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MRS. CLINTON. Thank you so much for hav1ng rie .

. here. It’s. great to sit ‘here and see so many of you ‘'who .were
- strong supporters'and rsuch . good frlends.< I want to.thank
" Stephen for his frlendshlp and for the 1ntroduct10n, and also,.
‘ 1ntroduced his. w1fe Kate Capshaw, who 1s here w1th hlm.,

Y

And 1L is ex01t1ng to thlnk that not . only were we

icelebratlng Ru851an democracy, but we were celebrating’ -
‘American free enterprlse at the (inaudible) State dinner.
‘ ‘aAnd that we have' that ¢ontinuing splrlt of -adventure ‘and
mfortltude and risk- taklng that made this country such a -
. _blessing to those of us in. this room (1naud1b1e) not . only
.~ Stephen’s (1naudﬁble), but in so much of what all of you weref‘f
- d01ng ‘ : : S S

And all the tlme (1naud1ble) And Dav;d ‘has not
only a very good ; sense of humor, as was just exhibited, -but- .

4

"~ has really done a tremendous ]ob in reaching -out in thls

'party to people who need to be and want to be - (1naud1b1e),

. but may never have to’ask (1naud1ble) We are going to miss
'hlm when he goes'to Chicago. . But those. of us’ from Chlcago Co

w111 have a chance to see hlm (1naud1ble)

I also want to thank Terry for your excellent

‘work “And 'I° would not make any jokes about that (1naud1ble),

and you shouldn't either if we want extra cash from
(1naud1b1e) As we know, she w111 do a superb ]ob

I also want to thank the people who co- chalred thlSd
.levent. ‘Peter May and Miles Lerman and my. friend, .
-(1naud1ble); v1ce]cha1rs, Abe Poland and Andy Abrahams, Ann

Chestley (phonetlc), and Stephen.»

E We are grateful to all of you for your w1lllngness

.

S " MORE

. . i
. N . g 6 .

1

‘ :to take on this task. And for' the results. This will be a .
~~very 1mportant day in the Democratlc Party s efforts to o



ipeople."

. ;-

contlnue to flght out the rest of thls electlon campalgn

| .(1naud1ble) 1996 and beyond

i

(Inaudlble) comes a cruc1al time not only for the
Democratlc Party, not only because of this electlon that we
are engaged in, not Jjust because of all of the issues that
are at stake, but because there really is a (1naud1ble)
slowly going on 1n Amerlca about what direction we will take,

and what our. v1s1on for our country and soc1ety 1s.

- We need only to look around us, as the Pre51dent
said yesterday in- hlS speech ‘to. see the breakdown of" what
used to be called.a cxv1l soc1ety . You see it in. so..many

. - ways, large and, small every 51ng1e day, to know that we_have’,
. a great deal at- stake. Not just in our government - but-

really in our famlly, our workplace, and who we are as a

s‘

‘And although polltlcs and government is not

E (1naud1ble), it cannot .so0lve people’s problems, it .cannot be B
anything other than a ‘'good partner, what  the- government does,j,

what it stands for, who it gives aid and comfort to, is -

‘, critical as- a.nation and as a people work through ~redefining

who they are at the end of an era.

‘P “That 1s the kind of period we - £ind ‘ourselves in |

'atoday. It is a perlod not unlike periods we went ‘through
. before in American history. We have been through these
" periods of" redeflnltlon, (1naud1b1e) because 'one éra

(inaudible) ; ' and !the. future is ‘not that clear. And the

- direction that- people look to determine how they will deflne
L.thelr own lives, | has not yet been settled : o

A v1brant democracy such as ours depends upon many

dlfferent voices belng heard, depends upon. pulling out all
mdlfferent points of view and worklng toward a consensus, -

. (inaudible) compromlse, but always respectlng what are the.

. fundamental values that keep a. society such as ours,. as '

dlverse and plurallstlc, mov1ng together. g:” o k‘
Today the foundatlons of that democracy are belng
in some way’ shaped by a dlfferent tone of - dlscu351on and ‘

dlalogue and debate. e ,'v o L

They are g1v1ng way to what Deborah Tanner

: :(phonetlc), a llngulstlcs professor at Georgetown -
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. some of you may have read her other works You Just don’t
.- understand one of my favorltes, "(inaudible) "I learned I was,
not the only woman married to a man who refused to ask- for
’_dlrectlons "o . :

G I thought that was such (1naud1ble) and there is -
nothlng ‘I could de about it. You will find the gene in the
‘male spec1es whlch says, "Do. not- ask” for ‘directions. It is
. (inaudible) even to be asked about 1t " I Know it .sounds
(1naud1b1e) . ‘ S : ' ’

‘ " she is a great observer of what goes on in our
soC1ety, and she now:'says that we are llVlng in what she -
calls the culture of crlthue Insteéad of dlscu831on or

»dlalogue on a varlety of 1ssues, we engage 1n verbal warfare,
we put each other down, we: attack .

- 'We use our radlo programs and our TV programs to ,~'
glve forums to people who are shouting at -each other. Not in
any effort to- flnd the truth, “let alone an accommodation, but

to score p01nts at each other s expense "and never to be held

) accountable, because -all that matters is the verbal warfare.

; Thls 1s part of ‘the reason there is so much
confu51on in (1naud1ble), "and why I believe there is a lot of )

"~ distrust and cynicism about government. Because we . just see
it all the tlme.. We are barraged by the outrageous and .
»,dysfunctlonal the hostlle. ’ : '

ThlS 1s not a new phenomenon, however, it has.
happened before. .And.what .we need to do in these periods of.
~ transition is work even harder to brlng our country together
and’ to overcome lelSlveness. : ‘
‘ ., If you look at. the end of the flrst world war, I
thlnk ‘there is an 1nterest1ng comparlson. One.era had ended.
\There have many hlstorlcal accounts of- what: .happened, we -
were certainly debllltated at the end of that war, unable
even phys1ca11y to glve voice to the v1s1on what we saw.

: And we began to see a 1ot of uncertalnty take root
~in Amerlca. ‘We 'saw the rise again of the Klu Klux Klan, and -
we saw Trace rlots, we saw the beginnings of the Red® scare,

., and we saw a perlcd in ‘which people would rather deny the
problems around themeelves lnstead of addre551ng them.
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It happened again. after World War II. Only thls s
time we had a- president -who, desplte falling popularity to o -
,~hlstor1cally low levels, continued to battle. against. what he -

'saw as efforts to idivide the country, and’ keep pushing to try .
to brlng America 1nto a more prosperous, stable env1ronment
o , . -

Roosevelt still had to put up with McCarthylsm, he

:had to put up w1th black llsts,_he had to put up with the :
increased resurgence in ra01sm and other unfortunate examples
of lelSlveness. :‘ : i, ‘ : :

o Now we see at the end of the cold war,‘a comparab1e~
‘period .We see people who are again: confused -uncertain, .

. insecure about- thelr own futures.' We see the rebirth of a’
-radical rlght. We see the politics of fear belng used- to :

"~ prey on the anx1et1es of Amerlcans..'

) ‘And’ all too often today the hatemongers are not .
members of frlnge groups.. They walk among us, they are more. ',
‘organized, they. are.well funded, very -articulate, often well
.disguised. They ere‘trylng to.’ flll what I call an enemy -
void. - ST ‘ ‘f,ﬁ g} .t SR o
o You' can’t scare people about the Sov1et Union or’

the eastern bloc countrles. "Well, we will scare them about
- blacks or 1mm1grqnts or Jews Or. Cathollcs or women taklng
their )obs or Hispanics or whatever ‘else we can’ conjure up to.
" scare one another with. ‘Anything that does. not f£it the
\;(1naud1ble) ra01al deflnltlon of "normal Amerlcan."’

. So 1n A cllmate of uncertalnty and 1nseour1ty the
~ voices: of lelSlon and -hate will always have an audience.:
“And it is not necessarlly that - thelr audlence are people
themselves who are meansplrlted
L They are often people who are struggllng to make
ends meet. They are ‘people who wonder why they keep- working'
and thelr jobs don’t seem to get any better, their benefits
© seem to decrease: - They are looklng for 51mple solutlons to .
; thelr problems S : : \
It doesn’t have to call up 1mages of a past that 1s
‘memorialized in so many ways. And so, even if we have ,
Schindler’s’ Llst to know how extremism -and simple solutions -
are often grabbed onto by people who live in that kind of
1nsecur1ty B :
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But I thlnk 1t's 1mportant to those of us in’ thls

'room to. care about the . fundamental vadlues of - the Amerlcan ,
‘democracy, to belleve 1n our constltutlon, believe in it with -

'»Aall our heart and soul because it has served us so well and

-of. the v01ces that brlng us together.\

.1g1ven S0 many people the opportunlty to find their own .
_ particular Amerlcan dream here, to understand that we have to~‘
‘be involved .in polltlcs no matter how distasteful or .«

H

difficult it is'at times, and to continue to battle ‘on behalft

Ty
7

T thlnk 1t's so 1mportant to each of you, who are

gg1v1ng us this’ extraordlnary support ‘heré’in our political

B _battle; to know that it is part of a much larger struggle

"ourselves and our" chlldren. S - L

jthat we constantly every day redeflne America. and Americans =

in line with. our vision for the kind of country we: want for. - -

I

We haverto be w1111ng to stand up for 1ssues that-'f

'Awe believe in. We ‘have to be w1111ng to stand agalnst the

" tides that all. too often are moving against us. And we have

' to be w1111ng (1naud1b1e) 'to rely on our’ rellgloue faith, ,andySi_

gL

to respect. where our religious faith takes us. ' But also to
understand that ' 1n a civil soc1ety, in a’ plurallstlc .
constltutlonal democracy, there 'is, no rellglous test for:

/,polltlcal leadershlp or c1tlzensh1p. L o~

And I thlnk that is a- very 1mportant pomnt that we .
w111 have to make|many times again and again through the '

.. 'years to come. - Because although the vast majority of people
"in. this: country understand that, and say they agree with it,

the kinds of. uncertalnty they may (1naud1b1e) ‘the underlylng,»‘;
the legltlmate rellglous ‘faith of our- fellow cxtlzens' E
(1naud1b1e) ‘ .‘ AT - o RS

I am a Chrlstlan.“I am a Chrlstlan who belleves

;’pas31onately in: endurlng rellglous faith and who believes
.. passionately in. the right of every one tp thelr own religious

faith.and bellef.f And believe that it is one of .my dutles as.

a 01tlzen to support‘that rlght.(A

~

But ‘I also know that' it is not enough in dlfflcult

‘ttlmes merely to- rely on our:own (inaudible) beliefs, and 80" I“

do- feel (1naud1b}e) I think that when we look toward the

'vfuture .in our country ‘we ‘know, based. on personal experlences,'
. how: individual: falth and (1naud1ble) individuals can be : ,'
5.dlstorted and tw1sted and used, for polltlcal and (1naud1ble)
_ purposes.’ : S y . 4
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I ‘may not ‘be’ Jew1sh but I have had the pr1v1lege

 in the past to study somethlng about Judalsm. And ‘I know thé

~ importance that Stephen was referen01ng, dlalogue, dlscu831on
,and tolerance..~, \ : S N

C N And I know that (1naud1b1e),-one of the great e
" teachers and students of the Koran, believed that the study -
. should be* open to,everyone regardless of soc1al class or
»background. L : P

e I also had a chance to study (1naud1ble) Buddhlst -
writing. - And (1naud1ble) make basically the same p01nt =
although 2, 000 years may separate them.~ And that is that -
faith is essentlal to the (1naud1ble) that people feel to one
another.h And relrglon is not (1naud1ble) to' tolerance.

: ~ In fact; real rellglous bellef Judalsm,
Chrlstlanlty, real religious belief  is rooted in a. deep
appreciation for (1naud1ble) and the knowledge that none of

'us ever w1ll know (1naud1ble) o » ‘

& And we have to be w1111ng in our: polltlcal llves
and our c1tlzensh1p (1naud1ble) to work on. behalf of our
1~democratlc soc1ety,’respect your - faith, (1naud1ble) falth
a0 but not lettlng 1t be - mlsused for polltlcal purposes

, I hope that as we celebrate the extraordlnary

"breakthroughs (1naud1ble), ‘as we reflect on- the hundreds,
even thousands of years- that have separated the people' '

(1naud1ble), we will recognlze that it is really. ‘individuals

L laboring every 51ngle day ‘against great odds, who keptxln

- mind their own personal faith, their own personal history and
“experlences, but used them then to have an expansive tolerant
inclusive view of; the world that would enable men like Prlme
'Mlnlster Rabin and ‘King Hussein undo llterally thousands of .

years of: hatred d1v1s1veness, and to move forward into
: (1naud1ble) know1ng fully well how dlfflcult 1t will. be, a
better future foroall of thelr people.»’ .

‘ . None oﬁ thlS would have been poss1ble 1f‘people
: llke you had not pers1stently ‘been willing to make
riﬂsacrlflces, to stand up for what you believe 1n, and to use
" your resources. to further what: you 'believe is in the best.
'itradltlons (1naud1ble) Judalsm, but in the Amerlcan polltlcal

experience. .
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, I usually don't talk about rellglon, I usually
don’t talk about” falth in polltlcal settings. But every 'time
‘I turn on, the telev151on and I see some-of those who are
. running for pOlltlcal office, or who are attemptlng to use
the anxieties andllnsecurltles of their nelghbors to promote_
their own personal polltlcal agenda,_I think it is important -
“that people of falth stand up and .use their faith to’ say. that’
-is not what falth 1s about thatsls not what rellglon is .

about - Lo ‘ : . : :
, My falth\ my rellglon are-a constant (1naud1b1e) to
me to be- a more tolerant loving person. "I fall short all
© .the time.  But I am to be -judged by my deeds. ..And.my deeds
- will say- much more than nmy words about’ the klnd of person I

‘ E‘am and the klnd of country I want to help bu11d.»~

LN
But I thlnk people of falth who belleve as we‘ V ,
belleve, should not remain silent, but instead should speak -
-, out and reach across the boundarles that ‘divide 'us to glve
hands to those- who are belng manlpulated who are being -» -

'h,mlsled to tell. them and - to tell each other we can work

together, we can make progress together. 1«

A

Yes, tlmes are dlfflcult.f Yes, there are- anx1et1es

.‘;iand 1nsecur1t1es that have been. in every. era known to human
" -~ kind. Buthmerlca depends upon each of us to do our part to_ ,

" build the kind of' country we know we can ‘make together.

That’s. what will ‘save our (1naud1b1e) as’'we move forward to "'

the 21st century Thank you for helplng us. SR

;ﬁ”, i (End of Speech)
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