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‘VOICE: :Good. He s a dellghtful man..

" VOICE: 'He’s very lovely. , '
VOICE:Q.He really got enthu51astlc about the
(1naud1ble) :
VOICE: (Inaudlble ) &

" MRS. CLINTON. nght Well we dldn’t know what he ‘was_ .
golng ‘to create, but I ‘have long admlred his work, - and I like the '
- ‘way he combines dlfferent elements, whimsical ‘and realistic at’

“the same time. And ‘I have a copy of the seriograph of the

Constitution which he .(inaudible) rlght to represent that type of

“thing such as the COnstltutlon.,

.And so I’ve always just llked his work. It always

p makes‘me happy. So, when we asked him and. he agreed to.do it, we
. didn't have any. idea what he was going to do. ' He wandered around

the White -House durlng last Christmas looking at everythlng,

'going into every ‘room, trylng to- flgure out what .he wanted to do:

And he’ submltted a couple of dlfferent de51gns, but we

L~really loved that. I thlnk it turned out great.

VOICE: He told me a couple of .things. HeVstarted a

. MRS. CLINTON°’ Yes,  his dog, yeah.
"VOICE: A nod to Socks.
fMRS..CLINTON* ‘That’s rlght.r\A saxophone.-
VOICE: . Did you ask him?

v ‘MRS . CLINTON . No, we gave hlm complete llcense to just~’
‘be creatlve, try to represent the White House in a warm, -

inviting, holiday splrlt. And I thlnk that’s the most 1mportant~
thing to me because I 1ove thlS season, and I thlnk that‘s
(inaudible). T .

VOICE° D1d you get through Good nght Moon'

(Laughter ) : ! Co -
" MRS, CLINTON: That’s a good way to put 1t.' You know,-

~ one of my favorite chlldren’s books.

VOICE: Mine: too. When I saw 1t that’s the thlng I

. thought is. (1naud1ble) w1th the monument. out the w1ndow and all

MRS . CLINTON‘ Uh huh.

those 11ttle things. ‘
o 'VOICE° Is’ thlS part:- of your push to feature Amerlcan

'MRS. CLINTON: It is. . . L ‘;VJ:’ ‘
VOICE: ‘Like the garden? . ' .
MRS. CLINTON'- Yes, I feel strongly about that I want,

to hlghllght American arts. and crafts. And, you. know, last year

- during Chrlstmas we had this marvelous collectlon of crafts that
' was part of our decoratlons. o . T

S



~And the sculpture garden, of course, (1naud1ble)

'Amerloan artists.  And- Thomas McKnlght is one of our foremost

American . artists, so- 1t|was a nice way to combine. our love of art

‘and our wanting to hlghllght Amerlcan artlsts with the season.\

So, it was .a good marriage. ; :
' VOICE: Well, 1t's a very casual and sort of a’ happy

o card . We wondered -- you know, last year you did a photograph

«(1naud1ble)°

“(Inaud:.hle)'> . .

- MRS. CLINTON: . We- wanted to try dlfferent thlngs. You
know ~last year was our flrst Chrlstmas here, and we were excited

Qabout it and wanted to. be part of it in a very personal way. And
‘this year we wanted to hlghllght the house and the feellng that
.the house has during Christmas which really is magical.

“ v I don’t have an (1naud1ble) start thlnklng that 1n a,

couple of' months, when we recover from thlS year.

VOICE: I was'wonderlng, are you golng to'do some

MRS. . CLINTON: @ Yes.: Yeah I chose that months ago i

“ looked at a sheaf of stamps and I Just thought it was beautiful.

. i

And I’m so grateful the Post Offlce has. changed its decision not

to 1ssue the Madonna stamps. T thought ‘that was a very

1nexpllcable decision, but thankfully they have. reversed it So,~

‘all of us who like the Madonna stamps Wlll ‘be able to look r

forward to‘them in.years to come.
VOICE: (Inaudlble) ‘ : :

. VOICE: -Let me -also: ask you, I was thlnklng about as a.
p01nt that high v151b111ty makes shopplng, all the things that
(lnaudlble) Have: you flgured out ways around that? =~ :

~ MRS. CLINTON: Well, last year we actually did go out
shopping. . Chelsea and I went out several times, and then

l: it stlll‘was lots of fun.» J o

v
. i .
. ). ot
s

: So, we’ll probably figure- out ways for the two of us to
shop. _And then I hope, 'since he loves to Chrlstmas shop, he getsa
. to do it with us at least once. . .

"~ VOICE: Have you. started gatherlng -

MRS. CLINTON:: Oh, I do that all year long. I squirrel -

thlngs away that I think peOple would like.. I’m already on the

‘road to doing that. But I always do last minute Shopplng, too.,

It’s part of the tradltlon of - Chrlstmas for us. o
\ VOICE: Are you done? Co '

MRS.. CLINTON:. No, not at all No. S
(Laughter ). ‘ '

PR

" MRS. CLINTON.; I have some thlngs whlch glve me a false .

sense of securlty
‘ +VOICE: . And then you walt untll the last mlnute’
MRS, CLINTON'i That’s rlght.,
. VOICE:. Do you all glve each other sort. of hlnts as

(1naud1ble)"\

. MRS. CLINTON: Yeah we.do. You know, we will say
somethlng like, gee, I really would like one of those -- Very

‘subtle.: But most of the time we’re more focused on what we’re

going to give for other people. . And, of course, Bill and I talk
a lot about Chelsea, and then we, surprlse each other." '

I S e

«Chelsea, Bill, and I went out ‘once, which caused pandemonlum, but?



4'fam1l1es and we’ve done that. all --= well, ever since I'’ve known
"Blll And we’ve. always .done th1ngs -on Chrlstmas and around )

o chlldren.

"/ : . ‘q.“

So, it’s’ someth1ng that —_ we really get a lot of ]oy

‘hout of Chr1stmas. And. Chelsea starts getting exc1ted about

Christmas. almost at a. fever p1tch around. Thanksg1v1ng, and only

.gets more so as the month goes on. She’s danc1ng around over

Thanksgiving ‘'saying, ‘I don’t believe it, 1t’s going to be -

;»Chrlstmas, you know. And that’s sort of ‘the .way we all feel.

"And the g1fts are part of 1t but. 1t’s not the most

”1mportant part. -

VOICE-“ Do you do, you know, mak1ng th1ngs° o S
‘MRS. CLINTON: ‘We used to do that .a lot. I don’t know

that we’ll do ‘that thls,year, ‘but that was a big part of what we

did for Christmas. We would make lots of things, ahd probably
won’t do it this year. I haven’t really stopped to th1nk about

w_that (1naud1ble) part of our plans..

But: we- all mlss, you: know, sort of secretly adopt

Chrlstmas for. families .at.the shelters.
' ‘That’s ‘one.of the things: that we get- the most pleasure
out of as a family, and particularly before last year, when it

‘~.became more difficult to do, we would always adopt families. with.
, children. And Chelsea’ and Bill and I would. shop’ for the ' -
. chlldren,‘and that was somethlng special for us. ‘And.we. would

always extend that part1cularly on Christmas Eve and Chrlstmas
Day to a lot of shelters, part1cularly the shelters for women and

" And so: we’ll probably try to f1gure out a- way llke we;_m

”fldld theﬂday before Thanksg1v1ng at least to go to a shelter,
" because. we want people to th1nk about dolng that Ain the1r own

homes.

.n/-hsxﬁff VOICE.' Do. you a choose a famlly ‘that you know’

- MRS. CLINTON ‘ No, we don’t. Well, we ‘have' always done

. a lot of. th1ngs for families that we’ve known, but- we also-
' .usually p1ck at least one famlly,-sometlmes two that weJdon't

know.
] VOICE:, (Inaud1ble ) ' - '
- VOICE: Do they know you? - Was that anonymous’ .
MRS: CLINTON°‘ It’s always anonymous but. sometlmes,

i

c.partlcularly at home:when ‘we drop off- the" presents or arrange-for
‘the presents to be dellvered they m1ght f1nd out who we are. But'
pthat’s really not the purpose. ‘

But sometlmes, too, they’ do f1nd out._ And part1cularly*
with my husband it’s been kind" of. exciting because sometimes.then
we hear- from these families next. year or: the year .after saying,

'.well you know, I f1nally got a ]ob and I remember what you did..
for us, and. I ‘want to tell you that I'm. dolng someth1ng for

somebody else.7 And that's really the sp1r1t that. we like" to.

,(1naud1ble) . R

VOICE° One th1ng that I was wonderlng, espec1ally o

'glven that - (1naud1ble)°'

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, you know, ]ust be1ng able to spend 4
it with our, family. and to do all the things around Christmas that

' mean so much to us, such as giving gifts to other people-and -
helping people that need help all year long, but part1cularly

\
{
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. and the 1mportance of famlly and friends, which you remember-all. :
year long, 'but ‘this’ klnd of makes 1t poss1ble for us, to do it at -
a part1cular time. ’

, Before Chrlstmas" which he loves to .do, 'and last year -- he used
'to do . it just for famlly and friend’s chlldren, ‘but  then last ,
- year. he did it here in the White House for. children that. came 1n,~
‘_and I think he’s going to.do, 1t aga1n this year. . - - g

Jw

o

""rememberlng them at Chr1stmas, g01ng to church Chrlstmas Eve,
. 'spending time. with" fr1ends at their homes, hav1ng lots of people.

in, reading the Christmas: ‘story, - which 1s one of our traditions, .

.and just everyth1ng that makes Christmas for us’ really reinforce

both the message of Chrlstmas in the original. Chrlstmas story,

. VOICE: (Inaudlble) the Chrlstmas story you mean the -
.MRS. CLINTON:" Gospel yeah , : o
VOICE: And you and 'your. daughter (1naud1ble)°" .

. MRS. CLINTON:  And the President reads. "The Night

VOICE'K That’s good You have. to look for younger
children, then? ~
- MRS. CLINTON' That’s r1ght exactly And then we get
out a lot of the old favorite movies that everybody. watches at

— -

christmas. t1me.3 We drag out "A Chr1stmas Carol;" "The Miracle on -

h'34th Street " and we haven’t seen any’ of the new - ones, wh1ch
T we! re golng to have go see or rent. :

VOICE: ,"The Santa Clause" and (1naud1ble)°"

'MRS. CLINTON: " Yes. '

. VOICE: They ve already had "The Gr1nch" on
(1naud1ble)°v : o

. MRS. CLINTON: Have you already seen it? :

- VOICE: "The Gr1nch" -- we’ve watched it twice.

. : MRS. CLINTON: ' -Now last year .I heard that a lot of. the ;
statlons actually dec1ded consclously not to run’ "It’s a’ g
. Wonderful Life". ‘because,’ you know, you could watch 1t 45 t1mes 1n

'one day, apparently I ‘hope. 1t’s ‘back.

VOICE: No, I %aw it. It'was. back to back., It was out ”
-there r1ght after,Thanksg1v1ng Lo : T

.. /MRS. CLINTON° *.Good.
N VOICE-‘ (Inaud1ble°) R § L ' ‘
. " | MRS. CLINTON.u Right;, yes. My mother- and my brothers,
and the Pres1dent’s brother.- It will be our first Chrlstmas
without my" mother-ln—law, and so it w1ll be kind of p01gnant.;

‘But the President’s nephew will be here and that w1ll be great
and 1t will all of us together ' - .. , ‘

VOICE: (Inaudible?) ' V‘,, a f‘_‘, ‘u,
. MRS.. CLINTON: ' Uh- huh. Right. Co S

VOICE: Have’ you used the (inaudible)? .-~

MRS. 'CLINTON: ‘I have not. I have seen lots of.

p1ctures.‘ Chelsea and I'have not been able to seem him yet but"

.. the President has seen him on several trips.. But my trips out

- there -never coincide w1th ‘their being there., So, .I have a lot ofiy‘flﬁ
i,excltement about . being able to (1naud1ble) "That one of the. . _
' wonderful things about Chr1stmas is you .can. beg1n to . rellve the,[-

excitement of Chr1stmas through the eyes of. a Chlld
VOICE. (Inaud1ble°) :



: . MRS. CLINTON°, That’s right.. Well he s a: llttle
~young. I:don’t know, ' "Good- N1ght Moon" maybe will be a llttle
:too much for’ him yet but Ratadl oo

VOICE: But he ‘can’t get (1naud1ble) ' :

o . MRS. CLINTON,j That’s r1ght , We're capt1ve 1n that‘ L
. 'respect:> : v -
R ' VOICE.; F1ne,l Let me* ask you, too, you ve talked
recently about’ your sp1r1tua11ty and so forth:.  In terms of’
Christmas you’ve touched on that read1ng the gospel. Are. there’
other - th1ngs that you dq to prepare for. the (1naud1ble) for the
,holldays, or as a. family . (J.naudJ.ble)‘> v

l\', o 'MRS. CLINTON.f Well, I think that that’s very 1mportant

" to us, and going to:.church. and be1ng grateful for, you know, the .

-‘-bles51ngs ‘that we have is one of the ways we really can try to

. reinforce the meaning of Chr1stmas, and not- just get caught up in
‘the commercialism of glft giving and buying, and every one of us’

frantic with anx1ety whﬂch doesn’t have much to do w1th the

Chr1stmas story, wh1ch should be’ the focal polnt..z Co L

. . . And, you know, going. to church part1cularly on A
Chrlstmas Eve, we’ve always done and .we will do again. = But I

. think just being aware of what the real meaning of Christmas 1s,

- being in touch w1th theistory that’s been really at” the root of )
'~ it to me is the most’ 1mportant part of the whole holiday. :

o Although I love' everything else, I love. the tree, I :

-love the food, I love everythlng about Chrlstmas, it’s. not nearly

as important as the mean1ng of Chrlstmas . .

. . VOICE: " And- how about ‘as a mom’ (1naud1ble), ‘do. you
th1nk 'of new 1deas (1naud1ble)7..} e e

. MRS.. CLINTON:. Well, we always ‘have.: You know when
'Chelsea was a llttle girl we spent a lot of - t1me read1ng '
;Chrlstmas stor1es.. You know,,the Little Drummer Boy, the

. L1ttlest Angel I mean all the 7- every var1atlon on the Three

.. Wise Men stories. = .

o Actually for the month before Chrlstmas we: would read a.

. different Christmas story, Christmas vers1on We had.this whole

" collection of:-Christmas stories -that we collected that we’d read

" to her.- And S0 'it’s someth1ng that I think can- really have a. lot.

4of meanlng to her as well and she looks forward to. it. L {
©.. But’ that’s just always the - we always try to remember-

' Alwhat Chr1stmas is about.

L VOICE: . (Inaudlble ) q-:, ' o

' MRS.xCLINTON‘” Well, we -~ look Thanksg1v1ng and :
Chr1stmas are our. favorlte t1mes,‘and we always ‘have pretty much
the same- th1ngs. we have turkey at both Thanksg1v1ng ‘and -
,Chrlstmas, so.we' repeat ‘the Thanksg1v1ng turkey dinner. -

- And my- brothers and I, when we weré growing up, we made

. chocolate chip cookies every Chrlstmas Eve. I think my mother
. 'started that so that she could get us out of her hair when she o
" was -doing. last m1nute shopp1ng, and runn1ng around and wrapp1ng -

- .ﬂand everything, whic¢h I fully:understand now..

... So, we will make cookies some time dur1ng Chrlstmas
We. haven’t made - them yet. And Chelsea and I will do. that, and -
she’ ll,decorate,them, And they w1ll be then avallable for
“literally months., - ’; T . .

T
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(Laughter ) ’ﬁV‘ o L ‘ o L
C , MRS. . CLINTON: ' We always overdo 1t And so the cook1e .
mak1ng is- part of what we do. .
‘. _VOICE: Now, you do that in the Whlte House k1tchen°
MRS. CLINTON: | Yeah, on the second floor. She makes a

;lot of things. She’ really llkes to cook. And she has somet1mes L
‘friends over,. girls who spend the n1ght -and’ you know’ they’ll go o

make . someth1ng o

‘Two of them ‘were over here I guess 1t was about 2 weeks

‘»,fago, and they made an- apple pie. The other night she made 'for

her school. ass1gnment some. cook1es,\Lat1n Amerlcan. So, then :

'l.we’ll make the Chrlstmaslcookles together.,'

VOICE. Do youudo that, too? Do you -- B O
'VOICE: Do you miss be1ng able to? ‘I know there’ was a

.story 1n the beginning, when you f1rst came here,  about’ when
”Chelsea was sick you used make her scrambled -eqggs.

: MRS. CLINTON: 'Right. ‘Well, that’s the k1tchen L
(1naud1ble) Yeah, the kitchen that we sort of turned into a Q
family kitchen upsta1rs,‘and so that's the one that we cook in,
and that’s the one that she and her fr1ends ‘hang out it. : :

'~ .. It’s not real well equipped. We always have to have a -

;mad dash around the. house to ‘the’ real k1tchen to find measur1ng ' N
.cups and all ‘the’ th1ngs that are needed But 1t’s a normal slze :
famlly slze k1tchen. -

' . ".VOICE: Is there anyth1ng “that you’d like to do for the-f:
holldays that,you can’t do because:of. llv1ng here, you know, :

-somethlng like gett1ng all ‘of the measurlng cups, ,and 1t’s too

much of a hassle? v

© MRS. CLINTCN’ ‘No. T think that I would like to be
able to.just wander around - I'm not -a really adept shopper, but
I love to wander and look at. th1ngs, and just kind of lose myself

. in the’ crowds ‘and the excltement -of Christmas, and I don’t see.
‘how ‘I can do that. So," I miss that...

Thaths the one thing that I -« and my . husband really

‘does because. he’ s a last. minute shopper who loved always to go
" out with a group of h1s, you know, friends and they would all go.

out and buy presents for the1r w1ves, try to f1gure out what they
were supposed to buy..
‘They’d be calllng, you- know, for varlous stops say1ng,

.p3do you “think so-and-so would llke this? " You know, what. 1f he
_'gets this, 'do think she’d llke 1t°‘ What.size? What size ‘do ‘you
- th1nk she really’ is?

.. . -And they had so much fun together ,And,~you~know, 1t’s

:'just very hard to do. that now.

" VOICE: Dlsgulses (1naud1ble) P '
" 'MRS. CLINTON: .That’s r1ght. You. know, ‘Groucho Marx

,‘glasses and nose and th1ngs like that ‘We may have to work on
. that. '

- But that is -- I do -- I mean, I know shopp1ng can be

,such an enormous pain- in, the neck, but when you can’t do it
.eas1ly you miss'.it even though 1t’s someth1ng ‘that we all WISh

were a little easier-and: wouldn’t ‘take qu1te s0 much time* ‘and -

.hassle. But still it’s part of the experience, gett1ng out
4 there, you know.,flghtlng the crowds f1nd1ng a place to park at



the malls, gettlng tlred saylng you'll never do this agaln.ffI
mean, ‘all those- tradltlons. -

: .VOICE: Do 'you ever try, or is. 1t just too much, just
too fuch to go to Georgetown‘> ’

"' " MRS. CLINTON:.: You know, we' try, but it’s. very hard:
Yeah ‘we do. - Chelsea and I do. We have. much more freedom than!
the- Pres1dent but it’s not the same.  It’s hot the same as it

. was. So, everybody wholls complalnlng about shopplng, enjoy it

.(Inaudlble )

. . VOICE: . I thought looklng at the house that it also
strikes. me. that 1t's decorated 850 1ncred1bly, but people come and

ov(lnaudlble)? , .
: MRS. CLINTON' Yeah we ‘do actually You know,
espe01ally because, just as 1ast year, we have asked people all
over the country to contribute to Chrlstmas. So, we don’t really*
,know everythlng ‘that we’ re going to see, Coe :

- ' "And- last year we would finish an event, come back to

‘*.the Whlte ‘House, say good-bye to the last guest, ‘and then ]ust

”wander ‘around -looking at. everythlng. It is' so beautiful.’ .
And we try to. open it up =~ I mean, I think Ann can .
tell you, I think we’ve opened it up ‘to so many. people, and
‘literally thousands more than have ever been able to get through
. the White House before, whlch glves us a lot of ]oy We want to.
‘ share it with people. e
; So, that all. starts next week. The tree comes on .
Thursday and the house w1ll be closed, and will be decorated by -
dozens- and dozens of. volunteers worklng with the permanent staff
~and it opens up on Sunday And then it’s an ‘extraordinary month,
"a little bit less of a month ~of acthlty afterwards.
.VOICE: - (Inaudable’) L ' o
A : "MRS. CLINTON: Oh, we do. Well, we do our own tree for
‘ ,sure, and we have own- ornaments that are meaningful to us. And,
‘we like to pull them out of the box and remember and say, - oh my -

gosh, what about that? Remember when thlS happened? But we also

have some help upstalrs too, because 1t's just such a blgger
space than we’ve ever lived in.
: '~ - But-we pull out all of our old ornaments and thlngs
from the past and put them ‘out and around, -and that’s really one o
of the thlngs that we enjoy doing with the famlly..
"VOICE: Do you all collect (1naud1b1e)?
MRS. CLINTON: Yes, they like ornaments. And, you
'know we’re not -- we don't do it all the time, but it’s
somethlng that comes across our experlence that we see, you. know,
pick up and say I've: got.a 'stack .of those. thlngs but (inaudible).
We stopped in Hawaii: and the commander and the Marlnes and his
‘wife picked out this cute little Marine ornament that, you know,
~we’ll put it up ‘and it will remind us of when we stopped in
Hawaii on the way back from Indonesia. 1It’s thlngs llke that
that have: some meaning to us that we’ll --
- VOICE: (Inaudlble ) : o
" MRS. CLINTON.‘.Oh all of that Sy
* (Laughter.) | R

MRS. CLINTON: ;All of those thlngs. And you know weif*

%

-~used to have a. whole bottom tler of unbreakable ornaments when
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she was a baby, and all of the ones made out of cloth or ‘straw or:

- cotton and things. ‘So, all of those, which are- chewed on by the

.cat or by our old dog who died, or pulled off and have llttle,'
‘gummy finger prints on then, those all go on the bottom of the
tree, you know, espec1ally because we’1l have a new. baby to crawl
around and try to pull. th1ngs off th1s year . So, that will be
fun : \ , L
' VOICE: (Inaudhble )y ' - sl
MRS. CLINTON: & That’s r1ght '
VOICE: Does Sox 'stay away from the tree’ ‘ :
‘ '.MRS. CLINTON: ' Sox does. You know, Sox has become such ,
-a cat of the White House”now,ﬂ He’s got a whole different persona -
'than he used to have, so'he’s probably much too well behaved '
_,these days . for that. ~ . 1+ |
o . VOICE: As an anlmal lover I’ve got to ask you does he -
" ever -- does he stay upsta;rs’ Does he ever: come down like at '
,Wnlght like you come down? Does he come down? .
. MRS. CLINTON: No. .That’s the hardest th1ng for us 'is-
"the fact that he is much more confined than he ever was before.

. He has a great set of quarters in the basement and he roams

N

those; and he’s friends w1th all of the men that keep all of the
_systems of the White House running. :
But he really can’t have .free reign because - 1t’s not
‘only so big that he’d llterally get 16st and- we wouldn’t know
but it’s also because there are so many’ anthues and so'many
thlngs of such value. So . he has his own domain..
v ' VOIGCE: I was g01ng to say,‘are you afra1d some . day
he = g01ng to- get ‘lost down there? ,
. ‘ MRS CLINTON' Not in the basement The basement he
- .has mastered , , S e L
' VOICE: Oh, he does. . . - ' o o
‘MRS. CLINTON'I Yes, ‘he knows the basement. ,f.‘“~"7
‘VOICE: - He doesn’t go out51de.'i L ' ' :
: : MRS, CLINTON', But I think there are 120 rooms here or
something like that, so that would be -- it’s too’ b1g for just ==
. : VOICE: For one cat.
"MRS. CLINTON: " For the run of the’ house. I’m so glad
you re 1nterested in thrs. I hope you’ll come back when 2
everythlng is. all decorated and look around -too.
. VOICE'A We’d love to. . :
: MRS. CLINTON. You know, maybe when ‘we do the tree and
all that next week you ought to come back. ~ :
h 'VOICE: Do you light the blg tree outs1de°
MRS. CLINTON: Yes, well, the b1g tree gets llghted ==
VOICE.; Next Wednesday ' C
- MRS. CLINTON. Next Wednesday, but our tree gets _
“unvelled .on Monday,‘so i'f you come back on Monday you. can see the

- . == all the decoratlon will be ‘done ]ust llke a miracle the. way 1t

. is -- amazing.-
VOICE: - I’ve seen p1ctures I'a love to see 1t.
MRS. CLINTON:/ It is- just 1ncred1ble, but.they’re

\ *really well -- they llterally work -on it all year: long. 1 mean)

I remember when we first got here, I had. only been-here about a-
r‘[month and - people told me they wanted to have a meetlng about '
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e Chr1stmas.- I was just stunned but I reallzed that 1t takes that'’
. - much planning to do 1t._ o . ‘
' . ' .And the people who' ! work on it year after’ year are so .
ded1cated to it, and so absolutely profess1onal.. They Jjust love .
" doing th1s.- They do it so well. And then. they have a cadre of .
,'volunteers 'who come: and help put part of. it up.” . :
: VOICE. Do you step. in and help: them’> A '

' ' ' MRS. CLINTON. . I .did last year, yeah ‘and th1s year I
have to unfortunately be.out of town for 2 of the. days that St
they re golng to’do most of the work on (1naud1ble) .

: "VOICE: . Where 1s the tree from'> '

MRS. CLINTON . This year it was, (1naud1ble)
: - VOICE: Is there a spec1a1 (1naud1b1e)'> : S ,
> MRS. CLINTON. ‘Well, ‘every year the: National Chrlstmas ;.
. Tree Growers Assoc1atlon’p1cks what they think of as the best By
"tree in the: whole country, and that’s the one they offer. to the o
Wh1te ‘House. -‘And so they re the ones: who make the selectlon

. - ", ... _And then the people here at the White House go and\makerf

sure that it w111 fit, the d1mens1ons, but they’ve. been: dolng 1t
_so 1ong that they’ ve got it pretty well down. - .
: VVOICE" ‘So. this year it’s from Mlssour1°-
- v+ MRS.. CLINTON: I think it’s the .first time there ‘has
~ ever been ‘a- ‘tree from Milssouri.. We are/really exc1ted about 1t
T . VOICE: ‘The show me tree, r1ght’> : S

Ve

©. " ., (Laughter.): ' ' o
e .Y .+ . VOICE: - Could|I p0551bly get you to hold that card’>
L ‘MRS. CLINTONuW Sure, of course Do you want me to f :
. ‘ ' stand and do’ it? o SN , S
- - VOICE: . R1ght there is f1ne. s 3 o o '
S "VOICE: ~Would you rather the commemoratlve'> Do you
L want the b1gger ‘one? L
*VOICE: :No, the actual card Could you hold 1t a
11tt1e b1t h1gher'> o | ,
- MRS. CLINTON.| ‘Sure.’ Mr. C11nton is absolutely
(1naud1b1e) b ‘ L - - T
. : VOICE: Oh good : T ' Co -
" o ‘-’VOICE. Well lSox should be (1naud1b1e) and I 1ove
: that. ' ‘ !
C MRS CLINTON.‘ Sox gets SO’ much mail every'week
VOICE' Thank.you
" MRS CLINTON'; We' should g1ve you one: of the Sox
photographs with his paw-pr1nt. . P o - - '
VOICE: .Oh. o vt ' I '
~‘VOICE ActuallyL I they sent one to my daughter s
S ‘MRS CLINTON ' oh;, really’ : e :
S R - 'VOICE: ‘It’s a. very big deal in- the klndergarten
o " . /MRS. CLINTON: | Kids love it. When people come to see'
the Pre51dent ,if "they have. they chlldren w1th them --
= (Break in recordlng )
T . MRS.: CLINTON: . That is cute I ‘love the way you d1d
' that. And the saxophone I thought was so clever. .

school.
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VOICE - Well 1t’s fun It’s llke a puzzle.' I mean,.--
that’s what T like about'1t 1s you ]ust keep f1nd1ng all these
th1ngs ‘in it. .

' VOICE I ]ust wondered 1f there s a llttle mean1ng,
but you’ re say1ng he put them ‘in, r1ght7 You d1dn’t ask for ‘
them’ P , ' S : :

MRS CLINTON' No we d1dn’t ask.'(I mean, we hang our
stock1ngs on the mantle ~-. I mean, he asked a lot of questlons

" when he was here.“ He knows that I'love to have tea and (1o} we .

have a tea which I° th1nk is on here. . . ]
VOICE: . Do you collec¢t his art? ., - ' L :
.. MRS. ' CLINTON: " Well, I: don’t collect but I have one,
yeah the Const1tutlon wh1ch is really (1naud1ble) VOICE. "A lot

‘",of your .friends collect,!don’t they?

" MRS. CLINTON- iI have a ‘lot of fr1ends who are .
collectors." A
o VOICE.c But you re r1ght th1s wlll be good for kids.to.

'_lookiat; It is like "Good-nght Moon,"

o _ VOICE' It’s so ‘much fun. S SR ' AU
- VOICE: " It’s" such a neat idea, "Good-Night qun," We .
ought ‘to (inaudible) concept L : fV ST

' (Laughter ) SR o o eew
: VOICE: Because we: have that book at. home - and my llttle
boy is in first grade and today, every day they have a newspaper. .
-And he sald well today|I’m going to raise my hand and tell them
that you’re golng to the White House and talk to Mrs..Cllnton
"about the card. And I said, -well, you should mention that 1t’
"in the Red Room and Sox, and “then he got very exc1ted about the

MRS CLINTON._ That 1s so n1ce., Well I must have read

. "Good- N1ght Moon" 10,000 times. And it- gets ‘to the p01nt that -

" they can recite it to you.  So, you,turn the page and oh you, .
‘know, ' they’re already there, ‘a  step ahead. ,
' VOICE' When ‘did Chelsea stop bellev1ng 'in Santa’

" , MRS CLINTON' |She held out a long t1me..'. :

. VOICE: Did she? . ~ ks , ‘ .
L MRS. CLINTON. Yes. She really was re51stant “In' fact'
‘her best friend said to me one- day,.probably when she was ten,
(1naud1ble whlsperlng )y S :

VOICE: And she was ten.’ ' LT
~ . MRS. CLINTON.A Yeah and I th1nk you know, I mean she.
.sort of slowly petered out I mean, she: really held on for a ;

long t1me.' They were funny the way they did that. I said to
‘Chelsea’s fr1ends,.are you sure you. don’t’f Her eyes got really

.

-w1de and’ she said, T th1nk I don’t o

(Laughter Yoo

MRS. CLINTON: .!Well, okay, you;know. " It’s harduto

:.A.know;' I’m not sure I don’t

. VOICE: Oh, thanks very -=- ' -
(Whereupon, the record1ng ended )
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:Interv1ew w1th USA Today

VéICE: "Good. | He's a dellghtful man.

. VOICE: .He’s very lovely.

VOICE'~¢He really got enthu81ast1o about ‘the o
(1naud1ble) ‘ o L

VOICEr. (Inaudlble ) T

MRS. CLINTON: ; Right. Well, ‘we didn’t know what 'he was
g01ng to create, but I have long admired his work ‘and I like the
" 'way ‘he: combines dlfferent ‘elements; . wh1m31cal ‘and- reallstlc at

. .‘the same time. And I have a copy of the seriograph of the y
- . Constitution which he (1naud1ble) rlght to represent that type of

-thlng such as the Constitution.
' : -And so I’ve always just llked his work. It always, :

o makes me happy. So, when we asked him and he agreed to do it, we

didn’t have any: idea what he was going to do. 'He wandered around
the White House during last Christmas looking at everything,

. going into every room, trylng to figure out what he wanted to do.
o And he’ submltted a couple of dlfferent de51gns, but we
‘ ~really loved that. I thlnk it turned out great.

, VOICE: He told me a couple of thlngs., He started a .
couple of himself with his dog with him. : : :

e MRS. CLINTON: | Yes, his dog, yeah.

VOICE: A nod to Socks. : :
MRS. CLINTON: }That’s right. A saxophone.»
VOICE: . Did you ask him?- '

: . "MRS.- CLINTON.(}NO, ‘we gave hlm complete llcense to just
be creatlve, try to represent the White ‘House in a warm, '
inviting, holiday Splrlt! And I think that’s the most important

“thing to me because I love this season, and I ‘think that’s
k(1naud1ble)

: - VOICE: Dld you get through Good nght Moon
5(1naud1b1e)
= ~(Laughter. ) .

R 'MRS. CLINTON:- That’s a good way to. put 1t. You know,;.,
one of my favorite. chlldren s books. -

. . VOICE: Mine too. When I saw ‘it, that’s the thlng I

‘ thought is (inaudible) with the monument out the wlndow and all’
_those llttle thlngs. ‘ ~ :

* MRS. "CLINTON: |Uh-huh. Do ’ ‘
. - VOICE- Is this part of your: push ‘to feature Amerloan
artists? ' ‘ :
T MRS. CLINTON: It is.

VOICE: Like the garden? o L

MRS. CLINTON“\Yes, I feel strongly about that I want
to hlghllght Amerlcan arts and crafts. And, you know, last year -
during Christmas we- had thls marvelous collectlon of crafts that
was part of our decoratlons. . :




And the sculpture garden, of CourSe,'(lnaudlble)
American- artists. And Thomas McKnlght is one of our foremost
American artists, so 1t1was a nice way to combine our love of art
and our wanting to hlghllght Amerlcan artlsts with the season.
So, it was . a good marrlage. o
. VOICE: Well, 1it’s a very casual and- sort of a happy
card. We wondered ---you know, last year you did a photograph.

"'f(Inaudlble)°

MRS. CLINTON. We' wanted to try dlfferent things. You
. ,know, last year was our (first Christmas here, and we were excited
" about it and wanted to be part-of it .in'a very personal way. And
this year we wanted to hlghllght the house and the feeling that
the house has- during Chrlstmas which really is. magical.
' I don’t have an (inaudible) start thinking that 1n a
couple of' months, when we recover from this year.
‘ "VOICE: I was‘wonderlng, are you ‘'going to do some
.(1n<‘:u.1<:11ble)‘> R ; :
MRS. CLINTON: | Yes. Yeah, I ‘chose that months ago. I
looked at a sheaf of stamps and I, Just thought it was beautiful.
And I'm so grateful the |Post Office has changed its decision not
.to issue the Madonna stamps.A I thought that was a very _
inexplicable decision, but thankfully they have reversed it.. So,
all of us who like the Madonna stamps w1ll be able to look '
forward to them in years to come. ,
: - VOICE: (Inaudlble) o E :
VOICE: Let me also ask you, I was thlnklng about as a
‘point that hlgh v1s1bllﬂty makes shopplng, all the things that
(1naud1b1e) ‘Have you flgured out ways around that? :
: : MRS. CLINTON°W Well, last year we actually did go out
shopping. Chelsea and I went out several times, and then-
Chelsea, Bill, and I went out. orice, whlch caused pandemonlum, but
it still was lots of fun.‘
; So, we’ll probably flgure out ways for the two of us to
shop. And then I hope, jsince he loves to Christmas’ shop, he getsr

- to do it with us at least once.

. subtle. But most of the

- VOICE: Have fou started gatherlnq -— . :
. MRS. CLINTON: | Oh, I do that all year long. I squirrel
‘things away that I thlnk people would like. ' I'm already on the
. road to d01ng that. .But I always do last minute shopplng, too.
- It's part of .the tradltﬂon of Chrlstmas for us. .
VOICE: Are you done? . ,
MRS. CLINTON: | No, not at a11.~ No.
(Laughter.). e C
'MRS. CLINTON*ﬁ I have some thlngs whlch glve me a false
~sense of securlty. ' o
’ ~ VOICE: And'then you walt untll the 1ast m1nute7~
MRS. CLINTON: | That’s right.
VOICE: Do you all glve each other sort. of hints as
(inaudible)? ‘
MRS. CLINTON: Yeah ‘we do. You know, we w111 say
somethlng like, gee, I rFally would like one of those -- very
time we’re more focused on what we’re
going to give for other people. And, of course, Bill and I talk
a lot about Chelsea, and!then we surprlse each other.




. S0, it’s somethlng that -- we really get a lot of joy

‘out of Christmas. And Chelsea starts getting excited about
Chrlstmas almost at a fever pitch around Thanksg1v1ng, -and only
gets more so as the month goes on. She’s danc1ng around over
_Thanksgiving saying, ‘I don't believe it, it’s going to be
<Chrlstmas, you know. And that’s sort of the way we all feel.
' ' ‘And the glfts are part of it, but it’s not the most
1mportant part. o
~ VOICE: Do you do, you know, making thlngs°

' MRS.. CLINTON: | We used to do that a lot. I don’t ‘know
that we’ll do that this \year, but that was a big part of what we
did for Christmas. We would make lots of things, ‘and probably :
- won’t do it this year. I haven’t really stopped to thlnk about
"that (1naud1ble) part of our plans.. .

But we all mlss, you. know, sort: of secretly adopt
families and we’ve done that all -- well, ever since I’ve known
‘Bill. And we’ve always /done things on Chrlstmas and around
Christmas for families at the shelters.

‘ That’s one of the things that we get the most pleasure‘
rout of as a famlly, ‘and particularly before last year, -when it .
,became more difficult to ‘do, we would always adopt: famllles w1th
children. And Chelsea and Bill and I would shop for the
children, and that was somethlng special for us. And we would
always extend that, partlcularly on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day to a lot of shelters, partlcularly the shelters for wonmen and
chlldren. :

And so we'll probably try to flgure out a way llke ve

hj d1d the day before Thanksg1v1ng at least to go to a 'shelter,

because we want people to thlnk about d01ng that. in their own
homes.
; VOICE,‘ Do, you a choose a famlly that you know’
o MRS. CLINTON:

a lot of things for famllles that we’ve. known, but we also
usually plck at least one famlly, sometlmes two that we don’t :
_know. ) ‘ o :

VOICE~~ (Inaudlble ) ‘ »‘; :

'VOICE: Do they know . you° Was that anonymous?

MRS. CLINTON°“ It’s always anonymous but sometimes,
partlcularly at home when ‘we drop off the presents or arrange for
the presents to be delivered they mlght flnd out who we are. Butf
that’s really not the purpose.

But sometlmes, too, they do find out. And partlcularly
w1th my husband it’s been kind of ex01t1ng because sometimes then
" we hear from these famllhes next year or. the year after saying,’
.well, you know, I finally got a job and I remember what you did
for us, and I want to tell you that I’'m dolng something for -
somebody else. And thaﬂ’s really the Splrlt that we like to
, (1naud1ble) ‘
VOICE: . One thlng that I was wonderlng, espec1ally
glven that (1naud1ble)° :

.~ MRS. CLINTON: | Oh,; you know, just ‘being able to spend
it with our family and to do all the things around Christmas that
"mean so much to us, such as giving gifts to other peocple and’

helplng people that need help all year long, but partlcularly

N

| No, we don‘t. Well, we have always done "”
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frememberlng them. at Chrlstmas, going: to church Chrlstmas Eve,
'spendlng time with frlends at their homes, having lots of people

“.in, readlng the Chrlstmas story, which is one of our traditions,

~and just everythlng that makes Christmas for us really reinforce
both the message of Chrlstmas in the original Christmas story,
and the importance of famlly and friends, which you remember all

~year long, but this kind of makes 1t p0551b1e for us to- do it at

ya partlcular time.
' ' VOICE: . (Inaudlble) the Christmas story you meéan the -

'MRS. CLINTON: | Gospel, yeah. . A

VOICE: And you and your daughter (1naud1ble)°

- MRS. CLINTON: | And the President reads "The Night
Before Christmas" which he loves to do, and last year -- he used
to do it just for famlly and friend’s children, but then last’
year he did. it here in the White House for children that came 1n,

and T think he’s going to do it again this year. .

' VOICE: That's good. You have to look for younger
chlldren, then? ‘

. MRS. CLINTON.* That’s rlght exactly. And then we get
out a lot of the old favorite movies that everybody watches at :
Christmas time. We drag out "A Christmas Carol,;" "The Miracle on
34th Street," and we haven’t seen any of the new ones, which
- we/ re g01ng to have go see or. rent. - o ‘

VOICE: "The Santa Clause" and (1naud1ble)°

MRS. CLINTON: | Yes. '

‘ VOICE: They’ ve already had "The Grlnch" on
(1naud1ble)° .
© - MRS. CLINTON' Have you already seen it? ‘

' VOICE: "The Grinch" -- we’/ve watched it twlce.

» "MRS. CLINTON' Now last year I heard that a lot of the
statlons actually decided consciously not to run "It’s a - o
Wonderful Life" because,| you know, you could watch it 45 times in’
.one day, apparently. I hope. it’s back.
E : VOICE: No, I |saw it. It was back-to-back.k It was out
: there right after Thanksgiving.: - ‘ '
MRS. CLINTON: | Good.’
VOICE: (Inaudible?) o ‘ ‘ B
. MRS. CLINTON.{ Right,- yes.,~My mother and my brothers,
" and the President’s brother. It will be our first Christmas.
without my mother~1n-la%, and so it will be kind of poignant.
- But the President’s nephew will be here’ and that w1ll be great
and it will all of us together., o .

~ VOICE: (Inaud1ble°) ‘

 MRS. CLINTON: | Uh-huh. nght.

- VOICE: Have you used the (1naud1ble)’ - ‘

: . - MRS. CLINTON-] I have not. I have seen lots of
Aplctures. Chelsea and I have not been able to seem him yet, but
the President. has seen Hlm on several trips..  But my trips out
there never coincide’ w1th their being there. 'So, ‘I have a lot of -
. excitement about being able to (1naud1ble) That one of -the
wonderful things about Chrlstmas is you can begin to relive the
exc1tement of Christmas Fhrough the eyes of a child. -

VOICE: (Inaud1ble°) : :




‘MRS. CLINTON: |

I don‘’t know., "

young.

H

' That's'rlght.' well, he s a llttle

}Good-nght Moon" maybe wlll be a llttle-

too much for him yet, but -

'VOICE: ‘
.. MRS. CLINTON.}
Vrespect. ‘

VOICE: Fine.

recently about your spirituality and so forth.
~_ Christmas you’ve touched on that, reading the gospel. -
- ‘other things that you do .to prepare for the (1naud1ble) for the .

But he can’t get (1naud1ble)

That’s rlght We’re captlve in that
Let ne ask you, too, you’ve talked

In terms of-

Are there

~h011days, or as a famlly (inaudible)? -

© MRS, Cll'.:IIINTOl\I"i

Well, I think that that’s very 1mportant

to us, and going to church and being grateful. for, you know,; the

- blessings that we have ﬂ
reinforce the meaning of Chrlstmas,

-the commercialism of glf

s one of the ways we really can try to -
and not -just get caught up in
't giving and buying, ' and every one of us

frantic with anx1ety whﬂch doesn’t have much . to do with the
Christmas story, whlch should be the focal peoint.

And, you know4

'Chrlstmas Eve, we'’ve always ‘done and we will do again.

going to church- partlcularly on
“But I

think just being aware of what the real meaning of Christmas is,

‘being in touch with the

story that’s been really at the root of

1t to me is the most 1mportant part of the ‘whole’ holiday.:
Although I lowe everything else, I love the tree, I

~Alove the food, I love eqerythlng about Chrlstmas,'lt's not nearly'
©. as 1mportant as the meaning of Chrlstmas. : :
VOICE: And how about as a ‘mom (1naud1ble), do you

thlnk of new ideas (1nau
‘ : "MRS. CLINTON:

Chelsea was a little gir
‘Christmas stories. You

Littlest Angel, I mean a
Wise Men stories.

dible) ?

Well, we always have. You know, when
1 we spent a lot of time reading
know, ‘the thtle Drunmer Boy,,the
11 the - every varlatlon on ‘the Three

Actually for the month before Chrlstmas we would read a

~different Christmas story, Christmas version.

We had this whole

-collection of. Christmas
to her.
of meaning to her as weﬂ
‘ But that’s .jus

what Christmas is about.,
- VOICE: '

MRS -CLINTON:
Christmas are our favorl
the same things.
‘ Chrlstmas, so. we repeat
: - And my brother
: chocolate chip cookies e

" . started that so that . she

was doing last minute sh
and everythlng, which I
: So, we will ma

~We haven’t made them yeﬁ.
" A

- she’ll decorate them.
. 'literally months.

stories that we collected that we’d read

And so it’s something that I think can really have a lot

1, and she look$s forward to it.:
14 always the -- we always try to remember

(Inaudlble )

Well, we -- look Thanksg1v1ng and
te tlmes, and we always have pretty much

_'We have turkey at.both Thanksg1v1ng -and

the Thanksg1v1ng ‘turkey dinner.

s 'and I, when we were growing up, we made

very Christmas Eve.’ I think my mother
could get us out of her hair when she
opping, and running around, and wrapping
fully understand now. ;

ke cookies some time durlng Christmas..

And Chelsea and I will do that, and

nd they will be then available for
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. (Laughter.) . | ' S :
' - MRS.. CLINTON: | We always overdo 1t ‘And so the cookie
maklng is part of what we do. .
" VOICE: Now,; you do that in the Whlte House kitchen?

MRS. CLINTON: | Yeah, on the second floor. She makes a
lot of things.. She really llkes to cook. ‘And she has sometimes
friends over, girls. wholspend the nlght and you -know they’ll go
make something.

‘ .Two of them were over here I guess 1t was about. 2 weeks’

) ago, and they made an apple pie. The other night she made for

her school.assignment some cookies, Latin Amer1can.»‘So, then
we’ll make the Chrlstmas cookies together.- . ' L

VOICE: Do you do that, too? Do you =--

. VOICE: Do you miss belng able to? I know there was a
.story in the beginning, |when you first came here, about when
Chelsea was sick you used make her scrambled. eggs.

MRS. CLINTON: | Right.  Well, that’s the kltchen~
(1naud1ble) Yeah, the [kitchen that we sort of turned into a
family kitchen upstalrs, and so that’s the one that we ‘cook 1n,
and that’s the one that she and her friends hang out it. .

It’s not real|well equipped.  We always have to have a
*mad dash around the house to the real kltchen to find. measurlng
‘cups and all the things that are needed. But 1t's a normal size,
family size kitchen. :

VOICE: 1Is there anythlng that you'd ‘like to do for the
holldays that you can't]do because of. 11v1ng here, you know,
-something like getting all of. the measurlng cups, .and lt‘s too
‘much of a hassle? L
‘ . MRS. CLINTON: No. I thlnk that T would like to be-
able to just wander around. I‘m not a really adept shopper, but
I love to wander and 1ook at things, and just kind of lose myself
.in the crowds and the exc1tement of Chrlstmas, and I don't see
how I can do that. So,|I miss that. .-

- That’s the one thlng that I -- and my hushand really
does because he’s ‘a last minute shopper who: loved always to go
" . out with a group of hls} you know, friends and they would all go
- out and buy presents for thexr w1ves, try to fxgure out what they
were supposed to buy.
o They’d be calllng, ‘you know, for various. stops saylng,
do you thlnk so-and-so would like this? ' You know, what if he :
gets this, do think she’d llke 1t" What size’ What size de you -
think she really is?

~ And they had so much fun together. And you kncw, it’s

just very hard to do that now. ‘ -

VOICE: Dlsgu1ses (1naud1ble) L B

» MRS., CLINTON'} That’s right.. You know, Groucho Marx -
glasses and nose’ and thlngs like that. - We may have to work on
that.

‘ But that 15~-" I do,-n I mean, I know shopplng can be
such an enormous pain in the neck, but when you can’t do it
ea51ly you miss it even |though 1t's something that we all wish
were a little easier  and wouldn’t take qulte so much time and

" hassle. But still it’s|part of the experience, getting out -

- there, you know, flghtl?g the crowds,_flndlng a place to park at




. the malls, gett1ng t1red say1ng you’ll never do th1s again. I
mean,-all those trad1t1ons.

' VOICE: Do you ever try,’ or is 1t just too much, just
‘too much to go to Georgetown’,

MRS. CLINTON:| You know, we try, but it’s very hard.

Yeah we do. Chelsea and I do. We have much more freedom than
the Pres1dent but it’s not the same. It’s not the same as it
was. So, everybody who | 1s compla1n1ng about shopplng, énjoy it.
(Inaudible.) -
VOICE° I thought look1ng at the house that it also
strikes me that 1t’s decorated sO: 1ncred1bly, but people come and
(inaudible)? '

. MRS. CLINTON.' Yeah we do actually. You know,
'espec1ally because, just as last 'year, we have asked people all
_over the country to. contr1bute to Christmas. So, we don’t really~
‘know everyth1ng that we’re going to see.

And last year|we would finish an event come back to
' the White House, .say good-bye to the last guest, and then just
wander around looking at everything. It is so beautiful.

. 'And we try to|open it up -- I mean, I think Ann can
ytell you, ‘I think we’ve|opened it up to so many people, and
" 'literally thousands more than have ever been able to get through
© the White House before, |which g1ves us a lot of joy. We want to
_share it with people. ' S
: So, that all starts next week The tree comes on
-Thursday and the house wlll be closed, and will be decorated by -
dozens and dozens of . volunteers work1ng with the permanent staff
-and it opens up on Sunday And then it’s an extraordlnary month
“a little bit less of a month of activity afterwards. ‘ :

VOICE: (Inaudlble’)

- MRS. CLINTON.I Oh, we. do. Well we do our own tree for
sure, and we have own ornaments that are meanlngful to us. And
we like to pull them out of the box and remember and say, -oh, my -

'gosh, what about that? |Remember when this happened? - But. we also .

have some help upsta1rs too, because 1t’s just such a b1gger
_space than we’ve ever llved in.

But we pull out all of our old ornaments and th1ngs
from the past and put them out' and around, and that’s really one
of the things that we enjoy doing with the family.

' VOICE: Do you all collect (inaudible)?
. MRS. CLINTON:| Yes, they like ornaments. And, you
" know, we’re not =-- we don’t do it all the time, but it’s
something that comes across our experience that we see, you know,
pick up and say I‘ve got a stack :of those things but (inaudible).
.We stopped in Hawaii and the commander and the Marines and his
wife picked out this cute little Marine ornament that, you know,
~we’ll put it-up and it will remind.us of when we stopped in
Hawaii on the way back from Indonesia. 1It’s th1ngs like that
that have some meanlng to us that we’ll --
‘ : VOICE: (Inaudlble )

MRS. CLINTON:| Oh, all of that.

(Laughter.) - '

. MRS. CLINTON: All of those th1ngs.: And you know, we -
‘-uused to have a whole bottom tier of unbreakable ornaments when



http:remind.us
http:Oh,we.do

. you’re interested Ain thi

hfshe was ‘a baby, and a1l
cotton and things. So,

of the ones made out of cloth or straw. or
all of those, which are chewed on by the

‘cat or by our old dog who died, or pulled off and have little
gumnmy finger prints on them, those all go on the bottom of the:

tree, you know,. espe01a1
around ‘and: try to. pull t
- fun,

' VOICE:-
MRS. CLINTON: |
VOICE: Does S

" MRS. CLINTON:

-a cat of the White. House now.

ly because we’ll have a new baby to crawl
hlngs off this year.» So, that will be

(Inaudlble )

‘That’s rlght

ox stay away from the tree?

Sox does. You know, Sox has become such
.He’s.got a whole different persona

“than he used to: have, so he’s probably much. too well behaved

r,these ‘days for that.
~ VOICE: As an

- . ever -- does he stay ups
. night like you come down?

MRS. CLINTon-{

an1ma1 lover I’ve got to ask you, does he

ta1rs° Does he ever come down like at
"Does he come down? ,

No. .That’s the hardest thing for us is.

the fact that he' is. much more confined than he ever was before.
" He has a great set.of quarters in the basement, and he roams

those, and he’s frlends{

with all of the. men that keep all of the

systems of the White House running.

But he really
‘only so big that he’d 1i

can’t have free reign because - it’s not
terally get lost and we wouldn’t know,

but it’s also because there are S0 many anthues and so many

things of such’ value.
VOICE: . I was

fg01ng to say,.

‘he has his own domain.
are you afraid ~some day

- he’s g01ng ‘to’ get lost down there?

MRS. CLINTON”
has mastered.
: : VOICE:
"MRS. CLINTON:
VOICE:.
MRS. CLINTON:
‘somethlng like that, so
VOICE: For on
MRS. CLINTON:

everythlng is all:decora
- VOICE: We’d lo

'MRS. CLINTON:

Not in the basement.A The basement he

Oh he does. o

“Yes, he knows the basement

‘He doésn’t go’ ‘outside. -

‘But I think there are 120 rooms here or'

‘that would be -~ 1t's too blg for just --

e cat..

For the run of the house. I’'m so glad
s. I hope you’ll come back: when
ted and look around, too.

ove to.

You know, maybe when we do the tree and

all that next week you ought to come back.

.VOICE:

- VOICE:
B MRS. CLINTON:

: Do you light the big tree out51de°
_MRS. CLINTON'}
Next Wednesday.

Yes, well, the blg tree gets lighted‘—- :

Next Wednesday, but our tree gets

unveiled on Monday, so if you come back on Monday you can see the
- == all the decoration. wﬁll be done just llke a mlracle the way 1t,

is -~ ‘amazing.
' VOICE:
MRS. CLINTON“V

really'well ~=- they llterally work on it all year long.

I’ve seen plctures.

I'd love to see it.
It is just. incredible, but they’re
I mean,

" I remember when we flrst got here, I had only been here about a
“month, and people told me they wanted to have a meeting about
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Christmas. I was Just stunned but I reallzed that it takes that’
much planning to do it.
. and the people who ‘work on it year. after year are so
dedlcated to it, and so|absolutely professional. They just love
' doing this. They do it|so well. And then they have a cadre of
volunteers who come and|help: put part of it up.. A
VOICE: Do you step in and help them? -
MRS. CLINTON:! I did last year, yeah, and thls year 1
. have to. unfortunately be out ‘of town for 2. of the days that
they’re g01ng to do most of the work on (inaudible).

"VOICE: . Where| is the tree from? -

MRS. CLINTON., .This year it.was (1naud1b1e)

VOICE:  Is there a special (inaudible)? ' ‘
.- " MRS. CLINTON:| Well, every year the’ Natlonal Chrlstmas
- Tree Growers Assoclatlon picks what they think of as the best
tree in the whole country, and that’s the one they offer to the
Whlte ‘House. And so they re the ones who make the selection.

-And then the people here at the White House go and make

‘sure that it will fit, the dimensions, but they’ve been- d01ng 1t

SO long that they’ve got it pretty well ‘down. -

VOICE: ‘So this year it’s from Missouri?

. ‘ - MRS. CLINTON.{ I think it’s the first time there has
ever‘been‘a~tree.frOm Missouri. We. are" really excited’ about 1t._
S 'VOICE: The show me tree, rJ.ght‘> o - -

(Laughter.) ‘ ";

VOICE: Could I p0551bly get you to hold that card? -

MRS. CLINTON: Sure, of course.. Do you want me ‘to -
stand and do it? . ‘ o

VOICE: nght there is flne. ‘ -

: VOICE:  Would you rather the commemorat1ve° Do you'

want the bigger one?

' "~ VOICE: No, the actual card.v Could you hold it a

little -bit higher? ‘ ‘ ‘

' - . MRS. CLINTON: Sure. Mr. Clinton is absolutely

(1naud1ble) v . el '
VOICE: Oh,<gcod. ‘ o ‘

: ' - VOICE: Well, Sox should be (1naud1ble) and I 1ove

“that. L B

S . .MRS. CLINTON: | Sox gets so much mail every week.
VOICE: Thankyou. = = .

MRS. CLINTON: | We should glve you one. ‘of the Sox

photographs ‘with his paw-prlnt. : .

VOICE: . Oh. - ‘ ‘ ' ‘ '

, _ VOICE: Actually, I they sent one to my daughter s

‘school.

: *MRS CLINTON' " oh, really’ S

- VOICE: 1It’s a very big deal in the klndergarten.
MRS. CLINTON: Klds love' it. When people come. to see

the Pre51dent if they have they. chlldren with- them - ,

g ' (Break in recordlng ) ' '

; MRS. CLINTON: | That is cute. ‘I love the way you dld

that. Aand thevsaxophone I thought was so clever.




- VOICE: Well, 1t's fun. It's llke a puzzle. I mean,' :
that's what I 11ke about 1t 15 you just keep flndlng all these o
things ‘in it.
4  VOICE: I just wondered 1f there’s a little meanlng,
but you’re. saylng he put them 1n,»r1ght°« You dldn't ask for
'them’ -

stockings on. the mantle|-- I mean, he asked a lot of questions
when he was here.  He knows that I love to have tea and so we
have a tea which I thlnk is. on here. » ; &
' VOICE: ' Do you collect his art?
. MRS. CLINTON:| Well, I don’t: collect but I have one,
'yeah the Constitution which is really (1naud1ble) VOICE' A lot
of your friends ‘collect| don’t they? :
’ : MRS. CLINTON*f I have a lot of frlends who are
- collectors..
' . VOICE: . But you’ re right, thls wlll be good for kids to.
look at. It is like "Good-nght Moon. we - S
C - VOICE:- It’s" so much fun. o o s
VOICE: 1It’s such a neat 1dea, “Good-Night Moon." We .
Aought ‘to (inaudible) concept.,- . A R =
PEE (Laughter.) ' ‘ ' '
VOICE: Because we have that book at home and my llttle
_ boy is in first grade and today, every day they have a newspaper.

MRS.,CLINTON'“ No, we didn’t ask I mean we hang ourh“'-

And he said, well, today I’'m going to raise my hand and .tell them .

-that you’re going to the White House and talk to Mrs. Clinton-
about the card.  And.I sald ‘well, you should mention that it’s
in the Red Room and Sox)'and then he got very excxted about the
cat
MRS. CLINTON. That is soﬁnlee.,.Well, I must have read
"Good-Night Moon" 10, 000 times. And it gets to the point that-
they can recite it to you. So, you turn the page and oh, you
- know, they re already there, a step ahead. .

Lo - VOICE: When did Chelsea stop bellev1ng in Santa’

MRS. CLINTON*x She held out a long tlme.
- VOICE: Did she? :

"MRS.. CLINTON: Yes. ‘She really was re91stant In'fact T

her best friend said to me one day, probably when she was tén,
- (inaudible whispering. )i
VOICE: And she was ten. e -
L . MRS. CLINTON: | Yeah, and I thlnk you know, I mean she
: sort of slowly petered qut - I mean, she really held on for a
‘long time. They were funny the way they did that. I said to
Chelsea’s frlends, are xou sure you don’t? Her eyes got really
wide and she said, I think I don’t.» -
(Laughter ) 1 ‘ - '
o MRS. CLINTON:: Well okay, you know. «It'S hard to
know. I’m not sure I do t. , .
o  VOICE: Oh, thanks very - e
(whereupon, the. recordlng ended. )
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