'

Thusbands and. ourselves and’ that’s. what I’'vé tried to do.: 8o -

I w1ll cont1nue to play many different roles .which I- think
.. . 1is’ approprlate g1ven the great opportunltles that come. w1th .
’?.belng 1n th1s p051tlon.“ L _ o L

SR B l : | . .

Q Mrs. Cllnton, the Wall Street Journal and others :

- -had a. lead story abobut political -- Democratlc polltlcal

, \_,candldates dlstanc1ngtthemse1ves from “the Whlte House, . :

. running scared-. Every cartoonlst in "the country,‘lncludlng
' 'this one is doing s1m11ar cartoons about them trying to
,“dlstance themselves" I talked to Jim Sasser today, and. he .
- says’ 1t’s somethlng'scary golng on out there. ‘Do, you feel IR
" that: there is. someth1ng scary golng on, and 1f so, what is o

R .o . , \_« ._‘., ‘-._.'

1t‘> T o o

MRS CLINTON° I don’t know that I would

icharacterlze it qulte like .Senator. ‘Sasser did, although I
_‘thlnk I have an 1dea of- what he means. . It’s puzzllng ‘that-
‘given the state of the economy, which is.-improving but not.
_yet where .it needs to be, but certa1nly better than it was ’
- .before the Pre51dent was e1ected that there is so much

1nsecur1ty in people = llves that is.being- really ‘acted out .
in thelr opp051tlon to«much of what they :see 1n -a polltlcal
scene..~ o I : ; :

" MORE:
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0T th1nk 1t’s espec1ally puzzl1ng s1nce 1f you look
at what has been - accompl1shed by. th1s President, ‘vice - -
- President and Congress in the- last 20 months,! there s been
- "much ‘more ach1eved .than people either seem to know or have
‘H_really had occas1on to study that. N : : .
B B o S R
, - | see as . the obl1gat1on of Democrats 1s as 1t :
1always is in.a campa1gn, ‘and that is to talk with people and
+.demonstrate. clearly what the choices are.. And certa1nly,,
_when the Republ1cans lined up, as- they d1d to sign; ‘the -
'""Contract for America". on .the steps of the Cap1tol the.
. choice is - stark. - Do ‘Wwe ‘continue w1th a’ budget that for. the -
‘first time’ is cuttrng spend1ng, $255 billion, e11m1nat1ng

”,hgvgovernment programs, reduc1ng the def1c1t° t-__ - : \V*'

Y [

o _ S _
5 For the th1rd year in a row the def1c1t wlll go R

. down, wh1ch has not happened Since’ Harry . Truman' was SN '
fpres1dent. ,or, do]we return to the kind of economic pollc1es o
"““that brought us a trillion doliar def1c1t and. which - | '
r‘c-undermlned the. manufactur1ng and economic base in .so, many
sectors of our- country’ I think one that choice : is’ posed,

. despite all'of the. rhetor1c, there’s golng to be a- real

. jopportun1ty for Democrats to make a very strong case. K

Q Mrs. Cllnton,.Jlm Cooper, who is runnlng for the o

' Senate seat ‘which was held by Vice President Gore, he’s
ﬂhav1ng a tough t1me|w1th th1s race. Does the Clinton- .
administration, speak1ng for it loosely,‘feel any kind-of
responsibility’ thatxhe s hav1ng such a d1ff1cult t1me because. ,
‘of criticism he got’from the adm1n1stratlon for com1ng out
R w1th an alternat1ve health care blll° ' e

" MRS. CLINTON Well we are support1ng Congressman _H”*‘

'Cooper, and as you- know, ‘the’ V1ce President has already been

". -here and we.are golng to do whatever Congressman .Cooper

y:thlnks would be helpful in"his race. Because desp1te any . L
”:d1fferences, ‘the fact is. that: Congressman ‘Cooper was wllllng
.. to step forward and‘become involved in the d1scu551on about

' - health care reform. He- did not stand on.the sidelines and
~point- f1ngers, and. Iook for excuses about. how we could not -
"face our. problems...He had a_plan,.and’ I regret. that his plan

. and the Pres1dent’s plan and others: who actually came forward i
.V wWith- proposals did. not get the opportunlty that I thought '

.. everyone would:to debate them and reach some kind. of. aﬂ,f
~ consensus about what we should do PR *.:,.ﬂ.“

‘ But certa1nly, Congressman Cooper 1s a real player:i\

. . 4._‘ ‘l . 3 L ) ) ‘(.. :\
co B MORE S
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‘-who was w1111ng to stake out p051tlons and f1ght for those .
_p051tlons. VI th1nk .that’s to’ hlS beneflt ‘and it would make '

for a good'. senator|for Tennessee.: Because’ what we need in '
LWashlngton are notlpeople who, just cr1t1c1ze and talk, ‘but .
. people who"are w1lllng to- roll ‘up their sleeves’ and try to-

solve problems,:and I belleve he wlll do that.

; -

| ’ ' .
Q Mrs. Cllnton, are you fam111ar w1th Tennessee s '

"(1naud1ble) Health Care Program’ E

MRS CLINTON" Yes, (1naud1ble)

B Q T was wonderlng how closely are you and the:

lpadmlnlstratlon watch1ng that. program ahd monitoring - rt to. ——fi;x"
'-as a p0551b1e model in natlonal health care reform’ L

MRS CLINTON" We re look1ng at it very closely,-

;fand are encouraged'by the results that are belng reported. . .
We’ accelerated the. wa1ver ‘that made ‘Tenncare- p0551b1e. Again, -

this is a:stark dlﬁference ‘with the previous. administrations.

‘W.JThere was a- lot of: talk ‘about state. author1ty over: programs,'.
T"butlvery llttle actlon._ But ‘under the’ Clinton - :

admlnlstratlon states have been g1ven ‘much greater 1at1tude '

“in carving out waivers. to federal law so that they, can-

experlment in. dellverlng health care,,welfare reform and -

x_other 1ssues llke that L ,.Q

F"A.

And w1th respect to Tenncare,_we are. looklng at it’

‘very. closely because in the conversatlons I’ve had personally
With: Governor McWherter, ‘the 1dea that we could save money
“through better managlng Med1ca1d ‘and making health care

available to' the uninsured. w1thout lowerlng quallty is
exactly what health'reform is /aiming. to :accomplish. So we.

;wlll contlnue to. work w1th Tennessee and closely watch what
1s occurrlng.»__v N _tht_ _\j R - .

And I hope that thé people of Tennessee apprec1ate:'

:what an 1mportant 1ssue this is in’ the gubernatorlal

o electlon, because thls experlment if it is going to'bear
fruit, needs to be contlnued. /And certalnly the/Democratlc
Tnomlnee for governor is w1111ng to ‘say that this will

contlnue and his Republlcan opponent ~as I~ have beeén: adv1sed

4",1s not at thlS p01nt ‘whi¢h would be-a great loss to’

Tennesseée; : ‘but” also for the. ent1re natlonal effort to see

": -what works.__

< ,“\,4' /

.
“U/Q ‘If nlnety f1ve percent of all Tennesseans are ,"
- . 4 . " L e
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golng to be covered by the Tenncare program, (1naud1ble)

N _certalnly leave 1t .up to the states to have some kind of*

. . ‘ '
: .
E ) ,
b . ~
'

states: r1ghts, why!should (1naud1ble) .be involved and why
should we 'in, Tennessee worry about a natlonal health care

‘. program’> ﬁ'~, P ..'-’:

N i . . . ' ! ‘\ : a - N
-~ MRS CLINTON. Well 1f 1ndeed you can cover 95 o
percent wh1ch is: somethlng that we'’re work1ng with’ officials -
'in Tennessee, to mon1tor and to\understand how effectlve the
coverage is; that’ is certalnly a major step forward. But:
there are federal- dollars in TennCare.  You could not have

g~/done ‘Tenncare’ w1thout federal dollars., So the federal\ﬂ

government alreadyils 1nvolved. S | _ _
. "And partrof what the objectlve of health careA ' -
reform is to make sure there 1s a stable" bas1s of- health’ care_
. coverage. -And onelof the 'issues we have to’ look at. with”

Tenncare or with' any of the states that are experlmentlng 1sA S

whether  in the absence of natlonal health care reform, those

. model programs w1ll be able to cont1nue.;\

; : "It is. one th1ng to change the env1ronment 1n a .
state for a short perlod of time. : It .is an entlrely " ’
dlfferent challenge to be able: to- ma1nta1n ‘it -over: t1me if ,
the states around you .do not do so, 1if the federal governmentu
changes pollcy whlch undermlnes the capac1ty of a’ state to

" contlnue what 1t is dolng in the dellvery of services.

s

|

So Tennessee has a- b1g stake in. natlonal health
“care reform because of ‘the federal government’s 1nvolvement
. in. the dellvery of. health care in Tennessee, as it is.
,1nvolved throughoutlthe country L :
i Ca e -
Q Before|we jump into polltlcs, ‘(inaudible) -
newspaper part1cu1arly " I hear a- lot of criticism from -
Republlcan 1eaders,!1n part1cu1arly Haley Barbour, in recent
days:-and they’re- all saying that the ‘Clintons campalgn as

;+ "New Democrats" and the" governlng is- old Democrat.p Is there
~ any va11d1ty to that°,' . : :

N

. ¢ | - MRS. CLINTON' ‘Well, I’d like to know .what his |
example is.. If it 1s old Democrat to. bring down the def1c1t“

+.1 .when both old.and new Republicans couldn’t get it done, then','

- I think that’s probably a good th1ng ‘But T don’t know <
exactly ‘what he’s referrlng to. 'I hear a lot ‘of loose talk
about old ‘and new, and left and r1ght but what. this k;,”
Pres1dent and Vace Pre51dent are comm1tted to 1s solv1ng
: - R ‘ A :
e MORE ;’



‘Rush lebaugh andxpeople llke that that kind of get on that;Q‘V\

[ P ey
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problems.;ﬁ . o R }'f:”:";';:ﬂ,‘@;

And I bealeve that what you ve seen. -~ and there

. was a- recent artlcle,'I think. ‘today ‘in "the Wall. Street
- Journal --. 'is a very centrlst malnstream approach to
A,‘problem-solv1ng.,;f,’.~ S

P ""?‘
i .

It is unfortunate that the rhetorlc of the

.

JffRepublican Party 1s tooc. often. unexamlned and is not analyzed

suff1c1ently. ‘Because if you get behind ‘it, what they ve
complalned about 31nce the ‘day Bill Cllnton ‘and Al Gore came

~ to town’is that they did not’ have the pres1dency anymore.’
* And the ‘basis ‘of thelr attacks are motivated by. polltlcal and .
. economic greed andtare really based 1n 1deologlcal ; L

?-obstructlonlsm.. 1 o'xt o

,‘.~_‘A=

They can't go out and say "we re upset because we L

" no- longer ‘have the'! presxdency."‘ So 1nstead they and thelr

' allies come out. and say, "Well, these two men, who are known'
.to be New Democrats with: centrlst pollc1es; have ‘somehow lost.
their’ way." “But I'don't know what they’re talking about ' ‘and ‘

. I’d be glad to talk 1ssue by 1ssue andfanswer any of the ‘

'-~charges they make.qu;~ : . e ~

. “ff;‘-d \Mrs.(cllnton, T wonder about Pat Robertson, and

~- what you’ve talked about. .What do you 4;\What do you see

‘as. thelr problem w1th the admlnlstratlon and how does that

affect you° . “
r-«'

?55*""f" MRS. CLINTON: Well, I thifk that a‘lot of the ,7'

Republicdans and’ thelr allles are operatlng ‘from ‘the p01nt of .

\5v1ew that the. Democrats --_ahnd partlcularly Bill: Cllnton and-

Al Gore,~who are- NeWw Democrats. and are young,-v1gorous

N

/-act1v1st leaders -~*don't have. any - right to be 'in-the White.

-House. I thlnk 1f you just Strlp 1t all down, that's what 1t

comes to.

. "w : L . ;
And that the 1ssues whlch are really at the heart o

;:of what, 1t meansﬂtoibe a New Democrat, 1ssues hav1ng to de:

.. with . empowerlng people to make dec151ons in their own 11ves,‘;
' issues. hav1ng to . ‘do; w1th fiscal respon51b111ty and arlthmetlc.*
.. that adds up in thelfederal budget  are ones that any
«g‘thoughtful analy51s of would. conclude that the pre51dent and
-wthe Vice Pres1dent are on the rlght s1de of . A

W

| \ R R
But that is 1rrelevant to the Republlcans and thelr

l i o
N

"f-g ol MORE .~'
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.‘fallles because what they want 1s the Wh1te House back and

what they want are,polltlcal victories. “Look what happened

' yesterday with lobbylng reform. .Now I ‘happen. to . believe that

~

yy the vast majority of- Amerlcans are in favor’ of some kind of -
o lobbylng reform. . I th1nk\that was ‘one of the - messages of’ the

‘election. ' The: Republlcans make a decision that they re golng

to block® lobby1ng reform because they don’t want to g1ve thlS __,:‘
: fadm1n1stratlon any more leglslatlve v1ctor1es.\

-”;'ﬁ_ So what you have on the floor of the Senate;b-7

'jyesterday is a. flllbuster that -effectively- killed lobby1ng
- ..reform, with- one of the”Republlcan senators leav1ng the

"chamber: and. g01ng out to these cheers of lobbylsts. Now I ..
don’'t’ th1nk that’s 'what the’ American people want, but that 1s
what is happenlng 1n Washington w1th this very. well P w

A .

”jorchestrated dlslnformatlon campa1gn and obstructlonlsm

And 1t 1s a d1ff1cult p051tlon for both the_.g :
Pre51dent and’ the V1ce .President because you "have a concerted
‘advocacy communlcatlons strategy that .combines - radlo talk:

. shows, who! get, faxes every day. from the Republlcan Natlonal
'V'Commlttee,_some oflthe rad1cal rellglous r1ght broadcasters.

. ,| ~ '
_ You have the Republlcan Natlonal Comm1ttee w1th
”the1r own telev151on channel You’ve got all ‘that worklng,
“Just llterally pound1ng away at’ 1naccurate deplctlons of

'iﬁwhat’s happenlng in Washlngton, or at least 1ncomplete

,storles day after day N

L l'/And what you have in: the malnstream press 1s a
'de51re to be objectuve, wh1ch means” that " you present both -

,,J.51des. So, for example, w1th respect to an 1ssue,'someone. X
f'fwho reads the’ Commerc1al Appeal will get an accurate. .
ﬂfdeplctlon of what’s‘happenlng, ‘but.that’s. a one-day: story.. "
'~ Whereas,’ the’ radio and all the rest of the propaganda keeps T,

'flood1ng the @1rwaves and the d1rect mall 1 p;\ﬁ‘ NN

So I don’t th1nk 1t’s any. great surprlse that

: people are confusedi-and puzzled about what the’ adm1n1stratlon ~
stands for - and what: it has accompllshed - But that’s what.
y,electlons are for and that’s why I. belleve, now that. the )
ACongress is: rece551ng and- +you will .have the full attention of
j:the Pre51dent -and- the Vice: Pre51dent "and ‘the-

admlnlstratlon, wholare g01ng to be’ out there questlonlng a.

" lot of these’ claims; jand charges that have. flown unanswered by’
'(\/the Republlcans,.lt’s g01ng to. be a d1fferent polltlcal N

env1ronment in. a: month than 1t is- r1ght now.j'g
T !' o | . A - o
‘ / e MORE
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Q Mrs. Cllnton, you sald Mr.yGore and Mr. c11nton ‘

- are . stlll New Democrats pursuing Democratic’ reforms. Who are -

~the old Democrats and what reforms are they obstruct1ng°

MRS. CLINTON‘ﬁ Well I thlnk that there have been

N some tens1ons w1th1n the party about what direction we. should -

.‘be moving toward ‘And I think that doesn’t do any good for -
" the Democratlc Party for me "to call: any names,,so I don't

. intend to do  that.. But I think there has been a: working

.

h whlch they have champloned anyway.~

through of what some of these 1ssues are.\ NAFTA‘lS a perfectV
example. . . ! ,~. Crel el '
P \

Blll Cllnton and Al Gore took the p051tlon that

NAFTA was good for,Amerlcan jobs and Amerlcan workers, w1th ahﬂo
lot of opp051tlon 1n the Democratlc .Party, as you recall.” So.'
I think there-.are a number of .issues on Wthh their p051t10nsj

have not been the tradltlonal .ones that you would ‘find in a- :
‘more traditional Democratlc approach to solv1ng problems, but"

.!'v

. Q Wouldn’t that be a good example of Republlcans
not belng obstructlonlsts though ‘when they find an 1ssue o

" that they can solve. If you: look back they” have 1n fact

helped the- admlnlstratlon.( 'o; . S ‘-if*

R . r

MRS. CLINTON°’ Well they have not been an.

o obstructlonlst on every issue; I dldn't say that: But T

o

'certalnly in.the last ‘month,; they "have been obstructlonlst.

. And .I think they have said that. Senator Packwood is quoted

as saying, '"Of course, we killed health” care.~ ‘Now' the trick .
/is to make sure- our flngerprlnts are not on it."  So.I think
they have made. a. conscious political dec¢ision- to do '

K eVerything they coulld,- using the rules, particilarly: of ‘the hﬂ;:ﬁ;-

Senate, to prevent thls ‘administration from.' any more * R
leglslatlve achlevements, whether they agreed w1th them or,,'
not . ,"c .:-‘j. T o SR ‘_'ﬂ:~ oo
'?“f "~ “And. I thlnk part of the reason for that is 1f you
look at; the Congre551onal Quarterly analy81s of this
Congress, 1t has been.’ a’ remarkably productive, Congress.‘ :
“There are ar number of issues. that don’t ever seem to rlse to.
the level of peoplels 1nterest or" 1ntentlons, such as’ ‘g‘\

H

procurement reform, whlch is a huge issue, and the Vice. |,

- President- got- through the Congress Wthh save llterally

bllllons of dollars.:t',fye =,,; S
Q But\wouldn't you say because the House 1s ruled
MORE» ST
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: by Democrats, that 1t should be easier. to malntaln that 'y
‘(1naud1ble) of- the leglslatlon that the Whlte House ‘Has
'spearheaded through Congress’

REES MRS CLINTon-' T thlnk that’s a =~ an 1naccurate"
" way of descrlblng ithé s1tuat10nk1n the Senate. -If you have
- to- get 60 votes and you. don't have 60 Democrats, you don’‘t

“cohtrol the.- Senatet .S0 on-.any 81ngle issue, . whether it’s- the o

nomination of- an 1nd1v1dual for a certain. p051tlon or. whether.

. it’s a very 1mportant piece of 1eglslat10n like- 1obby1ng )

f'reform, a mlnorlty‘of the mlnorlty can ba51cally stop any ,
,actlon ,r‘_ . 1“ g ; . . '

Q You spoke earller w1th some prlde about the 5

’ﬂVPres1dent’s reductlon of the deflclt * There  are members of

fyour health care: task force that don’t believe we can have
~continued reductlon of the: deflclt and the ‘health care o
., program.- Do you belleve that the two are 1ncompat1ble7‘
) . MRS CLINTON" Absolutely The Pre51dent'
,prlnc1pal 1mpetus for moving health care so qulckly,

,because if you do- not reform health care, you cannot contlnue

T to reduce the def101t. LA1Y the work this Pre51dent did to

‘brlng about a budget that was responsible fiscally - and’ that
has led to three years of def1c1t reduction for the first

*'_tlme since Harry Truman, hewas saylng unless wve tackle the

problems of. healthicare costs. .86 they go hand in hand and
‘they have always been.part of the pre31dent’s health care-?
vireform agenda and w111 contlnue to be. ’ o

o Q Do you have any regrets about the way health
care tadk ‘force was structured.and functloned early last’

ixv-year, that if you had been  somehow more open, you would’ haVe

'.Agrev151on 1n our functlonlng

‘9yfrom the private sector, and they included . members of .

'*come out of 1t w1th‘a plan that had a broader proposal”

S MRS, CLINTON 1 regret that the way 1t functloned
owas™ so much mlsunderstood and that we dld not do ‘a better job
‘"of éither explalnlng ‘how it functloned or maklng some x

U There has never been a process of draftlng any :
plece of leglslatlon that included more people. ‘And those - .
”people were not- only ‘from the publlc sector, they were also
‘Congress s staff. The bill itself was’ drafted in the .
Congre581onal Offlce bulldlng by Congre881onal leglslatlve
,qdrafters.;g,;:~ . ‘ .

i
]
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R The proglem that we confronted 1n trylng to put

‘together a crash- program ‘to bring into one place all of. the,;“'
“analysis of the Amerlcan health ‘care system meant that we L
"certalnly worked very quickly and often - encouraged all
. different kinds of! p01nts of v1ew because we wanted to be -
‘. sure that. no p01nt|of view was overlooked. - ~That meant that

you had to ‘be extremely aware - .of how you' could meld together
these dlfferlng perspectlves,- - : )

Thlnk that the people worklng on that dld a very e

‘ good jOb in achleV1ng a workable,. defens1ble piece.of B
<1eg1slatlon that- accordlng to the Congres51onal Budget. Offlce

'Awould have reduced the- def101t in the ocut years, which was of

. 1ts objectlves, as well guarantee unlversal coverage ) ‘;

i : o
Part of our problem was that we dld not have an

“rnopportunlty to talk about a. 16t of what’ was, /going-on durlng
those . early’ months}because everybody was’ worklng .so ‘hard’ and

becduse the budget was: the. ‘primary.’ objectlve ‘of the

'wpadmlnlstratlon.‘ So health care had to take a back seat. It’“

could not have'been the primary focus. during the. first seven-

. Jor elght months of|the administration. But we always knew.37.
- that ‘once ‘we presented the bill, »there ‘would be . enormous;

‘fpubllc dlscu551on,1as there turned out - to be. ‘.'3' , ,.~.ﬂ]flh

u- *,

,learned a ot from. that process :; _“/‘ R

cholce were we g01ng to make substantlvely

Q,“‘ So I thlnk thlS 1dea that somehow thls blll was

jfdrafted 1n secret by thousands of people is a little blt hard
-to argue.- But I accept the fact that .for whatever ' -

combination of reasons,,people ‘had .the impression that was,f‘“

- so.. But evenif 1t were so, ‘the bill itself was publlc.  And’
“.all of the analyses behind. it was made - avallable to-any .
'member of Congress who asked for 1t. ‘:Mj‘ S “,_u:.g‘ L

RO

So there|had never . been a process llke that.

"'Usually bills are drafted- in somebody’s office and. you never\

know: who partlclpated in the draftlng of. the blll - 80 -We
\ . .,.;\‘1"1‘Y‘<

Q What went wrong w1th that (1naud1b1e)°

FE

z“;fh MRS CLINTON.' Oh, I thlnk that we" presented hard-

' cholces.‘ I mean, thlS is not a questlon of what. went wrong

with the: process, I|don't belleve,-lt's a questlon of . what f“

The pres1hent stood for unlversal coverage, whlchv

‘he belleves 1s the best approach for us to achleve as a .°
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ountry, because ﬂt’s not only the r1ght th1ng to do, toi~»
cover everybody, 4t’s also the smart economic decision: for
“the: country to make. Because unless everybody is covered
you cannot: control costs,. there will" always be cost sh1ft1ng
) And ‘what. we - -confronted when we. came forward with our. proposal
were d1sagreements|that are. part of the leg1slat1ve processg,.,*
o . There arL, for example, only three ways to get to .
' ,un1versal coverage., Either you have- tax, which substitutes - .
- for the private 1nsurance system; ‘or you .have- an’ 1nd1v1dual'.”
mandate,;as a number of Republlcans 1n1t1a11y proposed
you have what we proposed which was a plan to build on the
‘f.exlstlng employer-based system. That was the real polltlcal

: 1ssue that the Congress and the country confronted

e <be11eve most’ other 1ssues could have been worked
out 1f we could have ever. f1gured out how we .could have ', . '
comb1ned whatever resources were necessary ‘to 'reach: “the” polnt ‘
“where every- Amerlcan was maklng a‘contrlbutlon, even people
on welfare were: maklng a. ‘contribution, . That’s what the B
pres1dent wanted, but ‘we could- not work out the polltlcal
problems -of that klnd of approach

- Q How are you g01ng to do that the next t1me
around’ .j DU L c

e MRS CLINTON.\ We are g01ng to start talklng about
that but we don’t'have any preconceived notion' about what .
‘the: Pre51dent w111|propose or how it will be presented.' We "
have to do_a better job in rebutting. the oppos1tlon to. healthl
‘care. reform, wh1chxallowed th1s t1me to really get a life of -
1ts own.{'- - ~ - - - ‘ ,

.

\.~.

“And.. manylclalms were made that were. just not
accurate, but-we couldn’t stay ahead of  those, and: so. next -
t1me, whatever the proposal is;, we w1ll try. 'to do a’ betterf;
job .in communlcatlng and educatlon people, so that even if -
‘they "disagree at the end 'of the: process, ‘we. will the‘an '
informed’ debate, wh1ch I th1nk 1s cr1t1ca1 to reachlng some
klnd of - consensus.wxvg~ DI .

Q It appears to me! to be a- lot of resentment

- toward 'you . for leadlng the health ‘reform: effort and a lot of QV

'h‘:agree w1th that’ And why. do you thlnk that’s so’

resentment in general from r1ght wing: Republlcans Do you. .

{‘.Ft MRS CLINFON., Oh I thlnk anytlme you move from s
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'; the level of rhetorlo ‘and. speech-maklng to pollcy and e

leglslatlve actlon, there’ s going to be'a lot of controversy 0
~ "I have said sever&l tlmes in the last couple of weeks that 1f%

~"the pre31dent when elected. had decided he was going to go- A

around the country maklng eloquent speeches .about all of- our -

‘problems and blamﬂng all kinds ‘of. factors and -people- for . the~

‘ dlfflcultles we face, but not really d01ng anythlng, h1s f‘f
E popularlty would be cons1derable.v.w. R ‘ -

. ; X . < i 7 ’

: '_Because hf you don't move’ from the' rhetorlcal to o

) pollcy ‘and, pOllthS, you stay above the fray. - You stay out -

BN

¢, .0f the: controversy.” But this Presidént and this Vice-

ffPre51dent as, your all know . from ‘being in Tennessee, had thls o
*idea that part of \why they were. ‘elected was to solve : :

problems. And you'know that old saylng, there are two thlngsn“'e
you: should never: watch being. made: sausage ahd leglslatlon..zfif

. . Well, this’ admlnlstratlon has made a whole lot .of sausage,
- _and . I've been, 1n a small way, 1nvolved 1n that ‘

-

And once»you get 1n to trylng to actually brlng

- about change instead of just talking about it,  there’s goxng o t"

‘4n.t0 be: controversy,land I thlnk that/just comes w1th the _
‘uzterrltory ' : o , : L

A HE
B - i

- «,; [ . “
¢

g Q- Don't you feel that some of the attacks' have -

:become.more personal though on you, as. far as substantlvely. .

- .different from pollcy? I ‘hear -- I mean, you talk about- the
»t(lnaudlble) .of: Rush Limbaugh, some of the talk shows, and

'.;ﬁfthere s (1naud1ble) Franklin now.~ How do,you,explaln that or

#- or do you -even try9 L. j‘yt i : ,*»;. )K:”

. > MRS. CLINTON. I thlnk that 1t’s always easier to .
engage 1n personal{attacks than to do the hard work of’ pollcy'
'analy51s -and flgurlng out how to solve problems in a+‘. -

’lgpragmatlc, effectlve way. ~ -And. 1t's also somethlng that klnd

‘of . appeals to.a- certaln element 1n 5001ety and you get some
‘1mmed1ate feedback. e @ :qa, ‘ ‘ .\~

o I thlnk that's just part of the Amerlcan polltlcal
~scene, unfortunately,.today where there appears, to be a lot-
" "of name-calling and personal’ attack. 1nstead -0f trying to work‘

.:, together to solve the problems that we have at the localfand j”ff”

'state and natlonal|1eve1._ )
- But I ]ust oan't stop 1ong enough to worry about
.that because I thlnk a lot of it is motivated by commer01al

" cons1deratlons and‘polltlcal advantage, and that’s the ch01ce
3 s \ | ;
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. ‘that those people make.,' 'd rather try to be part of solv1ng
‘"4.problems instead: qf just 51tt1ng there cr1t10121ng other =
.. “people and polntlng flngers,'whlch is not I thlnk, very Coa
' ~fproduct1ve. S e ,-%« B

: i

" I by . ‘w i N -5

Q Before we run._out,. I wonder 1f you'd share w1th

" us some of your, personal hlghs and personal lows 51nce mov1ngp

\uto ‘the Whlte House.ﬁ Q

.

- ’ T R B oo . S
e MRS CLINTON. Well !we’ve had an extraordlnary

y-experlenoe in: Washhngton and it has been a real eye- opener i
-“and -a real learnlng experience. Coming from: state

government, - as thegpreSIdent .did, where people seem to be

~§-3focussed on trying to solve. problems at ‘the local and state .
level, it has been}somethlng ‘of - a’-surprise seelng\all of\the

gamesmanshlp that goes on in Washlngton and all of the

onsturlng and.- all Pf the spe01al 1nterests that are calling
the shots too often. P, g o - > R

"\" ERECEEEN
v N

But hav1ng sald that lt has been largely a very o

/fii\pOSltlve experlence for me personally 3 I feel pr1v1leged andfﬁl'

;" grateful to have been a' part of what we’re trying to do

. “together in the country _And I feel, too,.. that hlstory has a”'"
’funny way of flnally catchlng up w1th reallty :

Sy
‘ .

: And when*you look at the steps that have been takenf

;1n ‘the lnltlatlveslthat this President and Vice PreSIdent
‘have begun, I belleve ‘that .people are eventually going to~

understand what they are- dolng and appreCIate the .steps they . -

‘have taken. It just may ‘be a little more dlfflcult t6 get , ,
‘?;that across. than perhaps any of us expected 1n1t1ally because S
.,of all ‘the statlc in the airwaves,” and: because of the, you‘f -

vknow, hlgh expectatlons and- the desmre for people to have -

ichange rlght now. | ! .y o :

i

— i Sl

But I am;very confldent about the future and

‘certalnly about the promlse of this admlnlstratlon, Wthh I

' ’ “
. mome'nt Y e . . 1 . > T ’ . i . ¢ ; .

- think is belng fulfllled and .will continue to be.- So, for me'
. personally, that has been: the great opportunlty and a :
'“pr1v11ege that I (lnaudlble) il - , .

P .
| [

Q Has there been one great moment above all’

,,» ,./~

o X' MRS CLINTON.: No, I can’t p01nt to any one great ”f'

Lo~ \' i g Lo e .
[ LT
. - e

Q Any one low moment7 :
MORE JRRUS P IR
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‘ , MRS CLINTON., Oh no. There have been a lot of

- tough challenges and there have been personal losses that '
“.-have been hard for us.'*Mov1ng to Washlngton, ‘losing my . .
-father,. and hav1ng our friend V1nce Foster kill himself,' and
‘then losing my mother -in-law. Those have been the harder '
moments.,Nothlng polltlcal personal traged1es that have - been
'tough on all of ui oo oL -u_ T

UQ Is tHere another - 1ssue besldes health care that

"’we mlght see Hlllary Clinton get 1nvolved in in .the coming

., -year, (1naud1ble)111ke welfare reform, or. does baklng cookles
o look better and better all the t1me7 (Laughter )

. '-, MRS CLINTON _ No, I th1nk that I’ve done my share
-of that and I wlll‘contlnue to do my: share of it. Nothlng
t”jllke a good cookle and a. cup of hot tea on a cold afternoon

Q How about (1naud1b1e)7-5f&“f}*”: "“vﬂ ';”“ e
( s N
‘ . MRS CLINTON' Well T want to contlnue dolng what
“I have done for most of my adult llfe “which 1s worklng on
‘behalf ‘of chlldrenls 1ssues and famlly issues. And'T really
‘saw health care as| part. of' that agenda.‘ I dldn’t‘see it as
'somethlng you put over' on the s1de and say,‘well,'Ifm;going'
2to go work on: health care. ., : ' V",- -

i

, ‘I came to it from the perspectlve of wantlng to
g1ve famllles ‘the’ resources they needed. to.do the job’ they

+"" wanted to do.with/ the1r own . chlldren, ahd ‘T want to contlnuei

Aﬂto speak out on; that . .And I th1nk there . are .a’ number of"
 issues that I’ have worked on in the past which I will
L ontinue to- talk about and try to relate to the overall
-fm1551on of thlS admlnlstratlon ‘ . : <
‘ o 1 - L oy
I am personally very concerned about the chlldren
. and violence and the stresses that famllles ‘face because of .
- the. level -of" violencé. in their’ ne1ghborhoods and even the1r
.school , But 1t’s also a’ health issue. RN

:'-/ . . i \

R S You cannot .go to a. trauma un1t "ds I have done

.Vfrepeatedly around thlS country,- and talk to emergency: room'
,udoctors, ‘who tell me that- they are now- fa01ng horrific. health
‘. issues because’ chlldren are: belng victims of ‘gunshots at much

' earller ages and w1th assault weapons ---they are. be1ng
urlddled with bullets that makes 1t ‘more . difficult to: save
them-= without . carlng about life., So those -=. that’s one .

'examp1e~of ‘an 1ssue that I feel 1s related to what I’ve

Yoo _\../v_ ) '. o N e o MORE ) . ,",: ) o _‘-A ,'. ] R

|

Co P
§
!


http:that.I'have!'work.ed

.‘A

Cer , .. <
"'I S

N | - . . R
always done and that I want to cont1nue to work on.;;“

N

‘. .
~

Q Mrs |C11nton (1naud1b1e) spec1f1c th1ngs you

- p1cked up on in .an art1c1e in The New: Yorker, -and they R
: questlon whether cr1me would be - someth1ng that you’d be ..~

interested in (1naud1b1e) ~ Because there’s" ‘'something like,

' ﬂapparently, there‘s noth1ng 11ke your 1nvolvement has" helpedf

to raise the spot11ght on 1t - 1like you did with- health
reform.: I know cr1me is up there, people are look1ng at it,

‘but to get that much pr1nt about 1t,zyou know

MRS CLDNTON t Well I th1nk we’ ‘ve . got a real

-opportun1ty with the crime- b111 be1ng passed to bring.
';attentlon to.; what‘communltles ‘can do to help themselves 1n
'dea11ng w1th crlmé

I mean, there s a perfect example

That crlme b111 had been in Congress for six yearshvw

'ww_And everybody loved to ' talk .about it, ‘but nobody . could put
f,*together the' votes‘to pass. 1t)unt11 th1s pres1dent beat the
""NRA.. And I know that that ' is not- a polltlcal plus in- ‘some

reglons of the' country, but I am personally grateful that we -
are beginning to’ talk sense about guns and. violence.” I do

"not be11eve ‘that the‘framers of our Constitution: ever‘-,. -'fﬂﬂ‘
,f'env1sloned 15-year olds with Tech .9s" roam1ng the streets of
fﬂMemphls.‘4u:* A “l“ oo ~,:A~.'V_i‘ E :

v

So if we|can beg1n to 1mp1ement the crime’ b111 by

, ;gettlng the pollce|on the streets/and using them effectively. -
_+  to both' prevent crime and apprehend cr1m1nals,_1f we .can .

,'\'begln t6 have the tougher sentences, part1cu1ar1y ‘"three:
'f\strlkes and .you’ re|out" and the prison constructlon that

comes with this b111 . then we can beg1n to. try to prevent

-'.cr1mes.f-.;-v C '|-

s : S R . o . . N
.. . . 1 / . N

And you have champloned some of th1s preventlon,

»z.,

‘_because I think- you understand that .if -we’ don’t do* ‘something.
" to give k1ds opportun1t1es in their. ne1ghborhoods to have EEER
. . good- 1nteractlon w1th a pos1t1ve adult role model- and to get
- .7 off the streets w1th recreational-: opportun1t1es, we ‘are going
©. to be sw1mm1ng upstream for a’ long t1me 1n th1s cr1me battle.

¢

L . So anything that: any of us 1n the 1arger commun1ty, S

o through newspapersl churches, bus1nesses, government oyt

" whatever, to 1mp1ement this:icrime bill r1ght will be. a b1g
- /step forward And|1f I can help,'I’m golng to -do all that I
T ean.. S \ ‘ .

oo , X N L

N
- '/“ -
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Q Your husband gave what some people thought was‘

-.one of hls better speeches here last November.: Slnce then

I‘ve not’ plcked up on that recurrlng theme often 1n&hls the

vgadmlnlstratlon.; Do you thlnk that w111 change’>

hY

I
MRS CLINTON.; You know, he s spoken about 1t a

3dtlot but itiis. hard to’ get coverage for a: recurrlng theme

Q and conservatlve, and Republlcan and Democrat

1fgthat is not the subject of controversy And thlS 1s one of .
,the dllemmas we face. gv‘.f\ S o CRT : :

i

The . Pre51dent went to an 1nner c1ty school 1n

,;Washlngton and just flat out tokd klds they should not be
Aengaglng in sexuaﬁ acthlty at thelr ages, they should not

become - parents.¢ That's ‘the kind of message we need to hear f*‘

 over and,; over . agaln. ~But if.it’s. publicized once, it’s not .
j%cons1dered newsworthy the, next time around. ‘He’s-goné onz“
’:numerous occas1ons to. talk about respon51b111ty and what’
1every one ‘of us has to do to become more respon51ble.

.\ :,‘

But somehow ‘we’ ve got to, as a larger communlty,

m’keep thlS conversatlon going -and not just highlight one -

' speech, overlook: not what the . Pre81dent or the Vice President :-

... or other, people say on a quite. frequent ba51s, "but overlook . .
- the . steps that are belng taken to- translate thelr words 1nto L
> actlon. s B L A . ' : '

i Le o T : ': . IR

7g This welfare raform proposal is real agaln. o o

mean -weé had . people in Washlngton who'’ve beat up on welfare o
. Jfor decades without- really ‘doing. ‘much about it, because what |
'1would they have done for a- polltlcal 1ssue 1f we ever R

;actually flxed welfare.,.«v;> S : -

ot A . .
“,ﬂ ThlS Pres1dent 1s a. New Democrat He gets there,

m‘he .presents a blllL It is golng ‘to be hammered out. 'in the
'**.next Congress,,unless the new Congress decides they’d rather. .
have an- 1ssue 1nstead of a reformed welfare system, beeause ST
o he belleves in work and respon31b111ty T L “_r‘,f.>{

(

So, at’ ewery step along the way, if you really lookﬁf%

at these accompllshments, it is ‘the mission: of this

fiadmlnlstratlon, 1f1you llsten to-the pre51dent and the vice
a‘pre51dent ‘to empower people to, 'be respon51ble and then' to
A,rhold them. accountable for ‘their actions. - “And . I: think that'
- .a sea..change 1n the way Washlngton has talked ‘because we’ve.

been locked - in’ thlS futile and false .debate . between llberal
. _.( g

. ..y. .- T [ L Co ‘r t .\'~ " . . » S
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Wash1ngton1an (1naud1ble), per se,. beyond this . 0
admlnlstratlon, do you see a future role for Hlllary Cllnton o
~in polltlcs°. Co S o ' TP

|
1
ll d - . “ . . . . A<
]

o They ve]been,argulng with each other, .one cla1m1ng
that you know, the individual is an island. unto himself and,
therefore, has to|take total- responslblllty for everyth1ng .

'~ that goes on and the other saying, . no, no, soc1ety s .
."respon51ble A, totally false debate.: And we rieed to cut
.through it and start -figuring out how to solve’ problems, -and

that’s what they’ we been try1ng to do and talk1ng about 1t as,d

/ “.they go along .

S Q LookJng back at the Whltewater 1ssue, ‘do -you
w1sh you had gonelahead and released some documents earller7‘
' e MRS CLINTON' Well, you know, that’s always the
k1nd of quéstion” ﬁou answer: with 20/20 h1nds1ght We never

understood why. th1 issue got ‘to be so-blown up ‘in the first

/- -place and I would[commend ‘to.you a recent ‘article in Harper s.
, - '~ .magazine, ‘which po
.ytthls whole 1ssue‘1as been. L o

oints out how off base the 1nvest1gatlon of

’ . ) l/

ere were. some way 1n retrospect we- could ‘

t

So 1f th

ﬁ,-have tried to put ht to bed, of course we would have done 'so. -
It seemed to us that it was blown out of proportlon. I
‘believe when 1t is| all saia- and done, people ‘will.scratch.

.”“thelr head  and wonder. what all. the fuss and.the money spent
- was for, but we’ll\gust have to see 1t through now., :

L o :
A PARTICIPANT.N I th1nk we ve. got t1me for one more.
questlon ,,‘- : ,_ , '-. ST o e ’

A

Q Now that you ve been exposed to. the

o

. . . - 4/1 N - . 'I- “\\
N . . . X , N

. MRS. CLINTONP} Well the prem1se of that questlon,a

ﬁnow that I've. been,exposed to Washlngton,—— you can guess at
an. answer.; (Inaud1ble ) ‘ : : ‘

You know, I'll tell you what I"mlss thevArkansas‘;

'.leglslature.j'You know, I mlss, you know, getting together’

and. f1gur1ng out what we’re. g01ng to do to _solve problems -

‘together -and not: p1ck1ng up ‘the - newspaper and read1ng about:’

all of this game-playlng that goes on. I find a’ little bit

‘;out .of -the malnstream,,at least as'I understand,lt about
'what we should be d01ng in: Washlngton. K oL

" MORE
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' Q -The sausage looks better from thtle Rock than,f:
1t does from ~-“>{ o : ) A
. ‘  Mgs. CLINTON' Well I'll tell you what.? You' know,~
~:we ve ‘made a lot. of .sausage in. Washlngton and it: hasn’t’ been
-easy, you know, That sausage was. made while people were’

\ " .throwing- brlckbats and pulling the rug out from under the

. feet of a lot of folks, but: at least it got made. - And I

A;thlnk the country\ls ‘better .off for 1t and I thlnk lt'S been
La- very 1mportant 20 months.,~-ﬂ s e e e

: And I feel great about what we have been able to

A4get done. I thlnk our challenge is to get out’ there and

- explain 1t to people, and. talk about: 1t - and make, sure 1t

!~ works, you know, make'sure that what the pre51dent and- the

- vice pre51dent have fought for actually works - to change

- people’s llves, and then'I thlnk the future takes ‘care of s

1tself‘~A . . . _‘b.-. oo _ A o

IR o Well - 'since .I don’t: have the guts to ask you

,f~(1naud1ble), tell me 'if you and the First- Lady get to
: }coordlnate your outf1ts° It -looks - great. ‘

; R MRS.-CLIN?ONg ~_N Twe both notlced that on,the{'
‘airplane. . .7l L ‘ L
o ‘ L ' ] o ‘ v ' ’ [N
. PRESS(S%CRETARY} I'm the oddball outflt :

Q There s a memo.'ﬁ”'

o ! . . ‘. : r'\ : s N
- . PRESS SECRETARY' And I’m the press secretary,«i.‘
“you'd thlnk I wouﬂd coordlnate 1t o R

MRS CLﬂNTON. No, but - but I have to tell you

.

" that that has been the’ question I’ve been most asked in the .

i

;last 20 weeks.

«.\:

;“, Q Has ! really"f"

S ;_MRS CLINTON'T Yes;.ma{am;git‘has;~.IﬂwishfitHQere”
true.. - ﬁvﬂﬁ“sv‘ B L
T ko kK

S wmees



