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I",; For Immediate Re~eaSe" ;" 	 Oc:tober,T, 11994, 

,i ",,' '\ :',:) " ",\. 1,',\;~t~~:'~i:'4H~ FIRST LADY ~', :' "" " !,', 

"" :. " I",,,, ,,"," '""" 

\' 

'" 

, " :AT, ST~ JUDE',S CHILDREN'S':CENTER ' , 

'/" ,', 
 :-. ': '; , M~PliIS'" TENNES,SEE'" 	 , ,,' 

, ' " , ,I ',.. ' " , 	 " i,',.. \ 
;,' . . . ·1 '. ,.J -'.'" '. ,J:. , '\ t ' • • -. , • ,"',:1 ,',.1_ " \ ',1' 

,": " " '. ",MRS. ,CDINTON:, ,'Thank you ,$.0 much" 'MarI9" and ,the ':,' /: 
"" . entb:E?T~P~<:t~ :fa~iIY."Thank,You~ ',Dr 7'i Ni7nhu:i,sand' ,the ,entire , 

'\ "staff of ,th?-srell1a:rkable,~()ll~erfulh()sp~ta1., Thank you all" ' 
".' . 

, \' who ar,e part"of J~LSAC (phonetic),and,the'supporting; ,~", :,' ':., 
, ' \ 

organiz'at:ions 'th~t' ma~Ea this hospitat l'ive and ,give l:lfErto ':, ' 
'so,many c.tiildren~I' ',' ",' " ',' ',' ' ,

'I" 	 " ,,', :,' .. ' .' ~ .., .' '". 'I:·· . ;'.. '''. \'~\ ,-" :~: .: ~ ".', "-, '.', ,:..~ ~ .1 

, ,,)' Th~s ,.'lS, ap e~traord~nar~ly emot~qnal ,t~m~ fo:.; ~any, ' 
.". , ,of' USi' as: we are.jhere'for,th:i,'s,dedicat.idn~' sitt:i;ng' up on ,r 

\, ' ;'>, . this',: platfor.m an,d loo~ing..,'at 'tbe'.front row:ofpat,iFints' and' 

\ , .. , ~ parents" s~Edng ~'ll' ofYpu ,who stopciwhent,ne~oard: ·of'" ' 
 , ,

, , " :Governors ,were introdu¢,ed,' ,when theALSAC acknow-ledgemehts, 
•• ,> .. • • _. ' • :1,', . r', ",'. ' '. . . "- , , - ; ,,' 

we~e,,:made( mak7s lme:sq pr~ucf to be an ,Amer~cahi"~oproud, to ," 
" ,r 'be,here",for th~S~I' ',,' , .., ( ',' 

: 	 • .. ~ r • • _' , , • '\"
\ , ". ' , ! ,.,'" " ',,' :,", ',.' ", I 

/,,', "('I~m al~o,pleased to"b~, bi:ic::k, :In'thi~ part :of t'h~,\
" • " , ' 	 ', •. ,I ~'. ," , I ' """ .. ' ',' , . . ' . '

cClU,ntry i ,where T\:idoes, takeso~e people(~haud~ble) ,:-:- .... ,;ac,rcj~S, ' 
", the river from .m~; ~do};)t~dstate 'of ,Aikansas~' 9-n~ )cn6w~ng;' that 

, all' of, usherea:ve comm~ttednotorily to this',hospitalj:but 
, ' 
/o. 'to, the' v:i.si'Onr,tha:t.Danny Thomas 'brought "tc('it~":' ,,' , , , 

" ',,'" :". I",,' :.' ',', ;'," ':"'" ," ',': ,,",', ":,,,' " :,' " 
\( , ',;" One' caririot:t~ui thIs hospital; as t, J1aye, ju~t done, 

" " ' (iI1audi.~le)" withqut',;be~n~' :p:Huinded<;>f. , :t:l1e:-~xtJ:apr'dif,1ary' ," i' ,,' " : 
,', .commitment, of, ind~vidualmen and ,women, to 'db;,th,ings',that :~." 

~ .,. .' ' • I" " " . • '. _ ' .' ". . , '.. ' • 
,,',,~ :(Ul~ud~ble): ..env~~,'~OI1ed". ,,' :Today~s ~a celebr?ltH)n, cer~a~nly, ,. , 

,",' I' ,1;>ut ~t tsals~ a !recogn~,tiori tt}aJ:, ,this remark<:b~e :~nst,itutTon- ,_ ' 
/ ' ~s here because of the cpuntless hours of ded~qated',effort by - ' 

~ ,fliterally'thbusartds and 'hundreds, of thous'ands ot' people~ " ': 
, • \ '. i' ,J - ~ :"'_ 	 ;, 1:; j , 

" ,'I', haye, jhe~rdCi.11'kfthe, \st,o~ ieisJ,cii;id 'I, vt:!' 'h~~;d, 
, , " 

, .r. ~ ." againto<l:ay 'howqanny : Thomas ,CoIiunit'ted ,himself' to, evety , 
( - ,.', 'c:hild's f'llture,wnen"he began to .fulf.ill his dream 'of this ' 

, 'hospital. fie ha~' fal.th thatwhem heprGly'ed'to' BtL 'Jude; his 
" fc:>rtun7s would, itqprove. ,And he~ had', faith' tha1;;; wit~:t~dse (' 

, '( ~na\l.d~ble)'fortunes, ,hewou,ld f~nd a way' to help :others~: ',', ,.\ 

". ' ' , :',"', ',! :'" " .. ,";",' : ,'r ,-,"" 	 , , , ' " , " " 

, 'i I,didn/'it ",know D~nny, ThQmas' personally, excep'{ I' ':"., :t ." 
t .",:" _ ,", ,;, 	 ./ '. ' '" ' "'., '" \ ( , . 
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.. .'kh'eW hi~' a~' som~ny :o~,~~: fri~nds did,', 'be'cause of' "Mak~' Room 
For,.. Daddy. II 'tsp~rithours and hours', in front' 'of' the' one: _ ' , 

'" , television that ~:e, had in our,"house, ,which provc)ked much' , 
, I 

, "fa'mi'iy ~rgum7rit, [but 'I ,think it,:, also' ~{ 16t,o( ,togetherne1ss as, 
we would dec1de what we were ,golng 'to watch. :And there 'would 
,I 	 '.,be lots of arguments, but there was, never an'argument about 
, 	tha't, show'. ' ,,:, " , ' , " ,_., , "'" '" 

. '\ . 	 .:. ~" . 
" 	 ' 

",,' .:-" ,: ' ", ' , 

, "My father, also a'conservative Republic~nwith,a
, 	 , ' ,I, ' .' " ::", ,

" '.' huge ,heart, related to, Danny, Thomas ~ ,My' brothers and I and,
,i" '", ,my mother ~.ioul<;i 'gather 'arqund to see, what happened iii, his 

household that ·,week. 'We felt 'ei persona'l cdnnection because 
he,'~as bigger than' ,a' ch'aract:er 'on 'a television' program" as we 

, learned more abo~t"wh~the stood ,fo~rand what,' hei 'was, ' 
" , 

,'I I committ;ing, hi~" l~f~ to achieve ~, " 
, \ • 1'~ I: . . I .: I , " ,I ' ' 

" ' " st.,' ,Ju~e"s' H~~pital' ,is 'not ~nly his shrine 't~ his, 
, :" 

',I ,patron saint, ,it' is 'al,so ,a 'beacon o( hope,., And it ,'is also a 
statement oft vatties. No one can I come to 'this hospital " ' 

,I' 'I " witho,titr~member~ng,thescript:uraladmbnlti,on~ that, guid~so ~, 
:many' of" our, upbr:iJngings :: ,The Gold~nRtile "loving thy ,,',", ' 

, 	 ~ .",. . • . • I 'I I ,'- .' ,', , • _ . '. '! ' • . _ . .

" 'nelghbor, as thyself,' and,real1zlng there 1S always, a way to,' 
. ..' I. ~ ( '. , . '. " ".,,' .

trans:late 1nto act10n what we', were taught. :~' " "'", 
, . ,-. . ;" . .' ; .! . .' ',' '~. - " .' I'. ,:"j "'. ,:' .' . 

,c, ""Whethel:i it, be:a,$17 a month'pledge,:whether it be a, " 
"large fundraiser lin,NeW'YOrk~ ;,wh,ether 'i,t"bevo~unte~rhours, " 

',:, ' , ,there is \always a way, to make" good on, the, promises ,we have ' 
, , lived, ,6~ and' the :blessings we :.havei heen, g~vem. ~ " ','\.,'e' 

....... \ 
,,-,.As we ~~flect' on the;'~xtra~~dihar~ ~uccess()f this 

..~ hO,spital;:.-aswe: see the:survival 'rate's and ,cure, rates. for 


"" dr.eaded childhObcti. dise-ases, improving 'ye'ar by 'y'e,ar; . as, we,' .'~ ,

,,', , ',I, ,,', " '" " ",

V:1s1t'w1ththe f1ne' med1cal ',staff Cil1-d researche:r:s h~re 'who,' , 
are onth~ verge ,of ,breakthroughs, :~e,' feel so, good because we' 
know efforts "are:being made to: fulfill the "ultimate goal of·' 

., 	 this 'hospital; ,th1at everY,child'will"receive the·ca~eth~t , 
" every:child needsl in ,the face of, catastrophic illness.,',' 

" 	 ' , . . ,.' .. ; ,,' 'i.-.:--" '~, ~ " " , ,':" , ' . ,",' { :" ,,' 
'I' 

,",'" , But 'I must say today, that, 1n ;mytravel1ng around 
'ourc'ountry, ove:r ':th~' ,iast' twenty, months,. I, have·' also' walked, 
into' hos,pitals t~at, could, not hold ,out '. the promise ,of ~t.' ..' , ".' 

,', JU,de' s .,Today, 'as I met, t~e patients ',arid: parents" as I shook' ' 
(:' , , hands' with, nurses! and "docto:rS, you can, feel a sense of 

'(inaud1ibie) ,,~~ ar:e' building off, ofa ::team:' role~ ,',"
" 	 , 

<' . ,," " 	 .. . 
'/ .. 

~ ','.' • ". \ I • , 

.. : And I know, fr6nimy ,own experience' ther~ are'still 
" \. 'tC;;o mc;tny children! who ,cannot (ina\ld:isble) that:: "sense of ., 
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;,' r(ina~dible,) ."r -c'ariti6tteil you how : ~~~y times I 'have" seen 
, Ifear ; and. ,panic' wr;itten oJ:lthe ,faces ·of parents who don't know, 

: I whether ,thTy' ca,h ':~ffo,rd ,treatm~nt :for ,a,'child, 
catast:rophl.callY;l.ll. , .' ,<. ': . " '. ', .. 

. . I . ..' , , " . ' 

". . . I',ve~e't ,grandparents :who' :ti~d','t;wo,:gi'andchildren,';, 
bath of whom sUff:ered ,~n attack of meningitis; one ,of/,whom ':'. 

, ',lived"th~other',died, ; the 'sole:difference )::>eing, that. when,"-.: 
, ',', the;'one with' insu:rance'show~,d, up at the hosPital" ,that child . 

. ' .. .o: ,w~~ a,dinitted:,apd!¥hen .. tl;t~. other' gral!dchil!1' Srl,?wedup; ,'that ' .. 
, , '. chl.ld wa,ssentfrpm hosintal·,to hospl.ta,l and '; fl.nally 's;ent '. ,.. ' ~ 
i" .. ' " home with aspirin! ~ecau,se:there was ,-hoinsl:lraI)c,e and" 'there 

'I,," 

f' " \ ,: ", . was no eligibilit1y, for government:assistance. .-'.'.' 

-'" 

I;V~,s~!~in :~he, atri~m::of 't~e'Chil~r~ri,s' Ho~pital" ,,'c, 

ihCleveland,:talking '. with 'parents, of chronically 'i1,1 ' ',' " 
, " phildren who caul'd 'not get.· insurance', ,b\lt make. too' much"Inoney . 

" to qualify for Me;dicaid • An'd ,I (vel'istened .to 'a mother tell": 
me that',she werit ;from 'place to plaqe"looking for financial',: ' 

,,' . 
. 'help" ,not ',a hando:u:t,'.so·'he:r:chil'd could :get the <tre~tment ',' 

.. that was :l)e'~ded orllyt,obe met by' (inaudible) ; / "You' just, 
,don't'understand,', do. you? We,don't,insurer dying phildr,en or,' 

. ,. burning hQuses ; ~I I ' ,. , " .' 
, ,", '" . ',,"," .' ''''I "", ,',. , , :~ 

" .' ; ,.J .' Icann'?I'ti,,magine how"~'would1ha~e'~felt if',someonT " 
" ,," )' 

said.thc:':t . to.' m~' l.;f my' dal!-ghter, h~,d e,{er' faced a catastrophl.C? '\ 
. illnes·f:!'. " I .do nott, bel~eve t~at'any 'parent,should eyer have 
',to,experienc~ .thait.' I believe,everypareritshouldhq,ve th,e 

.~, "":',f, 
I,. 

. ' , , (i'n~u<:\ib,~e). of ,kn:ow~ng. there. is .~ st~ ..!ude'sorothe~ :m~(Hcal , . 

f<;lCl. 1 l.ty always a:val:1'ableto, thel:r chl.ldrenshouldthe need: . 

arise. . . l ",', " 
 .. ,. 

. ; , That ha:~ 'been th~' guiding principle 'for, my,'in'terest 
in, health' carEt re:+,orm and· for 'the, many miilions ,;'of A~erican,s 

,wl;t0:',recqgnfze ,the; need to ensure that eyerychild 'h~s:the, .~ 
,crl.ghtto re'cel.vethe health care ,he. or ,she needs. , st.' Jude'si , 

.1 ... '.' 'reflect,S th~:t'. con~iction' (and': ettio,s. ,This i,s the ( inaud:ible),\ .' 
, and a'll'.ofl.ts" suppqrterp and.adv:ocat.es really understand .' 
that irtthe ':eyes :of' every ch:iid, is. the. ~uture' of U'f:l all • 

. ' . ." ,L·:. "" .. '. " . " '. ' " ,'" 
. ' .~ . . aut'iik1e ahy great. instifution",.st.'J~d~' s' f.utu~e' '. 

.. ,.j ~. " .' depends )on i tscoh,tinuing 'support, fro,m,,:':all, of' you \;rho' 'ha::v.e 
"'~ \' been there and 'whb. have .w'alked the miles~'walked the .miles 
'with Danny, Thomasi,walked the ,mi1-eswlth the 'Thomas family , \ ,: 

\and,willcontinue;.,to do:so. ,: ....•. , ,: " , '" 
'; ! " 

, ' 
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" "', As a ,former board,member of :the Arkansas, Children's 
" ,(-, , ,'H9s.pital" I know ;t~eeffor'trequir~d'to ,'raise ,'funds ,through' 

,<:privat7 p1).ilant~ll:;IC?PY. I ~lso, know t.hat 'government,support is" 
,I " , '7ssent7al, ,~artl'7f.larly" wlien~hat, s';lpport acknowl,e<i~e~there',.".'" 

:: . ' "lS a dlfference,b,etwe~n treat'1ng chl:ldr,en and ,treatlng".' ' , ' 
, , ,.adults. -' " '," " , ' ~'. " 

, ),' ,J' I. ,I • ,... 
'," . I ' . . ~ . ' ",','~. ,~ ~ " " ," '".,' " " ,; ,,' . '. " 

' , ' 

\ , , ' ~nd I'm; proud tha1;::1;:he federalgdvernIilent, suppd~ts' \ 
this hospital' andl its 'research'. through the National,/' 
.' , •. ' ,h.' ,'! I, , ' " '. ' , " , '.,Instltutes of Hea:lth ,and the, Nat10nal Cancer ;,1nst'ltute. 'j " 

I , \ " '" 
,I ' \ 

, , ' , " , :". ',' , ~." ,', .) : i ' , ' , ' 

" 'There is' not ,a: better' :investment 'of, your tax' " .', 

"dollars' than :rese!arch into the' future of:, medi~ai :cures.'and , 
scien,tificadvancbniehts. None'of this' support' would 'matter 

" " much'if, the peoplkwno',work' an~ serve, h'eredid" n0t::'make the',' ;', 
• ", ",! j "',", '. \'.' , ' .,' ,':'real difference. I ; '" ",,: "', ' ',' " '. -, , -, , ' , 

! ' , ' /", • 

, , , ' ~ .; " ,', ." ~ 'j' ' "." .):. ' " . ' 

, , ' As' I' wa[k~d thro\lghthe 'halls that sparkle, ,I knew 
, ' there,~ere"people:qlearring'l who:wer~devoted, to :trie ,future of 

} ,~ "", tlie' ,ch l, ldren who came through here,~.' As I. went' to ,the, '" 
, amb.uI a:tory' \ln~tard ' me,~ ·the/peop:!.e car,ing 'for, tbe cJ:ll.ldier(, 

~, t,. who were,'there for'thelr>t,reaj:;ment;, I, knew what a dlfference-'. 

, -th~~' were m~,ki~g ~,,:' ~'/'I ", ',', : 'I' ,', ' ,\ ",.' , '.; " , , " 

, I " ''';As 'I met, the : researcliers and heard ,tllem\ exGl. tedly, -, . 
I ' \~ "t'alk al,lou't; ,the br~a~ through$', in genetic, research that, they" 

, 'j ,are 011 the; brink ,pf, I kn¢w,'tliat the real joy that 'this place " 
. "," . inspires in all who enter it ',is rooted in the coinmitment of " 

"e 
I. < I ' .

the peopI~ ,who w,ofk an,d s~r~,e h,~re~, " , ) " ," 

. ( 

. ';". 'Wh,~t. uIF-im~tely~at:ters in', a ,~if,e., its~eI?s to, ,me, 
'lS to"be';able.'to fay ,'afterdne' has'r~celved la blessl,ng'that·· 
,~non,e.of.us deservr,but{~re,given :by.' gr~ce':tp all' ,of ,us; ~',that , 

• " " , ; I \ /, , ;.j"j. . , " .'. '\: I ' ,./, , :"', (' , 

. 'WE? can look into i=l 'mirror and' say we have done' ,something ',to' . 
" 

help 'improve life,' around: us.~ 'because' we 'have r~~ched. out to' 
help' .,' .' ',I, , ",',', ' , ' 

" 

I! l. ,. • i j' I' I '.... ' • • # : f : 

• \1' , .' ,,' There':i~,not'a.i moi-elinip~!tari:t ~aYof ,7xp~essipg ," 
.• that than' reachlng 9ut to help ,make a chlld 'is ,llf~ better.' .' 

. "That is the real measure of, who we: 'are' as .ind'iv,iduals :arid who 
r 

\ , ,. :we'i1re,'as,'a society. '<I ,This"place' stands for what' is 'best 
, \ :', v, " about 'America . .' , Danriy,Thomas'sleg~cy' (inaudfb:re), a: great 

" qhal+engetp,ab we! should" continue always to ,tryto'.J;Ueet.~ 
\. ' , " ' " j , 

", .. f',. "I : :. '" ~. I ,.-', " ',' ,', " " , , , ,,' , ' ' 

, " , And 'I b~lieve as w~ dedicate :.this .new,patie,l;lt, " ' ,', 
cent:er today, 'we ~renot orilymaking:ii'fe' pos'sible and.' better , ' 
for ,the thousandsi of children; who' will 'goo through, these' ': -,' , . 

" ' • ,:', ' '~ '.'.. " I, - ,. ,.', • ' " I , ' 

·,MORE. 
,:,' , ,\' ". , ; 
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'.,' doors" but we, are', -renewing th~ -spiri1: of selfless commitm~nt" 
"of caring 'and conipassion, of responsibility ,and giving"tha·t , 
.ar~' the :re,a:l' buil~ing ',blocks of a 'worthwh~le civi:~izatiQn. 

~ " 

Thank'you for, your I contributions to, st. ,Jud~iS' and 
,I, .

America; " 
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