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FOR IMMEDIATERE~E~SE' ':, !'r, ,>Q~~o~er 11./. 1994 
" ' I", ' ",', .,' , . 

He'marks by th~, First, Lady"': ,'; '. " , 
At Reception for the opdning of 20th~Century Sculpture"Exhibit 

The,'iIr~t Ladies' Ga·rden. !" ", 

',' 

• ",,, ,I ' ' '"",", ':' ,," ",,' " \,' ' "" '\ ' , ' 	 ' .' 
, 	 \' " ,,\ 

" " , , " .' , .' , I'.," • , " ' 
.G-oo'd af,te'·r,noon", Welcome .,'", We:lcorne to" the' Wh~l te Housei and" 'i. ": . 

, 	 welcome,t6 this 'garden'~.'-,iI· am ,particularly pleased ,that. this, , . 
event could be h~ld ,qur in'g ·:Qcto,ber'; ,which. is Arts'. ancL ,Humanl ties. 

,I ' •• ",' i,,', j ,,- " f ", " I ' \ 

',~onth, ,an9- that so\',~any df y.ou,who are such ,'strong' adyoca,tes, and 

suppoit~r:-'s of the "arts',a~d humanities. could jOln us here , this 


.' af~erno:ol:l~ 'Therear~"marry'people :,~h()m I',wi~h~O thank and w"ill; 

do so toward the· end .of l1,1]:, rem.arks-beca,use1.t ,J,s an 'unusually" " '. 


:.' ,large ,htimbe,'r:- 'of'people ·'who have' "contributed :to:thf's 'occa~;ion ~ ;, , 

",' Sculpture, .has' bee'n;on~ 'df iriy'favorite'art, forms',:e'v,er s,ince' ". 


:E.was a younggirl.,'·,·Ari·dln6t simply, a~ ,lore'might have it, 

'1 'because' roy "first dat~. wi;th mY·'husband was' in' ,the '~culptur'e garden 


, , ' of ,the 'Yale Gaile'ry I, but, Ih!3cause' of, the' vyay i't" sp6~e' to'fue and" 
what. ,i't h<ils always 'meant:; tome.' ","', ", " ' ,,,,, 
, ' ~ / t ~nowthat' al,I, of Yot).,be~'iENe/ a's ,I do 1 ·that. art', has ,the ,,' 
capacity to, provokeour:imaginat,ions. ',ADd, I b'elievewhere 'there 

, ,'.,' is'imaglmitton th'erei's: hope, and,where=.there is cr'eat1ve', •.... 
. . expre,s:sion t~ere is pdte!ntial, fbr.:human' progr'ess .. \Apd, .h6p'e~and; 

pr:ogt;:ess .. are concep:ts',;and' ideals that are'.,as ,imp'ortant ,to us 
today' they, a,Iways ha\j'e been, in ,the history.: of, our, country.' 

.Looking at the' wonderful pieces _tn.at' have b~el) assembled i,fl . 
this. garden,~ we' can .. s~e;the, yar iety' an,d~'4~ven~i t)' . and.r:-.i'chness of' 
c:ontempor~ryA;me:rican's9ulpture:" And :weca:n also seer,eflections, 
of_ourselves ;and our .. sog:iety, ov~r. the 'last One nund,red'.years .. ' , 

,'I' .' .'.' The idea. for this ~'xhibi t'i~n-was, inspired,' iri.par.t'i. by .F~rst , 
, : (Lady ,JacquE!line Kenn!3QyJ.Onassis,. ··My· ,brief., mi,lch'too brief .' , 

"I , , 

,friendship with heritt as indelibleimpre,ssi6n.on me .as sne:"," 
, 	 • "',' I,·' .' ," , ' . ",

.d1d (;m-the I1ves'of so. many. ,Andof',coursE!1 ~h1::;.',garden, wh;Lch 
'is ,the Jacquel~ne,.Kehnedy<Gard~n/·,is a las~ing/' livin~g tripute,to . 
the,extraordinary,coriti!ibutions, sDe ma.det.o ,the, White House .,', . ' 

; 	 I Now some ofoul:' fi'nest, Arilericanart.i!sts' and their art will 
b7,' C;va'ila:b~'e. to. 'anEmt.ilr~iy~new ~<7udience'. -'.: ThethousC;nd's of, .' . 

'.'v1~1tors whp pass thrpugh,~h~ Whlte"House each'day ,wl,ll be able: 
to ·look .. out· the col.orin~de wlNdows·andwiIlbe abl~to sha·re. in J 

the 'a7s~he:tic ~eau~yiaria the.emotJonai:!7.6wer o,f thes~ ·:scul~tur.es:.' 
, " 

; That lS extremelY1mportant to the Pre~ldent and· myself. ,. . 
",.; .,' we,"l?eLieve 'that a~t is. n?t, a"marginal part of ;society ,.i~ 


not: a. luxury, ,but.' that; it, has such extr,aordinary power and .. is., . 

.,. centered~in'· our' peisOllal' .and coll'ective exper i~nces. Art . 


.~ '. ~here f ore, Sh.OUld.~e II s :.a~cess i ble to as many.·peppleaspo'ssible . 

',' 

, ' ;. 

\ 	 I , )
}'. ' 

I 

., 
" 

http:scul~tur.es
http:indelibleimpre,ssi6n.on


•• 

, . I . 

,1' I 


. ;,' 

: r' 

., 	 . \ 
- I "2,:;,,,·.·· 

,( 

I ha~e' been lucky in" ky ', 6wn 'life t~ live' in place~, where. 
g:reat' ~rt .• 'was clos'e' 'a·t hqnJd, :( '.1 'grew up in, Chicago,. t . went' to',,· 

. 	 . , . '. . .' .. I .' . 

college in Bbston, ,I was iin law' schqol at Yale' and .WCl,S ,always' 
,exposed to themus.euI1\s/. (:j-~11eries,\.anab.ther', places where ,'art ' , , , 
thrived. 'And it. was in New,HaYen,'that L',first 'sawwotks' of s6me 
,of .~he scuiptors Tel?re.~en~e~ ,~.ere t?day~, .' ", "f ".,," ; . " 

· ' ·:1 al~o, want :th1S exhllb1t.1'p,n', to celebr~tE? the, art1sts, . . ., 
· :the~selves. , f:ios:t :'of' ui5 dcrn' ~ have' the," courage. '1t' takes, to b~ an 1 

. art1pt. The, courage to ul)v,e1l, on~/smost'profound emqt10ns and 
~isions t6 outside ~cruti~1." BY'sha~ingth~ir feelin~~ and their 

. ,'ideas .. with, us, .' these' arti~ts'notonly'adci 'beauty to our'" ,I' 

, !?urroundings, here and' a;r-otnd ',Qur,:couhtry, they, keep us ,fr6m . q., 

. '~ecbming too~eda~~i'to~ ~umb, too jnuted ~6,the,c9mplexities~and' 
., the chalfengesof life. .So on behalf of· the President and, . " 
,,' • " 	 • I' I' . . "" . 

. ' mys'elf';' T, would' ,like to thank alL:,of th~ artists-:, ..notonly those' 
, .: ' , t' .' .' _ I . " 	 ~ 

.:t:epre~ented here, ·bu.tt.ho,s'e· thr<;)Ughout, our .country who contribute 
:. SO much t.d the .richness'o:f ou'r, culture. T'would like 'to thank. < 
;' the supporters' of art, andl art.ists who help insure that art>· ' . 

, '.,'
I, f • ! ' 	 • ~. 

· re,aches ,more ,and m<;>re or jour people"" ..,', " ", ',,"" . 

, ;,' .. ,'" ,And I ,watHd: l~~e;,to ft;.hank :all Americ:an~f<:>: a~lowing us. to 
 I' ( 

d1splay th1s exh1b1t 1n tfhe Whlte House""wh.1chls1n, fact tl?-~, " 
only home of a,head of ~~ate anywhere :iri khe world that does;have , , 

• tourists come 1n nea~ly,~very;day.. And .w~ have now increased'so 
• .', 1" ,", J, . ." " 	 ',' 4 

',,' ,dramat.l.callY,t.he numbers ioftourists, ,th.at there~ill' be, in the t ( 

months ,that:. t:his ,e'xhibit: i is. 0 11' display ,'near'lya nll ll~on' people. 
who will see"this, in this garde'n f'or'the first time., ,',

') ,'. . . ',1' , .' .• •. ,',' . \' 	 ' ,e, ',', . ,,' I . ~0':11d 1~k~ 'to ,th.~nk ,par~icularly' ~he l?eopler, wlio ,haye made' 
,I 	 , J.'thl.S exhlbl t: poss1.ble ,a_n<fl I'd 'llke' to start Wl th ,George, Neubert, f, 

the' cUr.ator of,this exhibi,t ahd.the Director o.f,.the Sheldon ., 
. ':Memor i~1 Art'Gcilie;ry ,'<ilnd; scuIP:tur:e'G?rden ,at, the ,University. 'of .. 

Nebraska, at Lincoln. '. He has been' an extdlOrdiri-ary help' and'. ' 
, guide to this ~ntire 'pro:ject andwe/'ate very gratefu'L I would ", 
,alsq"'like't:h~nk Dr., Grah;am Spanier;· the ChahC'ellor ,iof,t'tle ., 
un1versity' of Nebraska', !for giving George' Neubert and the (Sheldon 
Art· 'Gallery staff the 'ti!me'to\ work.on th'is exhibit~' . " 

'j' I al'so' want to th?-rlk, our <;'lear, friends, from the' Iris and B. ",<, 

Gera.Id .C~ntor Foundatioh,' who~eigeneiosity" helped make ..-thl.s', 
. possible " And t,he cantqr:~nave. been such great fr;:i,.ends ~ not only" 
,ofart and sculp,ture' through .. the years, but ,of the I;'resJ,dent and . 

'. mine: and we ,are 'very gr~te'fu1 'for your being !h,ere ,and seeing ,this , 
come to fruition ';, .> .'., ' ' • " " :' ..:' " 

\ '. " - '. ~, ~ I' . , ",' , . ' ',,' ., t)"\ "l' ' 

. : I'd ~ls~11.keto't~ank ~y ftiend~ ~, ea~ter.Browti, wh~' 
" ,:',: 

, w()rked' diligently' t9,'ta'l<e ,<;1' c.on'cept' and bring :1 t to .this. '~:' 
'c',Woriderful :reality',ahd. a·;U;;o· 'towis,hhim a belatedhappyb:i,rthday, 

., , • which he spent here ',att,he ,installation 'in tile sculptur,e .garden .' 

on, 'Sabitd,ay. . ,: .. ' , ~ , '. " . " ,,' 

, , And some bf the atti~t~ whose works are represented .in this 


'\ '/\exhib'itaJ;~ ,w i t.h',u~:r t.od~y. , . We thiink ,~Ri'charci Htin't, " 'Bryan.' Hunt', , 

'J 	,'Elllswo~th ': Ke,ll y ~nd .Geoirge .Siega~; "withou~ who~eart:istry we. . 

wO\lld·' not· be here , '<:,:eleqrat;I,ng. th1.S 9re~t ··occaS.lon. ;" ' .,
'1 

" ,And, thd~e, :,lending 1~,ns.tit,1,lti9ns from my' part o,f, the' ~o,untr,y, 
the 'Mid We~tu ~ho have :lent their tre~surea: the ~heldon ' ':). 	 ;.. ' .}",,~l'" . .: ".' ' I 	 . , .~ 	 .. J, 
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'." .i .. Memorial 'ArtG'aliei-~, and:,sbi.tPture Ga.rd~n,:t::h~ Waphington_ 
. University GCj.l1ery, of:Art:, the AkroIi.",A·rt M1.ls~um,. the MUSE:lUn': of ' 

.cpnte'mporary ,Art' ·in Chica,g;o ahd:the':Art'Institute; of Chiqago,. 
'the Milwaukee Art Museurn,';the Mih'nesot,a Museum of' American, Art, 

. the ',La4meler ,Scu-lpture ,Par;k' ahd,Museum in st.', Louis, 'the' 'Columbus" 
'. Museum o.f·, Art in ,Columbus,: bh,iQ,'and the ;W?l,ker~rt 'Center' in . '; 
, \~: Minneapolis .. IIain'part'ic~la'rplease<;l that:all:"qfthese.'. ' . ' , 
,', in~titutions, could have contribut~d.to this'~xhibit andthat~e\ 
.' < 	 .", ' ". " I ."'. " '~ . , .' ,-. , ; • ' • ;, . 
,c~nsay to all who ask hoW proud we are that thes~ lnStltutlons 

I 	 " , 

are a part' of this' Whi:te' House first for us. ' '. : ­
" ' I.ab~o· pa.'rticuiariy·· V"ant to thzmk arid ask to ,'~t'aI1d .iis .a'-;'·' 
group f the members' of, thE;!; Whi te.Ho.usep're·servat.io'n 'Cor\im'i ttee',a,nd . , 
.the· Whi~e -House 'Hi~,tor ieat Ass,o~i,ation, if 'yOt,l, a,llv,;oul'd., stand : 

',because'certain'lyw,e CQuld"not do any,oe·this without your ',help~ " 
'Thank you, aI,l vE?ry 'm4ch~ '·lI' \~lso wantpa.rt'icularly ,to thank Rex< . I 1"/ " 

. \' Scouten~' the 'Curat~or:'of the White H6uS~'lwhc>"khows ,everything , , ' 
. ,"that happen\s'h~tE:! and 'evE:t a,idhappen ,hed=·~', A'nd sylv'ia Williams; 

frqm 'ttie ~m'i ~,hsoriian who~ ;is 'the :pre,s,~d'eJ?t' of'~h7Ass'ociation of:, 
Art: 'M~seum Dl.r~ctors ,wholhelp~dma~et:hds eXh],~lt. possible~ And 

, . , really, to ithCj.n'" 'all of' you ,fOrCarll1g', aboutt,hl~, wonderful' 'house 

,.and 'for, carii.:ng" 'about. ar.t.!' .' '" .. ' , .,:,' ;::', ":"""', " ; , " 


, 'it has been,a' realp,leasur'e :.for bo'th "the:Preside'nt and, me' 

, .~ .' ,)~. , ' 	 • '< ,~ ,', • , ' 

'I' during ,thE; months~ we've been' pri,vileged tQ' live here',' to. explore 'I' 


t'henooks 'and 'cr'annies ari'd to' studY wl th great vinterest' and" '. 

. ,'.' "delight'th~' i..ionderful' bO~k',~17t, in th~: Wh'ite Hous'~;'to,uncoyer ,,': 


. many of the ',treasures ,thc;.t are here .arici: to;try to .aqd' tp the: 

impa~t,that ,the,white: Hotise,~an bririg'tothaart'and.bultur& o£ .
e' 

;' o.ur ,times.; ,.' ~o: 1fji,th .,that)·· let .',me'say' th~nk you aTlq,~please j'oinme 
·for·-a receptlon 'up on the state Floor.;' 'rhank' yo'u all very much." 

"" ,-.:- ' " . ',' :' ' :: ' ,,' ~ , . "- ~' '. !' .... . '. " : , . ' , 
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