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',Whoopi Goldberg: /(Introaudtionf' ..," . 
I ,. • 

• I .' . I,',.":! ;'
(Applaupe) 	

~', 

j 	 • .', :.:, ". ':>~j,i:",,;t~,;/'\· 

First Lad~: T~~t was a most ainaz ing inlroduction'.ard I loved it 0 ~ 
,.;I just ,'loved 	'it,. ,Thank ro~ so much. .' '}.l' " '. '. ~':,;. !:.J,'.:'. ..i ','. 

• :'''" .,..' •• "', /. • '",. ':,. *. 

WhoopiGoldberg: ~You/rewelcome.' '.':i l "'··' ·.l~" 
'.' ~;: \'

:.l . \ '; .. " I ,,: . ':,," .' '.';'.: . 

First ~a,dy:, Thanks,. :(App~ause) ~Thank'Yi<?;\.:l;[..q:~;t~P.R~:~':f3~')Thank yo'u
all. Thank you '50 much.' , " : . .}<,i,:,,, ,(• .;i:,··~'!;'y'~: . 


. ", ~ ~.' i , ,'.", ··.f:·~·'i 'I.:, ,":,0,:1", . ~'.:"'~ ~'; ~~. 

0', ;.,,; " 'I' 

Ge~; "I wou.ld I;ve' trav'e:i.l~dfortyh'burs in1:)'t~ad of twenty ,to 

,get here, to 'h~ar Chaka 'slng arid· hear Bar:bra 'fa l~··abotit ,wpat' s 


'I" 'importah't ,and wl).at I s been' accomplished·,.and· to .he~r: me called" ,,' 
IverY.'cool', by .thehigh griestess ofCO?l.'.:liIlle~an ':this is a 'great 

,welcome home ..(Applause)' : , " " ' . :'::;,:,," . " 
,', ""',\' i .' ;.~ ,', ~'!.. , •. ' . 

, " larso am ,so pleased: to be herew:i,thso many women and' men 

whom /lresp~ct 'a'nd:,:admirea'ndhaye beCo;rnk, friends.:withandllin .so 

grateful, for :all otybusupporting the'w9rb that has gone on_for. 


• .,',.. 	 1 ,,' '" . _,-, ',J . ' •

the last ten years by the: Hollyw:ood W<?men/s Poll.tl.sal Caucu'~;' 


committee. I ain':tired today. . ~"" ; ."; Ji 

. . .' .;;: ',~ '(, ; ~ '~;J~ 	 t' 

Becquse without that work and wi~botitthat c6ihmi.tmEHit, a lot 

of very, ,good candidates. ,would' riot hav~ peen 'eiec'te4.· And ·the f'., . 

, { 


'people who are ' being .suppbrted, 'thisy~~r: 'IieecL: :i,f ,mp're thariever 

, " 	 , , ) t{" • ,-","., _ "~"', • ~ .: ~ ~ 

:i,n'order to combat themi$>informatibnjfqhd:,th¢<prop~ganda and to ,;. 

get' the message ,out. ,', . .' '.t ' ,,',,: ",;~\', ' . 


,;' " :'<~ r.,,
.. 
I' rea;Lly bel1ev~, t:ha:t, we are, now'::,teri days "fr.oni an" election ' 


where many candidates, ,who: were .writteri~"off;;, ,..:w~r,e., considered' long 

shots' ·are moving, and moving quiqkly ,;£O'.::clp.'se;the;:gap'· with, their 


, , • 4 . ' -, 	 .' ,11 ,'.f itg_ ,; _ h " " , ',. '

betterf l.nancep. opponents:. ,And .l. t'.lS 'reallya,ques-t;:ion of'our 

, momentum'ver,sus their, money. And I ,bel:~eve 'Uiat mom.entum' is on 


'. , " ," -~. J t , .' • ,f ",~' "', (,,' ~ ".' '. t , .' ,

the sl.de, of candl.dates'l.lkeKathleen, Brown ..tAng. ;l.f";: she gets the 
, " '.. - ,j,• / - l ;":~ • ,·.t . ''', -<. 'I .; '. I, ~ .\ 

res~urces. ~,o get '~er JIles~Fge but, she'iX:~t~I" W.l.n~ 9n,;~Nove~ber 8th. 

And' thatwl.Ilbe, ,l.n 'larg~, inea'sure.t6111,~~1'~(,'Oty9~ \l.p;thl.s room. 


• , . '. . ___ . ' ..', ' , ~ '. ~ ." J! . , ~::r{r-':, .~'.i .:~ , ' ,." '.:~. ~!.~,.~• 

,.' . And the sam~is;true f9~ Di~rin~,~~h6. has ~a~~d ~p, 


e~t:aordinary camp'ai~n ba,sedol1 accom.tgp~hmertt~". }:)~sed, ~n a· , 

vl.sl.on 'for the future, and'she deserve's to be .reelected to the 

United state::;; 'Senate' and \viII be 'wi'th~f&otil?<he~p:·.' ':i(4pplauSe) . 


• '," J ,\: ',!' ,... " '.':;;~;f.\,;;.< J',:~, ,::', '~, (,;:r; " "..: '. I '• " 	 '. 

, : Youkn6w,on' ,Wednesd~ay" I. was if:l)~Jo:r:dan' 'for.tt(e peace ~ , 

signing' a~d I was ina' pl;ace. called,~~.~, Great ..Rift.jl'~VaI1~y~ a~d 1/:, 


Iwas there, .and perhap~, some o~,you h~:¥~;~f~ot>d. ~cF'?§':s from Acaba 

':";-: 't~' " - , -I' "J \ • 'l;;- ," 

',) , ,;:r.'~'\ I?" '. - ': ,. "\ 'i . ~, 
. ' \ 

) , ..'~!~"F:"!+>;\'l! ·. 
-
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, ", 

, " ,'., ,,"''',,:·,;)1' .," ' 
" , 

" " ~ .... , 

and looked at Jordan~, itnd :r was" so stii~tlCk~,rbY"'~h'at";:ifl.~ad b~en ""-' 
.• accomplished beca'use' both br,ave leadefshlp, aJ1dt;.he'~;Yearnings for', 
'peace 'in the hearts ,0fJor~anians and Israelis had:~'made it, \,', 
, happen. 	 . .'I'\;" '" .(. . 

, ," " ,;"p ,: <; l~, ~ ~ :', ":L j~ 
But· as' I,. s,at through,the ceremony:;, .,:occ.~~ioncUiy, ·.my . thoughts 

would return back home, be'cause I.thmight'[ (rVer! and:;; over about the 
chall~n'ges that.' aff·lict .an;y ,society',.. 'tpe.i chalienge~ .tpat have, to, 

',',J'be"met :in . Ol;-der . f.or the'fu:t,ure Ito be. r~iiiiZ'e'd; ,:.,ThankfullY ~ ,we, 
hcive not' suffere¢l. . the way .those in .1;:heh Middle '.East/have who have, 

, ",," • . , .,., I I i" .• ,'. ,: I ."',~ ,' 

, worked' tlrelesslyagalnst gre~t odds, ~1:;>oth'!t.o defeI;'ld themselves .. 
and toacllieve p·eace:. .' " ' "":, 1',- " .',:~~;j; 

.. . . '. ' " . " . . ' . .,'",';.- ,::-'{i" < :, ":I~ ~f ' . " . 
\ " 	 , '. ,But. we ',have our own s;truggles ancl:: cfial1en<!les'Ji.nd we. also 


have tohilve, a vi'f:don ,abou~., what'"kind ~6f;~country:wf want 'to 'be ,. 

and,Mh,at kind: of energy we: are wil.lirig;:itt)::',PM1;:: :lnto'~realizing, that' , 

vision. ~rid ,certail)ly;,. el'e,.b~ions h7Ip'·;::~'?~f:"·.g,:~r::~t~;h~~ssues, .. ,t'omake , . 


. c~ear V{hatthec;:holc7S. ·ar7:. And:thls ¥7a:r,J,:,.p>«rrljqps~~~0~e starkly:., , 
than at otl)er t1me9 In the recent pas~,/ '~e:have':::a'very "clear ... 

.\ ; 	 c;::h'bice,in electiorl after'.e~ecti6n arol!nd·~pur""c,ountr:y:. We have .the 

choice to. yield to' the force:;; of fear"!:and:negativi~m, cyniclsm ., 

and those who'YIish, to take us\ ,back~ . I{,we :iist,Em'.to 'that S'iren / 


"song th~t ca·l1.s olit 'and says things c~+i . .i:)e,:~6 ;rit'Jch;~~b~tter" . t:pey . 
I, ,: .~';'" ·1~"","~""-'" '.~;",:; .~. ""1." 

can:,b~ ~o much 'eas~er .. If V:T,)us1:, p\ll·l ~ll.?i3;P~:' ',r.t'~~;<11s~nfranch.ls~: 
people' In' effect, .If we pl<;::k out some r~nem;L,e.:;:;, 'amgngst us ,and turn 
'our ha,t:bad toy!ardthem, th~;n the. rest"\9:f':'us:will' somehqw feel," , 
.better ~ , . '. '{,:' ",:'., ,r 

! • 	 ;t'j'~:, , ",,\ '. ",,~, ',: ':.:. ,; .; .' '},' . , . 

This is not a':new:sir~ri song in ~m~r~c;::an pbliJ:ics .. In,fac;::t, 
it; seems to come· up every ~o. often,·'us:\iatlY:::C~,t>:thJ;}end,o.f :an era. 
If you, go ,back to the end bf,th'e era th~t"Wd:tid~~W~:e:' I marked.,.you 
can see :it. ,The world was. $hQ.nged·dra~atic~l~Y ,'~tt~f$'al'l of' a" 

.' 	 'suddel!'. 'th7 .rise o~ insecurity and an~}~tY;':~n!org~t~~,eoplt? a~ to" ' 
the dlrec,tlon .thatthey 'an<;l, we V{ould. ~ake,re.sulted~iln the .~lrst-, 
red scare, the upsurge of ,the, Ku Klm{),iKlan" a· decade of g:t;eed and 

,anxiety and 'frerie~lc activ~ty culmi;nafing,:J~:.tlie·:gifeat: " 

depr<7
ss

ion.' , " - '!.'" ',~;:,: ::;'.:,'':';~ "}r';~' \;(:;~,:J ': ,'. 
Aftl)e end of tbe.second, World Wc(;r.L.w~:'lhad,:~.,som~thing" . . . 

", ' ~, ' 

comparablev:he'nall .'of. a :,s~dden a~ail!~:'~,'~r~,'/r'9rJ9;;-c~anged ,for the 
better,; NaZl!?Irl was defep,~:e4, but In ;J.:!:sp+·a~Er\;l~·:'f,~sed the threat 
of communism . And ,again ,there 'wasinsep~b.i;t:y..· i:lnd,"'atlxie~y and we' 
found ours'elves with: McCarthyism,' we ~i9~l}d:~'~~>f~s\irg,ence of '; - ' 
rac~s~.,we sawall c:>f t1:'tat :andwe, had;t~?>\w,9f.k:!~~i.tnr.6ugh· our, \ 
POll.tlcal. system. "'. '., '~,; ',.;',.;: ':, ",'d,:'itf ,', 

. '.1 ..', . . ", ' ' ';:~~~.ii~,l; ,-,:II,,. ) ~:'(:i~:;' " 
Well 'now ,we are ~t thJ' ~nd. of the;~'Cqld:'.W.ar ../):ii)d· because :we· 

,~' a,re at the .~ndo·f,tha.t, era,: the way ,p'e,9~1~{0~,q~¥.·~q'edr t~il!ki'p'g 
. has been cnal1enged. W.e us~dto. do' everythlng In, our polltlcal . 

system -in, relation to. ot;lr~truggle ag~lnst tl)e' s<?v~ets., We ;,' ' ., I • , ' 

\.educat~d·our chJldren,after Sputnik·bX\:pu't~~ng'~q~e.'money,into 
,classrooms and. curric;::ulu:ms isothat weI:;;9'oul'd say. w~';'woUldbe .' 

• 	 _ , • i , '.' ,I" , -. (..,' • 'competit'ive. "Everything we, did had a' 'tiouchstone that In some way.. ·e \' 	related to that 'global' s,trtiggle.' That_~'ls~"n~), ~c;>rig~~;:;the'defining 
. \ 

r~;~'i'::':>' ., ,' ., 
.1' -

http:the;~'Cqld:'.W.ar
http:r.t'~~;<11s~nfranch.ls
http:iist,Em'.to
http:cfial1en<!les'Ji.nd


'~~;-." .:. i ~ p r 1:. 2"­

;:.ttr , .?l : • :,f;~~ ,j 

',wI::';:";' '," ,,<:':" , 
, t~" ,. "', ,~~ . 

, )~\ :'''>''':'':''~/ ,.' ,
1 "~" •• i.".,'" ' 

. , ,~.. ,'~ .f.', _ ' 

I,' \>fay we t,hink about our,w0l:jld.' And we,tt:aVe~"'tQ~'be:gyn~j~t.o,' rebuild, ,,:e not only, how we see~the world,: but hoW. wE:!: see ,oursEHves.' That, \ I 
think" accounts ·for,much, Qf the insecurity', ',the'd fear ,and the "" 

" '" t... . I, ',' '. . '. ". " ,
unfortun''';-:- mercqantl.ng. of hate ,that Barbra referred to. J' 

, .' ..., :'1 \ '. ~,';;!."_ ,,:~ ,..1 ", ,:,,:: ..:. 'It. r ' 
" But it's imp91;"tant fo.r: us to reccign$ze:tnat tlj,at is an issue 

'we have to, underE?tandand contend with' ):)~Cause,;:,t.hEdlegitimate 
',cpricerIls of people" wliothemselv~s, 'fee~t:hatthey ':f.e not making , 
their ,way in our society,' ;are ',b~ing; manipulcltea anq. used, by those 

:,who are truly trying totaike advantage;:: of> th~ :P91i:tic~l system " 
and the citiz'ensof ',this c'o~ntry for t:.h~ir:6wi1':·pef~onal powe~ and 

, financ,ial 'adv:antage. . ;,", '\ );: ,::l'r 
_. . .•~ ..~;~ ·'·<·'f·,:",.-·'i.I,..:_.:.~, , 

, SO' then' how do we thtnk about the:' upd6ij\'fng' ~i,~ction?' I 'think 
we have to recognize ,that there is often' more''',at ~stake than just, 
who' we' vote for:, '}::iecause t~e candidates'.themseives'!:symboliz'e I', 

sO,mething big<Jer thafi ~who ~hey', arein<1*vt¢i~~~~;j1j;~~"~~$, saw ~hat, , , 
clearly when alL-,of the Republl.cans,l'lil1ed: ,up 'l.n\~ support of the, 
contract For America. ,It was, reallytlfatslren' 'song: again turn'7'-, 

back',the, clock;, goba'ck,to:the/1980"s.~l:dr-iVelip:th~\,"defrcit~ " .;, 
',:write a trillion dollar,S w9rth of hotifh~9k?i, take;~~o.-
r~spon,~i'bility,· and ,try ,tornak~'people,t;~e~I:goo(l wh.~~e,Y~u, " . 
essentl.ally do, what .you can topromot~!,.YQur:;.;cown: ,po~h tl.cal agenda.'. 
, ,., ',' ',,' ',',',<: ',: " -'~::'l:",];;:""j}::;:,~~":,<,,," .. 

That Contract, For America incl'udE?,a:~,~pec;i~·;i:C; itf'ems sq.ch as ". "' 
• I ' I • I ' J .. ,'" -J; ~ i "r • - ," . "I, • - • 

, the ,·rel.nstl.tut1on of, the g{lg rl,lle, bu1f.;:,:jffl.f,;,ea?~:1?ili?ni~ito "t~at,' 'l.t l.S ' 

_' 'a cyn,ical' <tocument thattr~e,s to pull\'l\t~e"w~ol:,oy'¢~ the eyes of:, , 

." the American publ'ic. But we saw alotJ.;o,fthat, in' the past several,'


• , .' t " <:V'-:·":·'··i~ ~ ~,:,t ""J~:'., '.

months'. We saw legislation' a,fter legis'lation blocked or ., 
, , : bJ;>structed, :n~t on ,the merits, bu:t, it;l;;~~J ,~esire t<;>\prevent any' \. ; 

, kl.nd of POll.tlcal progress, from ,belng i'1nade 'i'" $ 
, " .' ' ," , \,r),~'\,: i,: i'; :::' "~ :IfJt' : 

" In the :last idays of the Be,nate, (i'i:;;::Senatob',~oxer can attest 
to', who ishere'!M~th us today" there ~~re:'~t\'tl*,esitfour different 
fillbust'ers going ,on by~ ,th~ RE?Publicall:' minori1;Y in ';"an attempt to 

, " ~. 

prevent the passage of _legts'latl.on. '~i ,.,,'. l~: \,:, ",' L~;' -__ ' 
, • ,\ '.-. \ ..,::.c ',I /. ":,~ :~~ • ~": , '," f_i~- '. ... . 

'. .. My, partl.cular favorlte . .was the f}),l:buster ~qf. the ,Sup~rf,unQ." 
legis.1ation, a bill, tha'thad the' qombi'tied.support'".qf' big, .. 
bU.siness, , includil!g' 'the' chemical c<?mp~riies ,; the..-l~bor ,unions" -and 
the' Sierra' Club. "Never befqre" has thos'e' 'three ever ,:~agreed on any 
piece of legislation. But instead of prying'to worR together to 

'. - • I. -i' ': •. "., , ,'-, .,'

'do ,soIt1eth'l:ng , about, ~he.po l.SOnl.n 'the g,ro].,lnd,- ,the: ,;R$,pub Ltcan'" . 

Se~at.ors .filibuster~d that; because th~y~;w9i.q<fra~H~.r spread the' 


... ,poison 'of ,political'. poll'ution,thandeal..witn. the'.pFoblems that ",' 

, ~. " , • '" , , -:" :,~. ,-u. "3.j.;, ~'. ~ . r ,~." "'" ' ' 


the Superfund was designed 'f?ol,ve. ~~ j ;'~':' : ", ~ ; ~ , 


, . : '., . ,I ~~t::;: :i'~:' :';.' i :~l ;:;','!J "', .' ;'.' , 
, T~,ere was; .alot., of,', th~t kl.nd, o.f~y~~c~l)~l?~;t,;r,~ctl.onl.~m .. ~ut . 

there l.S an alternat1ve and that l.5 the/<¢essage :,t.h~,t ,1 thl.nk l.S 
fina'l~'y breaking throY-9h .. ~ecau~e, you ts~~nRti.i79ht.f#ue to tell . ' 

people that, the clock. can be turned bq,C;:K Vlli~nr;ttl:~Y~i'kno.w better . 


. What, we have, instead, is, 9)1 oppor,tunfEy~j~g:1 cbritiriil.e to build on
1',_ the work that has already ,been accomp·~ip'he.d ,', ih the~~~last twenty 

moilths • ' '" 'i' '1_~<': i,' }i<,-F ' 
.' ..... }; 

\ 'I ': '; .It, 
'.c~ t"' •'.' , r -
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We have seen progress in the econ'amy.'" rt'ha~n': t touched 

everyone, but it is beg i'nningto. We.,naye ~seeh ,the': passage 'of' 


• ., I . ,",' - ,": ' 

significant legislation. 20 million, more' youn,gAmericans will be 
able, to go, to, college than could :thls':time: last year. 'We have " 
seen the beginning of the ,Arnericorps l~xperirnenf 'with' 20,'000, young 
Amer~cans ,giving service, to their commuriities'. ;,:We..'ye seen how the' 
funding for 80.0, ood more youngsters to: g6 'intO:' Head start, 5 " 
'million more women to get :nutritiona1 1!:suPl;Hementsj;through theWIC 
'program, ever:y"child ~ to .bel.immunized i~gfirdless" of.'their parent'·s 
,financial or insurance stcitus,' and we ,;:~av~~ ~een: an:'education ' .. ' 

. • ., I. . 't' ~.' .•. -. ,

,'package, that wlll guaranteehlgh, sta:i1q~rd~:-~~n 0t1r-;~ch()ols and 
" also ·opportunities for' yoJng people wnq'db::not:":g<;>"';6n, to college. 

All of that has been ,pass~d and" nowis>he~l)g.'imp+e~ented. ' , 
.r.,·~:.~·<';~: .~~ ~!;'~.'~,\; l':';:~ -' . , " 

There were thl.ngs~e' ;did not get~\;:~~(Ap~ia~~er::'Ther~ ~ere, 

(:things that we. wer;e not' sucqessful in :,a:chievingib'~6ause' i twas:' a 

very ambitious agenda tryilngtopush;on,~tma-n~r~7fOnt~ that had 


• • •..• , '\ ' • '. • , ":. :'" .. 1 • I ,~.: • \.~.... .l l ~I '. .

eltherbeen '~eglected. or, d,enl.ed ,In, tlfe:!;:'past ..:::W~:::dld. not, get, 
comprehEmsive"health ,care"reiorin,but :;we, wilL get' iit because, it " ,: 
is; the,right 'thing'.to ~o ,tlor the peop~:~; of, o'ui ,cmirjtry'.
(Applause)",' " " :::'i:-:'~ 


, r .' . • (', /' ;~::: ~ ,~ 


:,' , / ' " : : l~t 'it' . :,; , . r.~ . ' , 

. ' But we did make, progress 'in fund.Vl)g ,health, research, 
,particularly on issues a;f:ecting wom'e6;;:,~t i,o/,as ",?-pq\lt tirii'e that 
the Institutes of· Health that are fUridedby,'the',federal 
goveFnment' gave their atte~tibri' ,tobr~~~~;(,c~~s¢r;!,J9varian cancer, 

. oSt:eopo:ros\~,s, : and c:>t~er di;seases thati:;i,:~f'fT9t,V{(jm~~~;;;:: (Applause) 

, .' ..... '.. i~~;~.!:~.·j·'I:r ·t:\\·{):.,\.' , r';,h, i"i~: ' . . 


And we krie\-i from the very' beginning'. 6:flthe~'3administration 
, , ' . . " -. " .', r '.' ,"" . <,. 1(J ~. r : .... , .. ~..f"·: . •

when thePr~sldent· slgned the,repea~ 6f:t~$~~a~~:rulethat thls 
.' President an~ administr~ti?n is c<?mmi~!'~~~~.~9:,?';:;~?ip~n' 5 rig:ht 1:,0 
Ichoose. and w~~.l stand' flrmiy fo~, It.,:\:~P,p~a.11~e.);, ,:;I'!'i} : 

. . .' . , ,', I " , '1t\,1~\\;~;!'1' .:1j ~~I:~.~':f5i.~,:~,.:; ~~tl;!~ . 
And we know that comprehensivehe.~l1;th Cfiref:;reform means , 

e'xpanding , family planning,; i tmeahs 'p#p¥~~ihg;~~~e,§.'s to the kinds 
of facilities that those of us 'in this<io6m:,;,tak~'for ·granted'to. 
all O,f ,our' <;:{tlzens. And' itmeanssigriing;:'d:lE~!FrE~edom' of!\ccess 
to C,linics Entrance Act to, try to' preveiit\ .tne:'ki'nd(~:of violence , 
that too often has'interfeted with ~o~en~~!ri~ht~t~ choose. 

.' '. ,.' '. " . .. }!~'; ;':',.'; ;' ;:n:.l~ . 
But we~haven't just'm6ved' forward"on,;what\we-knew was 

.already n~cessar~{to be dO~'e~ We've· ,'a~~o,'ta~ke(l.~Wlfh.·~omEm .abput 

.what th,eywanteddone~Ih .~n unprecede'h:ted outreacffeffort, this 
administration asked~~rethan250,000rwoinen~0 £i11 out survey~ 
about their' lives. ,And 's'omEk .6fyou 'in·~thisoroom helped with that 
project and weare very gr~tefuLBeciitisewhat."'we\heard is' that 

. , .' .' '. " I '. ' •. ,J.' .;'" 'r"',.

,women '.who are .the're In the· workforce ,€O'U:tslde,. th~,:b..ome, they· want 
what, all 'of. us want, they want re~pect~ ,;'theY':wa~t"~qual-pay for 

'the wo:rk they do, they want: some oPPOlf"t;.uhit:Y't9, ba.+ance their· 

work and .fam.ily responsibllities and they;,. c;ion!;tit·ittnk 'they are 


""t' . , 'f' ""h t ' ,,~, "" " .};,ge", 109 any 0 ~ a now. . - .. ,';; .. j.:, ',;,.: i :: ;.I'~/ ,.. . 
'''., ,,' - • \' :' ~ . :' • -j. _' • i~i~,::~!:}~;~ jt·~·~i": ~~..~.~-:<:~: .<~.~ :,l~' 

,And this administration is commi'tted<to'::' a'ibroad a.genda to 

help wom'en re:alize :their ftlll potenti~J:~~hethe{th~y' choo'se to 


, 
" 
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"remaIn at home or whetherithey choose ~toi'g6!; irito 'it~eworkforce or 

_~r whether like 'most·oi us 'th~ey are in,tae'middieof,the balancing' '~ 


act that we al~' ~re en~age\d in. (Appla'use):' ,.~ , " 

" . 	 '! ", . 

, Part" bf what is 'at st~ake in this~::e'lect'ion; ,alfhoucjh I,·doupt' 
th~t, anyqne w04ld' ever conre right, out ,: and say it. oD the o1;:her 
'sidei~is that ,by turning back the c1ock',"by;'gOing !back'to the' 
political policies, thatar~ promoted in: the: contr~ct For. A~erica " ' 
they '.are r 7a,1ly trying to llimit~' womer ~~' .'p~t~~tia~ .:i~'They ,a::'e. .,:' 

. really trYIng tc? say that ~here are ;certalI;l)rqltasc;i:nd, aC.tlVItIes, 
that ai-e' ,appropriate ,for .wpin~n:and .~ho\lld,);be",fmppotted and tpere' 

, " are others which' are not~ Arid I, think~W~:'ri'e~d:t6t'·~~Y through the 
,support, of the 'candiclates ;L~ke those fri:J:hi~ ':rOOIn'ni:WOm~n are' not 
going tQ buy that,. ·Wewant l to be wh6meVen:.~:'vi~,:cho~:H;'~to be, that's 

, "..." .. " " ' .. 't••.. <: ... ",.' ,,' 'rio. . ,"what we' are ,fIghtIng for In our, PG>llt'l:ca,l;systein,. ,'~:(Applause) , , ' , , " , , .', : l:~: ,~ ,,~ , ,>:r/', :'..t;, ' , 
, , You kn~w, when we annpunced the lf~~pJ:~~!;Rf;~;t:~~ survey that I 

jus1=- r,eferred to 'and publi~hed thestudy}\:::idled':',w;oWer ,count,we, 
'had three women ,speak fro~1 their owrr~:,E?rs?ricil'exp~#'ier:ces. \qne, ' 
was, ,a \iom~n .who, had, gone into the w9rkforce,', late .1t::r ,lIfe ~nd' , 

,.. . !..' . j.'.. • -~ , ,' .. - .'.. \talked about, how m4ch~she,enJoyed w.orlfl,ng:: and 'how'l;mportant' it 
was for her.to, work becausJ:i she ,was the~one'who ;prdvided health, 

, insurance' for, her family ~ Another' wom~;n :spoke qbou~inow" difficult' ­
it was to go, home' at 'the' end",of theday:aJ:id, :i:ake: 6~~e, of her' , ' 't 

, 	 ,,;. . . '),:" . . 1-,.', <{. ,:"~ , ,.

chi'ldren's needs, 'particularly to help. withhqmewoi.k, ,to listen, " 
to b7' ~here~or 'them..,And the thi'rdw~~an! who had ,beer: in a,non-,." 


""., I tradItIonal Job and, ..had ra~sed th:ree daugp1:ers :as,a'slhgle mother 

" ,said aB.. ':she really,wanted:'was' the chan6e"to·.c0mpetefor " '. 


promQtion and 'for ,th,e, kind" of' bPport;:u~;~~i~~ '9~ Ithe~~job that sh~ 
thought she deseryed to haye. ' ,::;. "l>;';~ i ~,' J~; 

. . .,. , ,,-: ! ' _' ~. _~:>~.. ~-<~: ;:~ ~:;')~I:I~ y-:.".' ,i."'~_' :~~: '~'" i",' 

r', As I,listened ,to thos:e, thr~e' womEa l}1 h~ ;,,~re~th~t I' had ,been 
every pl~ce they were. I kr!tew· that thdS~,,:kilrid~:; of 'f·eelings;. those' 

, " conflicts,that ,gui'lt., that'excitement::,';,~p.at:::c~a:q~nge were ,all . 
pa'rt of, what it means to be.' a woman today'~~ '; .?\t)d ;". I. s'V7ooQ , there', as I 

' 

made ,the closing, remarks and said .that¥ for:U9:Ii}6:f';,my .life·, ever, 
"since I started wit,hpart,:"~iinejobs,'~.'(:\~~d'~,k~6~~/B~Wdiffi,cult it 

would be to do' whatI want,~d·t:o' do . In: my, early :,ye;;trs, :there was 
,	a~ways~ome ,boy telling me 'I shouldn'f,£\:do.j.what:,.Id...w$s doing. And:, 
as I got :older, ·there wa:.s ~lways\ pome.. ;nt?n;:ja,roU:qd;wri'q said the' 
same. thing. But I never fe~t. ~hatthet;:kn~~;l¥h~t;~~ey,were .. ' ,,' 

,ta.lk1rlg·about·and I don:'t t:h1nk ,that" (~pp;l~u~~:),;".T,l~·onft.thl~k " 
. that we' ought to support c~ndidates-wh<?,; ~it.lier~:~~p~Siclt~y or' 
, implicitly try to~.aytQ, +~ttle ;g:irls'~;9rS:t,p::t;hp'~~: ~:f us ,who are' 'l 

, ' grown ,ups ,_ we :k:how W,h'at f s )Jest; for 'Yodi':~apd,~we·'~i:I.. rirm~ake· the' \ 
decisions for yoU'. (Applause)' " r~:>; it::), ;:' ',,:;,: .. /fi ' 

, . . . '. .~ '. " , '. ~. :>~(;;'f F:'l' itt, ,ji/~.;< ~[~ . 
! Now one bf the ways to aVOId, thatfTl~': t?',dp.:whc:i:tthe " . 

. President ,has been doirig'wi!ththe' appdJri1;rn~ht~:t:l?-e~~'been making ~ 
He: has apppint:eds9me of t~e. mos,t qtl~~l~'t~ed.j)~?p~e~~ever .. to 'si t on' 

,the fede~albench.And. the Iblggest.maJ19rt~X ;~~','wPlllen and. people 
of color that have ever !been' put on the.· bench ·ana':.,they, are 
getting., high quality marks·."Becaus~1;h~re·isn/t}an:Y', c6nfi~ct : . 
between .filling, important p:osit:Lons'arlc:i finding 'qu<!dified, women 

. , ' . -"'. ' i;.·'" '~. '! """: I' -' .::~: 
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, ' ,~~, '; , ,::",:r ;:';~l " 
and, qual{fied minor'ities,' if you 're' .'wlf.:t1R9'·~t8'·,w6rKiat doing it 

\r'iglit.' And this President gets Up ,eveiy,~<d!=lyt:t:linki~g1:hat,he was 
elected to repr'esentthei e.ntire, colintiY":,and: that ~$ What, he' ,will. 
,continue,t6 do to givew9men op~ortuni.~1es:",to exercise rea'! 

,: 
~~wer. ;' (Applaus,e)' ' ,<,' : (, ':;',:, ;~j ", ' 

_ Neariy all thOse ,th6ught'swent thi6ughmY,·~i'rid'as 'I was;" " ' 
I • ,I • '.. j , .: • , .' " ,', -g. , '.'

/' ,Sl. ttl.ng at that sl.gnl.ng' on Wednesday.>(Laughter)P<;frtly, because 
I have to tell ,you, that lit also was' my' birtli,day .. w~ich has now' 
been celebrated in four' couritriesandinten< timei'ones. There is 

..,abso:lutely no' escaping your, age. when you",re"iri, :'thiJ position. " , i 

'That is on~of the downsides. But I dicht:hihktqf ,:mi:hlY of these 
'issuesasI'hel~ed.toce~eb~ate sucti ~rt!~~traorairi'ry, ' 

'" accomplishment' halfway ae,ross ,the wor1;d',;,;And:~.it 'made me ,v,ery 
proud of Amei:' iea. ': '" ',,>it::', :,~.i":' <;, :,:f 

•• \ .,', < " , ' " • ','~'"" " :,...... .' " ' ~. • 

The ceremony was sta~ted when thEr~:q:qrd~n:t:a.'n,::!'p?l'nd played the 
Jordanian 'anthem" ',the!), the' 'Israeli. ban.ai·played<'the~~'t:sraEdi 
a'nthe~,' and then they joihed tmJeth~~:':tb' play our' anthem. ,And in 

" 'our, group of .'people who w~nt to:, that: ~~ignirig,,'therEf were Arap 
,"Americans, Jewish Ainericahs, ,Christ~arit:Americans. of. every " ' {' 

~enb~inatiqn, ,all there r~presentingv?h~:tis,' best,:'~bout America." ,', 
All there committed to a l;>etterfutur~Ji,',n.(;)'t':a·'reaG:~ionary past', 
And I was ,so proud to ,be an Amer J.,can: 'i:And<[was': 'so~)proud of' our 

, , President fqr h.aving',both: the head :al}d':~'ti)el\~heart::,ti'iat'it takes tq' , 
" " ,try to'splve difficu}..1;: pr~bi,eins. ,<App~~kt~~rth~~e,:~ren'tany '\, 
~..... ,,: prc;>blems il! <?~rcountrytnat, <?annot,b~I:S6~,,:~d'bY'. p~oI?le ofgo.od 

, .. ' fal. th'W'orkl.ng- together.' y~s,: l t, takes :;patl.ence:, and' l. t" takes 
'( fo.rb~arance;, and it somet~me.s~t'akes; bi;t:1ryg>you,r ;,1;:qpgue, as ,the 

forces arrayed\a9ainst, yoU: are atternp~Jpg;~t:R~I:9b~fH§e or ; distort,. 
_ .' . '. . . 1..' , '. '" .. ,!~~;~,' ;;,:(,~;.:~.".. y. ::: .~, :;;.' ~ ·{.'d'li l '. ~." ~ , 

•. '> , ' But' ,what.,:youhave' don,e with 'your ~~phtr~b~tl~ms., 'is, to" make' it, 
.' .' . •• I", -'t" ~ ,.t, '. ", ' , "j<'\ .' , 

, possl.ble ,for those who', bel:l.E~v~ ;tn abe:ttrer,fl.jr1::u!:,,~~ d;:who bell.eve in 
'pr~ctical, ,progressive problem~solving'f.!ito :j(:>.iri', tbg~ther ,to' get' 
their., message out . 'And 'I 'm: very'grate~qi'::~~0i:::t:h~t.<jtBeciause I 
happen to b,elieve that we're going totqQ:'gl,lite:',w~l,); in ,these 
elections: ii'we really stay focused: b~:t;weeri "!n6w', anel' November 8. 
'Because what you' are s.tand~ng ~9r and:,.wha1:: we are 'working, .for, '. 
mak,es more' sense in the, long run and f'f '"people can.; hear the 

, ~ ", • + t . , • I· , , . ;;, ' I' ••'. ~~. .

truth, ,th~y wl.l1 bel.nforlllyd voters':a~d', tl1~YZ ;wi~l ,'Vote . for , 
:candida:teswl1o promise: a bl?tter future(.'\Tnat 's:,'xvha>t: 'pollt~cs, ' 
should be about. That's what r have "j4;'~f; 'i?e~n,~I)jaD entirely,;' " ' 

,_diff~r~nt part of th~ worler., ,And,tl;lat';~;:YThat,'LI,::,\HJr'keep working, 
f or her'e 'at home" '";,,,,~:, "',i,, ,I "',if. 

•o -, ''>.:1: '... ' '. .'~ , 't"" . 

Thank\you very, m,uch. , (Applause) 
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