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" " VOl C!E:, Mrs'. Clinton, c,an, we take the advantage, that, 
we're' all ',standing up to ctsk Ambassador,,(inaudible)' to! make an ' 
invocation?" ' ' I ' "I 

VOICE: ", Yes, 'of: course. It would be: ei'n honor. 

Lord God, we th(~mk' you" ,for ,the honor of ('in~l\.idible) of· 
,President Clinton ,and his lovely wife~ It's feally ~big thing: 

, "for ,us '. in' the Philippine~! particularly because Mrs. Clinton is 

looking into. the wor~ of, the, NGO ';i:; who are' devo~ing,their time ,;to ' 


the people. ':'" '_ , ' 

, 

_ They have come as part of the American delegation'that 
, will meet ,wlth the leaderS of, the people ot' the, Asia..,..Pacific, , , 

area, 'to take co~n~el wit~' th'em In order to, promote ,the new world', 
, 'of peace" freedom',,' ,justice, friendship, cooperation,' good will, ' 

, I" , 
, " and, 'of, course, goo~ business., ' 

,\ ' 

, "Lord ~ bless.the~r endeavors' ~nd ·keep' their minds 
, ", • • I ' • ' ' ' ,

suffused by your admonltlon ln Romans, XII, ".00 ,not 'conform any 
longer to the pattern of ;this world, but. be transformed by the 
renewing of yourmind~' Tpen you wi],.l be ,able to best then, 

, approve, of, what God's willI :is ,his good and. perfect will. II. , .'! 

( ',I' , ' , , 

, " Mrs. 'Clinton, wfa' welcome you. Our prayers are with you \ 
and the President. ,May, the Lord Almighty. imbue you with his 

,wisdom' an'dshower, his ble:ssit;lgs on all of you as you' ,go about 
you'r' assigned task. ' '/' 

(' ,e' '-- 'I 

VOICES: Amen. \ 
" , 

, " 

"', VOICE.: Mr,s., 'Clinton, welcome~ , Mrs., Aquino, ,thank you
-. -" I _ . . 

'for' joining' us ,'today. T.hank you, too, ~o 'everybody who left a 
spouse anq a ,family befo~e daybreak this morning to come and Join! 
us. \ "" 'I ' 

Please express 'our understanding to 'your f,amili~s, and' 
'I.'hope you'll be able to.!bring back to 'them the news of what 
'we" ve discllss,ed' today" , 

/ ' , .... ' I ' 

, ,The format for tthis mdrn:ihg~ sbreakfast is we are ' 

•
, asking,three members to ,make short,preseritatiorisor{ issues which' 

. . . - .' • j. ...' '.'
affect all of you here In·the Phlllpplnesand are'of great: ,'.' , . '\ , 

, "concern. , , , 
" , 

,'," 
' " 

, , '. 
\ ".' 

, I ! 

, , 
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, , ' Following that, ,we would hope 'for a frank, free 
,'conversation among oursel~es,. and we ,would pope 'that, Mrs." Clinton 
will'take an active part, !nthat debate~ 

, ",' I. ' " ' 

, But perhaps she~would ,do us. ,the honor at the end, to 
wrap :up ,this dialogue, wit~ prese,nting' to. you the' issues which \ 
affect us so much in the 'United, Stat;es ,and which are so , 
"important to her.. ' 

Can I now ask M~$,: Aquino to say a few words? 

MRS. AQUINO: Thank 'you very" much, (inaudible) and 'g6od 
morning, Mrs. Clinton, anki good'~orning to ~y fellow NGO's. It 
is indeed such 'apleasu:re l for all .0f us to be with you this' 
morning, and we, thank you' for the message that you ar,e sending.

• I ' 
about th~ ,1mportance of NGO's. " ." ' 

I'feel that under my presidency ,it ,was very clearly 
projectE!d, not' only in thiis country but 'throughout the world, how 
necessary/it was to iiivol:vethe people and. to bring government, 
and NGO's together.. And 'in our language,. Mrs'~ 9linton, I ceill", 
the 'concept (inaudiplel the partnership between, government. and_1­

,nongovernmental' organizations. ' , , ', '. ' . /," ., , 
) 

So, this is' really' quite a treat for us, and' I welcome. 
you and ,hope that you wJ..~~ have a 'very good stay, and.roaybe next 
:time you co~e,try to stay'a ,little longer • 

.50, thank you ~er¥ much. 

" . 

( 

MORE, 



,MRS.' 'CLINTON'S' REMARKS 
" 

MRS. CLINT,ON: Well, thank you, so much, ,Mrs. Aquino~ 

'; And thank you Mrs . Negropc?nte for arranging this. 


'I am delighted ~o be here. It is something t.hat I have 
been·looJeingforwat"d to.,I'have :q.ecird of land followed ;with 
interest ,the work of the NGO's ih this country, and believe' that 
t t is one of the,great ,'pb:iducts of democracy.' 

Mrs'. Aqu'ino and I ha9. a short visit' before we cam'e in this' 
morning. She ,said that you have to have democracy to have NGO's. 
I think the flowering of NGO's in'this country certainly is an' 
indication that that, is v~t"y true:. ' ' \ 

'''"... I aiso believ.e SO stronglY'inthe 'partnership between 
NGO,' s and 'governments. Oheof the reasons why, i was very pleased 
"that this session could obc),lr is that I ,am .. hoping that 'there wi 11 ' 
be more cooperation, and more integrat~on aryd ne~working among 
NGO's. 

.I think there'a~e'many lessons all of, us could'E!hare 
with one anoth~r if we ar:e given the oppdr.tun'ity to do so. In, 
our' ,country" my husband i:s, very supportive of NGO' s ,in all 
sectors of our po'litical,', ec'onomic, and 'social life. As 'a , 
Nation" we are attempting' to be more ,effective in promoting such 

, • I .. 

a partnershJ.p.
, , .', 

, , So, I amplea'se:d to, have this occasion to learn more ' 
" about what is occurringh'er~, al-t;.ho(fgh a's 'Mrs. Negropbnte told 

me; there are 20,000 ~- ~o, 60~000, 100jUOO such prganizations. 
".: I knowt,hat thisisa representative sampling, and hope ,that you 

, .' 'I,..'. , '" .wJ.ll tell your colleagues a~d, frJ.ends~ow much I apprecJ.ated 
meeting with you'who are ihere r~presentil)g NGO's. I'amgrateful 
to know that there. are thousands more ,like you' allover your, 
country,' and, I will take ,:that message back, to my own, country and 
the NGO I s there .:, 

: ' 

I' 

i MORE 
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. \ 

'VOICE: Mrs .. Clinton, ' thank you. I don't' know how' long· 
our friends from the press,are going to stay, but we're 'gettinge, very' hungry~ 

• • j 

VOICE: .We don't want to eat in front· of your" cameras'. 
It's been nice to be with:you. ' ...see you later. 

, (Inaudible) as'~e begin to eat bur fruit', please, and 
as coffee. anq. tea appear , . would. y'ou. begin by raising some 'issues 

.critical 'to the environmental movement( 
; 	 . 

; ,VOICE: Thank Y~:)U, ,Mrs. Negroponte. :Goodmorning. 
.(Inaudible. ) 

\ 

,;' VOICE: \' Dr. (in~Udible). 
I 	 .: 

--VOICE: Good morning Ito all of you. Our (inaudible), 
fou'ndati'~n is honored to' he able to" have this· opporturiity' to ' . 

,welcome ',Mrs. Clinton and j:o activate. the issues that 'we are .. 
I' , .. working on. 

\, 	 '. 

:i: think that we~ have an' 'allY-here a'nd Mrs. Clinton is, 
pommitted toe inaudible) .reforms , especial,ly those affectirig the 
(inaudible). .' And we in tpis country, are aware that the ') 
disadvantages 'of women ta~es a heavy toLl. on our health. 

. , '. ~ .'. ~' . .' ' " . 

. ' So, (inaudible), foundation is working ·to promote. , 
womcim's' health' and, reprodhctive r icjhts, 'and we are providing 
critical. as ~e~la.othe~ services, informat{oniin.(inaudible~.~ 

. -And so :if I phase in a JOlt of activit-ies that .only 'have . 
(inaudible) but in commun1ities and (inaudible)' tamilies, I ' 
believe I can'. state in aliso, (inaudible) to present the r,esuits' of 

'. :	our .studies and' our expe:r;iences· in the (inaudible), proposed' 
bills. And also we work with a 10to:eNG.O's and, (inaudible). care 
of women 'and NGO's., ' .. , 	 . , .' (. 

. / 

~e als~ have the ~dvocacy work in' other' areas' in thE':!. 
media,but we really are isaying'that our, work is not easy. We 
sometimes.ar·ouse resentm~nt and. fear. 

..\, 

, .Last September" I y!as 'one' of 1:;he, delegates ,who 
" (inaud'ible) .for theoffidial delegation to' the ICTP '94., 'but we 

, are very happy and inspired,and very inspired 'by the work that we \ , wer'e 'given. . 	 .:, . . . . , . 

. Also this year ,AID 'had art,opport~nity to work with us' 
in ,identifying reproductive health needs of women;' arid we found 
all these illnesses and .deaths wi1;:hrthe pregnancies,b:i.rths, and 

, , sexuality that is coronion; and our 'ma,ternal 'mortality rate is very 

high including also n\orbi~ity in abortion, compiications of, 

pregnancy, and transfer of malaria: and' tuberculoses. ' . 


, ., ~ 

. VOICE: Doct9r~' would yo\). like· to continue thes~ issues 
. later? 

,") 

. . 
'/' 

I 
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VOICE: Yes, o~~y . 
" ,, , 

. VOICE: Please aliow, US', in 'the, name of time" to ailow 

. ,~<Atto~ney Salvien:to.~to talk on the human rights issues~. 


I ' MR., Sl\LVIENTO: ; Mrs. <:;linton,' ,Mrs. ,Aqui'no:,' Mr.s. 

Negropontei all WOmen 'lea~ers (in,audible) ~ ,I speak today in',the' 

capacity of chairperson pf' Amnesty International (inaudible)',' . 

Sedtion, an~as vice-chai~ p~rson of the Philippine Aliianceof 


, Humari.Rights,Adv;ocates,or: PARRA. ,tt'~:a grQup of human rights 

(inaudrble) in the Philippines. " . 


, , ' 


~ " . 

.' 'But I'm persona!11y, the Asia· and· Philippine section', 


. other ,(inaudible) throughput the' world are .presently involved iri 

these· complaint,s 'ag~inst' puman' rights violations, in (inaudible),. 


• • I '. '. ., ~ f '.' 

, , This'C;;amp'~ign, which.started ,in' September, : and will end . 
, ,in March 1995 -- we, 'h<ive ;two aims. ,First to 'urge' Indonesia to . 


(inaudible) ,its human :t"ights pqlicy. And secondly, to urge ,the, 

inte'rnat'ional community. tb takf.2!( inaudible) action on Indonesian 

(inaud,ible) • '1 ' \. 

')" ' 

'.' I'··' .' .. <II.,'.. :"\ ... '. .; , . .
, " , As vice ch~J.rma:n of PAHRA,.(J.naudJ.ble). J.n 'that we have 


, activities in' th~ PhilipI>;inesfocused 0:0. human rights eduCation 

'and human r'ights campaigns. ,'We (inaudible) has done' a 'lot; of 


, good for h\lman'rights-in, ;the Philippines through'(inaudible) I but 

we, believe more 'should be, done. ,-', ' 


" ' 
, ' , 

, " 

. ' For instanc~, w;e-'re asking (inaudible) to release', 

. political prisoners from'! (ihaudible) , from detention.' Wei,rEi" 


, ' asking the government to' :(inaudible) , its ' military policy'in 

(inaudible) displacement :to be able to release foreign refuge~s ~ . 


j ... ,' I " " ./ . '". " / " • 

<, we"reasking t:.~egoverninent(iriaud'ible);who are caught, 

in situations of armed ccinflict., We're asking 't\he governmemt to ,.' )

".. . , '. • 1 . _' ..' " • ~ ." •). ' . dJ.smantle these paramJ.1.J.tary groups whJ.ch are causJ.ng , 

(ina,udil:;lle-). "" . " , 

.,These,are our concerns, Madame First ~ady,', and I hope' 
. (inaudible) in our struggle to improve t:he human rights.,climate .' 
in the Philippines:. Tn2111k you.; 

. f'\" .

VOICE: Attorn~ysalviento, ,tHank you very much. :We 

,now open the discussion up to\ the'floori 'and we invlteany ,of you 

'to come f orwarq, with" you:t ide~,s." " .' 


, '. >' 

. . Perhaps]: could' ask'! Mr. Leonardo A:lehandreno from the 
iPh'ilippipe Business for "rhe Envirortinent" to make a contribution. 

MR. 'ALEHANDR:J5NO: Well ,on' the' basis that-. the bt;l.siness 

, sectors. is ,0nf.2! ·of tHe biggest culprits in the environment I ,w,e, 

organized what 'we believe is a unique organization, certai'nly in, 


,Asia, where the equivalen't; o'fthe Fortune 500 Philippine " 

compal1ies have gqtten to~ether to see' how we . can address the 


http:causJ.ng


•••• 

. I 

I: 

en.vironment, one, and thEm:' basically' increasingly awareness .~monc;i' 
CEO's too on the basis. of iactingas la forum··for cOrlflict., f· . 

resolutions in communities: and .:th~, business sector,. fore~ample 
in the areas of' power generation. .. . . 

.' . '- .. 
, ' ,". J I ~ 

·And we're Just generally working together· with other 
',1 NGO's' to' see how the business sector can· contribtiteto the 

• .' I . ,
growlng envlrc:mmenta.l concerns. 

i I. 

. ," , 

, ", I ' .. :'

VOICE: .' What type. of' a ..response have you found' from; the 

,business community? 'And ~erhaps' I could'~ ask Marie (inaudible) . 

for prog~ess. 


. . . . ,VOICE:'. Well: I ;think everybody(i~a,udible) we are .a, 

f9u,ndationior both the cqrporations and we ai,e (under . 

(inaudible). We ,are also1being fundedbyU: ~ S . (inaudible) and 

other U. s. agencies~ , , 


. I ' ,.,' • I " . .. ..' .. 
. , Our wish is bas~cally to' help the poor .. help ''t:hem~elyes"~ 

and we have. management- an<:l social technique and development, ,so . I 

,that, is basically what we ;~o.'. We address' mostly' areas where they 

have rtc:> resourc·es. and no ~cc,es~ to credf-t::.· So. we . (,inaudible,) and 

·th~y wl11'move on to technologles, credlts, and: then mark~ts. 


And ··so ,we call it area reSource 'management, .and through' the years 

we've ,learned how' to , find: (inaudible) ~ .' " . . 
. . 

We. have very keen 'multinational Americ~n coinparlies'

(iriaudiole). '.. " I .
'. • 

! j' 

I I'. 

VOICE: ~'We shall take that,mes\sage to the· breakfast in 

the ChampagneRoomwhe:tie'40'corpora~ionsare gathered. 


", " 
VOICE: We will i give them ap:r:eserttation. \ 

I 

VOICE:Thank¥~u. 
\. 

, 
I \ •. ~ • •

'VOICE: (Inaudlble) ~lOul9 yqu like to tak~.' up the issue 

of :soci~l responsibility?;' ".\. 


VOICE: . Yes, thank you very nluch'(iriaudible).Infact, 

we've spawned a iegal (in~udible) precisely to .'answer·. (inauqible) , 


. involvement in my' corporation .. All .of the is'sues~: some of which I 


have been aired here this' morning, .'and many ~other problems,. some . 

. very basic ones like the peed for running .water or access to' . . , 

~ealth 6~re, acceSs to eC9nomic resources.' . 


, And :wefeel' that' e'speciallywiththe dwindling
• I.··. .'

( 'resources from forelgn fundlng agencles" that. the corporat,eworld 

is . the area'whereNGO' s apd .people's. organization can look to. '. 


. .' And ~ I'd l'ike ".to! inention here that while I .thin~ all of 

us. in this room represent large NGO'~, the reaso'n there are 

60~OOO is that there are ,very. many sinall peopleis, ,initiatives out 


e. in the provinces, and the smallest ,one is' a" (inaudible). ·And 
l 

'. { 

,I 

I . 



,~ ,'. 

\ ' 

." 
........ 

these, are' the- init:l.atives,'!th~t we' have to, idE!ntify and encourage, " 
,and we fe~l that the only ':Nay to do ,thati~'for them tO,all band 

'~ , together in some way 'of idientifyingthem at the ,smallest unit, 
',' and we call ,lit, (inaudible)J, so- that they can join their voices 
an~-talk to their'(inaudi~le) leader~' br to their mayor; or'to­

, the,' municipal engineer to' !access these resources because besides 

,the ,corporations I,.:think i:t is the 'government that holds the,' key 


to rinloc~in~ all ot ,these~esources. ~ , ,
( . \ . 

Apd thankstol1~'s.' Aquino", we now have a'-local' '­
gc>verhment code" which manda:t,es tha,t, local, governments do. open, up


• . I, " ..F.
the1r resources ,to theseNGO's and people's organ1zatl.Ons. , ,We 

just need a little morea~vd6acy,withthe 10bal,government units 

where'politicians sometimes ,feel threatened by the:NGO's ~nd, you 

know, , are ,always fear~ng that/the NGO's maybe intruding, into, 

their turf. ", \ - " ' 

, , 

" 'But, I t~l~K, tha~ witlJ. a lot 'more "working:togetherand' ' 

talk~ng it over there canlbe this basic, attitude where we' all 

realize we h~ve to work tqgether to ge~' to Philippines 2000. 


, , I, " . 
) , VOICE:', Thank' yQu. ' Now,: remember the"f16~r is .~pen. 


, Yes, (inau~ible). "', 


VOICE: (Inaudible) ,to i'n:t,roduce th~' (inaudible) 

development of NGO,s·netw6rks. Mrs. Clinton me~t.ionedearJ,ier 

during her comments the necessity for netwprking wi~hin the 


,country asw:ell as across !co:untries. " ,'\', " " . ~ 
, ',' ' , ' .\ 

And (inaudible) :fbr short· is' a' coalition' ,on t'h'~ .' . I 

. '. j. ,nati'onal level ,of 10 national netwQrksand 4 reg10nal networks, , !. 
largely of small NGO's on:the g1round, . covering almost ,f, 000' , 
individual NGO's~ 

, ,', i, ,', " ." " 
. We have', set ,up 0ur: O,wn code of ethl.cs. We have a 


regulatory' me,chanism wh.:i.ch' is self-:policing (inaudible).' We have 

.' • ' f, 1 . 't. . , • • _. 

a 'basl.sof unl.ty that talJ~s about our own'vl:s10nfor Ph1ll.pp1ne, 

d~ve+opment, arid have been ,working quite strongly with groups 

like the Foundation for Ph.ilippine En:vironm'ent, which co",,:,NGO 

helped to 'set uP. together with another coalition,': the Green' 


~, ' '-' ' • .' j.,. ,', :. ! . ,

Forum, and 1n the process' to try to get· toqetherall of' these' 

small, '( inaudible) so that, we' are not just working ind.1viduallY in' 

smail coIil.l11unities but are I able' ,to, share expertise. ' , 


! ': 'I 

", ,('InaUdible)" on 'the 'ranks come up with a p~rticrila~,' 

standard that sho~ld be, (inaudible) ,all of,lis. And we have been 

'actually in operation for: ,the.past' 4 years" hoping th?t', more and: 

more w~' sha,ll ,get' away from national" networks' and go' into' : 

,r,egional and ,provincial c9alitions- of ,NGO's. ' 


, ',In many' of the ,'( inaudible) are, ahead' of ever:ybody in" 
this a'udience because they have, been ,able set 'up coalitions at', 

',the' provincial level whi9h' now, .come together 'in ord~r to have a,
• 'f,.· . . ". • ' 'greater,<v01ce from the pe9pleo~ts1de the cen:ter of metro Man11a, 

, , 

http:wh.:i.ch
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.' '- . 
I, 

':,a 
., 

J 

to give a betterapprec:ia~ion of 'the entire, country rather than 
,the metro, Manila center' : the na'ture of, both government' as weil' 
as NGO's. 

VOICE: Thank y,qu. I think you have (inaudible), froni 
Southern Mindanao withth~ Development (inaudible)' for the 

. Ml.ndanao peopie." ' ' , 
, 

VOICE: 'Our org~nization is in ~icro-Ien~ing~;a~d I 
feel tha~ the ~peciaiizat~oh-isvery important ~s very imp6rtan~ 
even in'foundatiopworki that we 'should only do what we,feel' 
comtortable'with.,'And .. th~t's why we selected,-- in 'the ,whole 
range of assistance to th~ poor we selectedmicro-Iendi'ng. . , 
'precisely for that reason, that you don't waste resources and you 
can really do Ci good job qut of what you're doing. " ' , 1 

, Essentially, ag~in, we'also feel that social 
development, work alone ,does not have sustainability. You h~ve to, 
couple 'it with:iri90me'gen~ration projects 'so that,You 'will 
continue to have th'e 'will to fund the other :social related,'
projects. ' . I' 

And we' also believe that sometimes, it is; not the cost " 
of mon'ey or the, co~t, of I iriterest or the rate, it is the 

,availability of creditth~t is most important. 

, 'And when you see situations of the poor,where. they have 
to borrow the, money from ,loan sharks,; <:tnd ,t~eY're ~illing to pay 
just to"ma~e, y-ouknow"a,!liVelihood. " 

So, ,those are -my obse~v~tions, Mrs. Ciinton. 
- I 

, 'I , 

, VOICE: May I a~k" when' you talk about income, 

generation are you talk-ing abol,lt it for the foundation or' on 

'behalf 'of the lenders? i'. .' ,- , 


VOICE: On behalf of the lenders, a'nd most -of these are· 
'associations and women vendors associations. And, again, it's " 
back to the idea'of sustaining ,the effort. 

, " 

'VOICE: 'Have you worked with the Gramede Bank,in 

Bangladesh? 


, VOICE: I'm,sorrY, ,ma'am,' we haven,'t done that because 
we f~el that is;~ot,our field' of ,expertise and we generallydon'~ 
want to do things that we1don't, feel comfortable with, ,not ,that 
it is hot a go,od idea. ' 

, 
VOICE :', I/m just trying to understand how your, 


micro-Iending- was carried: out., What is the institution' that 

provides the micro-lending, .and where does the funding 'for the 


'micro-lending come from? ; 

" , 
, , 
, ' 

',I 

.: \
\ ' 



, 

/ 

I 

", I ..' \
VPICE: Okay. We rece1ve grants from the U~S.A., 'and 

we act 'as a big' brother, b.nd we pass this' mon'ey: down, to' 
subgrantees we c~ll'them~iagain, associations, and we teach ,them 
~hemechanics of credit,",{:ind we monitortpe projecturitil' the 
reflpws' start coming' in.' , 

I 

, VOIcE;: P~rhapsi we could follow 'on that. Ido remember ," 
, you .,want . the floor.,' (In<;tpdi~le),,. ;the chairman' of TSCI, whic;::h is, 

a .C1'naudl,ble) bank organ1zat10n.,' , 
, ,I, I . " 

VOICE: '(Inaudible). Yes, this :is a credit institution: 
that' was funded I by 10,cal' people, and' principally by the Maramatha 
Trust of Australia and ofl Opportuni:ty International~ where both, 
coutd share views. ' " " ' ' ' 

And we go out t:o th~' peopl,e who cannot borrow from' the 
banks, becallsethey: dori.tt have enough '(inaudible), .50', we lend ,on 
the ba'sis' of trust'. . .. ' " 

And ,we"are valllling (inaudible), ,of Bangladesh, the 
poorest, of ,the poor, whi9h ,is a very, v,ery diff~cul t\, thing, how 
you lend money' to! ,the poor . 'But we are succeed1ng ,w1th the pelp, ' 

•• ' I'. ' , 

• 
of (1naud1bl~).And' thel:1e was one, t1me when we' gave out as a 
loan' iOmotorcycles Qf( inaudible)' ,which we gave out as, loans' to 
these p'oor guys in spite :of them." A;nd (inaudible) and, so we, 
asked Diane to atte~d 6n~ of 'the deliveries, anq so we had to" 
(inaudible) Kawasaki motor9ycles ,in'Japan. ,And, she boasts. '" 'And 
'I:tqldher~ but don't ev~r forget the,~apane~e name, so 
(inaudible) . ' ", ", " 

VOICE: You'll:get me caught up in a trade dispute. 
, ~ I' 

VOICE: Rena Deihi', you want to, make a contribution . 
I " ' 

,I " ', 
MS.' DABI: I just wanted to be allowed to speak for',the 

,women's, movement in the ~hilippines~ I just also wanted to say , 
'that 'this ls 'such 'a' hist6ri'c arid very privileged occasion 1:0 
witness'Mrs. Aquino ,and Mrs. Clinton at this breakfa~t. 

!.! • , 

I ,work with a Women's 'organization 'called Philippina, 
and we are working for the 'encouragement of ,women's involvement 
in policy. ,And '1 'fee'!' that we have, (inaudible) but today two 

. ,,!, 1 ' '" 

women have set excellent'examples for women's involvement in-
politics~ , ' " , ,~ " ' , , 

But' ~ihce I'm ~lso a 'journalist~ could ,'1 be' all~wed to 
ask a, quest'ion? 'There h~ve beeri p,oiitical developments" in the 
U. 5 ~ 'right now, and.! ,ju~t ask ,as a feminist ,and froina ,Third 
'World'country, there are; some developments that I find 

, disturbing, 'especially regarding American,pottcy towards 
minorities and womEin's r~ghts~', ,""'" 

.' ,I ' I would 11ke to Mrs. Clinton if she feels there, i'li; a 
message, for her personaliY'in the voting that went on ,recently, 

, I 



and if there are some thihgs you'd like to change about your own 
. involvement in the government' or in. your ,husband's ' 
administration? 

MRS., i, ¢L1N'l'ON' S RESPONSE 
\' 

MRS. CLINTON: ,well; I don ' t .k~ow yet, exactly,what' the' 
message was. There are many differerlt interpretations and. 
ana.lyses which wi~l go on! endlessly, I,'m sure,long into history. 

\ .'. "But.I think it's clear .that our coun:try'~', like many 
'countries, even th~ indus~r~alized democracies,are searching for 
political meaning after ,the end oftpe'ColdWar .. When \ole had a 

, I ••• \! . . " , . ' 

very .. clear deflnltlon as ,to; who our enemy' was and what we were 
called upon to do in orde:r.to' ~organ'iz,e ourselves, that ,gave a 
Igreatdeal of support to ~a'worldview:that largely 'determined 
American politics for dec:ades. ' ' '''', 

. I. , 

. / And now thatth'e'Cold War is no longer the political 
construc:t our country i wei are looking for. a new Jway, ·of defining 

,the'government"s'rolej" the,private"sector's role, 'and 'the 
partnership., '. which iswh~' the NGO' s '~re so important in this 
country, and "around the 'w,orld.," "', ' 

, " 

Arid 1: think' th~re is an underlying sense of di::;conterit, 
'.a, 'desirefor 'chan'ge, becau'se Inanyof the problems which we have 

. • I . '. , " ' 
'allowed to develop" ln ,our own country over the last few .years 
were·either overlooked, 'neglected~ .or denied.' We did .not feel 
that we could. perhaps te~d "to them; in the way we should, .so .they 

.have really ,become the ,fqcu~ of a lot of. concer~. 
, 

I also think 'hfstoricallY th,ere's al~ays a tendency for 
people to want' more qhange more quickly than perhaps 'is possible . 

. I', . 

i: know that my ;husband'and'I v,;ill continue ,tc:> ,work'as 
'. \best as we can 'on 'behalf, lof'the issu~s' and princ'iples that we 


, ! ,believe in. We wili in any way possible work with our new . 

•. ' I. • ' " •. •

Congress. But I wlil stay lnvolvedln the lssues affectlng
, • . I . ..' . 

women, children,' h~alth and education, that I've worked on for 
more than 20 yea~s. 

: I 

'" I , 

'.' 


http:orde:r.to


~ .. ., .. 

,. 
, 	 ,', \ r ' 

/ . 	 ! 

. VOI.CE:Tt,l'aI1k yqu, ; Mrs:., Clinton. 'Can I ask Beth 
,Marcelino, her~elf lnvolved ln~women's and chiidts. car.e isSues to 
speak? 

I 
MS. MARCELINO: .Thank you and good mQrning, Mrs. Cllnton·and, 

Mrs. Aqu~no. ,r· re~resent I~n alli~nce fo~ 6hildren's copcerns 
palled (lnaudlble) F,oundatil:on, WhlCh ~asJ:pallypromotes the 
'rights and welfare of chilldren, but especially those in the, most· 
'II' • , • I. 'II" 'II' ,+, •

'dlfflcult'sltuatlons 11.ke'lchlldren ,In war sltuatl0ns, sexually 
exploited children" children, ill" poverty situations, street ' , . 
children, and,other child:r:-en whoare·caught 'in various issues 
affecting Philippine society.· ' ' , " .:' , 'I , 

, 	 :, . . . , , . 
, 	 .' ,I· ' . ,

In particular,,' actually,~ we, work towards advocacy 
issues; ,thepromo1:;ion 'of ~amily and child . labor laws tliat ,will be, 
bene~iciaJ to children' in Iparticular,' but of ,cour~e, women in 
g'eneral'. We also wCjrk f017, the' promotion for the, rights of 
~iMr~: 	 ': " 

, 	 ­
'sut::on this particular occa~ion':I W9uld like to bring'. " 

up the iS$ue which is ,of 'utmost concern to" us, and' this is the 
, ' issue" of, ,Amer:L-Asian, children,: which, I suppose y,ou, must ,have read.. ;. 

.I' •. I, , 	 ,
'about yesterday' 1I'i the newsp,apers; ,or must have heard ,about. ,We 


: are 'a member --' we are npt, the iea,d' :agency, "but we, are mekber, of 

a coalitiori for the, rights 'and welfare' of ,Phil:ippino-:Amerasian'


.• ..' I 	 •. .'
chl1dren, and we are, actually,' requestlng frolll the, U. S. Government'· 

, . . . ~ • • 1 • 	 . ,
" 	 as, well/as from the PhlllPPlne Gover,nment for sCjme klnd of 


paternai :child 'support." , 

, , ' 

.. I., 	 ", 
, . , ,'Long, after the U.. ~. bases hi=tve left; 'the 'U.S. milita'l::'Y" 

: \ 
/. servicemen have left behirtd a~ whdlelotof children who are now;, 

, living under conditions of poverty, discrimination, and also. the' 
women, their mothers, 'are also suffering from a 'lot of ,. "..J .,'. I., 	 •'. , exploltatlon as ,well. Anq..I wouldllke to call 'yo,ur at,tentlonto 
:this issue' because, it has Iraised', a lot ofcon6ernamongst us 

. ','.". I 	 ' I'worklngln the alllanCe., 	 ," 

Thank you very ,much. ' 
,~ 	 '., 

\ 
, VOICE:,Than1:c y~ti~ , Bill Mc:Kay,' from Pennsylv~nia but,I:' 

'think (inatidi'ble) m~nyyears, ·:~irector of, the (inaudible)' 
foundation. 

t-	 , .. 

MR. McKAY:" we',:~e ,been here 26 ,years :workingwith ~he 
Amerasizms: ,In th,e last: ~ever~l year,s it has. become somewhat of 
an issue.' ,It's ,an issue that's been here for 94 years, roughly., ' 

• , I 	 ., 

.We have ,a host 'of p~ogram.s for Amerasian's~. Currently' , 
we're,Workirig'with.more t~an3,900 onari individuai l:?asisranging. 
fromeducat'ion andmedicat and sq on t.o try and benefit thf3se 

" youngsters ,so that, they c<fn,mat~re and be :able to stand on 'their, 
, own ~eet' regardless ofw:hethet they're in tqe' Philippines or the 

United states. : ' - '. 
1. 

, ' 
I 

! 



'" 

., 
/ .... 

.~. , • . 'I. '. . ",' ',' 
, We do' quite -a Iht ,of work w1th, the Un1ted states. , 

'embassy, on ,U. s. citizemstiip claims I 'and at the present' time have 
, about 311 youngsters (ina'udible) consisting of a ,good many'of

• "\ 'j • , .• ' 

th~se cas~s, and'. I want to say the' elRbassy . has bent over 
'bac1l;wards and the Americ~n services hav~totrytoreally resolve 
a lot of v~r'y problematic cases. . i 

. : I' :', ' . 
, What we'v:e ,come up 'with,. despite. the many that' are ·{very 

badly'''off -- and; the thirlg that has gott,en'me riled over ,the\.la,pt" 
several days is ,we're fi~ding more and more .of· these. Amerasians' 
who, a're~.American citizen~' and who do not .have· <)ny.· support from' 
their ,fathers. : . 

" Ahd yesterday 1, had the occaslon as, I . was sitting in / 
our,:office'to meet 'a young man who wasn't even therefor any 
(in<)udible) but my'st~ff [interviewed, him',and it's a crying shame 
becaU:s~ '.the young man was deposited back, in: this. c;::ountry from. the. . . . .. , ..'. ."

Un1ted states, byrhl:S mother,-'last year ... He's 16 ,years old. He's 
, .' , " '~ I ." '. .' , 'I I

going, to,' try/to: start' ,to :work on Monday, tOJl1orrow. He ca,n't 
,work. ,He doesnl't·' have, a Ip~ssport~ ...He doesn't have any 

identification:,.:., :His mot:tJ.er'1ias~,ta:ken" it:. all ,back: to, the united . 
.. ',states witl1':,her.' " 'I " .,' 

'". . And as, much a's'lwe possibiy' can we're' g<?.i,ng to, make this 
toppr10r1ty .becau~e 'VIe now,"h,ave 11 cases 'alone l.n the embassy. 
We.'re not even looking f6r these youngsters, but they ',re· being. 
given over to us to try ~nd get some kind of" support from' 'the 
father. . i . 

i, 

In'thisparti6Jlar'case'oftheYOung man named Andt-ew, 
, , . . 1 " 

n.eith~r the mother or the father because. they're both in the,
• . ,!.. ' . "" ' Un1ted states., And, to roT 1t'S Just devastat1ng' for a',youngster, 

16 ,years old, to be dumped back in ~ country where'he does not 
even ,speak th~ :language,' and he'.'spent 701:' 8 years. in the 'United, 
states'before .here:. And lour hope is the embassy has the prigina1. 
documentation that shows!that he is an American citizen because' 
otherwise he's got not:o~e paper in his :name. 

.' 
',J 

, . 

.,' . So., . (iJlaudible) 
. ,

,is very concerned about the ihdiyid~al 
Amerasian; and,! think'we do quite a bit of goop. work. It's very. 

"difficult•. And ,as.I .say; it's' .gotten a lot of ndt,oriety in 
recent years. " ,I 

Dsl CLINTON'SRES;PONSE
. i' /. . I 

MRS. CLINTON: The"whole issue' of· 'child support is: one that 
is of great concern:in;o*r country ,as :well.' I'm actually vf?ry 
interested in hearing both of YoU: ta"lk a90ut that as an, issue. ,I 
think it needs to be addtessed. at the international level, ' I 

'because wit.h greate'r 'and: greater m6biiity, with fewer' and fewer 
boundaries among our countries, which·isallf·or,the.good'ror 
, 1',,, I '. . ,,' . ­

e' 
tradeiil}ld CO:mlnUll1cat10n ~nd travel, we're g01ng ,to h~ve .. more.and. 
more of these problems ~ ,I, appreciate you ra'ising this. 

, 
I " 
I .. 

,'. 



", 'j , ....\,. t: 
" 

r 

" , 

I' 

'VOICE: ,', Thank y;ou. We' r'e gqing to 'change the', subj'~ct 

now slightly and'ask painlHolly to 'describe the arbitration 

programs, that 'y~u ,halve, ati 'the, (iriaud~ble) ,~or 1;he Asia 

Foundation. ' , , , 

j 'c 
( :,', ';'.' I. ',. " 

MS. HOLLY: ,The ASJ.a FoundatJ.on J.S an AmerJ.can NGO. 

We've been in the"Philippines for 40 years and work in 31 'other 

countriesiri:Asiaand th~ Pacific.,' " 


! ' 
, ' , ,I "'. _,' 

" The thrust, o.f 'Qurprogramming ha's been 'tohetp 'support 

.., and build civil society, ito assist. in ,NGO ,devel,:opment, -, and' tci 

re~chif ~ossible those.i~di~iduals'who'need h.lpin ,terms,of 


. .',.' . I. .'access to )ustJ.ce, access 1:,0 rJ.ght's, a'nd J.ssues, of health and, 

"safety in some cases. ' , ' 


, , 

The (inaudiblej i~ a ~~ry interesting proj~ct because' 
it recognizes ,tl?-e fact t*at the qourt systel)1, in the' Philippin~s :~ 

'has problems, ,1J.ke manY,0ther court, systems,and the dockets are '. ' 

'clogged, 'and;,there's d.;if*lcultygett'i,ngaccessto: justice., ' 
-, . ."; ' ­

", . ' The \ (i,riaudible): is'~_ system',ofth~'smallest unit of 
government, in :,thePhilipp;ines::. ~Atthatlevel" orie ,can address 
issues', of proPtarty' ~-- I; these ,are ,issues that have· 'nothing,:to ' do" 'I: ' 

, , , "" I ",' . " ' wJ.thmurder or hJ.gh crJ.mes,- but' havetp do', WJ.th very,sJ.:mple 

, ~roblems that' need ~tci be'1 solved at the 10cal,leve,L . J 


, " r, f '_ , 

This system-we(vebeen strengthening'by s:;uppqrting 
I' ' 

~,mediati6n trainihg.'We~ave now trained, through ,a train ,the 
, trainers program~ 3,500 individuals who are nowable,to ,act as 
'm~diators at this local revel. 'f Thisproject was furided with U. S. 
AID money,. .We worked ,ye:k:y closely with U. 5'.' Alp 'money 'on our 
access'tq justic:e pro<;;rrafuming as ,we'll as, ot~er progral)lIllJ.ngthat 
we, <,:Ie:> tl?-at invc:>lves govepnanpe and issues of basic .needs tor " 

" ,'PhJ.IJ.ppl:nos. 
I ' 

Vo.ICE: Pam~ thank you~' (Inaudible)' is invol~ed in 
'"alternative legal system~ within ,the,alterl1ative law-group, and 
" perhaps he could share, alword., . ',", ' '.:' \ \\, 

VOICE: Thank¥ou~', I would to ,add to the Obser~a-tion ' 

that'aside from the fact: that there are a'lot of. NGO'~ in the , 


'Philippines is '-that grea,t diversity of NGO's ,tha1;:.we have here J,n' 

the Philippines. ' j' '- : 


", I 

• 
I , 

I, ' 
, " 

http:tha1;:.we
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. initiatives' 'are.being.und'ert.aken and', you. know, 'give more room. 
for more participation, ,democratic participation to people so'.e' that they can have a voide in the kind 'of development that·the· 
~ountry:. will go iJ;lto\:!' . 

/ 

But I would li~e to specifically focus 'on an issue with 
respect to' the ·aid. A. idt of '.. aid has been ·going to Third .world' 
countries., and I .would li:ke to echo what Mrs. Clinton: was, saying, 
earl~er, that; NGO's have la big' role. te> play.in terms of 
d~v710pmEmt •. And' I be~i~ve t~at the 'time' has come· so that ! mor~ 
assl.stance should be. gl.vf9n to NGO's s~o' that they c~n, fully play 

.thei);; role, iri terms of pr.oviding for(a quicker pace of human 
ceI?tered development,an<:i je'ml?owe:rmelJt in,the various countries to 
whl.ch they are very actl.'le l.n. .' . .' . . 

VOICE: Thank·~ou. I'm going to ask one more person to 
make a.contribution"and ithen perhaps Mrs. Clinton could:help us 
with· a wrap:-up.'...· Horacio·!MOrales., 

. . MR. ·MORALES: .. <iood mornin·g~.·Mrs.· Clinton..My: . 
o:::gan~zation,.is·-involved l':lith ~usta'inableideve~opment at. the. 
dl.·strl.ct ,leveL . We' organl.ze the :farmers and, fl.shermenat the 
,ecosystem level. .We: pro*ide a livelihood'and t.he·n We let/ them 
manage their natural res6urces. . . . ' . ." . . ! 

F6rexample iniManila .we organi~~d the (inaudibi~) and, 
. t:hen'provided them an alternative· i~velihood,and then we'equip 

them 'with the training te:!, mariagethe Manila ,Bay area itself. . . '. 
. . ! ' , • 

.. . " . I . . / 
. .. .', But I would like to take this opportunity to relate to 
Mrs. Clinton, what some of us NGO's in the Philippines feel about 
the U.S. policy theSe pa::kt 2 ,years beca.:use·more and mo~e we find 
thechang~s in policy to;bevery,much' in line with the thinking . 

. . . of NGO's in ,the Philippines ~ _ . ,;'. ' " 
I , ' , . '. 

We have been w6rkingwith the U.s. delegation in ,many', 
of~the U.N: conf~rence.,:and th~~ are very close ·allies. So, we 
welcome these developments and we' hope these changes 'go on.1 

, .' .·r . . .".' : .... ,.' ' 
At the sametl.me, Ph'l.ll:ppl.ne NGO's' alSO' have matured' to 

a point where I .think before ,:they were very critical' of .' 
gover.nment programs, butlNGO's now are very open to looking for 
ways 'of cooperating, loo*ing for· common ground .where the NGq~s 
and the government land the private s~ctor can,work together .. 

\. j 

. I thir*'the ch~llenge that I w~uld l,ike to point out 
.now is really how. all of:us, the organizations of.civil society, 
government institutions', i and the, private sector' can, look fo~ . 
·rea'lly common ·gr.ound at~he dif~erent places ·a:t the local level, 
at the ~ational level, and, at the _g~obal level to .work together.' 
to really respond to thei.global is.uesth,at we are confronting" 

, toCi·ay.. ,1~ " 

. " 

, 

http:Ph'l.ll:ppl.ne
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, And, of 'course', :,we are'lookIng forward to the U~S. 
, Government to play a very: important role in spearheading' i 


innovati'Ve approaches, for exampie, "in direct financing, setting 

up of endowmen~,fund~,' an? other schemes of getting the private 


". sector together with the' ~GO,' s ,; 
\ 

Thank you. 

VOICE: 'Thank ybu. Mrs. Clinton. 
i 

I 	 '. ' 
MRS. CL1NTON'S, CLOSING. REMARKS 

, I 	 ' , 	' 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Well, thank a I iof you for sharing what 
you have this morning with me,' and I w1sh that we had time to 

, I " 	 . " ' 

hear from everyone. I hope that Mrs,. Negroponte will fill me in, 
on a~l the rest of, yourofganizati'on's and' the work they are 

,doing., " I"" ' 

. " \ 

'I: wanted 'though' just to. 'ask --:- I' know 'several of you>, 
,mE:!ntionedlthat,'U.'S.'" AID h~,dhelped you, that ,AID ,had b,een there 
for yi::)U;.,~, :And,,'cQuld:/L'justhave a show,,'of hands,how many: of, you,' 
had help', fI::om; either"'fin~nciallY','or'technical~Y/,from:'AID?' ., " 

VOICE:, As NGO'~ and government?, As government' I did" 
'but not as NGO. , 

", I, ,"', .',',' , , 
MRS.' CLINTON: , Well, ,I th1nk that's, a very important' 

, ,J 	 ' •
'issue, because as ,Mr. Mora1.eswas say1ng, the'emphasis of the 

administration has,been t9 try to create ways of leveraging the 

funds ,that a,re, available, I and providing 'assistance both:to 

govern~ents, and toNGO's to do the work.that you are1doing, and 

to' create opportunities fbr this partnership amongs,t: NGO',s ,and .


'I 	 ' , ,
between, NGO' sand' the"- gov~rnment. ' , .: " 

\ 
" , 

. , i 	 . 

This will be a very, important kind ,of policy to 
continue:in our view, bec~use' we think that it is :very productive, 
to seed the ground with tp.e kind 6f work that so, many ,of you are 
doing.' 'j , 

i ' 	 ' 
But we also bel~eve, asCI think Mr. Morales was , 

implying~ that ,it is impo;rtant to institutionalize that work~ 
So, one ot-the great 'chal:lenge~'for me over the years in working 

, 	with, many, many NGO's wasi to see over and over, th,eir work make a 
differenoe 'oh a small sca~e in, some micro way in a community, ,but, ' ," , , ' 

never to get expanded beyond that; never to develop as a model 
for either other NGO actif>ns 'or governmental actions. .-', 

, 
"I - , " 

,,' " ~o; part, of ,wha~ I ~ m excited t~' l1ear from ':Irs. Aqu~no, 
1S her bel1ef that NGO's can come together, to share 1nformation, 

. •• 1 	 ,," .' • - •

and that that shar1ng w11;1 lead to repl1cat10n, of +mportant 
efforts that 'many of you' a:;~ ", leading~, ,And ',then fUrther lead to 

•
," c:hanges in government pol;icies which, we think are important;' 

j 
" 

f' 	 ' 
" 	 I' 

I, 

", 



-' r 

....

• 
 / This afternoon" I will visit with ("inaudible) hospital 
which, 'has- made great progress in breast feedi,ng\' ?J.n«l other' 
important ~ssues' r,elated lo ,maternal health. That's the, k'ind of 
connection between the. work of NGO" s and the work of the" 
government that we need tb'see happening ,in many'other arenas .. 
Arid in, our. country, that~salsooneof our qhal1enges. . 

I 

So', I'm hoping ~hat .p~rhaps 'in, a' continuing, dialogue we 
will not only be able to ilearn,more,Clbout what you' are ,doing,' but' 
about the progress that' yi:>u' ar,e makin9. i1') this'part,nership, and , 
that we will learn as weI:!, and perhaps work across international 

',lines to confront many of· ,the.se problell1s which have global 
-, implications. " 	 , , ' 

, , I,'m. very gratef~H for the ;work that, you are doing and 
.' 	the important, 'commitment "to ,sustainab,le~development in 'so. many' 

ways" , at the, human, level,: the economic le,,;el to change 
inst,-ittition's ,to be more,r'esponsiv;e, ~ and '~ook, forward, perhaps to, a 
time when ,w~can,come, tog;ether",again to c'ompare'notes, but a:i.so I 

to continue, to work" together ,across these:lines,that"too often 
divide us :instead of:, br'i:ng." us :together .'.' " \ 

! 	 ' 

-. l' '. . ,
" VO;rCE: Mrs. ·Cll.nt,on:,:, thank you'. I 'fear. the' time has 

~scaped,but, ,perhaps we \ h:ave 'a, little while to shake hands with 
the members·her:e. ',;' 

, 
MRS. CLINTON: ,j That;'swhat I would like to 'do. 

VOICE: 'Yes, , 

, j (END OF SPEECH) , I 
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