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"Whoopl Goldberg [Introduotlon]

I ~

o

(Applause) "AL:;, L V‘V~f.m:,y

i

UT just loved 1t Thank you so much
. X ( .

.Whoopl Goldberg"You\re welcome.
v B ER,

: Flrst Lady Thanks. (Applause) Thank yo'
- all. Thank you 's0 much S

Gee, I would've travelled forty hours 1nstead of twenty to,

‘~‘-get here, to ‘hear -Chaka 51ng and hear Barbra talk’ ‘about - what'’s

Lo

' lmportant and what’s been accompllshed .ahd to. hear me called "
‘very, ‘cool’- by the high: prlestess of cool LI mean thls is a great-
;,welcome home. (Applause) : e e : :

I also am so pleased to be here w1th so many women and men
whom I respect ‘and’’admire and have become frlends w1th and I'm .80
ggrateful forjall of ‘you supportlng the ‘work: that has gone on. for"

_.the 1ast“ten,years by -the: Hollywood Women s POllthal Caucus,‘~
S s

Committee. I am’ ‘tired today R ﬁ

.. [

: Because w1thout that ' work and w1thout that commltment " a lot
"+ of very good candldates would not have been elected And - the/*
‘people who are belng supported this" year need it more than ever
in order to combat the m1s1nformatlon and the_propaganda and to )
l,get the message out.’ . : 4 .

, I really belleve that we are now ten days from an electlon

~where many- candidates who' were. wrlttenyoffhtwere con81dered long -

~ shots’ are moving, and mov1ng qulckly,to close the- ‘gap. with. thelr
‘better financed opponents. And it “is” eally ‘a. questlon of our

. momentum. versus their money And I believe" that momentum is'on -
the side of candldates llke Kathleen ”rown._And 1f 'she 'gets the .
‘resources to get her’ message ‘out, shef Wi 1 ¢ :

And the same is® true for D1anne[=who has waged an
extraordlnary campaign based on accompllshmente, based on a- .
Vision for the future, and'she deserves to’ be reelected to the PR
Unlted States Senate and w111 be w1thﬁyour help -(Applause)

You know on’ Wednesdby, I was i
signing’ and I was in-a place called.
'was there and perhaps some of you h


http:vl.sl.on

and looked at Jordan, and I ‘was- 80 s ruck’by what had been S

faccompllshed because both brave leadershlp and - the® yearnlngs for
“peace ‘in the hearts of Jordanlans and Israells had«made 1t '
'happen- C B SRR S

But as I sat threugh the ceremony, occa81onally, my . thoughts

h: would return back home, because I thought over: andvover about the

?,_better.

E iV But we' have our own’ struggles an,l h
have to. have. a vision about what kind ‘of - country we want ‘to be
~and,what kind of energy we are wllllng*to

. clear what the cholces are. And this year

fof communlsm. And agaln there was lnsecuraty andlanx1ety and we
'found ourselves Wlth McCarthylsm we' found a resurgence of -

‘polltlcal system.

challenges that afflict any ‘society, “the; challenges that have.to
be" met ‘in order: for the’ ‘future .to be reallzed Thankfully, we
have not suffered the way those in. the ‘Middle’ East ‘have who have

- worked’ tlrelessly agalnst great odds,”bothfto defend themselves

PR

and to achleve peace..;“ s

S

rput’ 1nt0%reallzlng that:
joinsthetissues, to make
'perhapsimore starkly
than at other tlmes in the recent pasty ‘we ‘havéia’ very “clear- .
choice. in electlon after election around .our- country We have the
choice to.yleld to the forces of fear?and negat1v1sm, cynlclsm

vision. And Certalnly, electlons helphto-

. and those»who wlsh to take us\back If we llsten to that Siren
~‘;song that

they

can be so
people 1nr

ThlS is not a- new Slren song in Amerlcan polltlcs.'In fact

flt(seems to come.-up every so often, usuallyiat the end of-an’ era.,

1 marked -you

"the dlrectlon that they and we would take resultedhln the flrst
‘red scare, the upsurge of the Ku Klufolan,.a decade of greed and

L

in. the great

Well . now we are at the end of the;C

47¢jare‘at the end of that era, the way people orderqthelr thlnklng

" has beeéen. challenged We used -to.do- everythlng in our polltlcal

o .system in, relatlon to our struggle agalnst the Sov1ets..We

lfcompetltlve. Everythlng we. dld ‘had a”

o

“related to that global struggle. Thatﬁls no longe %the deflnlng

PR

‘can see 1t The world was. changed dramatlcally and‘all of-a’ | .

Y
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"flnan01al advantage. ‘~' -

‘ respon51b111ty and try to make people; ;
r‘essentlally do- what you can to promot

" the relnstltutlon of the gag rule, bu
-a cyndcal .document. that - tries to pull

’obstructed not on' the merlts, ‘but in

| prevent the passage of leglslatlon. 35

. .poison of polltlcal pollutlon than de
‘ the Superfund was des1gned solve

‘What we have, :
‘the work that has already been accomp 1shed 1n theﬁlast twenty
w.months. - /;_\v,. sl A’;,y . , .

o way we thlnk about our’ world And we, havefto“beglnuto rebulld o
‘not only how we see the world . but how we: see .ourselves. That, I

think, accounts for ‘much. of the 1nsecur1ty, ‘the- fear, ‘and the
unfortun ~-»merchant1ng of hate that Barbra referred to._

But 1t’s 1mportant for us’ to recognlze that t,at is an 1ssuevfi

;we have to understand -and contend w1th because the ‘legitimate.

'concerns of people who ‘themselves. feel that they re not making - |
their ‘way in our society, are ‘being’ manlpulated and used by those '
~who are truly trylng to take advantage of 'the pOllthal system

and the citizens of’ thls country for thelr own'. personal power and'f

So then how do we thlnk about the'upcomlng'electlon7 I thlnk‘

u:jwe have to recognize:.that there is. often more-at stake than just
'who we vote for;,. ‘because the candldates themselves symbollze

somethlng bigger “than -who they’ are 1nd1v1duaily ‘‘‘‘‘ We saw that
clearly when all/of the Republlcans 11ned up ing support of the

Contract For America. It was. really that Siren: song again == turn .
h,back the. clock .go- back to the 1980"s H

drlve up the\def1c1t

spec1flc items such as '
'nnaddltlon*to that, it is -
"Wool* over the eyes of .
the Amerlcan public. But we saw a lotwof that 1n the past several
months’. - We saw leglslatlon after leglslatlon blocked or

fa des1re toéprevent any

kind of polltlcal progress from belng made.

That Contract For Amerlca 1nclud

N In the last days of the Senate, fyenatoc. ger can attest .
to, who 1s here w1th us - today, there were at tlmesifour dlfferent

A

My | partlcular favorlte was the fillbuster“of the Superfund

, leglslatlon, a bill.that had the comblned support of big
;bu81ness, 1nclud1ng the’ chemlcal companles, the- 1abor unlons, and
. 'the Sierra Club. Never before has those" ‘three: ever; agreed on any
" piece of leglslatlon. But 1nstead of trylng to work together to

‘do. something .about. the . p01son in ‘the ground the.. Republlcan

Senators flllbustered that . because the @would rather spread the

1nstead is. an opportunltyatOscontlnue to bulld on



http:qombi'tied.support'".qf
http:legts'latl.on
http:unfortun''';-:-mercqantl.ng

ﬂthlngs that we were not successful in
. very ambitious agenda tryfng to: push‘o

: 1part1cularly on issues affect1ng wome
> the Institutes of. Health that are’ funded‘by the federal

- _osteoporos1s, and other d1seases that

’[Aexpandlng family planning,. it means provrdlng ac'

'“p'that too often has 1nterfered w1th women s*rlght‘

- help women realize. the1r full potent1

We have seen progress in the economy It hasn’t touched
everyone, but it is’ beg1nn1ng to. We. have seen .the‘passage of :

5‘s1gn1f1cant leg1slat10n 20 mllllon more young Amerlcans will be'"
- able to go to. college than could th1s ‘time- last year We have -

seen ‘the beg1nn1ng of the Amer1Corps:exper1ment w1th 20, 000 young

o Americans .giving service. to. their: commun1t1es »Welve seen now the'
ﬁ,fundlng for 800,000 more youngsters to ‘go-'into’ Head Start,

‘mllllon more’ women to get 'nutritional

} gsupplements through the WIC
‘progranm, every childto beimmunized '

egardless of “their. parent’

:Af1nanc1al or insurance status,'and wefhave seen ‘an*education
" package that will guarantee ‘high, standards 1n our schools and

l\also .opportunities for: young' people who:do: not ‘go on to college

All of that has been passed and now ‘i 'ng 1mplemented

Applause)AThere were .
‘ch1ev1ng because it wasa
‘anyrfronts that had
either been. neglected or den1ed in th ' LHWe d1d not get -
,comprehen51ve health care: reform, but we Will. get /it because, 1t

There were th1ngs we d1d not get

- is. the r1ght th1ng to do for the. people of our country PR

(Applause) . ﬁ,

But we d1d make progress in fund J health research
It was about t1me that

government. gave the1r attention to- breast cancer,;ovarlan cancer,

And we' know that comprehens1ve hea (| s .
Ss to the kinds

of facilities that those of us in thls—room take Bregranted”to,

- all. of our c1tlzens And - 1t .means 51gn1ng the Freedom of Access .

‘of v1olence

to Clinics Entrance ‘Act to. try to: prevent the ‘kindf
£6 choose.

But we - haven’t ]ust moved forward on what we'knew was
-already necessary to be done We'’ve also talked w1th ‘women about -
what they wanted -done. In an unprecedented outreach effort thlsg
administration asked more than .250,000: women’ to flll out surveys -
about their lives.. And some 6f ‘you in-this -room helped w1th that
pr03ect and we are very grateful Because what ‘'we 'heard is’ that

-women .who are “there in the workforce, aout51de the ‘home, they want
.-what. all ‘of us ‘want, they want respect they want equal -pay for
" "the work they do, they want some opportun1ty to balance their-

work and family respon51b111t1es and they don’t th"nk they are
-gett1ng any of that now SRR : :

.And this adm1nlstratlon is comm1 tedto a‘bro d agenda to !

e
i

iwh,ther they choose to .
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" made the clos1ng remarks and said that f ; R
.since I started with part- tlme jobs, | ad:: know! _ow dlfflcult 1t

2.promotlon and for the- klnd of opportunltlee on ith
- ‘thought she deserved to have.‘ cor B

:‘Pre51dent has been doing- w1th ‘the app
' ‘He ‘has appointed some. of the most quallfled peopl

-iremaln at home or whether they chooseito go 1nto}the:workforce or _“}
whether 1like’ most ‘of us they are in the: mlddle of". the balan01ng )
act that we all are engaged in. (Applause) r;gg o

Part of what is at stake in thls electlon, although I doubt
that anyone would  ever come right out’ and ‘say. 1t on- the other

}31de, is that by turnlng back the clock by g01ng ‘back to the

polltlcal policies. that are promoted 1n ‘the: Contract For. Amerlca
they ‘are really trying to limit-women®’s’ potentlal. ‘They are

‘really trylng to say that there are certaln ‘roles and activities.
that are approprlate for women ‘and should be - supported and there -

- are others which-are not. And I thlnk&
,support of the: candldates like those in"this room,hwomen are not

ﬂaneed ‘torsay through the

going to buy that. We ‘want,. to be whomever'we choose to. be, that’s

>;what we: are flghtlng for 1n our. polltlcal system.»(Applause)

You know, when we announced the resu te ,
just referred to and publlshed the study called Women Count, ‘we o

‘- had three women speak from their own™ personal experlences \One~

was a women who had gone. 1nto the workforce late 1n life and
talked about. how much. she’ enjoyed worklng and "how' 1mportant it'
was for her to work because she was the one: who prov1ded health

- insurance’ for. her family. Another woman spoke about how. dlfflcult
- it was to go ‘home’ at the’ end -of the- day and take care of her ‘
children’s needs, partlcularly to help w1th homework ‘to llsten,"
to be there for them..And the third woman “who' had . been in a non- -
, traditional. job - and -had ralsed three daughters :as;a single mother -

. said alil 'she really wanted ‘was' the chance to: compete for :

ob. that'she

*every place they were I knew that those_
‘ confllcts that gullt that ex01temen

would be to do- what I wanted ‘to’ do. Infmy early years,'there was

"always some boy telllng me T shouldn’t dojwhat.I;was doing. And

as I got ‘older, -there was always some ‘man; around‘who said the

T.same thlng But I. never felt that they knew what they were

.talklng -about ‘and - I don’t thlnk .that" (Applause) T don't thlnk
., .that we" ought to support candldates who elther expllc1tly or’
.. implicitly try to say to- llttle glrlsﬁor%

'grown ups, we knhow what’s best for yo a d%wt ‘wil
i dec151ons for you. (Applause) R

e

to those of us who are |

N~ e

s to do’ what the ,
tments he's been making.
rever.. to sit on’
the federal bench. “And. the blggest majorlty of women and people

' Now one of the ways to av01d tha

U of color that have ever - been put on the bench and they are
~gett1ng high quality marks. Because there 1sn’txany conflict -

between . fllllng 1mportant p031tlons and flndlng quallfled women -
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.ngTto”
\rlght And this Pre51dent gets up every?day thlnklng that he was
»elected to represent the,entlre country and that 1s what. he w1ll

.....

power. (Applause)

et

B ; Nearly all. those thoughts went through my mlnd ‘as I wa5‘~
,s1tt1ng at that 51gn1ng on Wednesday. (Laughter) Partly, because
I have to tell you that 'it also was my: blrthday whlch has now:

_ been- celebrated in four countrles and in"- ten: time zones. There is - . »
sabsolutely no escaping. your age. when you're in thls pOSltlon. . oo
' That is one of. the downs1des. But I dld ‘think iof. many of these C

. ; issues .as I helped to. celebrate such ani extraordlnary )

s "»accompllshment halfway across the world-aAnd lt made me very
I ;proud of Amerlca., ‘ W,w e - :

e The ceremony was started when the'f ‘%}fﬂ
- Jordanian anthem,’ then the Israeli bandfplayed\the“Israell P

R - anthem,’ and then they jOlned togetherVAO play our anthem. And 1n.ft" Prec

. . our. -group .of people who went to; that vl

I igning, " 'there were Arab B G
Vo a;"-Amerlcans Jewish Americans, Chrlstlan Americans, of every - o - oo
S denomlnatlon, all there representlng what ‘is” best: about’ Amerlca. ' C
'All there committed to a better "futurej .not .a- reactlonary past, o
- And I was so proud to be an American. And}l was' so“proud of " our ‘
~ President for having both  the head- and>th”‘heart that ‘it takes to’
, : . 'try to solve dlfflcult problems.‘(App ause) There~aren t .any -
“f“ﬁ.y\.,problems in our country ‘that cannot’ be 'solved by’ people of good
: " faith working~ together. Yes, it takes"patlence, ‘and ‘it .takes
U forbearance,aand it sometimes-takes: bltlng your , tongue, as ‘the { .
. forces arrayed\agalnst'you are attemp*lng tO‘confuse or’ dlstort e ey

: , But what you have‘done w1th your contrlbutlons ‘is. to make 1t‘
"p0551ble for those who:belleve 1n a-bett
, .practlcal ‘progressive problem solvmn
. .their message out. And”I'm»very gratefu r s
" - happen to believe that we’re going to: do'qul'e well in. these, H."'j S
.j,' elections . if we reallyfstay focused: between?now and November 8. - '
- ‘Becauseé what you are standing’ for and'what we' are worklng for. - .~ =
S y makes more-sense in the. long run and. 1f people can;hear the - = . - R
. truth, ‘they will be 1nformed ‘voters and they will vote for- ,'_‘.\ B
o candldates who promlse a better futur That's what pOllthS S

for here at home.

Thank you very much (Applause)

A
< . . i s
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