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i'Q . I guess my' first' qu~stion, Mrs."Clinton ."':-"Wi.'ll, 
Y9u,be lnvolvecl in'! the 'health 'care reform issue 'in 1995 and 
are ther~~n~is~u~s~c6ncer~in~health' car~ t~at~eie ,raise~ 
this,.Year ',that( wil-ino,t'be applicable ne}{t'.year?· . . 

1 • 	 ,. 

\1' 	 , . J .'. . . . . .-.. . MRS'~ CLINTON: I· will' be involved,as,'will 'be the 

admlni'stratiohbedlUse'the Presideht. remains committed" to. 


" \';, :'. - I" ,:', '_. " ,_ . • .

health' care reforms .• The exact' route ,that he wlil. ~\ ' , l. . ',' ; . 

" \, ....~. ~t'aJc~ has not; been decided' yet ~ . '.Those .' - / 
." .. discussions will· b~gin iriearnest'now', ,that the. Congress is 

.recesslng" but' the: probiemsthat, 'prompted the President' to . 
'conside;r~ heal~h: caFe .refo~m are 'not ·gping 'a~ay' an~~l:teady' '. 

'I, " 

,\ '., there are 'many, who; are writing that,they,~ill. begin to . ': " . , ' 

w9rsen~';.So tha:ta!lthough: we, have the finest medicalca:te in'.:..•. /_(1. the world, ,with: th'e f.inest qoctors: and .hospitals and nurs:es ~ ­.. ~; 	 . ':we have an inadequ'ate, overiy;' bureaucratic fi'na'ncing system . 

,that' t'akestoo 'll}a.n¥ 'dollars away'. from deliveringilealth 'care . 

. S6, the.re i w~l-l be a; cqntimiing' effort on 'the 'part, of 'this ' , 

~dministration to'~ddress,health:care and I believe.we will' 

I , ,see some' progr~ss .!.-. in 1995.' " ." , " ,:,' - -, " 

., . Q . ,J-li,i:l ';you . tak~Cl ·leader~hlp·r.ole· again a,nd. the 
same type ofposi~ion?'· 
'. • '. ." I. ..\' ' "'," \ 

"<, ­I 

," ,tMRs.~iI;NTON:_, Yes Iwili"be"invol~ed'>, T don't 
know ,that· it ,wi,11 :l:>e, any different' position' be9aUSe I· will . 

i 

att7mp.'~ ,tc?'. 'trave~lar6und the c0ul!try and s'peak.~u~ 'al1:~' ~e ,:, 
avallable t9, w0r~ ,0n behalf -of, whate.:yer the admlrylstratlon, .. 
decid'esto'do, just'aS'! ',did this 'year:.·'\That is 'somet;,hing:. '1;' 

" I"m personaliy ve~y Committed ,to:and c~rtainty after having' .' 
, ' spent the morning :a'tst .. ,Jude' s; where every 9hild is .taken 

" " c~reof', and'.Wl1erei~~.i ; e.xpenses f<?r th~7n~ire fam~lY' 'during a­
. 'tlme 9f catastrop~'lc liiness, I am even .more ,commlt:ted :tq 

doing what' I. can t:omake'sure':every child in' Ame.rica has.' 

.,' . . 

• .~. I . 1 \, " ~ , , .' •• :'. ", 	 ' ' 
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,access to the qual~ty, of heaTth c,~re ,we' have .pvailabble in" 
'pl~ces like st; jude.

" 1. 1 

'. " 

",. .,Q, .~~ ..,DO: you, have .a~y' inrtersst"irlb~~~klng' 'things" I 

out, "expanding coyerage to ~ ,say', 'chi ldren an4 preg~aht., women. 
· 'first,. ·expan~ing· M~d~car~ ,to' them~' .ora:r:e. you. sti~l , IRoking 
at a'~orei, \lnlversal.apP!9ach? .. 1 . 

I~' • I " ' 

" ' ". '. ,MRS CLINTON: .'We 'really have ,the "b~ttoin-ii~~ .. 
'. ' '. dommtt'tment .t;hat,t~e Pr~sident laid,l out . ~,f ': working ,to ' ensure. 

.coverage . for everyone at an ' affordable ;cost. , The ,means of ..... , .,.. ,. . '.. . ", .' . '.' 

gettlng there and. how .It ,wlil 'be' done' w.1IL·be dlscussed over . 
the next'several'mbnths, so ,I cannot,at this time answer your' 
questipn. ~ut cer:t!.ainly as the a,dministration, 'as: members of ' 

. . 1 '. .." ' ,. , .• .

Congress, as othe:rs ·who.care about health care reform begln 
to .rook at.what th~ options, are,.we: will be discussit:lg that', 
~rc:>adly with the ~erican·people .. again... "" .,,".J, 

'.' " ..~ , 
',,' .

But :i~, r~sponse .t0128.( inaudible} . by House' \' '. 

, , I L " ·members 
", .. ' j: ' 


. ~ . . ., \ .:, . . , '. " 


, .. ··MRS. CLIN,TON: ,I ainnot,good!at off~ring :"-o\1r 
'husbands and.'ourse'l:v'es and that's-what I'Ve tried ·to' do.' So' 
I ,will. continuet:o:play,·inanY,different roles,. which I' think 

'. is' appropriate give:rtthe great opportunities :.that come. 'with 
/ being in :this posit!iori. ': . ' '" 

. .' . .. I ",' .' . '" , \ '. ( : '1.' • 

. QMr·s.Olinton, ,the' Wall Street Journal' and .others 
ljpda.. lead sto-ty ab6ut ,po:).itical., . Oeinocr~tic 'P9litical 
.candidates distancihgl... themselves/from 'the White House, .. 
rimning'scared.'. Evbry c<:irtoonist' in -the country.,: including 
. '. . •... . • . I.,. " ,.' . .,. . 

· this.one. lS dqlTigs!l.mllar- cartoons abou:t th'em trYlng to· . 
dista~c:e ,,"t;hem.selyes,:.· . ,'1 .talked·to· Jim. Sasser' tC:>day', and. ·.he 

'. \ ,,:;ays it'~ ,so~ething: scarygoingonou:t·there~· 'Do, you 'fe~l 
· tl)at' there .. .is. somet~ing sCa:ry goingon,,'and,if so, ,what.. is\..,··
it? . ,'",. ' . , . 

.... \ .' 
'L' , , . :MR8..· 'CLINtON: I don' t·know·th.at.;t would . 


, .' · characterize.,i;t ·quite like .Senator... 'Sas!:?er did, although I 

'.'" '. .' 1 . '.' .'. . .• ,. . ., thlnk J; have an ldea' of· what .he ,me.ans. ,It's. puzzllngthat· 

given thes,tate of the ec::onbiny, which is,·.improving ))\it.. not, ,., 
. yet whereit ne,eds t-o be,,: but certainly: better than I'it ,was., 
. ,before .the Presiden~ was ,elec:ted~ .that there is so much' .'. 

"; I insecurity in people's lives 'that' i,S, being really 'a,cted out 
inth'eir oppositi6n Ito ,much of what' they ~see' ina,p0..l:it:ical . 

, ... ' . . '. . ~ '. , .scene·. ~,' " . 
.\ 
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, , I ',think, it's 'especially \puzzling since'; i~' you look 
at what has,be,en a6complished' by, this Presid~nt, ,Vice ',.' 

J. 

'( "P:resid~nt and "congt~ss 'i:n the ,last '20 months, th~re' sbeen-' 
'\ , much more ,achieved :than people e1t:.her seem to know'or' have',

' 

reaily' had 'occ(isio~ to study: 'that." "" " )':,' "," ,'\ \" 
.i ' " ,­

/' , , . ,~ se~ as! t~e ol?ligatic)l'l 9fDemocrats' is as it 

always 1.S 1.n,a campa1.gn"and that,,1.st,o tcilkwith, people: and , ­


.\' I, demonstrate clearly:what ,the _choices are .." ,And certainly" 

when the R~publicary~ lin~d up" as- they ,did, to sign :the' 


, '!Contract for America n on ,the steps ,of the C,apitol, ,the _
I 

,.:.." .", I,' " • -.., . " 1

cho1.c,e 1.S, 'st!=lrk. 'q6wecont1.mie w1.1;.h a', -budget :that for, the' 
first, time i~ cuttingspel'lding", $255 billion, eliminat.{ng 
government p:rogram~', ,reducingth~ defici't?,' 

. , 
,,' , - , .' ','I " " , ',," : - " _ '" ','

~ 

, ,,)~, For,the',,,~h~rdyear,;ifo1 a: rO,w~·t,he deficit, will go ;, 
down; wh1.ch, ha!:;; not" happened 'S1.nce' Harry, TrlJman was '-'" : 

'president ~ r Or, 'do iW,e return to the kind of econoinic :poli'cies 
"that 'brought, ,us a trillion doliardeficitand whi'ch ',,' r 

" un~~rminedthe, ;'manJfacturi'ngand ~~6ri9rnic' base' ih.~so, man'y 
,sectors of our, ,cou~try? . I'think one that choice' :is' posed i 
despit'e all'of the,:rhetoric,there's going to be areal ' ." ~ 

, : opport~nity for Dem:ocrat~'to ',make _ a 'very str~ng c:,a~e.', , 
,I. • . . ,_ . ':.. ".;.' • __ / 

\ ,Q",Mrs., qlinton, J:i~ ~ooper'~~ho is rUiming_-for the 
, Senate seat which was h'eld by Vice President Gore, he's ' 
, ,having atbugh -tiinel with th:is, rilce.' Do~s the" Clinton':" ", 

admirlistration, 'spe:aking for' it ,lposely, "feel ariykind'of.'
•.•. i' . I ..'-.. ,\ ',' " ' 

respons1.b~l1.tythat! he:~hav1.ng such a ~1.ff1.cult t1me ~eqause'K' 
•of 'criticism he' got~' from, the administration for 'qoining out, ',' 
withan'alterriative!healthcare'bili? 

',' ... :., ," ". ,,' \ 

, . \ . I, . . '." .' . 

, ,MRS. 'CL1l>l'iI'ON :,' Well,' ',we are' ·supporting ,Congressman 
Cooper, ,and as you '~now ,'the'Vice President has already been 

,. , 
I ;',here and' we are going to do whatever Congressman Cooper

• I ,. " • . • f"

th1.nks would be helpful In'h1.s race. Because desp1.te any~ , 
, .differences.,the fiact 'is that Congressman 'Cooper" W'aswillfng 

" to stepforwardand}bcacbm~ 'inv.olved in -t~e discussion'rabout 
,health carereforin. 'He-did not stando~thesidelines and: 
point"~fingers, and,'t;opk for' excuse~ 'about how' ;y?~" could not" 

'face Qui-problems., :,He' had,a:pla'ri,',and ',I regret' ,that llis plan ", ­
" a~d t~e pr~sidEm~,i s;,pla~ and others,' ·who .~ctuallyca!(1ef~r~ard 
, ;\ w'1.th proposals d1.d~ot g~t.the ,,opportun1.ty that I though.t"" , 

everyone wo'uld:to debate thern and reach some' kind, of a 
consensus' about what we shou'rd do~ , ': ',' "," " 

I " " 
I ,'~', 

But cert~fnly ;,c6ngressmancooperis 'a",:real. pl~Y'er 
l \' \ 
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, ,," .. 'i " . .' /'!, ' .. I .',. " I, 

who was wil'ling to Istake 'Out positi<;>ns and :fight,for' thos~' 
posit·ions . II. think ,that's to.:his benefit 'aDd it' would" make 

. 'for a good .·senat;br I for: Tennessee ~ ." BeCause' what,-weneed i.n 

.Waspington are. not ipeople who, just criticIze: and ti:ilk~ . but 
.: p~<?plewho'are,wil'+irigto,rol,l :up :their ·~r~ev~s.andtry .to 

solve problems', andI-beli'eve he will do ,that. ". 
. ) . :',,' ..... I '".'" '. . 

, Q Mrs.;. <Tliriton, .are ,yoll familiar·w1.th·,Tenriessee',s 

'(in~udible)Health Care Program? 


-:" .: .. ' ,0 .;. 

" '~ MRS~CLI1TON:.,yes·,.(inaUdible).,, 

,Q : '1' wa~·{w~nderii1g. 'how clo~elyare you 'and, the.: 

administration watching tpat, program and :~onitoring, it to. --' 


'. t • • ' as a poss1bl~ moqe~ 1n nat10nal pealth care refor,m? . 

. MRS., ,CL-IN'TON:' . .we' re(106ki'ng ,at :. it very closely, . 
. .' . 1· .' ',", ,

and are encouragediby .the·results .that are being reported;' , . 

. We.' acc'elerated the ',wciiver 't:hatmade .·Tenncare ,possible. Again i 

,this'. is a·· stark di·frf¢:tenc'ewith the previous. adnlinistrations. 

Th~:r;e. was ,~.!ot· of :\~alk"ab'ou~ 'state,'autho~ity ,over pr.ograms·, • 

but very Ilttle. act1on .. But under the Cllnton, ..: . . 

adini1nistra:tion, sta:~tes have "been givEH1:much gre,ater,latitude.· 


: in carv'ing out waivers to federal law 'so that they, can 

experiment indeliv;ering health care" welfar~ ref.o~ni,. and 

other· issues, like tpat. . " . , . . '.
i 

,.' " f· '. '. , , . 

. . ~'nd with:resp~ct ~o Tenncare,. we': are, .look·ing at it : 
. .' j... .' ..•. . I 

very, closely because'ln theconversat1ons I've had personally 
with, Governor Mcwhe~ter, ·the "idea th?\t we' could 'save money'· 

.' • 1 '. • '.' , . ' ,,through better manag1ng l1ed1ca1d al)dmak1ng, heal.thcare 

available to'tl)e unlnsured.without: . lowering: qua·li·ty is 

exactly ~hat, hea'lth!reform. 'i~ , aiming. to caccoinpl'ish~ So'we . 

will 60ritinueto~orkwit;h Tennessee ,and closely~at6h what. 

is occurring.· ',.. ' ' 
. " 


\ I ,'1' ," .':', I . ,. ':.",.. ',' . "'\ .. ' , 


;, ..' And Ihpp~ that I~h~. pec:>p;Le . of Tennessee appreciate 

" what an ,lmportant l?sue, th1S l,S ,lnthe' gubernatorial ' 

. electiqri, bepausethis experim~nt~· if. it, i? going' to':.bear 


frui't, needs to be:60nt'inued. " And cer,tainlythe "/belnocr~tic' , 

'nom'i'n~eforgoverh6t is' wil;lihg' to say that this will , " .. 

continue and his; ,Republican opponent, 'as·" T,haye, been ..aqvIsed,. 


'is not .atthis· 'point~ . which woulcl' b.e·,a great, loss to ' 
Tennessee; .:'but also I foy, the· entire' ,national effort· to se~ 
what;: ·works.' i . 

J :-1 I ~. ,;/ .,'. ".\ .~~ ':,' 
Q . If nine,ty";'fiv,e "percent of .~11 Terines~earis are 

.! '. ," . , ,. 
"~ .'I ," " ..,:': " ' ./ 
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going to be covereid by the Tenncare" progr'am,,( inaudi,ble) 
'certainly leave itiup to .the, states to have some kind of" 
states .rights, .why! shbuld (inaudibl'e~),be involved and why 
shou~dwe in Tenne~see. worry abc>tit:;a' national'healt,h care 

? 	 ... 
, ... , program ~ , 1 , ' I : 

" , 
. . '. ;. 	 . . / \ 

" MRS.' : CLINTON: W.ell,' if: indeed', you ca,n' cover, 95, . 
pe~cent, which --is something that we're working with' officials 
'in Tennesse'e, to mohib::>r and to\ understand 'how ',eff~ctive 'the 
coverage, is;' that ,~~pertainiy a'major step forward:' But., 

I, ,there are, federa'!,dollars', in .TennCare.' You could not· have 
"~doheTenricare'withbut'feder'al dollars/:" So thefede'ral 
. ,government, alre,ady,i i~ involved ~ , 

, ,,' " . 	 l.',> 

, . 'Arid part i',of what the. objective '. of heaith care. 
reform is -to makesure'there is astabl~basls' of' health' car.e· 
coverage .. And ·onelof·the issues we have to'iook·atwith. 
Tenncareor with ciily of the states, that ar~ experimenting' is . 

• r' , ' ." \' " ,', ,'" • • ' ' 

whether', 1ntheabsenceof nat10nal health care reform,,, those 
model programswi'll:. ·be'able to contintie~, -, '. ,", : .~ : . / , ,', 

, ·"Itis. onethi~g"to bhang~the 'envitonmeht in',~ 
.. 	state for a short period of . time .. " It, is, an entirely . "I 

~ifferen~, chal1eng:~' to~e ab~e :t9 maintain 'it overtime if',," 
th~' states ar.ourid· ~ou: do not do so ,'if', the federal government, 

Lc:hanges pol\icy' w~i9h. ,under~ihes. the bapacityof'a . state to.' •. ,' 
continue what, it· is, doAng, ,in the qe·l:iv.~ry o~ service's.. , 

" I.' 	 . , 

." '," '-So TeDne~:Se~ has'a b.ig· ~take i~,natio,nal 'health] ,i,' 

:care ref,ormbecause' ofthefeder,a'lgovernment'.s· involvement . . - " .' ... . " ' ~. \. \" 	 ' , 

"I in the 'delivery ,of, health care i~ Tennesse'e, 'asit ,15" 
. invplyed thro~ghout: th,ecountry. ' '. 

\ " , ,', , , ',' \...., . 

... .~ ,/'. . I.~ .... .. ,~ • .,' . • • . .' .. " '" ", '.-\ 


. . ;Q~. BE~forelwe Jump 1ntopol1t1cs,(~naud1ble)' 


newspaper ;particularly.' I hear: a· lot 'of 'criticism ,from , 
Republican ,leaders, I J'n' particulariy Haley Barbour, iri recent 
\days,andtheY'rE?al~. saying that tI:e' Clintons campai,gn as , 
"New Democrats"and'the ',go:"erning'ls old ,Democrat .., ,Is there 
any validity' to tha·t? 

," 

'. . ,\ . . . l_ .. 

; 'MRS. CLINTON: Well"I'd like 'to' know ,what his 
ex~mple is .. "Tfit tS old-Democrat to, bring cio~n the def ici~" 

~''- \ when both old and new RepublicaJ;1s couldn't get it done" then 
, . • \ • "1, ,.. •• , . <," I 

. I 'thlnk th~t' s prob~bly ,<;t.good th1ng. .aut .~ don't, kl!0w : 
/~~actly'what he.~s r,ferr1ng to.. '~hear a.lot ~f 'l~ose talk 
. about old and new, and left. andr1ght, . but what., th1S: ,/.. ". i., 
President ,and Vlice Pr.esident are' committed to is, solv,ingI 	 . , 

'1 	 ' : MORE 
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" , I 	 ! " . ,problems. ,.' ' 
! , • "'. 

" 

",' '~. '. ,1\n<i I b:e:li~ve" that what you've ~'e~n, ,-- 9-l}d, there' 
was 'a' recent artic'fe, I thin~:, tqdayin ' thewa,lt ,street. 
Journal -- is a vety c~ntrist, main~tream a~proach to- , 
probl~m:-solving. "I ' ' " ,', ' "_ .­

• " • • • " , " \ 	 , • , • I • I.~:.. . 
- , ~" 'It .1S unfortu.nate, that the rhetor1C' of the , -, , 

,,' 

"\/,Republica,hp.arty ,is too often, une~amiried: arid is not analyzed 
I sufficiently. Because if 'you, get behind it, what :,they've' ' 

co'mplained ,about s!nc'e the day Bill, c(inton:'and Al Gore carne,: 
to t9wn: 'i;:;'that 'th~y did nqt~have' the presidency ariymore'." ",\ 

.' i., " .'. .' ", t' '. ',','",,, . ,And t:p.ebas1s 'of then,". attacks are.mot1vated by pol1t1cal,and 
" '~co:r;tomic' greed and \a,rere,all.Y based" in ideologlcal ' " ". ' 

obstructionism~ ,'r " " ',' 
I . • I 

I ' 	 ',' ,I' 

, , ' , : They, can ~ t, go out and say' "we i ~e ,upset'b~cause 'we' 
" no,; 10,nger ,hpve tp'e :presidency'." ,So instead they and 'their, 
allies corne out ,and 'say, "Well;,these' two men, whb are known 

, ' . ,I, • - •• 	 ' •J 

, to be New Democrats w1th:,centr1st pol1cles, have 'somehow lost 
th~ir' waY.II,But, I Idon,t'know what,theytre btlklng, about:~and 

-. " " , 	 . , I,. ' ',," . .' F 

, I'd be. glad to talk l~sue bY" lssue ,'and~' answer. any ofth~' 
" ' ,I ". , ' 'charges they make. ,I', "", ,'. ' "'. "', " 

. . ',!,: ,", .1, . ;' ,,-:', .' '., " .' . .:,,' ." "." ' , . 

't,,' " . ' /'.Q \M.rs'~. (ql1nton, I, wonder about Pat Robertson, and 
- . 'Rush",Limbaugh, and ipeople 'like- that that', kind: of get: or} that' 

,;,.- :what you.,vetalkied about. What do, you ~~.wAat do you see' 
as ~,heir problem w,i,!th, the a<imin~stration, an,d howdoel? that,
'affect you?.', 	 .', t,·" . " , . " . ", " ' " ' , , 

:1 ' ,l ,I 

'-' , , " . MRS.CLINlrON':' Well,~'.I think"that a 'lot, of. ,the 
Republicans and't::he!ir ,allies' ~reoperating 'from, :thepoiht: 6f 
',vi~:W. that, ,tile DemoCFa:t;s --, ahd particularly Bill Ciint;on and, 
Al Gore" who"ar~' New Democrats, arid are young" vigorous " 

',' " " '. 'I· ' ',' .'", ,', ' ,',
.act1v1st lead~rs -:-":', don,'t have any,r1ght tobe'ln' the Wh1't;e" , ' ' 
Hous~. ,I, th~nk' ,if' you jtiststrip ,it' all down~: 't::hat's wha,t it ':,
corne's to'. ' 	 . . " , , , 

, ' ii, 	 '. 
, 1 	 ' , 

_ ' And '.thatthe issues which "are ,'really at the h,eart " 
, 'qf'what-,;it, means ~tot be a New 'Democrat, issues 'having to do' ' 
.'with,empowering people:',to inak~ decis~(ms',in th~ir' own lives'~" 

.' issues, 'having to'do.i wi:thfiscal r,esponsil?ility, and arithmetic, 
" -'. 

.' tha1: _adds;' up , in. thei f,ederal. budget'are, ones;th,at :any , - : '. " 
, t;.houghtfulanalysis i,of ,would. conclude 1:'.hat the, president, and . 
. . ;the' Vic~President are on ;the right side 'qf. "" . ,." 

, ...• .'.! , .', ' . 	 ~ '.:., ",' / .,):, 

I ' 

, But-that ~s'irrelevant-t6, th~' ,ReI/ubli~ans. ahd, their.,' ,
t, • 

I ,,\' 	 ( 

. 1 MORE 

,J ,. 
I 
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, \, 'allies~becausewha;t 'they want ' is ~he"wl:tite' Hcus~ ,back,' and 
what they want arei pclitical victories . "Lcck what. happeme<;l 

" : yesterday with Icbbyin-greform .. "Ncw I',happen to,believe that,' \' 
, '" ,1",·" j 	 .,,' 

, the vast ma]Cr,lty cf Amet"lcans,are In
,"

favcr' cf some klnd cf,' , 
( " 19bbying refcrm., I thinkl th'at' was 'one cf the ,message's cf"~he , 

'electicn. : The' RepUblicans make, a' decisicn that they're gcing, 
to. blccklcbbying refcrm because they dcn' t ,want' to. give :this', 
administraticn' anyl.mcre, legislative viCtct"ies~', ' " ' , ", , 

i .. , , ~.' , , .-., I ,;,' , . :-, . ~ , ::" ':, '. . I.. • :, • -: ',';" ":', -' \ -' : .t..." '. 

',\' 	 ~:.. , , So ,what 'yOu ,have on ~he ,fi,cor -.of' th~"Senate _ " 
I, ,"";yesterday is a,filibuster that ,effeqtively ,killed l'lcpbying 

:: re.fcrm', ..with 6~e,c*- t;tte/~epubl1c'ansenatcrs;Le~ving 'the 
chamber' and gClng out" to these ch~ers cf ,1cbbY1StS. 'Ncw I 
don't' think ~ that' !?l what, the Amer iC,a,n peop,~e' wan't ,,'but ~hat,:_ is ' 

I'", 	

what ,is happening in washin~tcn with this very ~ell ' : ' 
crchestrated disi~icrmaticn'camp~lgn and cbitructi~nism. ,~ 

t" '\." 1- , - J , _ ' 

, ,,:And ,,'it i~' a ',difficult po~i:~i~n for bcth the , ' 
Pr'esidenta~dthe, "{ice :':Pre'sident p,ecause yo~ "have ,a conce]:"t,ed 

'advccacy communicatticns strategy that "combines radio. talk \ " 
, shcws',whc\' get faxes every day, frcm' the Republican National ,J 

Ccmmittee;,' some of,jthe :,radic'~l r,~ligioup 'rightbrcadcasters., 
. ,' ...\ , ' ... .. . 	 . . " "" 

I',
: ,,: " . ",' 'Ycu ,'~c;tV7 ith'e ,R~publ'ican, N~aticnql' ccm'rnit;tee, wi~h ' 

thelr, own t~levls1cn ,channe,L' Ycu've,gctall ,that w9rklng;
• • ' 'I.", .' '". '. ' Just, 11terally pcundlng aW§lY at lnaccurCite d~p~ctl,cns c~ 

what', s happening ,iIi Washington, cr at least inccmplete 
,',' ,

stcr ie's day after day .. ',,' 	 " 
, , 	 , , ' I, ' " \" , 

I,. 	 J .' ',I' 

, ",/And,what ¥0U have ,in' the ',maTnstream, preis 'is a".""" 
,,\ 'de$ire ',to be obj ectiive, '\ihich' means" that' you present bcth ;,' 

: "side? So., fcrexampl~,' wlthres,pe¢,t ,to. an lssue,' scmecne 
, , ". ' I,' J ,. ,- " 	 •

:' who., reads the' Ccmmerclal Appeal', \on11' get ,ap ,accura'te: " /' 

;' depicticn cf what' 5:' 'happening,' 'but, that 's ii' cne":'day, stqry. ' , 
"',Whereas,'the'radic ~nd'ail the ~eit,cf th~ prcpaganda kee~s, 

, \ 
'flcoding the \airwav~s and, the' direct: mail. " . , \" 

," C" " 'I , ". ,,':, ;::' '< ":' ,,' .,', ' (;', 

, : Sol dcn't thlnk'lt',s any great surprLse that I , 
'\ " peqple are, ccnfusedlandpuz'zled about whatthe'administraticn' , ' 

stands fcr 'and what: it 'hasacccmp-liihed~ 'But that' s ,what, " , 
, :~l'ect{cns" ate fcr and"that"s ,why' I,beiieve,,'ncw that 'the ' ,: 

, " ",. '. I '" , .' 	 '.' , ,Congress "lS" recessl~gand'/ycu wl11.haye :the full attent:rcn 'cf' 
" ~he',Pre!:?,iden,t, 'arid~he V.ice~,,Pl:"esicient ,'arid,', th,~ , , " ' " , 

adrninistraticn,who:,are' gcing',to be",cut' there questicning a. , 
, ' '. • 	 I. .", 1,',.., ., .',,' " 

" lot ,0..'+ these cJ:almsiand charges that-have, flcwn unanswer~d by', 
(theRepublicans~ it~s g6ingt~ be a different~cll~i6al ' J 
'envircnment,'in:a"mcf:ith tha~,it,'is'rl.ght,hCW. ",' ,,'

,', " 	 .. 

, I 
1 

MORE' 
~ .. ' . " " 

'" 

I 	 " I" , :1 

• 'J', 
I " , ,I 

,)~ : 
, ' 

) 	
, ~. 

. I: 
, " 

'" , , 
j. " " 


.... ,' . 
,
r" I ~" . 

I ' ' 



, ")'.. ,:' 

: \ 

" ". 
,8 

""> 'Q' Mrs ~ 'lclinton;y6u said:' Mr. Gor~ amf Mr~ Cl lnton ! 

", are, still r:iew Demd,cp3,ts pu,r,suing Demcicr~t:ic' reforms. 'Who' are 
,'. \,;the ,01,dDemocrats :and what refo:r;:ms are ,they obstructing? 

, "" ' , • ,', ". " , .,"" '.' " ' " ,,# 

, ' \!',. I, ,I .,' "; • .' . ,_," • . :. . . " . 

, ,MRS .,CLINTON.: , We'll, I :th,t'nkthat there have been', 
,~ .' 

'. some, tensions with:in ,the ,part,Y 'a,bout Wh2F~ ,qirection w~ ,~,shouid 
" be, moving towa:rd~: .And ,r.', t.hirlk' t:hat doesn' t dq any good _for' ' 

Ithe I)emo<::ratic"p'ar~y tor 'me to cp.ll any names;, so I, don.'t,,'" 
, intend tio~o~hat.j~~u~:r thi,n~there:,'liasb~Em,a: ~orking" .:'" 
'through of~hat,s,o~e ',~~ 'tgese~ssues are',\,NAFTA ,lS a perfE?ct" 

, 'example'. 	 : ~' .. , '",' 
, ,/' 

, 'I', i ' '" , " ", '.' 	 ) 

_BilLcl~~ton:andAlGore took the p~sitiqn that, 
,NAF'rA was good ~.oriAmerican jobs a'nd' American workers, with a 
19t'of oppos,ition ttl the Democratic ,Party" as ',you recali.' SO," 
I think there are, Cilnull.\ber 'of, issues on .w:qich' their posit-ions " 

'have flot '~e7il:the ~raditi(:mal ,ones :t:h~t, you ~ould ',finq in a ' 
more trad1t10nalD~mocrat1c approach:to solY1ng problems, but' 
which t~ey,pave ',?h~mpioI1ed anyway'.' ", " ' "~-I' '-' C 

, , I ',' 	 ,'., ; 

, ',:Q: wouldn,' t tl}at 'be a, good' exampl~ ,of Rep'u:Qt.tcansJ 

not being obstruct~cmist,s 'thou,gh,wp.'en they f'i:nd9-h issue \ 
that.theY,can:soiye. ,If';You 100k:back, they?,hav~ in',fact 
helpea the"adniinisti:ration.:',", " "~, " " 

j ' .. '. ' • , ,'" , " ': !- -. :' -. ' , .,<' ',""," ; \~. 	
;; , , , ,MRS.,Cl,.U~:TON:' Well-,' they have not bee,n an" 

ob~tructiol1ist oneveryissuei I, ~ldn't s'ay that,<,' But 
certainly: in! the :lai,st 'mont~i they have~eeh 'obstructiio,ni~t. 

'. ~ , 	 Arid ,I thin1$: they ha:ve said'that: ':S¢n,ato:r Packwood' is quoted 
'. :' 	

as' saying;' "Pi couris€, we killed'health,,~a,re. ,No\.!' the trick 
is tq make' $ure,our~. fingerprints are hot,on i't." . So I think 
they have made. a ~cdnsclou$ political' decision' 'to do. 
'everythingthey'cQuild,-usingthe rules, particularly' of the 
Senat~,,'to prevent ,this 'administrat:iohftomanymore , 

\, . ,legislativ~' achieve}llents, 'whether' they, agreed .'tVlth th'e~ or,
, ,:not'. ' . " " , I' ',' . ", ' , ," """, 

, 	 .. 
.", ' I 	 ',' ,A 

) .. ' . .' And' ,.rthi,hk, part of the reasqn 'for :that .is if you. 
" ." . ,,J,.ook ,C\,t,thecongres:$ional Quarterly ahaly~i's of this.,,' 

...'Corigr:ess'"it .has been.:a reinal;kably p;roductiye ,'congress .. 
"There are ,a/inumber 6f issues that -don';t ever seem to rise: to. 

th,e levta1,ol :,peop.ier s~:nte::est'~r'}ri~eritions,: ~uch, a'~ " , 
,", '~ procurement' refo,rm,' Wh1ch,lsa', huge lssue, and th,e VQce, 

presldentgot'thr6ugh;th~CoJlgl::esswhich;save literally 
billions of dollars:' " ' , , , , I 

," . 	 .. 'Q'But ,wo~ldn 't ,you"say begause the. Ho:use' isi-tiled 

i 	 MORE .\',1, , 
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, hy Democrats, thati it should' b~,easi'er'::to mai~ta'ii~' that '/ 
. , (i'na~dible') ,'Of' th~ legi$lation ~hatthe'whitT' H(mse,has '" .' 
'. sp-earheaded through Congress?', ' .' . : . " ': ' 

, '" . '~ . ',' " 

. . . \' . ';" I; ," ,~<'. 

.' . MRS. CLINTON:, I' ,think, that.' s a .~:... an inaccurate 
way of des;crl,bing jthEi si~uati6n\;;in .·the . se,nat~., :If you have 
to get 60 votes antl yoq.,dont:t have 60 'Democrats,'yoq. doh't 
control t,he. senatel~' So on "any, ,single: issue, ,whether. ,it' s ' the 

\' nomination of, an indiv~dtial for,'.a ce:J:;'tain~ position",or, whether 
it's a ,very'importhntpiece of legislat~on'like'lo};:lbying 

'reform,: a ~inority:of the. miriority c,ari basically stop any'
action. : . "'" ' ,,~'. '.' . , 

, 'Q Y~lispoke earlier with ,some. pride: about the" 
'. President,'s' reduction of the deficit. ' There'aremembers of'
',- , ',,". I ' ,'. ". ' . . 

your health care't~sk, force that don't, believe we can have; 
continued .reductio*:of.,thede'i.i:cit.and the ,health care " 

, program~< " Db you believe that ,the two 'are incoinpq.tible?'
, . !. . . ~ I 

. . I' " ,". ':', ' , ' ,., .. ,.... .. 
,. ,MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely. ,The President's' .. 

•' ," , , ' ,. ! .".', • • ' .. ,., ,

prl.llcl.pal 'l.mpet"!s ,:for mov:l.ng health care soqul.ckly" .l.S , , 
,becaus'e i·f yO].l 'do 'not reform health,'care, "yt)U,,~anriot continue 
to reduce' the defidit'~A'11the work 'this Presid(:int did to' \ 
bring about a:budg~t that, was responsible fiscally ,and: that' 

. '''.. . I ." " " ,
has led to' three"y~ars' of de~icit redudtion for the first, 
tim~ \since "Harry Tr;uman" he';was 'saying unless, we tackle the,', 
prOblems Qf, health 1c~~~ costs ~ ',Sqthey go hand ih hanq arid ': ' 
theyhavealwaysb~~n ,part 'of the' president's health care' 

,reform agenda' and ~ill' continue to '};:Ie.,' ".' , ,,". 
I.'

'., ,. 'Q'\ ,Do you!'J1ave any regrets about 'the, wily 'health " 
" . .! " , ", (

care' tadkforce:wa~ str~ctured,and functiohed, early last, , 
, year, that if, you' had b~en, somehow more, open, you ,wquld' have, ' 
come out of itwithl>a:plan, that had a broader, propo'~al?;' .' 

. ,,' I, ' ' \,;'. '.:, ~, ", ". ,..' " . • . ''' .. '. ..,,', " .,:,' ... ', ,'" 

,.MRS. CLIN;I'ON:, , I regret :th~t'. the way l.t func,tl.oned 
,was so my.bh misunde1;-stood and that we did not doa' better ,job' 
'of eithe:t· explal!1ing how it,fu.ndtipned9:tmaking some ' 
,revision in our functioning ~ , . , " ' 

, ' I " • ~. • I', ' '\' \ 
, :/ i' .' "" .",'j, 

'Tpere' has never been a process 6f drafting any 
'. . t "f .. I· '," . .. _.

pl:.~ceof legl.slatl.Cm that .l.ncludedmore people. 'And those, 
people' were not 'only .from the public sectOr t. they were also 

" from the p:tdvate se6tor I and they included members of,', 
, Congress f s staff. The bill itse'lf"was 'drafted in the , 
congressiqna,'l,.Of~,ic+ 'bui~ding' ~y ,congr~ssi6naf ,'legislative 

; drafters. ',' ',' ' ,
,. , , . 
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, -" "':;The, -~r~~i.~m',:t:qat,we C?~nf:on6:idin tryingt.a pu~ , 
tog¢ther ,a crash programto"brJ.ng, J.nto' one place all of ,the j, 

analysis of the' Am'erican he'alth 'care system mean:t ,that we: 
, '. r'; .' t f . > ,.' " .' ,t,' , ,'. _ '. ­

certaJ.nlyworked veryquJ.ckly and often ,encouraged all 
different kinds ofl points of view ,Qecause ,we want:ed tO'be 

, sure, that', no pOintlof view' was 'ove'r'looked 0, ,That, meant that 
. ;. 

youhaq tol?e ex:tr~mely, aware, of how ,ypu', c'<;=iuld' meld together 
these dif,fering,'perspectives. I _' , 

i. I I 	 "­I ' 	 \ ,.·.·1,' 

'Think that t4e' p~ople, working oJ). that did','avery 
go'od job ir:i achie"Jing a workable" defensible pi~ce, of ,~,

I, , legislation that'abcording ·to, the congre'ssi'6nal ,Budget, 'Off,ice 
would have reduced! the deficIt, 'in theQutyea.rs~, which was, of 

• '. .! 	 .' , • ',', 'I '" 
J.ts obJectJ.v~s, asiwel1guarantee universal :COVerage. 

" ,\' ",;,: [-:"'" ',",', ' , "',.' 

, Part of our problem" was that we did not have'. an 
opporturdty, to ,talk about a loto£' what was,'going,· on during 

'tho~~ ,~Cl.rly months I'l;>ecl::mse, e"7:ty:body~as v:or~ing,s6 .hard <and 
becc;tu~e the. budget j,w:a's' the, 'prJ.lnar'y o~~ectJ.,v~of the, , 

,.i. , 	 admJ.nJ.str?ltl:qn ~ ,S0, health :care had to, take, ,a ,back seat. ,It 
could not havebe,el.l 'the "primary' focusd1J.iing the, f.irstse"en' , 
or eight ,months of i'the':administra:tion~, 'sutwe always ;kn:ew ,'-, " 
,that 'once we preseRted the bill, :",there would be eriormo,us! ' 
public discussion, !as' there turnea out to be,. , ' ' " I 

'" ' , ,'" ' "',, j " ,." ': : ,', , ": i ' " " ", ", , <' , " "\:' " 
" ,So 1 think thls'idea that'somehow thlsbill was. 

, ~'d~afted ,. in' s~E3c:tet *y,thousai'~ds: oi. 'peo.pl,e, is .a 1itt.;l'e b:it 'hard', . / 
"to argue~'But I. accept ,the fac,t that ,for whatever' , ' :." :." 

" " 

r .combination of rea~ons" people had"the impres,siont,hat was.: 
, sol· Butev~n ·.if it.were so, the ,bill its~lf ,was,publ.ic.' 'And' 

l' , . . -, . '" \. • " .- ..' ,_ , " j. " 

,all' of the. analysef:r be~·lJ.nd J.tw~s. maci~' ava,l,lable to·' any 
, member of , Congress IwhO'askedfor, J.t., . / 

, : . " . I ,.. 	 ;,
,,' '" / ' So, there ihad never, been a process Like that ~ . 
'Usual;ly billf;,',are9rafted' ih somebody' soffice, ,attd you never 
know,wh6participat~d in the drafting of ,the, bill. ' , So ,we 

,learned a',lot from ,\that -process. '\/ ' " ,I., 1 " 

• " • • \ ~ I. ' \ " .' ~ 	 ~ ., j , ' 

" . . "i. '\ '.' '.,.' . ,,' . 	 \' 

", ,', Q'What'J,¢ntw~ong' with that,,(ina~dible)?,' 
, 	 .' I 

" '", MRS,. 'CLJ;~TON': Oh" l' think' ~hat' we'presented ha~d 
choices'. 1 mean i this is' not ,a 'quest,ion of what, went wrong 
with the process ,;11 don" t, bell'eve';' it's' a, question of wh,at ' 

" , choic~ ..,were we goin~ "to ~a~e ~ubs.tarrtively ~ .'" " 

,\ " "The presi6e~~,: S'~00d for uni~ersal coV~ra'~ei' which 
,h~ bel'ieves is the:, ,best' approach for u's to,' achieve, as a 

" '. It , 	 • , • 
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. , .' ~ountry."because ,':ilt's :not, only; the' right thing. to do ~. to '. 
'cover everybody, ilt, s·' also the smart economIc decision <for 

.' the' cmintry to ma~e. Be'caus,e unless: everybody isc,o-iie:ted,.· 
~ you 'cannotrcontrol: costs, there will always be cost' 'shifting. 
, '..,'" 1 \ . . , ," ". .' •

And ·.what.w,~/confronted when we:" came forward wIth our proposal 
··were disagreemen:ts! i'that ar,e,' part" of: the.. ' l,egislative process~, .' 

.. There. ar1e, ~ fP~':.~XaniPI~, ~ Onl~."three' ways tQ get' to 
universal 'coveragel. 'Eit;.her you have' .tax i . which substitutes, 
for. the private ins.urance systemi'or you .have an' individual 

· mandatei,a's a I;lumb~r of Repuhlicans.ini:tially propo,sedi..'or 
you have. what ,we p!roposed, which was 'a plan to buiJ,d on the 

:. 7xisting empIOyer':~asedsystem. T~i!t· wa:st,he're~l political'­
Issue·that the Congr~ss and,the C::9untry, confront·e<;i.. 

, , '1 ' 

" .." : I (beiiev~' 'most": other i~sti~s could hav~' b~en .worked 
, '. '.. :" 1 '.' \ ,. 

,out if we couldhav~ .ever figured 0\lt how we.could have' . ;,' . i 
.combined whateverb:isources were necessary "toreach ·the "point 

I 'f " " .... \ . • ' ,'. •• ,\ , 

. \. ,where ,every .Am~r Ic?-nwas maklIfg'a~ contrlbutlo!l i even~eople, . 
on ,welfare w.eremafiri,ga ,contributibn~., That~s.' V?hat the ," 

,'president.wanted, but :we could,. not work out the political 
,;.problem'sof. that, kind. o~,.'approach·.·: :".: . ' . ,"',:",' 

, I 

:'Q." H6'w,ate you going, 'to do. that theriext time 
:, . " \ ' 

.around·? ' , I . 

.:.: .. MRS'. CLINTON: \ , We are going' ;to start talkirtgabout. 
that; but:w~don'tlhave ~ny pre6onceivedriofiori'abotit what ' . 

. " ..t~e'P~esiden:t will Ipropose or how ,it. wi:).l be presented. We . . 
'hav~' to' do, a bettelf -j6biri rebuttirig the 'oppo'sition to health 

care. reform, whic::h 'allow,ed this time to' really get.a .life of . " 
its, own. \ . " " ,\ 

'. . ' .,',And,many Ic,l.alms\tere, mad~ ;thatwer'e' ~ust not 
ac:::.curate, bu:t'we co,uldn't 'stay ahead :,Of, those" andso,,'nex,t 

· ~ime'~/ .wh~teve::' th7iproposal, i~i ,.we. 'w,:i~l ,trY",to do :abett7r 
Job ,In communIcatIng, and ,educatl'on people, sotl)at even If' 

, . ~.• ', 1,' ,....,,' . ' ..
they dlsagre~ at ..tneend of the' process, ,we .WIll. the an 

.it;formed.' d~bate', 'w~iCh I fhiI,1k. is 'critical' to .reaching some 
" kl~dof ,c,?nsens1JS:. '1_' . , 

'; Q : 'It ~ppl~ars' to "me' to be :(;!. lo't of ,resentment 
towqrd"y6u,:,for lead!ing the'h~althrefor~'effort and· a lot of' 

· resentment in g~nerlal" from right wirig, Republicans. ,po. 'you. 
· agree with that? 'A;nd why .. do you think' that's sq? , ' 

. t.· 
. .;" I . ' .' 

.\ . 

" MRS. CLINTON: .. O:tt ,I' think anytime, you move from , . ,·1··· 
, ' .. I·' . 
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'I the level of, rhetdr1,6, ana :speech~making to policy and,' , 
. " .....". • 'I ' ' • . " ' , ' .
',.' leg1s1at1ve ,act10n,there's ,gOH)g to be 'a ,lot' of 'controver~y~. 

- I have said sever,ail times 'in the last couple of weeks that if "": '. 

, the, 'president wh~n' elected had'd,ecided' he was going to :go' ' 
around 'the ,country] making :eloquent spee~hes'about all of-:our 
problems and :blami1ng<allkinds'of, factors ,and -people '.for the" , 
difficu~\tie~ we' faice, but not;: really ,doing anythl.ng,' his, ;,,' 
populari ty, would, tie ,cons iaerable ., ' '".' , 

" ',." .I:.' ./
\ , 

. , ' ,,'.' ",Becati~e~f yo~ don! t':move: f~om th~" rheto~ical t'~' 
, policy arid, politics, 'you stay above ' the:fray. " You stay out­
: . bf the'coritroversy:~ .,; But'this .Presid~nt and this; yice" 
. ~ President ,as, you:':all ,k,now frem' peing inT,emres'seeJ had this 
, idea that, parte! ,':why they we're 'electedwq.s ' to solve '. ' 

problems.!' And you1 know, that ,old' saying; ,there are t:wo things
." . . , I . . ' .' . ,'. " >. - ~ '.j , ... 

'\ . you·shquld never watch,be1:ng, ~ade :\s~usage ·and leg1slat10!l.' 
,Well; ,this :'adininis~ratipn has made a' wholei lot of sausage,' 

'i 

and,1'vebeeni ina,small'w,ay,: involved in that., 
, . ' '.' ,;.' ," I " " :' , ,""" .' , ' .• 

, '" And oncei',y6uget in ·to ':tiyi:ng t.o 'actuai~iy 'bring 
aboqt J change instead bf just 'talking about, it, , ther'e' s 'going " 

" ,to'};>7controyersy,i 'aria,"1 th:~nk.,' :that '7-jusl;, comes with the, 
terr 1 tory. . ~ r.. ,. .' 

\ . , 
. I . \ 

" , I 
~ 

• ; I' 

" ' Q : bon' t, ;you.' feel that some of the attacks:' have 
become more' personal, though, on you,' as,far as ,substan:tivel'y

• . '" I,. '. .. ", ..' ; 

'.d1f~erent ,from p~l:lcy? ,I ,hear ,--, I mean,' you, talk a~out, the, 
" (inaudible);of: :Rusp L~mbaug~, some o,f the talk shows, and 
, ,there's O,n~udibre1' Fr.anklin now •. ',How do, you e!{plain' that or 
" "::_, . or do you even try? :: ' , ' ,':', 

, I " 

. /' ,'MRS. .•CL.I~TON:, ,i think that'it's always"'easier'to ' 
engag~ in per-sonal jattacks than ~o ',:dotheh<;ir~ work of ,poliCy 

,'!" analysis ~ariq. figuririg"out how to solve",problems in 'a,i, ' ,,' : 
• , • • '\' J • I . . .~ , .." .' . •• ., .' 

,pra9mat~c" effe,ct1ve way; -And 1t' s, ,a:lso t someth1ng thatk1nd, 
'o:f appeaT~, tb,a, cettain',elE3;mer:tt in society ,and you, get some " 

, immed,iate ,f~edbabk~ . ""'." " , ", , \" .. , 
", , \' " .. I. , ' , 

, ' 

.: , "", .. " ' 

., 

\. 
' ,I think that's just"',,part of ,'the Amertcan polit.ica'l 


,I, scene, unfo:t,tunat,ef,y, today where there: ,appears, to be a ).ot, ", 

, , \ ,'of name-c~lling an'll' personalatt.ack, instead -of ,trying to work, 


, together t,o s,<:,lv,? the ,problems' that 'we, have :at' the lop'ali an<;i ,,: 

state and 'nat10nall,level. ' , ' 

" ' I ' • .' '". ;" ',.. 

, f. . " ' i, " , ,' '.' ' , ' , ' "j 

, ,But ,I just can't stop'-lpng eJiougl1 to worryabqut
.', , • I' ',.' ...'...".. '. c •,that 'because I th1nk, a, lot' Of1,t lS mot1vated ,bycommerc1al 

consid~rat~ons andlPolltical advantage, and that~s ,the/choice 
/" \ " , 

,I' , ' MOR-E, ' ' " '., 
, ,; I~, '" ' \., 

, .:/ 
" 

, \ .' . 
, 

. ~ . , 

, J :'. ' 


~. : \ i 
, I' " 

c. , , I , \
i 

I,' 

! , 
"I 

. I, ~ 
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• 	 ~ , '""; - ,- ( .', . . " i. ,'~:,' " ~, ". ,'. ,. J . .' . , . ',' " " 

tha,t', those pebpl!= Imakev~" I Idrat.h~~ t,r,y tQ be.pal;'t. of 'solving 
,; .problems. instead'of ju!;tsitting' th,e~e criticizing. otl;ler-, ': -, 

" ,'pe9ple ~n':i 'p()inti~g, firige:;r!;,' whlch, i::> not~'T think',. ,v,ery "~'" ,~ 
: ," productl.ve. r '.' 

, ,., "i . I.; , 	 •.. .1 
, i . I .... 	 '.~ "' \ 

. ,;,':Q Beforie we· run,_ o:ut, . I wonder 'if' you' p s.harewitn 
us . som'e "of,y:our. personal. highs 'and personal lows 'since moving\ 
.to 'the :whi.1::e Hquse:,., ., 	 ',\ ... "', '. ' 

.,i:' . . ,,' 	 , .. . ", . 
. I. ..MRS. CLl:NTON: "Well'iwe,'ve had an ,ext~aordinary

. ' experienc;e' in, Wa'sh1ington and it has been, a real eye-'opener . 
. I ':arid'a real ;Learnin~' experi'ence. Coming from state ' 

1 , ',' .' 1· " . 	 -, 

). .government, as thel president ,did, where people seem to be 
focussed on ·trying!, to solve, problems at 'the local arid state:-; 
leve,l, it, has bee~Vsomethingof ,a;,surprise ,s~eing~all,'of\t.he .;' ,

gamesmanship that' goes, on in Wasningt,on and' all of tl}e '. . 
posturirigand. all bf the' spe'qial :interests that ar'e callinci 

'. 	 " I' " , .' > 1 t I • - •the shots too often. ',', ' , . , ' " , 
. 	 '. .. .' . ~", ' '!' ' " ' '\ .' \' " 

:, I' , ". But" havihg s;'aid:thati :it'has ;beery :largely:a v~ry 
pO,sitive expe~ienc~ for~me Pfai'sqn.a:q,y,. ,I feel,privileged an/d,:" 
grateful ~o have bren c:l' ,parJ of ,what we're, trY·l.ng·,to do ',' "',, 

.	together ' l.nt.hecountr.y. . And I feel,', too" that hl.story, has'a / 
funny. wayo~ffilial~Y:-: catching up with re~lity .':.' ',', ' , ,;:, 

" 	 " , " ':, i .' .' ,', ')" .,' , 

'. ," And whenl'you.'look at th'e st,ap,s, tl;lat.'h~ve be~n't'aken 
in ,'the ,.1nitiativesl that this President and'VicePresident 

, ; 'have begun ~.':i:' beI ierve that ,'people' ar.e e'ventuaily:~ going to 
I', 

,', -" .•••••• 	 understand what th~y are"doing and ,appreciate the $t:eps they" 

hcrve takeh. It' just maybe a little more, difficU.],t to, get . 

that across th~m p'~rhaps ariy of us 'expe'cted initially because 


,~:,o'~all 'thestatiC'frithe airwaves,'.; and::bebause 'of the, you" ' 
kl?ow, hi<fh expeqtations, and t:he desi,re for' peop~e 'to 'have 
change~ rl.ght npw.:, " ' 

!.... 1 

.! ," . t ',' .., " ,.' , ,/ " 
, 'B,ut I,· am i very qoh~iden:t 'about the ,future, and, 

cert.atnlY.aboutth~·prom:lse.ofthis admini$tration"wl:lichI" 
think is beilJg, fult~lled !anq .. willc6ntinuet~ . be,." ,Sci I' for me 

,! personally, that hq.s been the' great opportun~ty and, a·· ,,' 
. 'priv,ilege. that ,I (inaudible) 7"- ;' ' .. 

':, :', • " " " 'o" ,I I. ",.' , ', ...., ," ," c·' ',' , '. 
,', ':. 

" 
,'Q Has there been,' one great moment, aJoove. a'll?, 

, .1 " '" . " .." '.." ,'. ' ',' .J: 
" I " MRS., ,,CLINTON: , 	 No., I.-can't point to"anyonegl?~at 

, mome'nt·.'·, ' ! ' ,,' , ,. ' . 	 .~ " 
.. 

,I 	 I, 
"Q <Any o~e"low moment?, ' 

, ' 

. ' ~ . 
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',MRS'. CL]NTON:' Oh,no. ·.Therehavebeena lot of·, .1 'I ... ..,' .... '.e, 
 tough challenges and there ,have been. pe:d;orial losses.thfit , 

,·have peen hard fer. 'us. ',~Moving to' Washington; losing my , • I 

. '. ,·...·1 '.' ,'" "'. . ,.., ' ' 
. fathe~" andhfivlng .our frlend Vlnce Fos.ter kll1 .hlmsel,f ,.' and 
then losing my mother-in-law. Thosec have been the harder' . ,.. 	. . , . I .... . , ,..,..... .. " . 
~6ments~INothing ~olitical,·,persbnar traged~e~_thathave.been 

, tough 'on ,all ofui:L, ,'. ,',.' .- , :.,',,. r . ,
'j , 	 .'l ", 

, '" 'Q ,1's. th'er'e.' anotlrer, issue .b~sides, heaith 'care that' 
I 	 . ~" we might· s'ee "Hilla!ry' CJ;inton g~t .inyolved 'in' in ,.the coming 

year, (inaudible) ilike .wel~'arer~form, or do~s)ba)dngcookies 
look 'better alJ.d 'be:t~erall the t·lme?. (IJa:ughter ~) ,',

" 

," . i'. ' \ ' ."
.}. 

.",.'.'. ", .' ... " . 
. "MRS'. CLINTON:.' No', I think' that I've done my share 

, . of that' and I will:coritinue t'e) do my 'share oJ it. Nothing . 
'<like a ;good 'cookiel arid a. ~up. ofhqt tea on a cold aftern<;>on. 

. , , 

. ,I .' '" - .' .. 
I ' . 

, '> ,Q .How about .( inaudible)? . 
'-, ..•.. I.. • ... , " ., , . -".: 

' .. 1 ..' ,. '" • , . 


. . . '·MRS .. C~INTO~: Well, I' want to ,centin~e doing what' 

I· have', done ,for in'ost of my' adult' life"which ,is working ori· . 

l?eha~f ! of .c~ildreni~ s issue~ and'family'JssU:e'~:' '::Ahd: I' :-eally 

',saw',he~~th care. aSI part of: that, agenda.' ,I 'dldn!.t ,see ·l.t ,as, 


, ". 

somet~lng, you put pver' on th~ s;Lde and say, . well",! ~n:t, gOlng 

, to ,go work on) health,·ca:r:e ..,. ,:' . I' ' '. 


:'.. . ' .' .' I.:,' . . ,.' ! .. ;, ; 
, • 	 -\.1 -. I!. \.-", J • ", '. '." .. '. • 

, , . ", . r came to it' from .th~' pe~spect.ive ,of wanting 'to:' ­
'giv,e 'familiestheresQurces ,theynee~ed to .. de the job"they , 

., " ." wanted to do, with',their own children, and'!- want. to continue:'. ' '.' ".' 1 '. ..' .', 	 .' . • 

" :t,Ospeak, out on. that.' , ,And,. I ',think there ,are ,a' number of' ," 
, issues ,that.I'have!'work.ed o'n in. the' past which I will 
'~ontinue to talk ,about and try to relate,to the ~~etall 
. mission of this ad~dnistration. ':, '" 

}..... .... ." .:: .'j " !', ,"" ,', " "'.. c· . 

r' 	
,I am' personally very. concerned about the children' 

• 	 . I . .... '.. '. I ' , ,.\and, vl0lence and 'the" stresses .that famliles :fa·cebecause of '., 
the leyel6f. violertce', in .the'ir' neighborhoods· and.even their: 

. ' s:chooL" But it',s c1tlso a"health is'sue'. ", ,u ,.' " . ' .. \ 
I\ ," . " . 

. ' ..'. .'. " ,"YOU',' ca'ni19t, ~oto'a"trauma,~nit/ ',a:s I hav~' done~ 
.,'1,. 

'. repeatedly. around t.hlS qountr,y ," and' talk-to emergency' room .' ,
'. ", I, ...., '. i·, . , " .'. " ..
doctors, ,Who t~IIW~.. that they, .are now; faclng· t,l.orr lflC, health . 

, ipsu'esbe·cause.' 'chi+dr~'Ti 'are: being victims of 'gunsho,ts at n:IUcn, 
earlier ,ages arid/with assault>weapons .-:- they are,beiI}g :' " 
.riddled with. 'b,ulle~s'tha.t, makes it,,'m·ore'.diff~cult :to"saye' 
:them':-~ without ,caring 'about: life., So tpose,'-","" that's onf3 

.' 'example':of,an issu~ that ':1 ',feel 'is'; relatedto.'what I've 
. I " . ~ . : .. ..'. ,,/ , ',' I: • 

. ", '....... 1" ". 
--:. . ~. , , i "MORE," 
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,-1 '. '.;', '.' ", '. 
always 'done and' tnat· I want, to coritinueto ·work· Oi1~ ",'. 

',_ '.' • f· •. ' . " ­

" I

e"', 
.,' ~'~ :,M~s.'i~Li,nt~~,;. (in~udibie) specificthirigsyou: 

'picked up' on in an 'article in' The New Yorke.r> and they
'. '. . .. ". I I • . .. ' , ..•. .' 

, questl0n wheth¢rcrlme w.0uld;be.somethlng ,that you'd be 
.,).', 

interested in (in~udible) .. ~ecause there'l?'somethiru{Tike, 
•. apparently ,tpere'lsnothing ,llke, your ,inv61yement .hCis·' helped,' 
to raise thespot]ight qn it,. like you did with' health', . . .. ,. 


, I' reform. " I know' cr.ime 'is up there; people are looking at i t ~ .
" , . ,I, . ....... .. 

.but to get that much print abo~t it, Iyouknow., :.' .. 
, .' . . :. ," .,' ,. ~ . I' . .- ~ .,: .' . ....'. '.''J' . 

, , ~MR~. ~LI:NTPN: "Well,"I·th,il'1kwe've got a real 
opportunity with t'gecrimebi:ll be,ing passed 'to bring 

.. atte~t,ion.to.! Wh~t\C?mmunit~es':c.a:J?dot6, h~lpthemselves in';' 
dea:llng~·wlthcrlme,; I mean, tl:lere's a\perfect, example.; 

, .~. . '. -..... .' . 
'j.. ' . ','"

,"', \'-', ... ' 'That. crife b~ll had been. in Congress ~or' six years. 
" And everybody lovea to' talk about lt" but nobody, could put ' 

, .', together, the' 'votesi t'o' 'pass, i t.i 'until this,'president ,beat. the ~' , 

, .NRA ..' .And I' know ·that '·that, is not· a political plus in ~some . 
. l .. regions 'of the. Couhtry,'but,I am·personally'grateful'.that we 

. , '-. •• .'. "I . ., ' ••• • . 
are beglnnlng to, talk sense .about guns and Vl01erice;' I de . 

. not believe tli:at the !framers'of our constitution' eve~'~' " 
. ..' I ~ • .; , \ 

, enV1Sl0ned 15-yeariolds' wlth ,Tecq 9s'roamlng, the stre~ts 'of _ 
,Memphis., i'\ :, "'," ., 

. SO-1f wei ca'n .begin;·to· impleI1lent the crime' bill by 
;gett111g;, the polfcer on the street!? Jarid.usin<l them e~fectively:',.\ to both' prevent crime .andappreherid crimi'nals, 'if.' we ,can, 
'begin to have .the·tougher, sentences,' particularly "three 

:- strikes artd ,you ~ r,e I'out,,, i:ind the prison cohstr¥ction tha:~' 
comes with this bitl" then',we can begin to, try to ,prevent' , 
,crimes .. ' , . ! )," ' . .' .: ' . 

'. " 

,I 

.' .. , And 'yo~~avechamp~oned s'6~e ::qf'this p~kveiltion, . 
" '. I ' ", • '\' .' 

. because I think.· you ,understand that if ,'we dOI)'t de "something 
. ,

( 
' ':to.give ',kids' oppor~uniti'esin't~eirn~ighborho~dsto have ', . 
.' ,good' .in't;eraction with a pos~ti"e', adult role mo~lel and. to ,get 

.., off the streets with . rec:reational' oPPQrtunitJes,weare' going 
,'. to beswimmfn,g ups~ream for a long 'time iri..,this Crime battle. 

, . ~ i.· , .' '.. 
Se;> ariyth~ngthat, any ofc;;us,in the large~,coinmlmity,' .1. 

throughnewspapersfl.churches, buslnesses, goverl?ment,
'j' • '. ,whatever, .to imp1enient this:,crime, billl::"ight will b~, a blig. 

rst~p forwa·rd., .And iif .1 .can ,he,lp ,:' I'm' ,going, to do alltha;tI 
" can. . ." /. . . ..' 

, '. 
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. , " " '. . ' . Q' Y6u,r IhUSb\,~dga~.e .wh~t some peoPletl.'o'U~ht was. 
, , .' , ' 

( '. one of :tI~s, bet~er ispeeches her~" lc;u~t 'Rovember. " ,Sl.r:ce~h~n,'e I've not,pl.cked up,o.n ,that recurrl.ng theme, oft~n ,l.n1hl.s the 
, 'I" """ 

" ',administ:r,atiC>n., 90 you t:hinkthi;lt will ,change?" ' 
) ,I 'i' ',' ' " " " 

, " MRS. CL:DNTON:, Y6uknow,he':s: spokeriabou1;:.:i:t, a 
, "lot~ ,~u't- ft., 1s~ha~d ,:t?":g,et coverage: for a recurring :them'$'," , that 'l.~ not the ,subJect of controversy. ',And this is"orie of 

the ,dilemmas we fa!ce.""" " '''. 
" I _ ( ., ", 

I . ! " ' , 

, , ' ' ",' The, pre~ident went, tp ,'a'n , ~nner' city, school ,in ' , I. :' 
W~shir:gtor:and :jusjt hf,1~ti_6ut told ~idsthey should, not be:, , 
engag.l.ng'l.n sex\:ial1act:lvl.ty at thel.r ages, they should ,not 
b~'come'pa:rents.:' That"s 'the kind of mess~,ge 'we needto"l)ear 

- - ,.1 _, •. ". . "", ..' .' .' ' over and; over, agal.·n.' But l.f" l.t 's, publl.cl.z,ed, once, ' l.t' s not 
',C6nsid~re<;1 newswor:thy ,the, next', time around. , :'He,' s -gone on ,,' , 
numerou~ ocdq;si9nsi ~o- 'talk~ abQ~t '~~spo~sibiilty <;':l'1d what' , 
everyone of us has to do to become' more responslble.: " ,, , ' . '; I ' " "': ,,:, " , .' , " 

, " ,But -somehow' we've'gottO," ~s a:', larger ~cominuTiity , " 
keep ,t~is conversa~ion go:i,ngand not just hIghlight ,one, I' , 

speech, oyerlook' not what the ,President or,the Vice,President 
. ·1 ' • " "',,, . • . ~. 

or other,people"sa;y on' a, qUl.te frequent basl.s, but overlook' 
·,.~~U~~psthat ~re! b~in~ ta)Cell;otfa~~late ~t.heitwords in~o ..'., 

i ", '" This welba~e' r~form' prop6saiis r:eal, 'again. il 
~ . ", p' J ~.. -, 4"' " _ ' , " , - ' 

meani' ,we hadpeopl~ in WashJ:ngton,'~vho',vebeat up on' welfi;lre,.' for decades' without, real1ydo~ng,:,mu6h: about' it, beca:use what ,:' ' 
, " t· '0 .t ., "'. •'0 It

"'i.'l,ould ,they . hav:~ ,dope,for a,' PO'l'lt'l.ci=l1 ,\l.s~ue lf' w~ '7ye~ , " 
, actuallyfl.xed ~el~are.,' ' " ' 

., ",' 

, , 
", \ , ,,' This' 'pr~ki;dent is aNeWDem6~~at.:He g~~s,ther~',


',., ." he ,pre~en'~~ a ,biilL; £tis 9,oing,tobe hammer'ed out, in. the
, 

,,' ,I - ,,' ' '. " " ,,nextCongressjunless,tqe ne-w, Congr~ss decldes they'd rather, 
have 'an, issue inst~ad'9f a reformed welfare system, l:;lecause' 

'"J he, ~el;ieves I in w6rf, ,and~espon,si'pilit¥. ,,', ' " : I, ' 

:r , , I' 
" " , ' 'e '1' " , '/ " 

So, at every .step along the w~y,i' if you really ,loo~ 
at thes.eacqomplishments" it) 1sthe 'missi~n: of this' ", ' , 
administration, iflyou listen,to~he ~~e~id~nt'and the vice 
pre~ident'"to,'~mpd¥er people, to, "berespo'n'sible, and then'to ' , 
hbicl' them,accountable,'far their' actions. " And I' thirikthat's " 

,a, se'c;t~, change' 'inth~way Washington' has tcHkedbecaus'e we've 
been locked ,in' 'this futile and false'debate between liberal' 

, ;- and cohservative, clind Republican and ~ Democrat.:', '" ',(' ',',,: " " " , 'I ,t " , ,I,,' ' 

, , 
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; ' . . ': 

. _ 'oj, 
" 
I:". 

" I 
, I 

I'" .. ' , I , - I" ',I, 

, t" ,

I' " 
,,' 

.. \ 

http:sex\:ial1act:lvl.ty
http:recurrl.ng


' I 
, 

, I 
, I 

1 ' J ~ ,' ...-	 , 

':, )I ' 
," 'J 

,) 
, .J" , ' , , 


i,', I 


,I.'. " 	 17
.. 'i

I.. 	 , 
, ' ; : ' _ . " "' 4 • ~ . .• .:.. • . . ,~. 	 , ( 

,They've",lbeen, arguing. with 'each, other, One claiming' 
that, you know, the 'individual is an is'land:unto hims'elf and, 
therefore, 'pas: to itake total responsibility for everything , , 
that, goes ,on an(j" the other saying"no, no, society's" , ' 

, " ' ~';' , '.' ' , ' 

~esponsible. 'Ai totally false debate.' And ,we need to,cu~' 
\ "'. . • J . ./ •• . . '. . 

, ,through lt" and startflgur:lng out' ,how to solve' problems,' and,' 

! ',' 


:that' s' w~at theY'~e been trying to do and, ,~a~king about i:t as 
they,go?llong., ,,',.. 	 "') 

, " 	 ", ", '" ' , ..',' Q 'LO'()kJng b~Ck ~t the whiteny~ter ,issue"99 .you,' 
wish you ,had gone iaheadand, released some'" documents 'earlier? 

. "...., " .:], ',~ _." ," ,: .~, . "; "', . : " .- '".' \ ,',:. : "" 

I 
, ' , I ' , ", , ,', 

" , " "MRS., CLI'NTON: Well, you know, that's always the " 
kind' of question "y"lou: answer with2oj2ohindsight. We never ,," ',. 


I ' 
 uriderstood~hy,this ,issue got to be so·blowJ) up in the first 
(, '." ',' 'place ~ ?ind, I '~0~1d':1<??mmend;t6'you ,a, ,r,e~eht' ar~icle ~n,Hc;trper' s : 

. 'ma~~Zlne, 'w~~ch,pollnts,out how o(~~base the lnvestlgatlon of . 
, ,thlS' whole lssue"has, been. ' ... ,', '"',, "" ,'J' 

'I "", 

~,' ." 'So, ifthler~'~e:~, some; way' i~retrospe:ct.we, could 
,'have tried to put, [it ~o 'bed, pf course wewoul,d' ~ave:'done ,so.' 
It seemed to us that lt was blown out of proportlon. , I , 

, believe when it,: isl all said'and done,' peop'ie ~w{ll, scratch,' , 
, "I ,their hea~d, and ·wonder what all ,the fuss and, the money spent 

',' was 'f,or, but we'll\just'have to see i~,·thr:oughnow~' " 
, ' ", Ii'" ". "'., 	 " '" 

. 	 " 'A PARTIC[PANT: "I think we've 'got time for, one more,
" , 	 I '-' ,,',-	 questlon. " ' i, ' , '~ , , , 

,I •• 

'I,'},'", ' , ' , 
, , , ,Q Now that you ',ve beenexpo,sed to, the, ',' 
Wa'shingtoni,?in( inaUdible); per se/ ,beyond this" ' ',' :, " 
administratio.n, dol y~u,see, a future, role f~r Hillary tl,inton 

i,npoliti.C~?' ,:'\' I ",\",,"~, 	 ", "::,:', 	 , " 

, MRS., CLI~TON::" Well" the ;preml~e of thatquestlon, 
,now "that I've been i exposed to Washlngton' -- ,you can guess:at 
'an., answer." '(InaUdible.)' c,"', ' " " 

'YOU' kno~1 I'Ii tell' you '·what, I ,miss the Ark~msas " 
l'eg{slature,. ' You know, , I miss, you 'know,getting together" 

, I ( I' '. I," '",'" ",' " 
and figuring out wf;1at we"re going to do to,sqlve problems" 
t:ogethei:"and not p~<::king ,up ,the'n'ewspaper and reading about,· 

, al+ of this game-:-play,ing that ,goes on. ,I (ind a' little 'bit' 

.out ,of ,the mainstr~am,. at ,least' ,as: I underst'an'd\ it" about 
what we should be" doing "in Washington.' " ... ,' '~ " 

.. ". I'" ' , 
,I 

" 
, I ' ' , 

MOREf 
• I', ' 

",1 , 

" 
,', 

~ I " ' 

\ ' 

, '- \ , 

http:i~retrospe:ct.we


-

. ", ' 
:, ' 

j" • 

_ ' ;" '18 , ' 
, ,,' , I" '" , ' ' , , I ' , '" i,I ' 

\' 

Q The sausage looks 'better from Little Roc;::k than 
,it does 'from .' I, 

"< :',III" -
,I 

" ' ;,:1, , " ' ' , ,.', ' 
, " , ' ,MRS. ,CLINTON: Well:,. I'll ,tell you 'what. You' know; , 

, ", ..1"" .... ..- .'
we've, made a l'ot 9f,sa.u~age :1.n.Wash+ngton and It' ,hasn,'t been 
easy, ,YOll k':l0w!, ''J[hat ::sausaCfe wasmad~ w:hi:le 'pe~pl~,:were' , 
,t~rowlng,brlckbats an<;l puillng the rug out from under the 
'fe_et of a ,lot of' folkf;i;, but at least itgot,made~ ',And .I "~' 
,th:Lrlkthe country'iisbetter'"off 'for it and""r' think 'it~s' been 
, a ,very fmport?lnt ..20 months. ' , , \' 

: ' ", '::, ',A~~ I' "ilel 'gr~~t abo~t wha't' we have been', able' ~o 

get "dbne ~' ',I thl.nk ,our ,challenge, is to get out' there and. " 

explain :it to :peo'~le, and bilk ab,?ut: it" and ~ake, sure it 


, works;, you ,know, make sure, t,hat wl).at' the presldent ahd',the 

"t' ' , " ! _. 

, Vlce pFesldent have fought;. for actually works to' change 
, , J?eople's ,Lives" ~1d ,then':ith~'nkthefuture'ta:kescare of 

1 tself. ' \' ; , ,I 

. : t .. . .' .. , r,.' .. , ,.. " .'.' '. . 1 ~• I.' • , '" 

",' ',,' "," Q ,W,ell,L since,) don't, have the guts to ask you 
, (in~lI:~,ibte)," tel1.]me ,if you and tlieFirst Lady getto" ': \ 
',cpordlnate, your Ol.ltflts'? ,It ',looks 'great.' ' 

I , 1 ' " " ' 

" MRS. CL]NTON:, No" we both noticed that' on, the ,'" 
'airplane. ,.' - , ! '. " ' 

, 
" I. 

,1,.'"PRESS SE<:R~TARY: ' I'm th,e 'oddball' outfit. 
" I ' , , , 
, I" " 

, 

, , Q There's 'a memo. ,:', ,
i , ' . ". 

, ' I ,"" ,'" ' 
,:', PRESS· SECRETARY:. ,'And,T'm the pre$s, secretary , ...'.;(

you'd think I would 'coordinate it. ',' , 
, I 

r ,.', 

, " ," j", , , /,:' ' 

. MRS. "CLI:NTON: ,NO, but --, but I ·have 't'o.,\teil you , 
, that, tha,t·has been the question I've been most ~sked in the' 
last 2 ' we~ks. "I',,"" , " " 

\, 

" ~" 'iIas' 'ilt ,', ':~eallY? '-': ". 
",' ':, ,,, " , , ,,' , ' 

: .. 

,MRS. CLIINTON: Yes, ma,~ am" it' has '. l' wl.sh 'it,y.'ere 
, ..I,'., : I ' ,"'Itrue., 

" . "'" ',' 

, , 
I ,I , 

'" i! * * * *,* 
"',j.

, '," ' 

, 

: ... ' 

" t'.. } 
, ' 

"', ::1' '" " ''MORE, -, '1 

I 

'" 

',"," ' " I 

,I \, 

, ' 
;, "\ 

, " / 

... " 'I' 
, " " 

'> 


