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the people.‘

'THE WHITE HOUSE

Offlce of the Press*Secretary

"Immediate Release":-y _TV,.' - «. “November'li 11994 ¢

VOICE.. Mrs. Cllnton, can we take the advantage that

'we re all: stand1ng up to ask Ambassador (1naud1ble) to make an’
‘ 1nvocatlon° : ~ :

VOICE. Yes,_of course. It would be an honor._'

Lord God we thank you for the honor of (1naud1ble) of

_ APres1dent Clinton and his lovely wife. 1It’s really a big th1ng
- for us-in the Ph111pp1nes part1cularly because Mrs. Clinton is

looking into .the work of . the NGO’s who are devot1ng their t1me ‘to’

They have come as part of the Amerlcan delegatlon that

w1ll meet w1th the leaders of the people of the Asia-Pacific..
‘area, to take counsel w1th them in order to promote the new world"
- of peace, . freedom, justlce,‘frlendshlp, cooperation, good will:
' and, of- course, good bus1ness. o S : T T A

Lord bless the1r endeavors ‘and - keep the1r m1nds
suffused by your admonltlon in Romans XII, "Do not conform any

"longer ‘to the pattern of th1s world, but: be transformed by the.

renewing of your  mind, Then you w1ll be -able to best then .

‘lapprove of. what God’s w1l& 1s, h1s good and perfect w1ll " ";*534;

Mrs. Cllnton we welcome you our prayers are w1th you }1 '

- and the Pres1dent. May the Lord Almighty- imbue you w1th his
.wisdom and shower: h1s bless1ngs on all of you as you go  about
‘your ass1gned task. - . C )

VOICES. ‘Amen.‘ FEE TR

VOICE' Mrs.. Cllnton, welcome. - Mrs. Aqulno, thank you

ﬁ:for jolnlng us, today Thank you, too,to everybody who left a -
. - spouse and a- famlly before daybreak th1s morn1ng to come and jOln
us. " T \",'! SN . :

‘v".

Please express our understand1ng to- your famllles, and

4“I hope'you’ll ‘be able toubrlng back to them the news of what
we'’ ve d1scussed today '

‘/'

‘The format for.thls morn1ng s. breakfast is we are- .

* ' asking three members to make short presentatlons on’ issues wh1ch
"affect all of you here 1n the Ph111pp1nes ‘and are of great .f'”;\_
. concern. ' - - ‘

)
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nongovernmental organlzatlons.‘

Follow1ng that we would hope for a frank free ‘

fconversatlon among ourselves, and we .would hope that Mrs. Cllnton.

w1ll take an actlve part 1n that debate.-

[

. But perhaps she'would -do us the honor at the end, to
wrap up thls dlalogue w1th presenting ‘to. you the’ 1ssues Wthh‘

- affect us so much in the Unlted States, and whlch are SO
'1mportant to her., o B T ; o

i

Can I now ask Mrs. Aqulno to say a  few wcrds? -

S 'MRS. AQUINO:. Thank you very much (1naud1ble) and good
mornlng, Mrs. c11nton, and good morning to my fellow NGO’s. It
is indeed such a pleasure’for all of us to be with you this"

"mornlng, and we.thank you'for the message that you are sendlng
' about the 1mportance of NGO’S. o e :

I feel that’ under my pre51dency 1t was very clearly 4
prOJected not only in this country but throughout the world, how
necessary - it was to 1nvolve ‘the people and. to bring government
and NGO’s together. And ‘in our language, Mrs. Clinton, I call’
the- concept (inaudible) -- the partnershlp between government and

So, thls is really qulte a treat for us, and I welcome

you and hope that you w111 have a very good stay, and maybe next
tlme you come try to stay a llttle longer. :

]éo, thank you very much.

et
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N HRS. CLINTON'S REHARKS
N MRS CLINTON~ Well thank you so much, Mrs. Aqulno.
*And thank you Mrs. Negroponte for arranglng thlS.

"I am dellghted to be here. It is somethlng that I have
been: looklng forward to. | I have heard of ‘and followed w1th
interest the work of the NGO’s in ‘this country, -and belleve that
1t 1s one of the great products of democracy.

, Mrs-. Aqulno and I had a short v1s1t before we came in thls
morning. She said that you have to have democracy to have NGO's.‘
I think. the flowerlng of NGO's in’' this country certalnly is an. '
1ndlcatlon that that is very true. ,
' R N also belleve so strongly in. the partnershlp between

NGO’s and governments. One of the reasons why I was very pleased
that this session could occur is that I am hoping that there will
- be more cooperatlon, and more 1ntegratlon and networklng among
" . NGO’s. - » :

. "I think there: are many lessons all of us could share,
with one another if we are glven the opportunlty to do so. In
. our country, my husband is, very supportlve of NGO’s 'in all
sectors of our political, , economic, and social life. Aas a . :
Nation, we are attemptlng -to be more effective 1n promoting such -
‘a partnershlp . O : ;<H ‘

So, I am pleased to have thls occasion to learn more -
about what is occurring here, although as Mrs. Negroponte told

© ‘'me, there are 20,000 —-- no, 60, 000 100,000 such organizations.’

I know that this is a representatlve sampllng, and hope that you
will tell your colleagues and. friends how much I appreciated
meeting with you’ who are ‘here representlng NGO's. I am grateful

‘to know that there are thousands more 1like you all over your

" country, and I will take that message back .to my own, country and
the NGO’s there.. .. . .. S S -
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- VOICE. Mrs. Cllnton, thank you. I don't ‘know how long:

- our- frlends from the press are g01ng to stay, but we' re gettlng
very hungry. R . - A

- , VOICE. We don’t want to eat in front of your cameras.

: It’s been nlce to be w1th you. See you later.

' v (Inaudlble) as we begln to eat our frult please, and
j_as coffee and tea appear, would. you. begin. by ralslng some 1ssues
crltlcal to the env1ronmenta1 movement7 : '

Q,‘ VOICE. Thank you, Mrs. Negroponte. iGood.morning.a
.(Inaudlble ) . . N ) : o ’
| ,)VOICE..KDr. (1naud1ble)

: JVbICE. Good morning to all of you. Our (1naud1ble)
. foundation is honored to’ be able to have this- opportunlty to‘
welcome Mrs. Cllnton and to actlvate the issues that we are’
“working on. - , X

:VI thlnk that wejhave an: ally here and Mrs. Clinton is’
commltted to (1naud1ble) reforms, espec1a11y those affecting the

.(1naud1b1e) "And we in this country are aware that the >
dlsadvantages of ‘women takes a heavy toll on our health.

' So, (1naud1ble) foundatlon is worklng to promote
-”women s health and. reproductlve rights, '‘and we are prov1d1ng ‘
critical as well as other services, 1nformatlon, in (1naud1ble)

. And so. if I phase in a lot of activities that only have :

- (inaudible) but in commudltles and (inaudible) families, I :
“believe I can state in also: (1naud1ble) to present the results of

+ -.our studies and our. experlences in the (1naud1ble) proposed:

bills. . And also we work w1th a 1ot of NGO’s and (1naud1ble) care
of women ‘and NGO's.‘ T

We also have the advocacy work in: other areas in the
medla, ‘but we really are1say1ng that our work is not easy ‘We - -
sometimes arouse resentment and fear. :

. Last September I ‘'was ‘one’ of the. delegates who o
2(1naud1ble) for the official delegation to the ICTP ’94, but we
are very happy and 1nsp1red and very 1nsp1red by the work that we .
were glven. ‘ : -

o Also thls year AID had an opportunlty to work w1th us’
‘in 1dent1fy1ng reproductlve health needs of women, and we found
all these illnesses and deaths with the pregnancies, blrths, and .-
- sexuality that is common, and our maternal mortallty rate is very‘
- high including also morbidity in abortion, compllcatlons of
n pregnancy, and transfer of malarla and tuberculoses._ ~

I "VOICE;’ Doctor would you 11ke to contlnue these 1ssues« :
-later? . S C . i o
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L V'OICE" ' "Yes," okay‘ | ,

. VOICE. Please allow us, in the name- of tlme to,aliowv
Attorney Salv1ento to talk on. the human rlghts 1ssues. B

‘]' MR. SALVIENTO" Mrs. Cllnton, ‘Mrs. Aqulno, Mrs.v'

Negroponte, all women 1eaders (1naud1ble) I speak today in the~:
capacity of.chair person of Amnesty International {inaudible)" '

- Section, and as v1ce-cha1r _person of the Philippine Alliance’ of_
~ Human . nghts Advocates . or PAHRA. - 'It’s a group of human rlghts

(1naud1ble) in the Phlllpplnes.,,&

. ,
But I’m personally the As1a and - Phlllpplne Section.. |
other (1naud1ble) throughout the world are presently 1nvolved in
these complalnts agalnst human rlghts v1olat10ns in (1naud1ble)

‘ : ThlS campalgn, whlch started 1n September, and w1ll end
1n March 1995 —- we. ‘have two aims. "First to urge Indonesia to
“ (inaudible) its human rlghts pollcy.‘ And secondly, to urge the.

/1nternat10na1 communlty tﬁ take (1naud1b1e) actlon on Indone51an o

(1naud1ble) Do e ,)~,

As vice chalrmah of PAHRA (1naud1b1e) in that we have’

Jact1v1t1es in the Phlllpplnes focused on human rights education

"and human rlghts campalgns. "We (inaudible) has done a lot of

. good for human ‘rights 4in the Phlllpplnes through (1naud1ble), but-

we . belleve more should be done.‘

For instance, we re asklng (1naud1b1e) to release
polltlcal prisoners fromw(lnaudlble) from detention. We’re’

‘asklng the government to (inaudible) its military pollcy in s

P

(1naud1ble) dlsplacement'to be able to release forelgn refugees.
& We re asklng the government (1naud1b1e) who are caught
in situations of - armed confllct We’re asking the government to
dlsmantle these paramllltary groups whlch are cau51ng
(1naud1b1e) T ‘ ‘ :
. . N N . ( )
: These are our concerns, Madame First Lady,,and I hope -
(1naud1b1e) in our. struggle to improve the human rlghts ‘climate
1n the Phlllpplnes. Thank you., : S

VOICE: Attorney Sa1v1ento, thank you very much. lWe' .
.now open the discussion up to the floor, and we 1nv1te any of youj"
to come - forward w1th your 1deas. :

Perhaps I oould ask Mr. Leonardo Alehandreno from the ..
Phlllpplne Bus1ness for the Env1ronment to make a contrlbutlon.

MR ALEHANDRENO. Well on the basis that. the bus1ness
sectors is one of the blggest culprlts in the env1ronment We .
organlzed what we believe is a uhique organization, certalnly in

H

Asia, where the equlvalent of the Fortune 500 Philippine ' -

’3 companles have gotten together to see how 'we ‘can address the
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env1ronment one, and then bas1cally 1ncreas1ngly awareness among'.'
'CEO’s too on the basis. of actlng as'a forum for. conflict = '
'resolutlons in communities and -the bus1ness sector, forvexample
" in the areas of power generatlon.f 4 oo ‘

And we re . just generally work1ng together w1th other,h
‘NGO’s to see how the bus1ness sector can contr1bute to the
grow1ng env1ronmental concerns.u . :

i

' VOICE. What type of a. response have you found from theﬂff
_business commun1ty° -And perhaps I could.ask Marie (1naud1ble) .
- for progress. e S ‘k_. , ,f_. ' .--[“ ' L
_ VOICE._ Well ' 'th1nk everybody (1naud1ble) we are a
.foundatlon for both the corporatlons and we are .under

(1naud1ble) We are also be1ng funded by . S._(1naud1ble) and
other U.S agenc1es. o s o

| :
o Our w1sh is. ba51cally to help the poor help themselves

: and we have ‘management- and social techn1que and development so0
- that.is basically what we,do.' We address mostly areas where they

" have no resources and no access to credit.. So. we (inaudible) and

. ‘they will move on to technologles, cred1ts, and' then markets. _
And -so we call it area resource management -and through'the years - -

we’ve learned how to find, (1naud1ble) " ST

We have-very keen mult1natlonal Amer1can compan1es
-(1naud1ble) : : :

!:‘

: VOICE: \We shall take that message to the breakfast 1n ,
' the Champagne Room where' 40 corporatlons are gathered ;

- VOICE:V We wlll g1ve them a presentatlon. ._:7'\ “:,?fy
‘VOICE: Thank you. |

VOICE'“ (Inaud1ble) would you llke to take up the 1ssuei'
of soc1al respon51b111ty° T N o . c '

o ‘VOICE: Yes, thank you very much - (1naud1ble) In fact
we’ve spawned a legal (1naud1ble) precisely to ‘answer (1naud1ble);
~involvement in my" corporatlon.. All of the issues, some of which'

“have been aired hére this.morning, - and many - other problems,. some‘ o

very bas1c ones like the need for runn1ng water or access to
'health care, access to econom1c resources..-‘ :

. And we feel that espec1ally w1th the dw1nd11ng :
‘resources from foreign fund1ng agencies, that.the corporate world
'is the area where NGO’s and people s organlzatlon can look to. .

And I’d llke to mentlon here that while T th1nk all of

us. in this room represent large NGO’s, the reason there are .
. 60,000 is that there are very many small people s initiatives outd
in the provinces, and the smallest one is a- (1naud1ble) - And
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| " development, and have been working. quite strongly . with groups

. N .
W4 N

these are the 1n1t1at1ves mhat we have to 1dent1fy and encourage,” =

,and we feel that the only way to do that is for them to all band
‘together in some way. of. 1dbnt1fy1ng them at the smallest unit;
" and we call~ it (1naud1ble), so” that they can join their voices
and talk to their- (1naud1ble) leader, or to their mayor, or: to.
~the municipal engineer to access these resources because be51des,'
. ‘the . corporatlons I;’think 1t is the government that holds the key
- to unlocklng all: of these resources. , ~ i
_‘ f
Ll And thanks to Més. Aqulno, ‘we now have’ a "local-
' government code .which mandates that local: governments do open up
their resources to these NGO's ‘and people s organlzatlons.. We to
. just need a little more advocacy with the local .government units

where’ pOllthlanS sometlmes feel threatened by the NGO’s. and, you\:

know, . are always fearlng that the NGO's may ‘be 1ntrud1ng 1nto
their turf. A ﬂ‘ " : - L .

But I thlnk that wlth a lot more worklng together and’
talklng 1t over there can lbe this basic. attitude where we all
'reallze we have to work. together to get to Phlllpplnes 2000.

BRI ' VOICE., Thank you.' Now, remember the floor 1s open.
,Yes, (1naud1ble) S ; ‘ . . : .
: VOICE° (Inaudlhle) to 1ntroduce the (1naud1ble)
development of NGO’s networKs. Mrs. Clinton mentioned earller
during her comments the necessity for networklng w1th1n the

: country as well as across*countrles. L ,

And (1naud1ble) for short is a’ coalltlon on the :

' natlonal level of 10 natlonal networks -and 4 reglonal networks,
largely of small NGO's on.the ground coverlng almost 4,000

1nd1v1dual NGO's. . . . .

: - We have set up our own code of ethlcs.y We have a,
regulatory mechanlsm whlch is self—pollc1ng (1naud1ble) ' We - have
. a 'basis of unity that talks about our own: vision for Phlllpplne -
like the Foundation for. Phlllpplne Env1ronment whlch co-NGO
helped to set up together. with another coalltlon, the Green
" Forum, and in the process ‘to try to get together all of 'these :
small - -(inaudible) so that we are not just working 1nd1v1dually 1nf
small communltles but are}able to share expertlse. :

: (Inaudlble) on" the ranks come up wlth a partlcular
standard that should be (1naud1ble) all of us. And we have been B
‘actually in operatlon for the past- -4 years, hoping that more and '
more we shall get'away from national’ networks and go 1nto '
.reglonal and prov1nc1al coalltlons of NGO's. , . .

.- In many of the (1naud1ble) are. ahead'of everybody in,
thls audlence because they have. been able set ‘up coalitions at -
the provmnc1al level Wthh now come together in order to have a

~greater v01ce from the people outs1de the: center of metro Manlla,l.\x s

R \ Y - . v
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to give a better appre01atlon of ‘the ent1re country rather than
~the metro. Manlla center -~- the nature of both government as well’
as NGO’s. = ‘ :

: - VOICE: Thank you. I think. you have (1naud1ble) from ‘
Southern Mindanao with the Development (1naud1ble) for the
'Mindanao people. '

" VOICE: ' our organ1zatlon is in mlcro lend1ng, ‘and I
feel that the spe01a11zatlon is very important is very 1mportant
even in foundatlon work; that we. should only do what we feel
comfortable with. “And- that’s why we selected -- in the whole
range of- ass1stance to the poor we selected’ micro- lending. )

. precisely for that reason, that you don’t waste resources’ and you
. can really do a good job out of what you re doing. .- o

1

. Essent1ally, aga1n we also feel that social :
.development work alone. does not. have sustainability. . You have to.
couple it with ‘income generation projects so that you will
continue to have the will to fund the other s001al related

"projects.

3

, And we-also belleve that somet1mes it 1s,not the cost
~of money or the. cost: of.1nterest or the rate, it is the :
.avallablllty of cred1t that is most 1mportant

And when you see’ s1tuatlons of the poor . where they ‘have
.to borrow the money from ‘loan sharks, and they re willing to pay

" just to.make, you know, a'llvellhood

those are—my observatlons, Mrs. Clinton;,
N -

VOICE' May I ask when you talk about income
'generatlon are you talk1ng about it for the foundatlon or on
‘behalf of the lenders’ : , : :

VOICE' On behalf of the lenders, and most;of these are:‘
‘associations and women vendors associations. - And, again, -it’s
back to the 1dea of sustalnlng the effort. . o ' -

. VOICE: Have you worked with the Gramede Bank 1n
Bangladesh’ S R _ s \
VOICE° I'm. sorry, ma’ am,-we haven’t done that because
we feel ‘that is not .our f1eld of - expertlse and we generally don’t
want to do things’ that we . don’t feel comfortable w1th -not that
it is not a good idea. ‘ . g

1
]

VOICE:' I'm just try1ng to understand how your
micro-lending was carried out. What is the 1nst1tutlon that ‘
'prov1des the micro- lend1ng, and where does the fund1ng for the -
'mlcro lend1ng come from’ ' : : : =
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" VOICE: Okay." We receive grants from the U.S. A., and'_
we ‘act as a blg brother, and we pass this- money down to '
subgrantees we call- them,fagaln, assoc1atlons, and we teach them
the mechanics of credit, and we monltor the pro;ect untll the
reflows start comlng 1n._ . '

P o c
. VOICE.- Perhaps we could follow on. that - I do remember -
- you want the floor. (Inaudlble), the chalrman of TSCI, which is
a' (inaudible). bank organlzatlon. ; : ‘ ; :

ot

f.' | VOICE. (Inaudlble) Yes, ‘this is a credlt institution’

_ that was funded’ by local people, and principally by the Maramatha
" Trust of Australia and of,Opportunlty Internatlonal where both

could share v1ews )

And we go out to the people who cannot ‘borrow from the

banks because they don/t have enough (1naud1ble) .. 80, we lend on
the ba51s of trust. : Co o S R

i

And we. ‘are’ valulng (1naud1ble) of Bangladesh the

’ poorestdof the poor, whlqh is a very, very difficult, thing, howl'
you lend money:to'-the poor. But we are succeeding. with the help:

of. (1naud1ble) And’ therie was one time when we gave out. as a

loan 10 motorcycles of (1naud1ble), which we gave out as. loans to C

these poor guys in spite 'of them. And (1naud1ble) and S0 we
asked Diane to attend one of the dellverles, and so we had to.

(inaudible) Kawasakl motorcycles Ain Japan. . And. she boasts. ‘And

‘I told her, . but don't ever forget the. Japanese name, 'so
(1naud1b1e) ‘ : * » ‘

VOICE. You’ll,get me caught up 1n a trade dlspute.
: VOICE. Rena Dabl, you want to make a contrlbutlon.l

' MS. DABI: I 3&st wanted to be allowed to speak for’ the
women'’s- movement in the Phlllpplnes.. I just also wanted to say ‘
“that ‘this is such a historic and very privileged occasion to
w1tness Mrs. Aqulno and Mrs. Cllnton at thls breakfast.

I work: w1th a women s organlzatlon called Phlllpplna,.
and we are worklng for the ‘encouragement. of women’s involvement °
in pollcy. .And I 'feel that we have (1naud1ble) but today two
women have set excellent examples for women’s 1nvolvement in-
pollthS. o S D : :

But’ 51nce I'm also a journallst could ‘I be allowed to -
ask a. question? There have been polltlcal developments in the
U.S. right now, and I just ask .as a feminist.and from a Third
“World: country, there are, some developments that I find
~disturbing, espec1ally regardlng American. pollcy towards
mlnorltles and women’s rlghts.. : :

I would 11ke to Mrs. Cllnton 1f she feels there is a
message for her personally in the votlng that went on recently,

¢ . £



}

v

-'and if there are some th1ngs you’d like to change about your own f”

‘involvement. in the government or 1n your husband’

. adm1n1stratlon° . P _ .

A‘.more than 20 years. W

ko

“MRS. CLINTON’S RESPONSE /?V’ a
. ‘ / . .
MRS. CLINTON' Well I don’t know yet. exactly what the
message was. There are many d1fferent 1nterpretatlons and '
analyses whlch w1ll go onlendlessly, I’m sure, long 1nto h1story

But I th1nk 1t’s clear that our country, like many

\'countrles, even the 1ndustr1allzed democrac1es, .are searching for

polltlcal meaning after the end of the Cold-War. - When we had a
very.clear definition as to who our enemy’ was and what we were -
called upon to do -in order. to organlze ourselves, that gave a
great' deal of support to 5 world v1ew that largely determ1ned
Amerlcan polltlcs for decades.- . ,

Do And now that the Cold War is no, longer the polltlcal
construct our country, we are looking for-a new- way -of defining

. the’ ‘government *s - role, the. prlvate sector s role, -and the

partnership, which is why the NGO'’s are so 1mportant 1n this ..

'~country, and’ around the world._.

~ And I th1nk there is an underly1ng sense of dlscontent

" a'desire for- change, because many of the problems which we have

‘allowed to develop-in our own country over the last few. years
were either: overlooked neglected ‘or denied. We did . not feel

- that we could perhaps tend to them, in the way we should so,they
T.have really become the focus of a lot of concern. - ‘

I also think h1stor1cally there’ s always a tendency for
people to. want more change more qulckly than perhaps 1s poss1ble.

I know. that ‘my | husband ‘and I w1ll cont1nue to work’ as

. best. as we can ‘on behalf 'of 'the issues and principles that we

believe in. We will in any way p0551ble ‘work with our new
Congress. But I will stay involved -in the issues affecting -
women, children,’ health and educatlon, that I’ve worked -on for =

\

CoF Y MORE. .-


http:orde:r.to

. speak?

- *. children.

i
Lo ' ' R
,

l

o VOICE. Thank you, Mrs. Cllnton. Can I ask Beth
Marcelino, herself 1nvolved 1n women s and chlld’s care issues to

1MS.'MARCELINO" ‘Thank you and good morning, Mrs. Clinton and-

Mrs. Aqulno. I represent an alllance for children’s concerns -

" called (inaudible) Foundation, which ba51cally promotes the

~ rights and welfare of chlﬂdren, but espec1ally those in the most-
‘difficult situations like chlldren in war situations, sexually

exploited children,’ chlldren in” poverty s1tuatlons, street

children, and other chlldren who are- caught in varlous 1ssueS-
Tfectlng Phlllpplne soc1ety. : :

o In partlcular, actually, we, work towards advocacy
issues; the promotion: of famlly and child labor laws that w1ll be.

. beneficial to children in particular, but- of course, women in’

general - We also work for the promotlon for the rlghts of

e

But .on thls partlcular occas1on I would llke to brlng
.up the issue which is of utmost concern to.us,.’ and this is the

issue..of ‘Ameri-Asian chlldren, whlch I suppose you, must . have read.. ..

Aabout yesterday:in the. ne&spapers or ‘must. have heard about. . We

. are '‘a menmber -- we are not the lead’ agency, ‘but we. are member of
. a coalition for the rlghts ‘and welfare  of Philippino-Amerasian-
- children, and we are. actually requesting from the U.S. Government"
as, well-as from the Phlllpplne Government for some klnd of ‘
paternal Chlld support :

_ . Long after the U S bases have left ‘the 'U. S. mllltary
'serv1cemen have left behlnd a whole lot - of: chlldren ‘'who are now
"living under condltlons of poverty, dlscrlmlnatlon, and also. the
"women, their mothers, ‘are also sufferlng from a- 1ot of

'-exp101tatlon as well. And I would like to call your attentlon to.

L |
'worklng 1n the alllancen v

!

Thank you very much.

this issue- because it has/| ralsed a 1ot of concern amongst us

A

Q" VOICE" Thank you.~ Blll McKay, from Pennsylvanla but I o

thlnk (inaudible) many years, dlrector of the (1naud1ble)

‘ foundatlon.

;.

, MR McKAY'. We* ve been here 26 years worklng Wlth the
Amera51ans. In the last several years it has become somewhat of
~an issue. It's an 1ssue that’s been here -for 94 years, roughly.
‘ . ‘We have a host of programs for Ameras1ans. Currently

, we’re working with. more than 3,000 on. an individual basms ranging
from educatlon and- medlcal and so on to try and beneflt ‘these
“youngsters so that. ‘they can mature and be able to stand- on their .
" own feet regardless of whether they re in the Phlllpplnes or the
Unlted States. :

. . o, N N - N
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. United- States by~ his- mother last. year.f He’s 16 years old. He’s

o recent years. oo

We do qulte a blt of work with the Unlted States
embassy on U.S. c1tlzensh1p claims, and at the present time have

" about 311 youngsters (1naud1ble) consisting of a good many of

these cases, and I want to say the’ embassy has bent. over

-backwards and: the American services have to try to really resolve.

a lot of very problematlc cases.; . ~
g T .

: What we ve- come up w1th desplte the many that are - wvery. -
badly ‘off -~ and the thlng that has gotten me riled over the. last’
several days . is we’re flndlng more and more . of these Amerasians’
who -are-American cltlzens and who do not have any support from -
thelr fathers.‘ SR '

"And yesterday I had the occa51on as I ‘was s1tt1ng in ¢
our . offlce to meet a young man who wasn’t. even there for any .
(inaudible)- but my- staffflnterv1ewed him, and it’s a crying shame
because the young man was dep031ted back. in-this country from.the

-going to: try<to: start to'work on Monday, tomorrow. He can't
. work. -He doesn’t have axpassport . He doesn’t have any . . ,
identification.:. 'His mother has’taken 1t all’ back to the Unlted i

States wlth her. .

o "And as. much aslwe poss1bly can we’re g01ng to make this
top prlorlty because we now-'have. 11 cases alone in the embassy.
We’re not even looking for these. youngsters,»but they’re being.
given over to us to try and get some klnd of’ support from the
father. AR : b S ‘ .

In this partlcular case’ of the young man named Andrew,

' nelther the mother or the father because they’re both in the .

United States.; And to me it’s just devastating-for a youngster,
16 years old, to be dumped back in a country where' he does not
‘even - speak the language, and he' spent 7 or 8 years in the United

. states ‘before here: And{our hope is the embassy has the orlglnal'

T documentatlon that shows that he is an Amerlcan c1tlzen because

otherwlse he’s got not one paper in hlS name.-

R . ,
So, (1naud1ble) is very concerned about the 1nd1v1dual

Ameraslan,'and ‘I think’ we do quite a bit of good work. - It’s very;‘-

‘difficult. And. as’ I say, 1t's gotten a lot of notorlety in

.MRSi CLINTON’S RESPONSE

MRS. CLINTON: . The* whole issue of Chlld support is one that
is of great concern -in‘:our country as well. " I'm actually very
interested in hearing both of you talk about that as an. issue. I
think it needs to be addressed, at the international level, S
‘because Wlth greater and. greater moblllty, with fewer and fewer
‘boundaries among our. countrles, which is all ‘for. the good-‘ for y
trade and communication and travel, we’ re goxng to have more and

- more of these problems., I apprec1ate you ralslng thls.‘

1



: VOICE' Thank you. We're g01ng to change the subject -
now slightly and’ ask PamIHolly to describe the arbitration :
programs that - you have at the (1naud1ble) for the Asia -

'Foundatlon. CoLe ‘ : ) .

, MS. HOLLY. The Asia Foundatlon is an Amerlcan NGO. B
We ve been in the. Phlllpplnes for 40 years and work 1n 31 otherj

‘a countrles 1n A51a and the Pac1f1c.

“fPhlllppanS.

The thrust of our programmlng has been to help support
~“and build civil s001ety,‘to assist. in NGO development ‘and ' to. '
. reach if possible those. 1nd1v1duals who need hélp in .terms. of:
access to justlce, access to rlghts, and issues of health and .

' safety in some cases. e - L - R ?,‘ P ,"

_ The (1naud1ble) 1s a very 1nterest1ng prOJect because'
it recognizes the fact. that the court system in the' Philippines

" has 'problems;, . ‘like many other court systens, ‘and . the :dockets are

‘.clogged and there s dlfflculty gettlng access to justlce.

. v The (Lnaudlble) is-a. system of the smallest unlt of
government in ‘the" Phlllpplnes.ﬂ_At ‘that level one can address ,
“issues-of propertyo--\these .are .issues ‘that - have nothing :to-do- -
- with murder or high crlmes, but have to do: with very: simple
~problems that need ‘to beisolved at the local- level. "»q_ ¥ é;

Thls system weﬁve been strengthenlng by supporting

‘,medlatlon tra1n1ng.~ We ‘have now trained, through a train the
trainers program, 3,500 1nd1v1duals who are now able. to .act-as

‘mediators at this local level.f This project was funded with U.S.
AID money.- We worked Very closely with U.S. AID money on our
access ‘to justlce programmlng as well as- other _programming that
we. do- that" involves governance and issues of bas1c needs for -

VOICE: Pam, thank you. (Inaudlble) is 1nvolved in-

,:alternatlve legal systems within the alternatlve law group, and
'Tperhaps he could share alword S - S J,\ -

VOICE" Thank you.« I would to add to the observatlon

o ,that ‘aside from the- fact that there are a lot of NGO’'s in the

" Philippines is that great dlver51ty of NGO's that we have here in
the Phlllpplnes. = ;r yw ‘

PR I represent a’ group of lawyers organlzatlons, and we do

. cons1der ‘oursélves as NGO’s as well as development agencies or.
‘development workers 1nvolved 'in the 1ssue of the challenges of
human centered development. ’ .

Now, I wouldn t want to’ go into what concerns we have.

We are concerned with issues of justice ‘and governance, and my

group is called’ (1naudlhle) and hopefully in: address1ng these .
“issues 'of governance and justlce you. might be able to go. into a’
(Vreexamlnatlon of the legal framework by whlch a lot of these
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1 : .

;1n1t1at1ves ‘are being. undertaken and, you know, give more room. .
- for more partlclpatlon, democratlc part1c1patlon to people so
that they can have a voice in the klnd of development that the-
country will go into.  * : .

. But I would llke to spe01flcally focus ‘on an issue’ w1th o
respect to the aid. A. lot of “aid has been going to Third World '~
countries, and I would like to echo what Mrs. Clinton: was saying’

- earlier, that NGO’s have 'a big' role to play in terms of -

development. ' And I belleve that . the ‘time has come- so that‘more
assistance should be glven to NGO’s so that they can. fully’ play

- -their role, in terms of prov1d1ng for\a quicker pace of human

- centered development. and;empowerment 1n the various countrles to
which they are very actlve 1n. ~

: VOICE" Thank you. I'm g01ng to ask one more person to :
make a. contrlbutlon, ‘and then perhaps Mrs Cllnton could. help us -
w1th a wrap-up.: Horac1o Morales.u . A

. MR MORALES' Good mornlng, ‘Mrs. Clinton. My
organization-is- .involved iwith sustainable. development at. the
district -level. :We: organlze the ‘farmers and. fishermen .at the
ecosystem level.  We prov1de a llvellhood and then we let, them L
manage thelr natural resources. '
- ~ For example 1n;Man11a we organlzed the (1naud1ble) and -
”then provided them an alternatlve livelihood, '‘and then we equip
-~them w1th the tralnlng to manage the Manlla Bay area itself. -

L But I would llke to take this opportunlty to relate to'
Mrs. Clinton: what some of us NGO’s in the Phlllpplnes feel about
the U.s. pollcy these past 2 years because more and more we find
the changes in policy to be very much in llne w1th the thlnklng,
. of NGO’s in the Phlllpplnes._ SR :

We have been worklng with the U.S. delegatlon in. many,
. of the U.N. conferences, 'and they are very close allies. So, we
“welcome these developments and we’ hope these changes go on.. -,

At the same tlme, Phlllpplne NGO’s also’ have matured to
a p01nt where I think- before they were very ¢critical of
government programs, . but ! NGO’s now are very open to looking ‘for
"ways of cooperating, looklng for. common ground where the NGO’s
and the governmentfand the prlvate sector can work together.‘

I thlnk the challenge that I would like to point out
now is really how all of us, the organlzatlons of .civil society,
government 1nst1tut10ns,|and the private sector can. look for
‘really common ‘ground at the different places at the-local level,
‘at the national level, and at the global ‘level to .work together«‘
. to really respond to the’global 1ssues that we are confrontlng
\today. R 5 ; S R :
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And, of ‘course, We are- looklng forward to the U S..

. Government to play a very: important role in spearheading !
innovative approaches, for example, .in direct financing, setting
. up of endowment . funds, 'and other schemes of gettlng the private
‘~fsector together w1th the NGO's. . o

: v . : S\
Thank you. : ’
VOICE: Thank you. Mrs. Cllnton.

MRS CLINTON'S CLOSING REHARKS

MRS CLINTON. Well thank all of you for sharlng what

»*j you have this morning w1th me,'and I wish that we had time to

hear from everyone. I hope that Mrs. Negroponte’ will £ill me in .

. on all the rest of: your organlzatlons and the work they are
‘;dOlng A R :

. : "I "wanted- though‘just to aék‘-- I: know several of you-.

" mentioned: that.U.S. AID had helped you, that AID had been theref.

for you... ‘And.'could:’T: just have a show. of hands how. many- of . you L

. had help from, elther”flnan01ally or- technlcally,.from -ATID? -

‘  VOICE:. As NGO’ S and government?u As government I did,
‘but not as NGO.( : ' o : S

: "MRS. CLINTON‘T Well I thlnk that’s a very 1mportant
*1ssue, because as Mr. Morales was saying, the: emphasis of the
administration has been to try to- create ways of leveraglng the
funds that are. avallable,,and providing ass1stance both to . '
governments and to NGO’s to dé the work.that you are.doing, and
to create opportunltles for this partnershlp amongst NGO’s and
Vbetween NGO's and- the- government ~

ThlS will be a very 1mportant kind of pollcy to

continue . in our view, because we think that it is very productlve- '

to seed the ‘ground w1th the klnd of work that so. many of you are
d01ng. v o 1 - ‘ . . :

. But. we also belleve, as'I think Mr. Morales was
~implying, that it is important to institutionalize that work.

So, one of-the great challenges for me over the years in working
* with many, many NGO'’s was| to see over and over their work make a
‘dlfference ‘oh a small scale in some micro way in a communlty, ‘but
never to get expanded beyond that; never to develop as a model
for either other NGO actlons ‘or governmental actions.

, . . So,; part of what I’ m ex01ted to hear from Mrs. Aqulno
- is her bellef that NGO’s can come together to share 1nformat10n,
and that that sharing w111 lead to repllcatlon of important
" efforts that many of you are’'leading. And 'then further lead to
changes in government pollcles whlch we thlnk are 1mportant.

. \ _

. i
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* connection between the . work of NGO’s and the work of the

) . "‘;:" ‘ ‘ ) S
s ThlS afternoon,.I will v1smt w1th (1naud1ble) hospltal
Wthh has- made great progress in breast feedlng and other ,
1mportant issues related’ to maternal health. That's the klnd of

government that we need to-see happening in many other arenas.
And 1n our country, that 1s also one of our challenges. '
, :
So I'm hoplng that perhaps in a contlnulng dlalogue we
w111 not only be able to learn nore about what you are doing, but
about the progress that’ you are maklng in this- partnershlp, and

" that we will learn as wel& and perhaps work across 1nternatlonal'
“.lines to confront many of these problems which have global :

1mpllcatlons. : : e y

- I'm very grateful for the work that you are d01ng and
‘the important. commitment to ‘Sustainable -development in so many:
ways, at the human level, the economic lével to change” :
institutions.to be more. respons1ve, and '10ok. forward perhaps to-a
time when we can-come: together again to compare .notes, but also
to continue to work: together across. these lines: that too often ..
lelde us 1nstead of brlng us together.-- S

.

. «*” VOICE' Mrs. cllnton, thank you. _ »fear the tlme has

g

'escaped ‘but perhaps we hbve a llttle whlle to shake hands w1th

the members here.

s MRS CLIN‘I‘ON.~J That's ‘what I would 11ke to ‘do.

B

VOICE' Y,eS! thank yOuf ‘V . : . V-,A o : X
" |(END OF SPEECH) . -,
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