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.: MRS. CL;INT()N : ,Thank: you so, mucpfor having me, 
here ... It's 'great, ,tq Sl.t here and see so many of you who were 
strong supportersl and such good~friends .. I want to, thank I l, 

Steptlen for hisf,riendship and for the introduct.ion, 'and also:, . 
introduc;:ed h,is wi:fe, Kate Capshaw, whp is here with' hiin., 

, ', 
" .. '. . ' " '\ 

, , And it :is exciting ,to 'think ,that ,not" only were we .,' 
'celebrating 'RusslJahdemocracy', but' we were celebrating" I 

AInerican' free enterprise at the (inaudible) State d,inner: 
'And that 'we' havelthat c,ontinu.ing spirit. of ,adventure 'and 
'"fort.ltudeand risk~taking that made'this country such a 
. blessing to thos~ of ,us in"this room ( inaudible) not' ohly. , 
, Stephen's (inaudilble); but. in s.o much O'f 'what' all of you' \.jere' 
, doing. I . . . " , '. 

" "", 

, ;' A~'d ar~the t{In~ '(inaudible) . '; And David'has not, 
only a /.v,er,y good isense o~ humor, j as ,was just exhibited, .. but 

'. has really done a trem~ndous 'job' in, reaching 'outin,thil? ' 
'party topeople,whon,eed to be and. want to be ' (inauq,ible)" 
but, may never, have' to" ask (inaudible);. We ar'e ,going to miss 
h~m ,when' he goes~ to ch,icago. . But those, of ps fromCh,icago 
will n,ave a chanche to see hiin( in,audible,) . . , ' / 

, • • .' ,: 1, ,,! :~ "', ". ,." '. ~ , .. 
, .. i . _. ,,' , ' 

I also want~'to thank Terry for your excellent',,' 
work,. ,.~nd. I 'wou~d ,not make any jokes about that (inaud~ble) I 

and you shou'ldn'te'itper if 'we. want' extra :cash, from' .' . 
'( inaudible). As'y..eknoV?,. she will do 'a super.P job~. 

" " ' .. ', f,' • ,.' , . ., 

, 'I also; want 'tothank the people ,who, ' co-chai~ed,this 
,event~, ',:Peter May and Miles Lerman ,and my friend, , 
'(inaudible,); vice"chair$,Abe Poland and Andy' Abrahams, Ann 
Chestley· (phonetic), and Stephen. ' ,," 

, ,',' , ' 

, 'r' " I ' ' " , ,1 • , l' 
- i • , ' .' Wearel grateful to 'all of. you. for y<?,ur willingness 

to take on this' :task. ' And for the results. This will be a 
'very important' 'day'i'n the. ,Democrqtic Party's' effqrts' to" 

• I ,I. j I. ; 
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continue 'to fight :out therest,of,this ,election cam~aign
(inaudible) 1996 ,a,nd ;'bey~)J'ld:' , ,', 

;' '! .'. ' '. '',' '(Irtaudlhle) comes a cruqlal tim. not:only,fof the 
, , ' 1 ' ,

Democratic Party" 'not only because of this election ~hat we 
are 'engaged 'in, not just pecause of all ,of the issues, that, 
are at stake" but ;beca,use ,there really' is a (inaudible) , 
slowly, going on in Ameriqa about what ,direction we, will take, 

" anp, what our, vislqri for' ,our country: and society, i 9.' ,,' ' 

, : We, .need ,'~mly to look around us, as, the President' 
. '," 

said ye¢,terdCi.Y in' h)s,speech,to, see the 'breakdown 'of' what 
used'to be,called;a civil, society!, You see it in so.. many 

,ways, large and s~all, every single day,' to know,'that we have 
a great de'al at s~ake. Not, just iI"! our government , , but 

,really in our fam~ly, 'our wo~kplace~ and, who ,we are a's a 
people. ;,"'" , " 

And alt~ough politics a~d 'govei"nment is, not' ,,' 
(inaudible) ; it cannot ,solve peoplels prob;Lems,. it ,cannot be, 
artYt:hingother ;than a 'good partner, what ,the 'government does, 
what It 'stands for,. who 'it, gives, aid andcomfor,t to,is', ,-. 
critical asanat1ion ,and asa people ,work ~hrough" ,redefining 
who, they are at ,t,he en¢!, of an era .' ' 

( ,That i~ the kind of period;we f indour~eives in 
, today. . It 'is ~ ~eri,?d,pot unlike periods we went 't'hrough 
before ln Ame.rlCq,n hlstory. we "have, ,been _through these' 
periods~fredefinition,(inaudible) be~aus~'one ~ra 
(inaudible) " and !the future is ,not that ' 'cleal;. Arid the 
direction that" people; look to determine how they will qef ine 
theirownlives,;has not ;yet,been settled~ 

" , 

. " 

, A vibrant democracy such as ours depends upon many, " 
d~fferent ,voi,ces ,being heard, depends upon, pulling ,out all 

,,<;lifferent points: of view and working toward a' consensus" 
(inaudible) 90mpromise,' but always respecting what are the', 

,fundamental valu~s ,that 'keep a society such as ours, as ' 
diverse' and pluralist.fc, moving ,together. ;" '" 

" \ "'., " ..~ \ 1 '- ( • 

Today thefounda:tioris' pf that democracy, are being \ , 
in some way shap~d by a different tone o'fdiscussion altd ' , 
dialogue and debate., ' . 

, They are giving, way to wha,t D,eborah Tanner ", 
(phonefi~) ,,' a li'nguistics professqr at Georgetown,,-­
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some' of you may hare 're~d her other 'works. You .just don't 
, understand one of ;my '/f,avorites, II (-inaudible) -: I learned I was, 
not th~ only woman; married to a man who refused to askfo~' 
directions. II " ­

.'. ',:'" I thougHt that was such' (inaudible) :~~d there is' 
nothing:I could ddabout'it. You will find the gene' in ,th~ 

. male species which says, "Do~not ask'fordirections. It'is 
(in~u4ible) '~ven ~o b~~sked abou~'it."I knowit~sounds 
(inaudible) . . 

l' , ' ' 

" She' is, a grea1;:.observer of'what goes on in our 
society, and she f:low:'says'that we are I'living in what· she 
calls the culture of:critique.' Instead of'discussionor 

; .\, qialogue ,on a va:r~ety of issues, we engage in ,verbal warfare', 
we put, each other: down" we' attack,.. 

. 'We use'bur radio programs apd-our TV programs to 
give forums to .people who are shouting at ,each ot.her. Not in 

, I any effort to' fin~:r the truth, <let alone an accommodation', 'but 
. " ' .1 " 

to score pOl.nts art each other's expense,' and, never'to be held 
accountable, because all that matt~rs 1S the verbal warfare. 

" 1 \ " .•' ! . " . ' • 

r;£'his ' is', 'p~rt of, 'the reason ther,e' is so much, 
confusion in (inaudible),' and why I believe there;is a lot of 
distrust and'cyn~cis;m abol:lt government., Because we,ju,st see 
'it ,all the time. 'Weare barraged by'the outrageous and, 

',dysfunctional" tije hostile. ," " ',' " 

" 

1 ' ' 

: ': ' 

This iJ not a new phenomenon, however, it has 
happened befor~. ; : And, what .we 'need to do in these p~riods of 
:tr~nsition is ,work even. harder to bring o~r country'together 
and' td overcome divisiveness. ' ,

I • 

I " If you: look at the end of the first world war~ , I _ 

think 'there is ah interesiing comparison. , One era had ended~ 
,There have many'historical acqounts'of,what<happene~, we 
were certainly dbbilItated at :the end of that'war, unable 
even physically, ~o' give voice to the 'vision what we saw. 

I , ­ And we:' began to ,see 'a lot of uncertainty take, root 
, in America. ,We 'saw the rn~e again of the Klu:'Klux Klan, and 
we saw /race riot:s,we saw 'the, beg1nnings of the Red'scare,' ,', 

" and we saw a perliod in -which people.would, rather deny ,the ' 
problems around' ithemselves instead of addressing. them. 

j 
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It, happened again -'after, World War II. Only this ' 

." 

time we had a :pres1identwho, q,espi,te failing popularity to'; 


_' hlstorically low ~evels, continued to battle against, what he,' 

, 'saw as efforts ,to rdivide the country ~ and' keep' pushing to try, 


to bring America ,.i!nto a: ,more 'prosperous, stable environment. 


I Rooseve~t stilll;iad ItO put up ,with McCarthyism;'he 
had'to put up with black 'lists, 'he' had to put up with the 
increased 'resurgence in racism and other ~nfortunate examples 
bfdivi~ive~~ss. I ' 

Now we see at the end of thecolci war;' a 'comparable , 
per:iod~ ,We see p~:ople who are again confused, uncertain" 
insecure about,th~ir own: futures.' We see the rebirth pf a' 
radic~l ~ight.W~ -see, the politicso! fear bein~us~dto 
prey on the' anxieties' of Americans. '" ',' , 

1 • 

And: all; too often today the hatemongers are not 
, \ '\ members of fringe; groups., They walk among us, they are,more I' 

organized, tiley, arewel.1 funded, very, articulate, often well 
,disguised,. They ~re t;:.rying to,'fill, ,what I call ~n enemy' 
,void. " 

You' 'tan;'t scare, people about the: Soviet un,ion or' 
the eastern bloc ,countries. ',Well, we will scare them about 
blacks or immigra;nts or Jews or: Catholics or women taking 
their jobs or Hi~panics or whatever .'els~ we can conjure up to 

'scare one ano,therj with. Anything that does, n9t ,fit the 
, (inaudible) racia:l'definition of "normal,American.'" 

, ,.'...' ;' i ' .' , . '. . 

So in, :aclimate of uncertainty and insecurity the' 
voices'of division and'hate will always have 'an audience. 
A:nd it is not nedessarilY that' theiraud,ience are people

~ < .! • • ' , , .
themselves who aFe meansplrlted. 

" They 'a~e often people who are struggiing to' make , 
ends me~t~ They', are p~ople who w,onder why they k~epworking' ' 
and ,their jobs d0n't'seem t.o get any' bet;ter, their benefits 
seemt6 decrease~ , They are looking ,for simple solutions to' 
t l1eirproblems. " ' 

• .' I ~ ~ . . . " , " 

It ,doesn't have to call ~p lmagesof a past ttiat·is 
memorialized in iio malfY ways.' And so, ;even if we ,have, 
schindler'sList~ to know how extreniism ,and simple solutions 
are often grabbep onto, by people ,who live in tha't kind of 
insecurity. " " 

, , 
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But'1th~nk' it's important, tothos.eof us in'this 

• 
room to care ~boutjthe,fun~amental'values,of'the AmeriQan 
democracy, to believe in our constitution,'believe in it with 

" a~l our ,heart ~nd ~6ul '})Eacause 'it', has ser:,ed' us ~o well, <;t!ld 
'glvem so many peop'le the opportunlty to (lnd thel+ own 
particular Amer,i'can dre'am here" to understan~ that we have to 

, • ',. . ~, I • ' .• ,. . • ' • '. . 
, , '- 'be lnvolved \In POI!l.tlcs no matter how dlstasteful or', 

difficult· it is' ,ati tinies, and to continu'e'to battle on behalf 
'of, ,the voices ,that:br1.ng' us together. , ; " , 

. \ I, , ,. . , i 
J; I. " 

t, think lit' sso impQrtant to each',of you., who are 
'giv,ing us thisex'traordinary support,here'in our political, 	 • I ',' , , , ' 
,battle i to know ~hat it i~'part ,of a much larger struggle 
that,we constantly, every da:y'redefine America, and Americans 
in line: with, our ;Ji!?ion for the, kind of country we ,want 'for, 
ourselves and ,our children. ,\, 

.', ','), 

, ' , , ,W7 l1ave'it,o' be ;w~lling. to. stand ,up for is~ues, that 
,V{e belleve In. ' We have to be wl.lllng to stand agalnst the 
tides thatall,t09o~ten'are m~ving against us. ,And we, have 
't,o be willing ('inaudible) 'to rely on our' religious faith" and 
to respect: where bu,r religious faith takes us. But also 'to 
understand th~t 'ih~civil society; ~h a'plur~~istia" , 
constitutional democracy.,: there' is:, no religious test, for ' 
political le'aders~ip or 'c~t~'z~n~hip.' ' ' , 

", , • . '" 	 , \, 'I' " '.. ; .. 

,An,a I think that is a 'very 'important point that we" 
will ha've to ma~el many times again' and again through' the:, 
years to come. B:ecausealthough the vast majo;ri:ty of people, 

'in, this',countryu:nde}:"stahd that, ,and"saythey a,gree ,with it,,.' the kinds ,of uncertainty, _theym'ay ( inaudible) the underlying, 
the legitimate re:liglous faith ,of, qur f,ellowcitizens " ' ' , 1 

(,iI,1audible) ,.,' , 	 I 

';r.' 	 < 1 

'I am a ,Christian. 1~m a Christfanwho believes 
pas~iona:tely in, ~ndurihg religious:'faith ,and who bel~eves 

',p~ssionately ~n~~hd right of every one ~o their'own~eligious 
• . '. j, • , '. I,f. 	 \I ' 

, , 	 fal:th ;and .bellef.· ,And belleve that. 1 t lS one of _my dutles as 
a citizen, to SUPPO!t \that , right. ' , ' , ' ' ' 

• j 	 • ~ 

, , , ", ' , "But ,I Jls'o 'k'now that' it ·is no~' enough in: dif:e~cUlt 
, 'times.:rilereiy tp ':teiy on, our: own .( inaudi,ble) beliefs, and so \ I 
, do, feel (inaudlb~~). ,'I think' that when we look ,toward the ' 

, future ,in our c;::ountrywe 'know~ based,on personal experiencc:s,
, I how: individual fb.ith and (inaudible) individuals can be .: 

distor.ted and twistectand ~sed,. for p~litical and Jinaudible) 
purpos~s. I'" 

'\ 	
I, , 
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" ,',' i ,~ay ~olt, be' Jewish, but ~ hav~ '. had' fhe'privileg~A 

in the past, to study somethil)g about Judaism~ , And I know, ·the 
importance that; stiephen was referenc,ing;' dialqgue, ,discussion 
andtoleri:mce~ '. I , , ,,' '.' '. ' ' " " , 

• j ii' 

'; ,Arid: I k~ow that' (inaudible), one, of the great
\ i ' ,.,' •.

,teachers and stud~lfts of the $o,ran, belleved' .that the stuqy 
~hould b~'open to :every6ne regardless of so~ia:l clas~or 
bac:::kground. ., ! ' , 

" '" 
'I "', '" '. '."" \. I, \',', 

I also had ,a_chance to sttidy (inaudibl~)Buddhist 
writing. " And' (inaudible) make basically the S<;ime point" 
although 2, 000 ye~rs ,may' separate them'.. And that is, that' 
faith is essentia~ to' :the (.inaU:dible)t'~at people, feel to one 
another. And religion is not' (inaudible)t6' toleranc,e . 

. . ' I. ',\' 
, , , 

, : ,In ,fact, real religious belief; Judaism~' . , 
Christianity, rea+religious belj.ef' is rooted in a ,deep 
appreciation for ( irtaudibl,e) and the knowledge', that no~e of 

'us ever will know I (inaudi~le,) . 
,. , i ' 


" ' 


, And 'we have to bewiliing in ourpollt'ical' lives, 
and (;)1.~r' cit'izenship (inaudible) to work on 'behalf ofolir, 
democratic society, Irespect your,faith, (inaudible) 'faith~ 
,but not letting it: be, misused 'for political purposes'. ' 

I hope' that as we'celebr~te'the extraordinary 
, • -I. . , ' , .

breakthroughs (lnfludlble) , 'as we, reJlect on t~ehundred$,1 
eyen thousands of I years ,th,at have, separated 't:q.e people ' 
(inatidible), we ~ill re~ogniz~ that 'it is reallY,indivi~uals 

, ' laboring every' sihg'le' ,day 'agafnst great odds ,who ,kept ,in , , 
, mind their own personal, faj, th, their, own personal histo.ry: and 
., experien,ces,' but u$ed them then ,to have an expansive t9lerant 
l~clusive. view ofi the w,orld that would enable me,n like Prime 

, , Minister Rabin ,and King Hussein undo literally.thousands of 
years of 'hatred, 'divisiveness,' and to move' forward into 
(inaudib~e) :knpw,i11gfully well how difficult', it will be, a 

" I " - • ' .; , . ,
better future 'fori all.,of ,thelr people.", . 

. ' \ 

,. ,None of: this would have been possible if\ people, 
like ,you had not :persistentlybeen willing to,make 
sacrifices,' to, s-qand.up for what ,you .believe' in, arid to use 
yOll;r "resource~' t~' further 'what, you '.bel ieve is in the best / 

',tradi~ions (inau<1ible) Judaism, bu·t l in ,the American: p()litic,a~ 
experlence. 

l , ' 
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/ , I usuar~y don't talk about '~~ligion;, I ,usually, ' 
don't talk about' faith inpolitic'al'settirigs. But every'time 
'1turnbn,the television,and'! see some of, those 'who are 

: running for. political off,ice, or whoare"ilt.tempting' to use" 
the anxieties and Iinsecurities of th~ir", neighbors "to promote' 
,their 'own pers,ona+ po~itical agenda, ',I 'think it is impo!t,ant 
that people of' faith st,andup and ,use their' faith to say that 
'is not what, faith! is about, that) is not. what religion is ' about. ", ' ,,',.,,' 

, \ ' 'i i. , 

" .' My . f;:li t~" 'myr~ligi(:m are',a constant (inaudible) 't'o 
me to be' a more tolerant, lov.l'ng person. 'I fall shortall, 
,the time .. But I ~m to qe.judged by, my deeds., And my qeeqs 
will say',much inorEk thari my words about' the kind or person I 
am and t!ie kind'o~ country "I want to help build. 

, " , ' I:.' ,'" " '. ' " , , .,', ' , 
, .' ,Bu1;: I th1nk people of fa1 th, who believe, as we 

\ <' 

be'lieve,,' should n?t ;-emain silent/ ,but: instead should ,sp,~ak, 
:, out and reach, across the boundaries that 'divide 'U~ to give 
, hands .to thosewl)b are being manipulated, who are being 
,misled, to tel~t~erri :andto, tell 'each, other, we', c;:ari work 
together ~ we can make progress together. " ' 
, '. ! ',', j,' • ;" ­

, ',', 'Yes".tiines ar~difficuit. Yes, there'( are anxieties 

• 

,and' insecurities....t,hat have· been, in every 'era known to human . 

ki~d. ,But ~meric~·depends upon each, of us to dq our,part to 

build the kind of country we know we can-make together. . 

,That' s' what will <save our (inzltldible)' as: We l).'IQveforward to" 

the 21st ,century. i ,Th~nk you for helping us. ' , ' \ ' 


,~; , (End of, Speech) , 
** * *:*', 
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