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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you so much. I was so pleased 
to come here today on such a beautiful day. It is glorious 
outside. And whe~ we were flying in I could see the leaves 
that had all changed, and it just made me feel so glad to be 
alive, and to be here in Portland with all of you. 

, I 

I am es~eciallY pleased to be here with Senator 
Mitchell. We arelgoing to'miss Senator Mitchell in 
Washington. He has been a great senator for the people of 
Maine, but he has \also been a great leader of the united 
states Senate. And because of his leadership, he, working 
with the President, has been able to do many things that 
benefit not just people in Maine, but Americans everywhere. 

He is a~so great company. He tells wonderful 
stories, and he c~n explain things better than most folks I 
know in ways that ithe rest of us understand. I will quit now 
or else he will gelt embarrassed and be a little (inaudible)'. 

! 

with me if I don'~ stop talking about him. 
IBut I want all of you in Maine to know how grateful 

we are that for thbse years you have voted for a man of his 
distinction and lekdership. And we are going to miss him 
very much. And thank you for sending him to Washington year 
after year. I ' 

I 
I am alsb pleased to be here with an old friend, 

your former govern6r and soon to be, I hope, new governor, 
Joe Brennan. One ~f the very first times my husband and I 
and daughter came to Portland was when Joe hosted an event 
for all of the govtkrnors from around the entire country.

I 

I 
We had a!chance to come here and to see some of 

your beautiful city, and to travel around. That was one of 
the greatest times '\ we had. 
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And, Jde, we are glad that you are back on the 
campaign trail b~cause when you are governor of Maine, Maine 
works. And unde~ your governorship Maine will work ag~in. 
And I know everyb,ody in Maine will be glad of that. 

I ' 
And,I am also very pleased to be here with Tom 
I. •Andrews, because ~om Andrews w111 be a senator for Ma1ne in 

the tradition of George Mitchell and Ed Muskie. Because Tom 
Andrews understan~s what actually goes on in the lives of 
people, and he cares about people. I know that he has been 
here before. ! 

I 
He and [ visited another housing project and 

another home in pbrtland some months ago, where he was 
greeted by first hame and was able to greet with first name 
many of the resid~nts. He is not a person who only comes 
around at electioh time, he is here because he cares about 
your lives and th~, lives of people in Maine. 

I
And that caring, in a difficult time like the one 

we are ,going thro~gh in our country, is essential to 
leadership. Beca¥se as senator Mitchell said, you are going 
to hear a lot of talk in the next weeks. You are going to 
see the televisio~ flooded with advertisements, and you are 

• ! • •g01ng to hear alllk1nds of cla1ms back and forth. 

But wheA it's all slipped away, it comes down to a 
very simple choic~: Do the people of Maine, and do the 
people of America) want to go forward and continue to address 
the problems of ordinary Americans? Or do we want to go 
back, back to the!policies of trickle-down economics, of tax 
cuts fot the wealthy, of exploding budget deficits, and of 
cuts in Medicare ~nd a tax on Social Security? 

, I 

It real~y is that simple although it will be 
dressed up in man~ different ways. Do we keep going forward 
and build on the progress that has improved the lives of many 
Americans, continJe trying to do better, continue being 
hopeful about our Ifutures together, or do we support 
candidates who want to take us backward or forward?, 

• I 
, 

Now, w1th Congressman Andrews you have someone who 
has been willing tio make tough choices, talk tough, act when 
he needed to, and ~ake choices that were in the best 
interests of- the p:eoPle of Maine. 

When thel President became president, we had 
I 
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experienced twelv.e years of exploding budget deficits. 
Remember that? ~nd we were spending a lot more money than we 
were taking in iti Washington. And because of the leadership 
of men like senatbr Mitchell and Congressman Andrews, a 
budget was passedi that began to lower the deficits, and began 
to change the wayi Washington did business. 

It was not easy, it was hard work. But with the 
President that yop have in Washington, and with people in the 
Congress like the] ones here with me, we have been making 
progress. And we must continue to fight to ma~e progress 
because there still is so much to be done. 

I . 
Where my husband comes from down in Arkansas, they 

have a saying, halfway home and a long way to go. Well, 
that's about whereI we are. We are halfway home, but we have 
a long way to go.! 

I 

But our I choice in this election coming up is, do we 
keep heading home Itogether,. or do we stop and reverse 
direction and go backwards? 

I 

Many of ithe Republican candidates in the election 
this year signed ~n a contract on September 27th, 1994. That 
was a contract that had lots and lots of promises, the kinds 
of promises that dome out in election year. Oh, the 
Republicans said that they could increase spending, they 
could cut taxes ort rich people, and they could balance the 
budget all at the Isame time. 

We have heard that before, haven't we? And, you 
know, my daughter is now taking math that I can't understand. 
But when I used t~ be able to help her with her homework in 
arithmetic, I kne1 what added up and what didn't. 

And you 6annot add up these promises in'this 
Republicancontrac~1 and figure out that they mean anything 
other than anotherI trillion dollars in promises that they 
don't pay for. 

1 

And let'~ look a little bit at that because under 
this contract, Reptiblican candidates, including the one 
running against cohgressman Andrews, who has said that she 
would support this\basic contract, support policies that take 
us back to the 1980s, back to the era of Reaganomics, of big 
tax cuts for the w~althy, budget deficit out of control, and 
a trillion-dollar ~pending gap. This means massive cuts in 

I 
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Medicare or sOCiJI Security, the middle class hardworking 
Americans gettin~ squeezed, and the jobs going overseas. 

Now, t~ink of the difference that just 20 months 
have made. We ha:ve got people -working now that weren't 
working before tHe President was elected. I met a young man 
today. He said hlte had a job here in Maine that he didn't 
have before. 

We have\ 4.2 million new jobs. The Bath Iron Works 
is in business. The President was here just a few weeks ago. 
Why would we go b~ck to trickle-down policies that caused us 
so many problems in the 1980s? 

I 
Well, t~e answer is we don't have to go back. We 

can support candidates who are responsible, who tell the 
truth, stand up ahd make the tough decisions, but don't make 
a trillion dollar~ worth of promises they know cannot be 
kept. These are 9andidates like Tom Andrews. 

I 
It is aivery exciting time for us because there is 

so much we are doing together that will make a difference in 
people's lives. I 

- And I wJnt to just mention two things that you may 
not yet have heard about. One happened today in the Rose 
Garden where the ~resident signed a bill that will change the 
way the Federal G~vernment buys things. 

f 

Now, ho~ many times have you, like I, before my 
husband was electeld president, just hit your head in 
disbelief to read ~nother article about the Federal 
Government buying ~ $500 screwdriver? Right? Remember those 
stories? And you ~ay to yourself, and you say to your 
friends, how can they get away with it? They got away with 
it because they matle trillion-dollar promises they didn't 
have to keep. Thi~ president and this Congress, with leaders 
like the .ones you have here, voted to change the way 
government works. I 

I 
I 

No more $500 screwdriver. If you need a 
screwdriver, go do¥n to the discount store or the hardware 
store and buy one, land then save money for you and me in 
Washington. -That's the difference that is being made with 
thi's President and\with Democrats who understand what life is 
like for ordinary working Americans. 

I 

I 
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And thJ second point I would make is that, it is 
hard to change washington, but it is being changed inch by 
inch. It remindS me, when my brothers and I used to watch 

I .• •the Three stooges. Remember. that funny part 1n N1agara 
Falls, they go itich by inch? sometimes that's the way I 
feel, sort of inch by inch. But it's happening, and one of 
the ways it's happening is by making sure that government 
works better for people, and that the programs which serve 
you work better fpr people. 

I 

You may\ not know this either because I don't know 
how much publicity it has gotten, but the Social Security 
agency is now an ~ndependent agency that will always be there 
to take care of the needs of Americans. The President signed 
that into law aft~r people had tried to get it passed for 
many, many years.! 

So therb is much going on, and it's an exciting 
time. But any petiod of time has its challenges. You can go 
back in any point \ in history, for instance, last night my 
husband and I were in the little kitchen on the second floor 
of the White Hous~ that we put in because we wanted a real 
kitchen with a real kitchen table that we could all sit 
around. And we w~re helping our daughter with her homework, 
although I·must cdnfess, much of it now is far beyond us. 
This is one of th~ few things that she thought we might be 
able to help her ~ith, but it was a challenge.

I
I .

We were [alSO watching part of a documentary about 
President Roosevel.t. I don't know if any of you saw it. But 
if you saw it, it brought back memories for those of you who 
lived through it, land it brought back history for those of us 

,- who have not exper!ienced it in such a personal and vivid way. 

We know ~hat we are up against. Change is always 
difficult. Even during a depression, even when the Nazis 
were under march ih Europe, it was hard to make a decision 
for change in our bountry. But once America makes up its 
mind, there is no ~topping us. Because as Tom said, we are 
the strongest, richest, freest, most vital country that has 

, " ever been 1n the h1story of the world. 
I 

We are b~ginning to make up our minds, but we are 
at a decision point. Do we keep going forward and face some 
of those hard deci~ions that come at all points in history, 
or do we get tired land give in to those who tell easy 
promises, trillionldollar promises, which .lead to cuts in 
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I 
like Medicare that work for people like all of you? 

That's \the choice you will face on November B. I 
will vote for Tom and Joe. But I hope more than 
will vote for yourselves, you will vote for Maine,

I. •

vote fo~ Amer1ca, and you w111 vote for a better 
Thank YiU all very much. . 

(End of speech.)I 
* * * * * 

j * * * * * , 
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