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SO ' ‘x Remarks by the Flrst Lady :
‘, At Receptlon for the openlng of 20th -Century Sculpture Exhlblt

The Flrst Ladles' Garden -
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) Good afternoon. Welcome.” Welcome to the Whlte House and
. welcome.to this” garden‘ E am. partlcularly pleased that this’
”event could -be held durlngiOctober, which is Arts. and Humanltles

' ”.Month and that so, 'many ofﬂyou who are such strong advocates and

: supporters of the arts and humanities could join us here this.
,afternoon. There are manyfpeople ‘whom I. wish to thank and: w1ll
do ‘so .toward the. ‘end’ of my remarks -bécause it .is an- unusually
large ‘number of people ‘who have" contrlbuted ‘to ‘thi’s occa51on.»,' '
" Sculpture, has been one of my. ‘favorite art forms ever since’
T was a young girl. And not: 81mply, as lore mlght have it, T
;because my ‘first: date w1th my - husband. was ‘in"the- sculpture garden
of ‘the "Yale. Gallery, but because of the way 1t‘spoke to e and

-~:what\lt has always meant to me.’

I know that all. of you belleve, aSrI do, that art has the

-

.; capac1ty to. provoke our amaglnatlons.y -And I belleve -where ‘there ,,l'd
- is- 1mag1natlon there is, hope, and .where- there is- Creative L

'expres51on there is. potentlal for- human progress. “\And  hdpe’ and
progress ‘are concepts and ideals that are- as -important..to: us.
today as they, always have ‘been - 1n the hlstory of. our- country

Looklng at the wonderful pleces that have been’ assembled in L

’rthls garden, we can,see.- the varlety and dlver31ty and richness of"

fi{'contemporary Amerlcan sculpture._ And we can also see reflectlons;f
’ ‘f;of .ourseélves :and our soc1ety over the: last one hundred years. ; L
The 1dea for this exhlbltlon ‘was. 1nsp1red in- part by Flrst o

;_Lady Jacquellne Kennedy Ona551s. ‘My- brief, much too brief
_.friendship with her,‘leﬁt as 1ndellble 1mpre551on ‘on me :as she .
.did on-the llves of ‘so many - And of". course, thls garden whlch

= 1is the Jacquellne Kennedy. Garden,~1s a lastlng, living tribute to -

~ the extraordlnary contrlbutlons she made: ‘to .the White House.

... i ' Now some of our finest,. Amerlcan artists' and their art w1ll

. be. avallable to."an entﬂrely new. audlence. .The thousands of -

7{}v1sxtors who pass through the White" House" each day will be. able
to 1ook out’ the Colonnade windows-and will be able to share in .* '

the aesthetlc beauty and the. emotlonal ‘power of these- sculptures;’

”"That is extremely 1mportant to” the ‘President and: myself

" We” belleve that art is: not a’'marginal part of- soc1ety, 1s
*not a luxury, but “that: it has' such: extraordlnary power and, is.
g‘centered :Ins our’ personal and collectlve experlences.lArt .

therefore should be as access1ble to as many people as. p0551ble.‘ﬂ»
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1 have been lucky in’ my own llfe to llve in places where

e great art was close at hand 1 I grew up 1n Chicago,. I went to‘g

college in Boston, I was in ldw ‘'school at’ Yale and was always

. exposed to the museums gallerles and “other: .places where art . : '
~ thrived. 'And it. was 1n New .Haven. ‘that L flrst saw works of some' Co
of the sculptors represented here. today B N o

I also . want. thlS exhlbltlon to celebrate the artlsts

\:,themselves. Most -of- us’ don’t have the'courage it" takes’ to be an !
“artist. The courage to unveil. one’s . most profound emotions” and '
:v151ons to out51de scrutlny.‘ By sharlng ‘their feellngs and thelrt

..ldeas.with us, .these artlsts not only add - beauty to our '’

surroundings: here ahd" around .our-'country, they. kéep us from

*becomlng too sedate, too‘numb too inured to. the. complex1t1es and
" the’ challenges of life. So on behalf of the President and . .
"myself, I would like to thank all.of the artlsts--not only those
'Jrepresented here, but those throughout our country who contrlbute .
- so much ‘td the rlchness of our. culture. I -would like to thank S
: the supporters -of art. and artlsts who help 1nsure that art
“reaches more and ‘more of*our people ‘

And I would: llke to thank all Amerlcans for allow1ng us. to

~7d1splay this exhibit in the White House ‘which is in. fact the ‘
‘only home of a-head of state anywhere 1nzthe world that- does thave =
.~ tourists come in nearly every,day . And we havé now increased so '

" dramatically the. numbers'of tourists, that there will be,’ln the
-months that. this exhlblt is on display, nearly a mllllon people

who w1ll see‘thls in. thls garden for ‘the flrst time..
" I would llke to. thank particularly’ the peoplerwho have made
thlS exhlblt poss1ble and ‘I'd like to start with .George - Neubert

‘the- curator of ‘this: exhlblt and-. the Dlrector of "the Sheldon,
'Memorlal Art’ Gallery and Sculpture Garden at . the .University’ of

Nebraska,'at Llncoln - He has been an extraordlnary help-and"

"sgulde to this entlre prOJect and weé, are very dgrateful. T would
~also’ llke*thank Dr.. Graham Spanler . thé Chancellor iof .the

University of . Nebraska, ifor. giving George Neubert and the Sheldon

:qurt Gallery staff the time ‘to,work on this exhlblt.(.'

I also want ‘to thank .our..dear’ frlends from the Iris and‘Bijv

.'Gerald Cantor Foundatlon whose generos1ty helped  make ‘this - S
' possible. ' And the Cantors have. been- such great frlends, not only.

- .of art and sculpture through ‘the years, -but. of the Pre51dent and
'“mlne and we are ‘very . grateful for your belnglhere and seelng this..

come ‘to fruition.
I7q also like- to’ thank my frlend J Carter Brown, who '

i.worked dlllgently tovtake a concept: and brlng it to this . o
-, wonderful ‘reality” and also ‘to wish him a, belated ‘happy blrthday,,..
Uqﬁwhlch he spent here at the 1nstallat10n 1n the sculpture garden

. oon. Saturday. :

And some of the artlsts whose works are represented in thls

”}exhlblt ‘are w1th us today ‘We thank ‘Richard Hunt Bryan Hunt
"‘Ellsworth Kelly and Geo
"wouldnot:be here, celebratlng this great ‘occasion. . cn
. ~ And those lendlng,lnstltutlons from my" part of the country, DA
“the Mld Westh who have lent thelr treasures " the Sheldon S

Fge Slegal "without whose - artlstry we

N
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©_are a part .of thls White’ House flrst for us.
"I also partlcularly want to thank and ask’ to\stand as a
the: members of": the White, House Preservation ‘Committee’ and

i

)r‘

‘ droup,
- the Whlte House Hlstorlcal A58001at10n

Memorlal Art Gallery and Sculpture Garden,

L
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the WashlngtonA

‘University Gallery of Art .the Akron/Art. Museum the Museum, of '
Contemporary Art ‘in- Chlcago and ‘the” Art Instltute of Chlcago ¢

the Mllwaukee Art Museum,

the Laumeler Sculpture ‘Park’ and, ‘Museum in St. Louls,

Museum of; Art .in’ Cc;lumbus,| Ohio,
I am partlcular pleased that all ‘of these

‘Mlnneapolls.

the Mlnnesota Museum of Amerlcan Art

rand - the Walker Art ‘Center - 1n‘~*'

.

Aﬂ 1nst1tut10ns could have contrlbuted to. thls exhibit and that we
.can say to all who ask how proud . we: are that these 1nst1tutlons e

N
‘

if you all would stand y

. because certainily we could not do any . of thls w1thout your help
’I ‘also want partlcularly to thank Rex .

‘Thank’ you. all very much

Scouten,

the Curator of " the White House,

. that happens here ‘and ever didqd ‘happen here. .’
is" the ‘President of: the’ Association of:

from the Smlthsonlan who'

Art ‘Museum Directors. who helped make.-this exhibit poss1ble., ,
‘really.to thank all. of you for carlng about thlS wonderful house 7,

-and for caring; about .art.;
It has: been a real pleasure for both the PreSLdent and me’

durlng the- months we've: been privileged to live here,

who ‘knows everythlng
And Sylv1a Wllllams

And‘

‘

< the nooks" ‘and crannles and to study with gredt 1nterest and

dellght ‘the’ wonderful book Art in the White House,
‘many of ‘the treasures that ‘are. here and to try to add to ‘the .

-impact. that the White. House can. brlng to the art’ and culture- of
‘our times.: -
for a receptlon up on’ the State Floor
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So w1th that

“let me- 'say-thank you and please join me .

the’ Columbusl;~

to. explore;‘f

"to_ uncover “213

"Thank you all very much.v. ,.‘
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