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'Int~rvi~w with 'USA Today r, 

\ 	 --. , 

VOICE:' ,Go.od • 'He's a d~light;ful man~' 
VOICE:' . He" s 'very lovely., ' . . , 
VOICE: He 'really got enthusiastic.· about the 

, (inaudib,le)." '. 
. VOICE: (Inaudible. ) .~ 

, MRS.. CLINTON:' Right.Wel'l, we didn't know what he was 
going ·to create ,but I .liave long admired his work~, and I 'like the 

" 'way' he com1?ines'dif,~erl3qtelements, ,whimsi(ja~ 'andre:alistic! at 
the same tlme. :And I have a' copy of theserlographof the 
Constitution: which he .(inaudible) right'to represent that type of 

.' thing' such as the Constitution. " ,',",' " ' ' 
, ,I • • • j I •• \

And. ,so I've a~ways Just 11ked, hlS work~. It always 
mal<es' me happy. 'so,' when we asked ,'him and, he 'agreed ',to',do it, we 

. didn" t have any, idea what he was going .to do'.': He wandered around, 
, the. White.House,during,last Christmas looking at, ~verything, 
'going into everyroom, trying to·figure out wha~,he wanted to do. 
I' " And he~ submitt,ed a couple of different designs, b:ut we 

'really loved ,that. I tliink_it turned out great. 


VOiCE: Heto~d ,me a .qouple of ,things. He' started a 

couple of 	himself with, his dog with him. . 


MRS. CLINTON: :, Yes, '111s dog" yeah.,

VQICE: . A ,nod to Socks. , I 


M,RS. ' CLINTON: " That's right. "A, saxophcme. 

VOICE: .. Did you ask him? 


'" MRS.' 'C.LIN,TON: : No, we gaV,'e him 'complete license ,to just 
"be creative, try,to represent the.White House in a warm, 

inviting,' holiday spirit. 'And I_think that's the most importaI).t 
thing to'me beqause I'love this season, and I think that's 
,( inaudible)., ,!' ," ,. " ,..,' . 

VOICE: Did you get through GoodNight Moon 
(i~audible). , ",' 


(Laughter. ) 

MRS; CLINTON: That's a 'goodway to, put it., You know, , 


one of my favorite 'children's books'. '. " ,\" , 
VOICE: Mirie,too. When I saW it, that's the thing, I 

, thought is (in~udible) with themOnllment out, the window and all 
those, littlethings.. !".' ,",' " ' , , 


MRS. CLINTON: ,'Uh-huh. ,. 

VOICE~ ,Is this part' of your push to featu~e America,n


" 
artists? 

\ . 
, MRS. CLINTON: It is." 
VOICE: Like the garden? .' \ 

, MRS.' CLINTON:; Yes, .r feel strongly about th~t~ ,I want. 
to highlight: Ameripan arts, and prafts.And, you,kriow, last yea~ 
during Chr.tstm~s we had this marv~lous collection 'of crafts that 

, was part of oui" decorat ions. 

, \' 
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. I .
',And the, sculpture garden, of course, '(inaudible)' 


'Amer iean artists.'· Arid· Th.omas McKnight is, one'of 9U! foremost 

Americari ,artists, ,so it -was ,a nice way to' ,combine, our love of art ' 


.' ahd our wanting to highlight Amerlcan artists, with .theseason. 

so, it was a good marriage. " ' 


, . VOICE: Well, :it'sa very casual and sort of a happy 

card. We wondered '-~ ydu know,last year: you aid a. photograph.·

'(Inaudible)?', , ". ' 


"MRS. CLINTON: " We,want;:ed ,to try different things. You 

know~ last year was our ifirst, Christmas here, and we were exci·ted 

,about it and wanted to, be part of,it in avery personal way. ·And 
'this year we wanted to highlight the house,and'the feeling ,that· ' . 
,the' house has'during Christmas which r~ally is'magicaL " , 
'. ,,' . \ 'I don't ha~e, an(inaudi~le)' start thinking that ,ina. 
couple of' months~ when. we recov~r from 'this year. ,. ' 

VOICE:, I wasiwondering, are you'going to do some 
" (inaudible)? " 

, MRS~ ,CLINTON: : Yes. Yeah, I chose that months ago; ,I 
, looked at a s,heafof, st~mps and I justtpo'\lght it wasbeautifu,l. 
And I ~m, so' gra:teful the Post 9ffic~ ha~ changed its decisi,on not 
to issue the Madonna stamps. 'I thought'that was a very . 
i,nexplicable decision,,~ut than}cfully they have reversed it; So,' 
'all of us who like the )Jadonna stamps. will ',be able ,to look 

forward to'them in,years to 'come. 

. '.vOICE:' (Inaudible).' ,


I ' 

, VOICE: ; Let me "also ask you, I. wa's thinking about as a, 

po.fnt that high vis,ibility makes' shopping" ,all,' the :things that 

(inaudil:lle). Have y,QU figured out ,ways' around that?, . . , ' 


, MRS. CLINTON: 'Well,' last year we actually did go out 

shopping.. 'Chelsea and + went .out several times, and then '. 

Chelsea, Bill,' arid.- I' went out :.once,wh,ich caused pandemonium, but· 

it still was lots of' fun ..,: ' \...' , ' . 

, " I " .
So, we,'ll 'probably figure'emt ways for the two' of us to 


shop. ,And then I hope, 'since he loves ,to Christmas shop, he gets 

to do it with us'. at least once. , . . ' , " 


VOICE: Have you started gathering --. " 

. MRS. CLINTON: i Oh, I do that all year; long. I squirrel 

things away that I think people would like.' I'm already on the 

'road to doing ttl'at. But~"I "always do last minute shopping, t(i)o'.· 

It's part of the 'tradit~on'of,Christmas for, us. 


VOICE: . Are Y9U done? i' 
\ 

~: I MRS., .,cLINTON:, .No ,notatall. No.' 

,(Laughter.), .' ", I ' . . 


MRS. CLINTON:: I have some things which.. give me,~ false 

sense of security. , 


-VOICE: ,And then 'you wai:t until the last'minute? 

MRS. 'CLINTON: 'That's right. 


" VOICE,:, . Do, yo~ all give each .other sort, of ,hints as ' 

(inaudible)?, 
 'J ,." , 

. '" ' MRS. CLINTON:' Yeah; we, ,do. 'You know, we will say 

something like, gee, I, re,ally woul'd like, one of those' ~- very 


, subtle." But most of the time we're more' focused 'on what we'r,e 
going to ,give ,for other: people. ' And,of pourse, Bill and I talk 
a lot about C!,!elsea, ana,th~nwe, surprise each 'other~ 

, , . 
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" 

\ I " ,~ 

,:So,' it's something that --we,r,eally g~ta' lot of' joy 

out of 'christmas'. ind Chelsea ,starts getting' exclted about' 


• I 	 !, . . . .'..
Chrlstmas, almost at, a fever, pltch around, ,Thanksglvlng, and only" '\ 
,gets more so,as the mon~h gOes on'." She's dancing: around over 

Thanksgiving"saying, ,1 don't believe it,it'9 going to'be 

Christmas, you know~ A~dthat,'s sort of,the :way we all feel.' : 


, 'And ,theg.ifts ,are part of' it, but it's not"the most 

important part. '.' ' , , "
"I 	 ' 

: "'" VOiCE ~/, ' rio yoti ,do, ,! you kn9w, making things? 
, ' , ' "MRS., CLINTON: ,:' We used' to do that ' a lot. 'I don't know 


that we" 11 do th,at this ;yeai'/ but'that was a' big ,pcH"t 'of what we 

d.l.d,for Christmas. We would ,make lots of things; ahd,prpbably 

won~tdoi~ this year. , :I'haven't really' sto~ped to thi~k,about 

that' (inaudible') 'part oi our plans. ", ;' , 

, ,But' we a'r'l miss, you know, sort of 'secretly 'adopt " " 

f;amilies and we've done :that all \_...;. well, ever: since I've kn'own 

'BilL 'And we've, always:done 'things on ,Christmas'and around ',' 

Christmas for, families ,at, the shelters. ' ' r 


That's 'Qne,ofthe things that,we get,tl1e most pleasure .. 
out of as, a family,: and 'par~icularly before ,last y'ear, , when it 
became.mO:re difficult ,tq do" ,YNewould (ilways adopt families, with 

'chilq.ren. 'An,d Chelsea' 9rid, Bill and -I; would shop' for the, ' 

ch~ldren, and th~tYNas something'special for us. And,we, would 

always extencithat, parti'icularl:Y on' Christmas Eve' and ,Christmas 

DaY,to a lot ,of sh~ltersl, particularly the shelters for women and 

children. " " I ',,', " "" / , , 


, , ' ,: And so 'we'll 'probably try to ,figure out a, way J;ike we 

did the day before Thanksgiving at least to go, ,to a shelter," 

because ,we ,want people ~o think abo)J.t doing that"in their own ' 

homes.' ' ' ' ' " 
/VOICE; , ~o. you a,ch~ose a fami'Iy,that you know? -,', 

MRS . .CLINTON: No,' we don't~ Well, we 'have always done 
, a lot of, things fbr fam±li'es that we've known, but" we',also' 
:usually pi~k'at least one family, sometimes two'that' we,don't 

'J \ "I,. \ 	 •••• 

know. 

VOICE: (Inauqible.) " " 

VOICE: Do ,they know, you? , Was ,that anonymo:us? 


, ' MRS~ CLINTON:', It's ' always' anonymous but sometimes, " 
particularly, at home~h~n 'we ,drop ,off the~presents or arrange",for 
',the" presents, to' be del ivered 'they might find out' who we are. ':' B'ut 
that's really ,not the p4rpose.' '; ",' , ' 
, ' , , ,But sO,metimes,:too, they'do find out. ,And, particularly' 
with my huspand 'it's beelnkind "of, exc'lting because sometimes, then 
we, hear ',' from" thesef~mi][ ies next', year or the ye~r, after saying, 
,well~ you kn,ow" T finally got a job and I rememberwh~t you did, 

o 	 I . '. I . \ .. r . ( I . 

•for us, and I want to tEillyou' that I"m:,doing soinething for 

somebody el~e ... And that's really 'the spirit that we like'to, ' 


, (inaudible). " ,':': : ", " ,,',', ,,' ' , "", ,,' 

, 'VOICE:, one'tqi'ng' that I was wond13ring, ',especially 


'given 	that '(inaudib~e)?' ,,' , 

, MRS. CLINTON: .oh, you khow;'justbe~ng able ,to spend 


( , 

it with,our,fam:i.lyand to do all the,thirigs around ,Christmas ,that 
,', mean so much" to us, sucll as giv~ng gifts to, qther peopleanc:3.' 

helpingpe,ople ,that:, need help all year "long, but,'particularly
. 	 .' " " . 

,/",'. 
J' , 
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remembering th~m at 'Chrfstmas, going to church Chr'istmas Eve,' , 
,'spending time"with'frietids at their homes, ,having lots of people, 

in, reading the Christma:s' 'story, which' is one of our traditions, 
and' just everythi~g that, makes Ch'ristmas' for us 'really reinf9rce 
'bqththe message of Chri!stmas in the original, Christmas ,story, 
and the importance ,of family and friends, -which you remember-all. 
year long,. 'but ,this' kind' of makes it possible' for ',us ,t'o dq, it at 
a particular ,time. ' ; .' , ," ' 

VOICE: ' (I'naudible) the Ch'ristmas story, you mean the, -::
,MRS. CLINTON: 'Gospel" yeah. " , , " 
VOTCE: Andy6u and your. daughter (inaudible)? 

: " MR~. CLINTON,:, And the,p'resid'emt read;:;, "The' Night 
Before Christmas" which he 'loves to do" 'and 'last year'.,..- he, used 
to do ' it j'ust' for family and fri~nd' schlldrem"but then tast , 
year he did :ithere, in the White Hou~~ for, d~lldren that came, in" 
a~dI thinkhe~s goin~ to,~6:it'~gain t~~s ~e~r. , , " ~' 

, , VOICE:', That's good. ','you have, t6 look for, younger 
children, , then?', ",,' ".' ' ,', 

, MRS ~" ,CLIN~ON:',That's right" exactly. And then we' get 
out ~ lot of the,old favoritemovie~ that ~v~rybody,~atches at 
Ch:ristmastime. 'We drag' out "A Chl;"istmas Carol~" "The' Miracle' on 
34th street/" and we haven't seen any'ofthe new ,ones, which, 

"we're 'goirigto have go' s:ee or rent.' , " ' 
, ' .. VOICE: ,"Ttle s;anta Clause" and' (inaudible)? ," 

'MRS. CLINTON: ,Yes.. ,,'., " ., 
, ,VOICE: TheY'v,ealready h~d '''Tl1eGrinch'' on 

(inaudible) i" : "; ',:,, "" , ' 
',MRS.CLINTON:Have you already seen it?, 

, ' " " -, I I • ". I" I

',VOICE: "The Grlnch" ,-- we've watched lt tWlce. 
, 'MRS'. CLiNTON: :, Now l~st year, I ,he~rd that a lot of ,the 

st'ations',actually decide:d consciously' not .to run'''It'sa 
,Wonderful Life" becaus,e,: you, know, yoti could:watch it 45 tim'es in 
'one day~ apparently. I hope,it's badk. ' . , " 

, , VOICE: . No, I ,~saw it. It was,back"';to-back. ,I,t ,was out 
there right, after 'ITha:nk~:giving. 

, ,,', ' , ) MRS. 'CLINTON: : ,Good.' 
VOICE: (Ina1.ld1ible?)', , 

,', MRS. "CL):NTON: : Right, yes. My mother a'hd my brothers, 
) and the President's ,brother. It wilY be our first 'Christmas, 

without my' mother";'in,-la~, and so it will be kinc;i of 'poignant. " 
But the President's neph(ew will be 'h'e~e andthatwil~ be<grea-t, 
and it' will all of ust4gether.' , 

VOICE:' (Inaudible?) .. 
",MRS,. CLINTON: : lTh~huh. Right. . 'j 

VOICE: Have'you used the (inaUdible),? 
MRS .'CLINTON: : I have not. I have" seen lots of". . - , '. " .'", {' ," ,,'

plctures.. Chelse~ ,and I-:have not, been aple to seem' hlm yet, but 
the President has seen h:imon s,everal ,trips.. But my' trips out 
there ,neve'r coincide wit:h their' being'there., ,,So,, "I have a lbt of 

; excitement about, being ,a:b,le to (inc;tudibl~)',. , That one of the, ", 
wonderful things about C.h~istmas is, you ,can begin, to "relive' the 
exc,itement' of Christmas. ~thr6ugh the eyes, of, a' child. 

, ... VOICE: ',(Ihaud'ibl13?),"" , 

, , 
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, MRS'. 'CLINTON: That's, rl.ght., Well, he'sa·ll.ttle, 
young. I ,don't know. ",Good':"Night Moon" maybe will be a' 'little 

· too much for' him yet, h~t .-:-':' " ;-, . ' . \' , 
VOI,CE: ' But, he 'can"t get (inaudibl,e). , I, 

MRS.CLINTON:i That's rfght. We're captive in that'1 

respect ~ , '. :, : " . " " " 
( , VOICE~' Fine'. Letme'ask¥ou, too, you':ve ,talked." 

r~cently about' your spirituality and, so forth. In terms of', ' 
Christmas you've touched",on that,~eadirig the gospel. . Are . there" / 
oth7r ·things that you. ?9·'t,?pre~are:f6r, th~, (ina~dible.) fo.rthe', 
holl.days i'oras a faml;ly:, (l.naudl.ble)?, " , " '." 
/', . MRS'. CLINTON: : Well,' 'I think "that that's very important 
tous,and' going to, chu~ch,and ',being grateful .for, you know, . the 

, " bles'sings,,·thatwe have is one of. the ways w~· really ,can try to 
, . reinforce the' meaning of. Christmas, ,and not· justcjet .caught up in 

'the commercia,l'ism of gift giving andbuyiJig, and every one of us 
frantic with anxiety whi!ch doesn't have much·to do with the '" 
Christmas, .story> whic~ should beth,e focal point .', • 

'. ..", Arid, you/know,: going to church particularly ,on 
. Christmas 'E've,,'we've, always don'eand.we will do again. But I 
think just being aware'of what the real meaning of Christmas is, 

. ( being in touch with the istory that's, been rea lly at the roo:t of" 
it to. 'me istlie most' important part cifthe whole holiday·.·· ' 
. , ' 'Although ,I 10ve1everything else, ,I love. :the tree, I 

. love the food,. I,love everything about'Christmas, it's'not'nearly 
as import~rit' as the meaning of Christmas.,' . " " " " ", '. ," 

,', .' " " ..vOISE:·' An~. h9w. abc:>ut 'as~ mom (inaudible), ,'do you ' 
think of new l.deas, (l.na~dl.ble)? . ," .. ' , /' 
, ' " ,MRS. CLIN.TON:· Well ~ we always, have . You know, .when 
Chelsea was'a little. girl we spent' a lot c;:>ftime reading' \ 

, Christmas ,stories.. Yciuknow, ,'the' LittleDrummer Boy, the 
Littiest Angel, ± mean 'chI the -:-- every variation' on the 'Three' 
Wise Men stories.' ! . " 

Actually for the month before Christ~as we would read a, 
differertt Christmasst:ory, Christmasve!~ion.'\We had, this whole 
collection of~thristmas stories that we collected that/we'd ~ead . I ,. . ,. \ ',' . . ". 

to her'.:' A,n9. ,so it's so~ething that I think can really have a, lot 
,of meaning 'to her as ,well!,,· and, she looksfo:r:ward to, it. ." 

, . ' '. },. ,,' ' ",' 

· " " But that's ]ustalways the' ~-. ,we always try to rememb.er 
,what Christmas, is about." " .",' .. 

, , . VOICE:'. (Inaudible.')'" , ,. 
, ", , MRS.'~CLINToN::Well, ,we \ 100k,Thanksgiving'and 

Christmas',are our, favorite' tim~s, . and we always'have pretty' much' " 
, the s,ame things.. weha~e :turkey at both Thanksgiving;and' ' " , 
.Christma~, sowe·:repeat.;the Th'anksgivingtur,key dinner. I, 

/. ". ,And ,my.' brothe:J;'s and I,' when we were growing up; we made 
• ' • ,1.. I'. 

. chocolate chl.p cookl.es every Chrl.stmas Eve.· I thl.nk my mother 
started that so that:sh~could getus'out of her hair 'when she 

'I · was· doing last minute shopping" and .running around, and wrapping ) 
, .' .' . . .." I "',' I ' ·..and everythl.ng, .whl.ch I fully', understand now.· " , " , ' ' 

, .,', So, w~will m~ke, c?okies some time d';lring Christmps. 
We,haven't made ' them yet. And Chelsea and, I wl.ll do,.that, ·and 

. . . I . '. ,''''' • •
she'll decorate them. And,'they,wl.l1 be then aval.lable for 
1'iteraiiy Il\onths ~,' 'I ."..' ',.' . 

',,- ' ,l 

, ) i ~. 


http:And,'they,wl.l1
http:everythl.ng
http:cookl.es
http:rememb.er
http:don'eand.we


. I 

:'(Laughter~) :., I, , 

, MRS. : CLINTON :. .~ We a 1 y!ays' overdo it. .Anc:i so the cookie 
making is' part of what we do. .' ,.., . "-' 

. VOICE: Now, . -you do that ·in the .White .House· kitchen7 . 
, ,.MRS : CLINTON : i Yeah ~ on the second floor., She makes. a 

, lot' .of. things. Sh~ ,'real,ly likes .to cook. And she has som~times 
,fr fends over, g irIs who 'spend the ,night, and you know they'll go 
make, something ~. \.' " '. ,', . .' ,.' .. ' ,.' 
. .··7'wo of themwe~eover here I guess it 'was about 2 weeks' 

.ago, and theymade.an?pple pie. The other night she made-'for' . 
her -school. as'signmentso,Pte cookies, 'Latin American. So, then 
we'll make the Chr i's.tmasicookies .together ~ .' . . 

',' ,

'. VOI'CE: Do youido that, too?' Do you' --:- "-, 
" ·!,VOICE: Do you, miss being able to? . I know there' was a 

". story in' the beginning, when you first caine here, . about· when 
Chelsea was sick youused'make her scrambled 'eggs. 

MRS.' CLINTON: Right. well, that's.th,eki:tch~nI 

(inaudible)~ Yeah, the;kitchen that we, sort of turned into a, 
'family kitchen upstairs,! 'and 'so that;,s the one that we cook 'in,. 
arid that's the one that she and herf·riends hang, out it· .. · \ .' 

. . . It ':s .not real.\.iell equipped.'" We ~lways, ·have. to have a 
mad dash arcmnd the. houseto\the~real .kitchen to find measuring 
cu~s and· ~ll 'the' things th~t are needed.' But .itis.a normai sizei 

· family size ·kitchen. .', :,,' . ,.' ) " ... " 
. . .. VOICE: Is -there any·thing that -you'd like to' do for the 

•• 
, \. hoiiday~ that.you c~n't ~o bec~use!of living he~e, 'you know, 

'something like getting all oJ the' measurIng. cups, ,and it's too 
much of' a has~le?' ,',' ( .. '. . . ' . " ,.' 

MRS~ ,CLINTON: : 'No'. I think th,i:it I wouldlik~ to be , 
able to. just ,wander ·arouhd. ,I'm .. not ,a' really adept shopper, but 

, I love to wander arid look at, .things, and.j ust kind of lose myselfI 

· in the' crowds 'and"the excitement ,of Christmas, and,I don't see 
howl can' do that.' So,' I miss that'.. . .'. . . , 

Thaf',s. the' one thing that ·I· -:-- and my.husband really 
· does because he~sa last: minute shopper who loved ~lways .to go 
out with a group' of his, you know, friends ahd they would 'all go· 
out and'buy presents 'for their' wives, try. to' figur~ out what'they 
Were supposed to,buy~, . . .:, . 

. '-Th~Y'd be 'calling, youknowi for various stops saying, 
,do you '·think 's'o-and-so would like t,his? . You 'know, what, if he ' 
'gets this, .do ·think she'd like it?, What, size?' What· size' do you 
thihk she' really' is? .' , , 

I' , 

And they· had so much fun.together .. And,' you· know, it's 
. just 'very hard to do· that now. ' . 

VOICE: " Disgui~es' O_naudible). '. '. .' . , . 
. ~S. CLINTON: : That' sright. You, kriow, . Groucho Marx 

. glasf?es and nos.e and thipgs like that. We. may' have· to. work orithat. ' ' .,' , " . ' . . 
. ". \ 

• But that i~ -:--.I do-:-~'l ~ean, I know s~o~piri~ can b~ 
such an enormous pain,in,th~neck,but when you can't do it 

'. 
.easily you miss'it even though' .it's something,·that we all 'wis~ 
were a little easier and: wouldn't 'take 'quite so m:uchtime'.and 
hassle. But still it's part of'the: experience, getting out 
th,ere, you know, . f ightihg the crowds ~ .finding. a pl'ace to' park at 
'.' ,. . '; 

.i 
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th~ malls, getting tired, 'saying you'll never do this 'again. I 
mean, 'all those,tra<litio,ns.',·. \, , 

,voICE: Do 'you ever 'try; oris, it just "to'o much, just 
too much to go to .Georgetown? ' " ,'",." I , "• 

, ' 'MRS. CLINTON:,: You know, we,itry, but itisveryhard~ , 
Yeah,' we do,. ' Chelseaan'q I do. We', hav'e much more freedom than! 
the' President but' itisn'ot the same.' It's hot' the','same as it 
was. ' So" 'everybody who ;is compla,ining 'about shopping', epj oy ,it., 
(Inaudible.) , ' "', " 

Y0ICE: : 'I thought looking at the house that it also 
strikes, me that :i,t' s , deCorated so incredibly, but people' come and, 
(inaudible)? " , " , '! 

" MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, ,we, do actually. You know", 
especially"because,' just as' last year" we' have ask,ed people all 
over the country to cont,ribute to Christmas., So, we don' t really 
,know everything 'that we':re' going to see.' " ",' 

. , "I. '. ,.. ' . ' ..
" ,And last year ~e would fl.nl.sh an event, come back to 

}:he White House, say goo:d-bye'to the last guest; and theI'! just 
, wander around looking at,,~verYthi'ng. It is' ,so' beautiful. I, , \ 

. ' And we try to 'op'enlt ,up .. .;. I mean ~ I think Ann can 
" • . . I· • r . " .

tell you, I thl.hk we've opened l.t up~to so many,people~ and' 
'literally thousands more; than have, ever been able to ,get, :through' 
the white,House before, which gives us a'lot of joy. We want to,' 
share it with people~ , 

, So, that all, starts next week. The tree' comes on " 
Thursday and the ho1.iS~ w:ilr be'closed, and will be d,ecorated by 
doz,ens and dozens' of -vol:Unteers, working with the' 'permanent staff, , 

, and it opens up OR Sunday. And then ,it's anextraordinarymo~th" 
, a litt:le bit les,s of ampntl1.,of activity afterw.ards. 

, "VOICE: (Inaud~ible?) , , 
"MRS. CLINTO,N: :011, we do. Well,' we do our own tree ,for 

sure, and we' have own, orpamehts that are meaningful to us~ And J" 

we like to pq.ll them out of the b,ox and remember arid say,' oh; .'my 
gosh, ~hat about that?' ;Remember ,when this happe,ned? But we', also 
hav.esome help upstairs too, because it's'just such a bigger 
space than we've, eve:rli;ved in. -, , , 
" " But we, pull ou;t. all of our old, ornaments and things., '.' 
from'the past and put th~mout· and around, and, that's really one 
of ;the things that ,we entioy doing with the family. ' 

VOICE: Do you: all collect;, ,(inaudible)?' 
MRS~, CLINTON: : Yes"they l:Lkeornaments.' And, you 

know, we're n'ot-:- we don't"do,it all the time, ,but it's 
.something that comes acrpss our experience that ,we .see, you ,know, 
pick up and say ,I've got:·a 'stack -of those ,things but (inaudible). 
We stopped in Hawaii, and~ t!1ecommandE):!r ahd the" Marines ahdhis 
wife picked out ,this cut~, li1;:.tle ,Marine ornament th~t, you know, 

, w~ll·l put it up and it will remind us of when we stopped in 
'Hawaii on: the way back from Indonesia., It's, ,things like' t;hat, .
that have~some meaning to us that'we'll'-- . , 

. . I. .,'
" , VOICE: (l;naudf1ble.J' "',' 

MRS~ CLINTON: ,Oh, all of that. , 
(Laughter.) I " , , ", , , 

MRS. CLINTON:" i All, of those t'hings. 'And, you' know, we 
'used to, have a: whole bot;tom'tier of, unbreakable ornaments when 

I 

,', . 

, 
, , 
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she was a baby, and all cif the ones made'out of cloth orstraw'or 
, 	 I ' .' . , . . 

cotton and thl.ngs.So, all ,of those, whl.ch are,chewed on by the 
cat or by our old dog whb died, or pulled ,off an~'have :little , ' 

. gummy fingerprints on them, those all go on,the bottom of the' 
tree,' you know, especially because,weilll1ave 'a new, baby to crawl 
around and try topu'll tpings, off,this year. ,So,. that, will be', 
fun. ' ' " . ' 

VOICE:' ',(Inaud!ible.) 

MRS~ CLINTON:. That's right. 

VOICE: Does S,oxstay away from the tree? 


, MRS. CLINTON: '. Sox does. You :know i Sox has become, such 
, a'cat of the' White Hou!;e'now.· He's,got a 'whole different·persona 

Ithan he used·to 'have, so: he's probably much ,too well behaved 
. 	these days. for that,. ' , !" ". ,,", 

. ' " VOICE,: As an· ~animal lover t, ve got to ask you,' does he.' 
eve:t, -- does he stayups:tairs? Opes he ever' com'e down' like at, 

.,nlght like you come down? ' Does he come :Qown? " 
", MRS. CLINTON: No'. That's the hardest thing for us" is· 

the fact ,that he is much: mo~e confined than he ever was before. 
,He has ,a great set ,'of qu.:a::ters' .in .the, basement, and, he roams 
those; and he's frl.ends ~ll.th all of' the men that keep all of the, 
systems of the White' Hou,se' running. " '. 

But he r~ally can't, have~fre~ reign because it's ,not 
only so big'.that he~dlfterally get lost ~nd,we wouldn't know, 

" ,but it's also because th'ere a~e so many' antiques and. so', ,many, . 
things of such value,. ,s:o'" he hfs his own domain .. , ' . 


. ' VOICE:, I was Igol.ngto. say, ar~ you afral.'d someday 

-'he's'going to', get 'lost down there? , .... '. ' 


MRS. CLINTON: 'Not in the basement. The basem~nt he 

has mastered. , 


. 	 VOICE: Oh, he: do.es. .' 
, I 

MRS ~ CLINTON: '! Yes, 'he knows' the basement. 
VOICE: He doe:sn't go outSiide., , , 
MRS. Cr.,.INTON: :,But I 'think there. are 120 rooms here or 

!;omethirig 	like that,so ,that would be ,-- it's too big for just ....;_. 
VOICE: For on'e cat'.' . " ' 
MRS~ CLINTON:' For the run of the house. I'm so 'glad 

you're interested in thiis. I hop~ you'll come back when 
everything is all decora!ted and look around" too. , 

, 	 VOICE:. We'd l'ove to. "(' , 
MRS . CLINTON:" You know,' maybe when we do the' tree 'and 

all that next week you ought to ,come back. ',' , 
VOICE: .. Do yoU: 'light the higtree ,outside,? 
MRS. CLINTON: Yes, well"the big tree ,getslighte~I 

VOICE: ; Next Wednesday. '.. ' c 
. MRS. ' CLINTON: ' Next Wednes'day, ~,ut our tree gets 

'unveiled on ,Monday,' so iif you come back on. Monday you, can see the 
all, the decoration will be done just like'a mira61etheway{t 

is -- amazing.'. ' " ,. , . '" . 

VOICE: 'I've ~een,pictures. I'd'love to see it. 

MRS. CLIN'I,'ON:"~ It is just incredible,· but'theyire 


. really well--they; lit~rallywork ,on it all year' long'. I mean, 
. . .• 1 I 	 

I remember when we fl.r~t got here" I had, only been, here about 
, 

a '. 
" month, and, people told me tl;1,ey wanted to ,have a meeting about· 

/ . 

/' 

" 	 , 
" 
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I. 	 Chr istmas ~ I was j ust'stunned, but. I, r,ealized tl,1at ~ it ' tak~s, that 
,much planning to do it. ' , " ' .e:,' 

, ,I Ahd the people ,who' ,work 'on- it year after' year, ar'e 'so 
"dedicated ,t9 it, anq so ~bsolutely pr?fessional~ , ,T~ey just to've 
, doing this. ,They" do' it :sowe11.' And then they have a cadre qf 

" volunteers 'who come, 'and help, put part' of. it up. ' 
VOI,CE:' Do you: step in and h~lpthem?" ,.\ 

" ',MRS ~ ;,CLIN,TON: , I ,did last, year; ,yeah, and this yearJ
.',' . 

have to unfortunately beiout, ef town fer 2 ofthedaysthat'~ 
. t:.h~y're going to Jdo most' of the work'0I1, (lnaudible):, . 
'\ , 'VOICE: ,Where is .the'tree 'from?," 

MRS~ CLINTON:,: This, year:it was, (inaudibl~). 
VOICE: Is, the~e aspeciat( inaudible)?', , 

, 'MRS. ,CLINTON:" Well, every year the' National ,Christmas 
Tree, G'rower'f; ,As~ociation! picks,' what 'they think 'of as the 'best 
tree iri the whole cbuntr~'; and .that's the one they, offer to ,the 
WhiteHouse. "And so they're ,the, ones: who make the selection. '. 

, , And then the p;eople here a~ the' White Hous~ go, and "make 
sure that it will fit, the, dimensions; but theY,'ve, be~n doing it' 

, .' . . " '!. 	 ,I,'.,

sO long that they-'ve got:' l.tpretty
I.

well down.", . 
" , \lOIC,E:: ,So this year it's'from Missouri? , 

MRS. , CLINTON:, .. ,' I t~ink it's the"first time there' has 
ever been 'a "tree from Mi!ssouri., 'We ape/rea;Lly excited about it. 

VOICE':z-The sHow me tree, right? . , . 
, ',J (Laug,hter. ) .' , ' 

',': YOICE: ' .. Ccmld' II ~possibly get you t,Q hold' that card? 
$S. CLINTON::' Sure, of course: Do you'want me to': 

. ~.stand and 	do it? ' 

VOICE: Right ';ther'e is fine.,
-',' 

'- " 

I' : VOICE: 	"Would ;ypurather th~ dOmInemorative? ,Do you 
want· ,the bigger' one? ,;, ' 

, ',"VOICE: :No, the,a~tual ~ard.99~ld/You hold,it a 
'little bit higher? ' i.- ',' , ' , . , 

...... , MRS. CLINTON': !,'Sure./Mr. ' Clinton is absolutely, 
(inaudibIe) . ',,' ) , 

,r VOICE: 'Oh,g'ood.' 
. I VOICE: Well, fSox'should be ,(-inaudible) and I love' 

.' . ~ ,'" 	 ,.' . ,- .that.' 
MRS'!' CLINTON: SOX ,g~ts 's~ much mail every 'week. 
VOICE:, Thank iyou.'··~ , , ' , 

, ,MRS: 'CLI~TON,: I' W~': should give you one of the Sox 
,photograp~s wl.thhl.s, paw-prl.nt. 
, ' 'VOICE: ,Oh. .. 

VOICE:" Actua~ly; I they sent one to my daughter"s 
, , ': 	 • ~ j'"schooL 

'MRS~ CLINTON:' bh, really?' .r 
, ! VOICE: It's ~very big deai in the ,kinder~arten~ 

I ,I, " ,MRS. CL:rNTON: i Kids l'ove it ~ When peopIe come, to see \ 
',' the, President,' ,if they 'have, they' children withthem'-:- '\ , 
, '(Br~ak'iniecdrding.),'" 

.' MRS." 	 CLIN'rON:' ; That is cute . ,I love the way you did 

• 
that. And the'saxophone I, thought was so cleyer. " ' 

) . 

'. : 

'. 
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VOICE: . Weil, it's. fun." It"s like a puzzle. I,··mean,". 

· that',s what I like ,abot1;t i it is you jus:t keep finding' :allthese 

'! things in .it. " I .' '..;', '" . . 


.", ',' VOIGE: . I justlwondered if there's a:,-littlemeaning~ 

but you're saying he put them' in, righb?, You didn.'t ask for • 

them? ' . . • \ '. .',' ..' ,: ~..' , "" .... ' \ '~,' i" ,."', . . '\'" \ 


',. . 'MRS:. CLINTON.: • No, we 'didn't: ask. I I ~ean~ we hang our, 

stockings on ,the mantle t--.:t ~ean, he asked a lot of' questions 

when he was here. ' He knows that I"love to have tea and 'so we 

have "a tea which I 'think' is on here. .' , 


VOICE: Do you, coilect his art,? \, 

" . MRS. 'CLINTON: •We'll, I, don't colle.ctbut I have one, 

yeah, the' Constitut:iori whicr is really '(inaudible),'. VOIGE:A. lot 

of your ,.friends collect·, I d,o~"t :they? , ' . ,. ". . ' .. " .". .. . 

,'. " .' '. MR~. CLINTON: I I,have a'lot of friends who are ' 


· collectors .'. . . '.' :: I " • . ....; .. " " , . , 
, . VOICE:·· But you're rlght, thlS' wl,ll be' good ,for kids. to 
look at~It.i,.s like "GO~d~Night, Moon,.'" . 


VOICE: It's so much fun. 

::'OICE: :' It'SS?Ch a neat idea,,' "Good-Night Mobn,." We,' 


ought 'to (lnaudlble) concept., \ 

(Laughter 0)' :' '. ' " ' ", ," 


VOICE: Because we have, that book at, homeand.my little 

boy is in+irst gracle andtoday,every day they h~vea newspaper. 


,And he, said, w,~ll~t:-odaYi I'~ going to raise my hand'and ~ell.them' 

" i:hat you're gOlng tp. the.! ~lte .House and talk to M~S. Cllntc::m,, 

,about the card. And I sald, ·well, you should:mentlon that It'S 

in ,the Red Room ~nd Sox;: and:"then h~ got 'very excited about the 


, ", ' , ,," I 

,cat •. - " 


. MRS. CLINTON,: " That is so· nice. , ,Well, I must have read' 

"Good-Night Moon'" ,10,0'00 times~ And it gets :to the point that 

th~y can recite it to' you.' So, you, turn the page arid oil i' you, ' 

know, ' they're' already there, 'a, step ahead.' , ' '" , . ' ' 


.. ' 	 VO:I;C;E;,: ' Whend~d· Chelsea stop' believ'ing In Santa? /. 

MRS,. CLINTON: i She. held' out, a long time .'. " 

VOICE: . Did she·?' " . " "., .' , 

',,' ;",", I... • ' 

MRS. CLINTON:: : Yes. She really was reslstant. In'fact 

·her best friend said 'to me orie" day, . prob,ably when :she ,was ·,t~n, 

, (inaudible whispertng.) , : . . . . 


VOICE: 	 And she was ten. ' , ' , 
, I I ' . ' , ( . . • ) '" 

, MRS., CLINTON:,' : ¥eah, and I think"you know, I mean she 

'sort of slowly petered out.·. I mean, she really h~ld on, for a 

long time. ' They were funny ,the way they did ,that. 'I said to 
, 	 , . I . , , ,
Chelsea'S friends,., are ycpu ~ure you ,don't.?·' Her; eyes g,ot really 

wide and' she said,' Tthink I don't. 


. . " '. I. ,,,
\ . . (Laughter . )' 

I. MRS. CLINTON:": ~~ll, okay, you' know. It's hard to 
. \ ,know., I ~m not sure I, don't. ' '. ',,'. 

, 	 I ' 
, 	 ,VOICE: Oh, thanks very ~~ 


,(Whereupon, th~ recording. ,ended. t 
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• 	 . THE WHITE HOUSE, 
" f" " ',,' ,', 

._______________________J_______ _________________________________~, 	,Office'o,fthe', Press Secretary 

I 	 " Internal ! . 	 November' 28, 1994 
i ' ' 

, I " • ' :' , 
,Interview,w~th USA ,Today,

, " !, " ,',,' 
VOICE: 'Good. I He's adeiig'htful man. 

VOICE: ,;,He' s~ery ,lovely. ,',,' 

VOICE: '" He really got 'enthusiastic about the 


(inaudIble)~' " , 'j , 
VOICE:, (Inau"i,ble.), 
MRS. CLINTON:i Right. Well, we didn't know what 'he was 

going ,to create, but Itlave long admired his wc:irk,'andI like the 
way he 'combines differeht 'elements', ,whimsical and 'realistic at 

, 'I " 	 '" 
the 'same' time~ And I ha,ve a copy of the seriograph of the 
Constitution which he (i!naudible) right· to represent that type ' of

• -	 .1 • ", . . , 
, th~ng, such as the const~jtut~on .. ' ", ' 

. :, "And so I've aljWays just'li~ed "his work. It alway~ 
makes me happy. So, ~hen we asked h~m and he agreed to do ~t, we 

• ' 	 • I "'.' . . 
d~dn't.have any ~de~ whajt he wa~ go~ng :to c:to. 'He wander~d around 
the Wh~teHouse dur~ng last Ch~~stmas look~ng at everyth~ng, 
going into every room, trying to figure out what"he wanted, to' do. 

" Arid he' submitt~d a couple of different designs, but we 
. 	 I..'",really loved that. I thu.nk~t turned out great. 

, 	 I ' •VOICE: He ,tola me a couple ofth~ngs. He started a , 
couple of himself with hlls dog with him. , ' 

MRS. Ct:INTON: I Ves, his dog, yeah. 
VOICE: A nod to Socks. . 

MRS. CLINTON: \ That's right. A saxophone. 

VOICE: " Did you ask him?' ',,: 


. MRS.':CLINTON:,j No, we ,gave. him compl~te' license to just 
be creat~ve,try,to represent the Wh~te;House ~n a warm, 
inviting, hoI iday spitit I. And I think that's t,he most important 
thing ,to me, because I 'loVe this season"and' t ,think that's 
,(inaudible).' j", . ': 

'VOICE: Did you,get through Good Night Moon, 
( inaudible) . , ," I' , . 

" (Laughter. ) f' , :' 
" ' " 'MRS .~LINTO~: ' IThat' Sl a g()odway to put it. Vou know, 

one of my favor~te, ch~ldren I S" books.' ' , 

'.' 

. . .•.• I . t' 	 • . 

,VOICE:M~ne t90. When I saw '~t, that's the th~ng I 
thought is (inaudible) with the monument out the window and all 
those little things. f ' 

, 	MRS. CLINTON: Uh-huh. ' ' 
VOICE: Is this part of your push"to feature American 

, 	 Iartists? I 


MRS ~ CLINTON ~ IIt is. 

VOICE: "LIke tne garden? 


, . . MRS. CL~NTON: '!ves, I ,feel strongly about 'that. ::t :want 
to h~ghl~ght Amer~can arts and crafts. And, you know, last year 
during, Christmas we:had.~his marvelous collection of crafts that 
was part of our decorat~ons. 

'I.: 




• And the sculp-t±ure garden, of course,' (inaudible) 
American'artists. 'And Thomas McKnight 'is one of our foremost 
'American. artists, so. H:lwas a nice way to' combine our love of art 
and our wanting to highlight Americ<:ln artists with the season. 

• ' • J ' . 
So,·~t was a good marr~age. . 

, VOICE: Well, lit'S a very casual and sort of a happy 
card. We wondered --·you know,'last year you did a photograph • 

. (Inaudible):? , 
MRS. CLINTON: We wanted to.try.different things. You 

know, last yea~ was our firstchri~tmas.here, and we were excited' 
',about it ,and wanted 'to be part of itJn: a very personal way. And' 

• : I ... ' " .' .' • 
th~s year we wanted to h~ghl~ghtthe house and the feel~ng'that 

, ','.' I • • ••the house, hasdur~ng Chr,~stmas wh~chreally ~s.mag~cal. 
. I don't have cin(inaudible) start thinking that ,ina 

. 'i I • , couple of months, when. we 'recover from th~s year. . 
, .. '. .' VOICE: . I was Iwondering, are you,g~ing to do some 
. (inaudible)? " . . : '. . ' . 

MRS. CLINTON: j Yes. Yeah, I chose that months ago. ,I 
looked at a sheaf of stamps and I,just thought it was ·beautiful. 
And I'm so grateful the Ipost Office'has changed its decision not 
to issue the 'Madonna stamps. I thoUght that was a very 
inexplicable ,decision,~ut thankfully they have.reversed it. So, 
all of us who like the Madonna stamps will be able to look 
forward to 'them in year~ to come. ' '.' " 

.' 
. . VOICE: (Inau9ib+e) • .,..', ." 

VOICE: Let me also ,ask you, I was th~nk~ngabout as a 
point that high visibil~ty makes' shopping,. a'llthe things that 

• • . ' j • "" , 

(~naud~ble) .. ' Have you 'f.l.gured outway~around,'that? .. '. '..'... . 
,'. MRS. CLINTON: I Well, last· year weac1:ually did go out 
shopping. Chelsea, and I' went out sEj!veral times ,and then' , 
Chelsea, Bill, and I went out oric'e, which, causedp~nd~monium, but 
• '. I . ~t st~ll' was lo,ts of fun.'· .', . .' , 

So, we'll proJdably figure out ways for the two of us to 
shop. ,And.then I hope, ISince 'he loves to Christmas 'shop,' he gets . 

. to do ~t w~th us at least once. ,. .... 
, ' , I . _ - . .. . .

VOICE: Have YlloU started gather~ng -- . " 
, MRS. CLI~TON: Oh, I do that all year, long. '1 squirrel 
things away that I thinJc: people would like•. I ',m al:t:eady on the 
road to doing that.Bu~ I alw~ys do la~t minute shopping, too. 
It's part' of the traditilon of Christmas for us •.

'. . . . I' '" .'
VOICE: Ar,e you done? .' '.' .' 
MRS. CLINTON:iNO, not at .all.' No.' 
(Laughter.) ,'.'
MRS.:CLINTON:· I have 'somethinqswhich give me a false 

sense of security.. . . . " ." . . ". 
" VOICE: And then you wait until ,the last minute? 

. 'MRS.CLINTON: ,[ That's right'. . '. 
, VOICE: . Do you all give each .other sort of hints as 

(inaudible) ?', I·· . . ':.' . . . . , 
MRS. CLINTON: I Yeah, we do. You know, we will say 

something like, gee, I really would like one of those -- very

.' subtle. But most Qfthe! time we're more focused on what we're 
going to give for other .people. And, of course, Bill and I talk 
a lot about Ch.elsea,and; then we surprise each other. 

j 



I 


• . So, ·it's·someJhing.that·-:"-we. really get'a l()t'of joy 
I . I . •• ' 

·out of ChrJ.stmas~And.Chelsea starts gettJ.ng excJ.ted about 
Christmas almost. at a f~ver pitch.aroundThanksgiving, 'and only 

, I· ~,' . '. " gets more so as the, mon1t-h goes on. She's.dancJ.ng around over 
· Thanksgiving saying, I qon't believe it, it,'s_ going to be 
Christmas, yo~ know. And that's sort of. the way we all feel. 

. ' ...And the gifts lare part of it, but it's not the most 
important part.· . ' " 

· . VOICE:! Do you do, you know, making things? 
MRS .. CLINTON: I We used to do that a lot~ I don't know 

that we'll do thatthts year, but that ~asa big part of what we 
did for Christmas., We would make lots of.things,and .probably 
won't do it this year'.· jI haven't really stopped to think about 
that (inaudible)'part ot our plans. . 

, ,'. I . ,. But we all mJ.ss, you know, sort of secretly adopt 
families and. we've. done j1that all-:-- well, ever since .I've known 
'Bill. And we've always done things on Christmas and' around . 
Christmas for families at ,.theshelters.·' ',' '. .' .. , . 
..' That's one of 1the things that. we get the most· pleasure 

. out of, as a family,'and particularly before last year, ,whEim it 
became mor~ difficult to do, we would always adopt families with 

.children. And Chelseacind Bill and .J:·would shop for the . 
children" and that was ~oniething' special for us. And we would 
always extend that, particularly on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. to a lot of shelter~, particularly the shelters for. women and 

• 

children. '.. ., . .' I ',' ,.' ,.... .'. .. 

'0'· . '. And so, we' 11~ro~a:~ly try to figure out a way like we . 
dJ.d the day before ThankisgJ.vJ.ng, at least to go to a,'shelter,' 
because we want people to, think, about doing that. in their own 
homes. . . 'I· . 

VOICE.:' Do yo-q a choose' a family. that you know? 
MRS. CLINTON: No,we don't. Well, we have always doneII 

a lot of things for families that we've known, but we also 
usually pick at least otie family,sometimes two that we don't 

· know. . ,. ' I .'. .'.'. '. ,...,.... . . ." . ' 
VOICE:· (Inaudible.),'" '. ' ". ' 

· .' VOICE:' Do th~y know you? Was, that . anonymous? 
· MRS. CLINTON:i It's always anonymous but, sometimes, 

particularly at home when we drop off the presents or arrange for 
the presents to be deli~ered they might find out whp weare. But 
that's really not the purpose. . . 
, But 'sometimes,l too, they do find out. And particularly 
with my husband it's been.kind of exciting because sometimes then 
we hear' from these famillies next year or. the year after saying,' 

·well, you know, I finall:ygot'a job and.I remember what you did 
.for us, and I want to tetl you that I'm doing something' for 
somebody.else •. And thatl,s really the spirit that we like to. 
(inaudible) • II" ' . 

VOICE: One thing that I was wondering, especially 
given that (inaudible)? I " 

• 
MRS. CLI~TON: Ohi you know, just being able ,to spend 

it with our family and to.do all the things ,around Christmas that 
mean so much to us, suchl as giving gifts to other people and' 
helping people that nee~ help. all year long, but particularly

I 
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.1.. . 
remembering them at. Christmas, going tC).church ChrIstmas Eve, 
s;pendingtime with 'friertds at their homes, having lots of people 

·in, reading the Christmcis'story, which is one of our traditions, 
'. and just everything tha~ makes Christmas for us really reinforce 
both the message' Of. Christmas in the original Ch'ristmas story, 
and the importance off~mily and friends,·which you' remember all 
year long, but this kind of makes it possibl'e for us to· do it at 
a particular time ~ . 1 .. ' ;...... .' . ". ". .'. 

VOICE: (Inaudible) the Christmas story you mean the -
. MRS. CLINTON: I Gospel, yeah. . '" . ." . 

'. '. . VOICE: And you and your~aughter (inaudible)? .' .. 
. MRS. CLINTON: 1. And the President reads "The ~ight. , 

Before Christmas" which he loves to do, and last·year -- he used 
:to do it just forfamilij' and friend.' s children, but then last . 
yea,r. he did. it here in t.he White 'House for children that came in, 
and! think he.' s going ~o 'do it again this year. 

VOICE:That'~ good. You. have. to look for younger 
children, then? . 

. MRS~ CL:i:NTON: i TI:at's r~ght, exactly. And then we get 
out a lot of the 0ldfa,,!or1te mOV1es that everybody watches· at 
Christmas time. We drag out itA Christmas Carol," liThe Miracle on 
34th Street, "and we haien't seen any of th,e new ones, which 
we're going to have go see .or rent. ,. '. 

, VO·lcE: "The santa Clause". and (inaudible)? 
. .' MRS. CLINTON: I Yes. '" . 
, " VOICE: The,Y.lv1e already ,had. "The Grinch" on

(1naud1ble) ? . . . . . 
. '" MRS. CLINTON: Haveyou:,already seen ,it? 

. . VOICE: '''The Grinch". -- we've watched it twice~ 
" MRS ~ CLINTO~:I Now la~t year I heard .that a lot df the 

stat10ns' actually dec1ded consc10usly not to run "It's a . 
Wonderful Life" because, you know, you could watch it 45 times in' 
.one day, apparently. I hope. it's back. 

VOICE: No, I saw it. It was·back-to-back. It was out 
there. right. after Thanksgiving.' 


MRS •. CLINTON :'j Good.'. . . 

VOICE: (Inaudible?) ." 


. MRS. CLINTON: I Right,' yes. My mother and my brothers, 
and the President'·s brother. It will be our first Christmas· 
without my m?ther-in-Ia~, an~ so it will be kind of poignant. 
But the Pres1dent's nepb:ew w111 be here and that w:ill be great, 
and· it will all of·us.~qgether.. .' '. 

.... VOICE: (InaUdible?)· 
MRS. CLINTON: I Uh;"huh. Right.' 

'. VOICE: Have' YI,OU used the (inaudible)? . 
. . ' ~S~ CLINTON: I have not. I have seen ,lots of 

pictures. Chelsea and .11 have not been able to seem him yet, but 
. the President, has' seen h!im on several trfps~ " But my trips out 
there never coincide' with their being there.'·so, ,I have' a lot of 
excitement about being a!ble to (inaudible) • That one of·the . 
wonderful things about Christmas is'youcan begin to relive the 

• 
excitement of Christmas fhrOUghthe eyes of a child • 
.' VOICE: (Inauchble?) . 



j 
, .,j 

.1 

• MRS. CLINTON: That's right.' Well, he's a little 
young. I don'~ know. ',Good-Night Moon" maybe ,will, be a .little ' 
too much for h~m yet, but-- . .' ,', 

VOICE:' But h~ can't get,:(inaudible) .. ' 
MRS. CLINTON:. 1 That's' right. ,We' re captive in that 

• 

respect. VOICE: Fine~ 1 L~t me~Sk·.you,too, you've talked 
recently about your sp~r;ituality and so forth. In terms of' , 
Christmas you've tO~9hed on that, 'reading the gospel.' Are there 
other things that you·dd.to prepare, for the (inaudiole) for the 
holidays, or as a familY:' (inaudible)? 

. 'MRS. ,CLINTON: i Well, I think thatthat,'s very important 
to us, and going to chuDch and being grateful for, you know,. the 
blessings that we have ~s one of the ways,we really can try to 
'reinforce the meaningo~ . Christmas, ,and not just, get caught up in, 

,the commercialism of gift giving and buying,' and everyone of us 
frantic with anxietY'wh'~ch doesn't have . much . to' do with the ' 
Christmas story ~ which ~hould be' the focal point.' , 

. ;, ' . And, you know.,1 going to church~articular~y 01) , ' .. 
Chr1stmas Eve, we've ~lways 'done and we w~ll do aga~n·. But I 
think just being aware,elf what the' real' meaning of Christmas is, 
being in touch with the Istory that's been really .at the root of 
it to me Is the most imp,ortant part of ,the whole ' holiday.:. " 

Although I 10~eeverythingelse,'I love the tree, I 
.love the food, I love eVjerything ~bout Christmas, it's not nearly 
as important as the meaning .0fChristmas., ',' ' ". ' . 

, . j , • •• ' .

'VOICE: And how about as a mom (~naud~ble), do you 
think of new ideas (inaJdible)? .' . " / 

, .' , , ' . MRS. 9LINTON ~ I Well, we a~ways have:. You kt;tow, when 
Chelsea was a l~ttle' g~r,llwespent a lot oft~me read~ng 

. Christmas stories. You know, ,the: Little .Drummer Boy, the 
Littlest Angel, I mean all the -- every' var.iation on the Three 
Wise Men stories'. ,/,' . . 

Actually for the month before Chr~stmas we would read a 
• ,', I • "',. • ' , d~fferent Chr~stmasstorlY" Chr~stmas vers~on.; We had th~s whole 

·collection of. Christmas Istories that we collected that we'd read 
to her. And so it's something that I think can really have a lot 
of meaning to her as .we~l, and she looks forward to it. ' . 

. But that's .justalways the--we always try'toremember 
what Christmas is about.) , . 

" " VOICE: ,'(Inaudible.) , . 
. ',' 'MRS. 'CLINTON: IWell, we "';'-look,Thanksgiving and 

Christmas are our favorite times, and we alw~ys have pretty much 
. • ' It.the same th~ngs.. We hav.e turkey at,bothTqanksg~v~ngand 

Christmas,. sO.werepeat jthe Thanksgiving:turkeydinner. ' 
, " ", ,And my brothe:Ijs and I, when we were growing up, we made 
chocolate chip' cookies every Christmas Eve. ' I think my mother. 
started that so that;sh~could get us out of her hair when she 
was doing last,minute sb!opping, and running around, and wrapping 
.and everything, which' I IfUlly underst~nd now., . 

" .' " So, we willma;kecookies sometime during Christmas~· 

•
We haven't made them yet..And Chelsea 'and :r will do that, and 
she'll decorate them. ' Alndthey will be then available for 
'literally mOJ1,ths. ' 
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• 	 ,',(Laughter. )' , ' ' 
MRS. ,CLINTON: I We always overdo it. And', so the cookie 

making is part of what we do. ' 
.. 'VOICE: Now,' you do that in the, Whi1::e House kitchen? 

MRS. CLINTON: I Yeah, on the second floor. She makes a 
lot, of things., She really likes ,to cook. And she ,has sometimes 
friends 	over, girlswhojspend the night, and you ,know they'll go 
make something. " ' I ' ,'~ . " : ' " ' 

, .Two of them were over here I guess it was about 2 ,weeks' 
ago, and they made an apple pie. The other night she made for ~ 
her school, assignment some cookies,' Latin Alnerican." 'So, then 
we'll make the Christma~ cookies together.' , ' ' ' 

VOICE: 'Do yoti do, that, too? Do you - 
. 	 I., • ' .

" VOICE: Do you m1SS be1ng able to? "I know there was a 
,story in the, beginning, Iwhen you first. came here,,' about when ' 
Chelsea was sick you used make.her scrambled eggs., , ' , 

MRS. CLINTON: Right ~Well,that "13 the' kitchen 
(inaudible). Yeah" the kit~hen that we sort,of turned into a 
family kitchen upstairs, ,and so that's' the one that we cook in, 
and'that's the one thatlshe and her friends hangout it. ' 

, " Itt's not reallwell equipped.': We always have to have a 
, mad dash around the, house, to the real kitchen to find, measuring 

cups and all the thingsjthat are needed. But it's a normal size, 
family sizekitchen~ " 

• 
, ,VOICE: Is there anything that you'd like to do for the 

holida~s thc:t you cc:n'tldo because ,of li'fing here', you ,know, 
'someth1ng l1kegett1ngall ,of, the measur1ng cups, ,and it's too .' 
much of ,a hassle? ," j , """,' ' " 
" ',', MRS. CLINTON: No. I think that I would like to be' 
able to 	just wander around~' I'm not a really adept shopper, but 
I love to ,wander and lo¢k at things, and just kind of lose myself 

, in the crowds arid the e~citementofChristmas, and I do~'t see 
how I can do that. So, II m~ss 'that'.- , '" ," '" 

, ' That's the onT th1ng that, I -- and my husband really , , 
does because he's 'a last. ,minute shopper who loved always to go 
out with ,a ,group of his) you know, friends and they would all go 
out and buy presents fo:t their wives, try to figure out what they 
were supposed to buy. " "",' , 

• ','They" d be calling, ,you know,' for various, stop's s'aying, 
do you think so-and-so¥ould like this? ' You know, what if he ' 
ge~s this" dothi~k?she'ld like, ,it? What size? What size do you
th1nk she really ,1S. , ' " " , , 
, ' " Andt.hey had ',0 much fun together. "And, you know, it' s 
Just very hard to doth~t'now., , 

VOICE: Disguises (inaudible) .' '" , , 
MRS., CLINTON: I That's, right. , You, know"Groucho Marx:, 

glasses and nose and, things like that•. We may have t,o'work on 

." 
that. ' , ' I ' " ,'.' 

But that, is' -+ I do~- I m'ean:, .. I know~hopping can be' 
such an enormous pain in the neck, but when you can,'t do it 
easily you miss it even Ithough it's something' that we all wish 
were 'a little easier and wouldn't take quite so mucht;.ime and 
'hassle. But stillit/slpart ,of the experience, getting out 
tnere, YOUknOW,fighti?gthe crowds, ,finding a place to park at 



I 
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the malls, getting tired, saying you'll never do this again. I 
m'ean, ,all those traditi6'ns. ' ' " ". 

. ' 1 ' • • • •VOICE: Do you ever try, or1S 1t Just too much, ·Just 
too much to go to, Georg~town? , '.' . 
. MRS. CLINTON: j' You know, we try, but it's very hard. 

Yeah, we do,., Chelsea ar:td I do., We, have much more freedom than 

• 
I 

the President but it's not the same~ It's not the same as it 
was. ~o, everybody whojiS .complaining about shopping, enjoy it~ 
(Inaud1ble.) '. , ,",. . 

, VOICE: :1 thought looking at the house that it also 
• • I, • " str1kes me, that 1t's deeorated so 1ncred1bly, but people come and 

(inaudible)? "j' .',', ' 
," '. MRS. CLINTC?N: ' Xeah, we do actually. You know" 
espec1ally because, Just 'as last year, w~·have asked people all 

t •• . . 
, over the country' to, con1;:r1bute to Chr1stmas. So, we don't really 

know everything that we're going to see.·~ " ", 
, And last yearlwe would finish an event, come back to 

. the White House,.say good-bye to the last guest~ and then just
• t • . ." • • •wander around 100k1ng at everything. It 1S so beaut1ful .. 

. 'And we try, to Iopen it up -- I mean, I think Ann can 
,tell you, I think we've opened it up to so many people, and 
Iiterallythousandsmore ·than have ever been able to get through . : 
the White House before, lwhich givesus,a lot of joy.· We want to 
share it with people. I 

• 
. So, that all starts next week. The tree comes on 

.Thursday and the house ~dll be closed, 'and, will be decorated by 
dozens and dozens of voiunteers working with the permanent staff,. 

,and it opens up on Sunday. And then it's an extrao~diriary,month, 
'a little bit less of atrtonth, of ac'tivity .afterwards. 

VOICE: (Inaudible?) 
, MRS. CLINTON: I Oh,we.do. Well, we do our own tree for 

sure, and we have own ornaments that are meaningful to us. And 
we like to pull them'out of the,box and remember and say,·oh, my , 
gosh, what about ,that? I Reme,mber when this happened?· But ~e also 
have some help upstairs too, because it's just such a bigger ' 
space than we'veeverltved in. . " 

But we pull Ol:lt all of our old ornaments and things 
from the past and put them out· and around, and that's really one 
of the things that we ettjoy doing with ,the family. ,

I . . •• .'
VOICE: Do YOl:l .all collect. (1naud1ble)? , 

,MRS. CLINTON: I Yes, t~ey like orn~ments. ~nd, you
know, we're not -- we dem't do 1t all the t1me, but 1t'S 
something that comes across. our experience that we see, you know, 
pick up and .say I've go~ a stack or those things but (inaudible). 
We stopped in Hawaii an9 ~he commander and the Marines and his 
wife picked out this cute little Marine ornament that, you know, 

,we'll put it'up and it,¥ill remind.us of when we stopped in 
Hawaii on the way back from Indonesia.' It's things like that 
that have some meaning to us that we'll -- \ 
'. VOICE: '(Inaudible.') , . ' 

MRS~CLINTON: Oh, allof.that. 

• (Laughter. ) 
MRS. CLINTON: All of those things., And~ you know, we 

used to have a whole bottom tier of 'unbreakable ornaments when 
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• .'she was a baby,· and all of the ones made out of cloth· or straw. or 
cotton and things. So, all of those,which are chewed on by the 
·cat or by our old dog w:t;lo died, or pulled off and have little 
gummy finger prints on them, those .all 90 on the bottom ·of the 
tree, you know,. especiatly because we'll .have a new baby to crawl 
around and. try taptill thing~ off this year.· So, that will b~ 
fun. . ...... /', 1 .' , .. . 

VOICE:' (Inaudible. r " .. ' . 

MRS. CLINTON: I That's right. 

VOICE: Does Sox stay 'away from the tree? 

MRS. CLINTON: I Sox does~ You know, Sox has become such 


, a cat of 
. 

the White .House now. ,He's. got a whole different 
, 

persona
I.. 

. than he used to have, so he's probablY much. too well behaved 

these days for .that. ,. I'" ' 


, VOICE.: As an animal' lover t've got to ask you, does he 
ever -- does he stay upstairs? Does he ever come down like at 
night like you come dowrt? Does he come down? . . . .', 

, MRS. CLINTON: I No. That's the hardest thing for us is. 
the fact that" he is"much more confined . , than' he ,, I . ever was ,before. 
He has a great s,etof quarters ,in the basement, and he roams . 
those, and he's f::iends!with al~ of the men that keep all of ' the 
systems, of the WhJ.te House runnJ.:ng. ' .,. ..' 
, . But he really jcan't have 'free reign .because ·it's not 
only so big that he'd literally get lost and we wouldn't ,know, 
but it's also because' there are', so many antiques and so many 

• . I '. . .' .thJ.ngs of such'value. . So, he has hJ.s own domaJ.n. " . . 
, VOICE: '. I ~as igoing ,to say,a~e you afraid someday 

. -he's g6ingto'get lost down there? 
I· • 

. MRS. CLINTON: I Not. J.n the basement. . The basement he 

has mastered. .' 


YOICE: Oh, he does. . . ' 

., MRS. CLINTON:jYeS, he. kno~s the basement., 

VOICE :,~edoesn' t gooutsJ.de. ... " . 
MRS. CLINTON:-I'But I think there are 120 rooms here or 

something likethat, ..so that would be .-- it,'s too big for just - 
. VOICE: For. one cat..,' ' . . . . 


, '.... MRS. CLINTON: I For the run of the' house. lim so glad 

, you're interested ,inth:iJs. I hope' you'll come back when 

everything is alL: decorctted and look around,·, too. 


. ". VOICE: We'd love to. ." . 

MRS~ CLINTON: I You know,· maybe when' we do the tree and 


all that next week you ought to come back. 
,VOICE: Do yoti·light the big tree ,outside?, . 
, MRS. CLINTON: I Yes, well" the big. tree gets. lighted,-

. , ' VOICE : Next Wednesday,.·, " ,. : . . , '. 
, ' ,MRS. CLINTON: I Next Wednesday, but our tree gets . . 

unveiled ,on Monday, so if you come back on Monday you can see the· 
. -- all the decoration, willI be done just like a miracle the,way it, ' 
is -- 'amazing~ . I. ., ,., '. ,., 

. .. VOICE: I've seen pictures. I.'d love to see it., . 

" ' MRS • CLINTON :·1 It is' just incredible, but they 're 


• 
really well-- th~y~it~rallywork on it all year long. I mean; 
I'remember when we ,fJ.rst: got here, I had only been here about a 

..month,and people told trle they wanted to have a meeting about 
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• Christmas. I was just stunned, but I realized that i,t takes that' 
much, planning to do it. I ' . 

, And the, people who work on 3.t year, after year are so 
dedicated to it, and so absolutely professional. ,TheY'just love 
doing this. They"do ,it sO,welL, And then, they have a cadre of 
volunteers who come and help' put, part of it up.,' 


, VOICE: Do you step' in and help them? 

, MRS. CLINTON : I ,I did last year, yeah, and this year I 

have' to unfortunately b~ out 'of town for 2,of the days that 
they're going to do most of'the work on (inaudible).' 

'VOICE: , Where I is ,the tree from? ' 
MRS. CLINtoN:!, This yea~ ,it ~as (~naudible) ~ 
VOICE: Is there 'a spec1al (3.naud3.ble)?," , 

'. '. MRS. CLINTON:\' WeII~ every year the National Christmas' 
, 'Tree' Growers Association. picks what 'they think of as the best 
tree in the whole countty, and that"s the one they offer to the 
WhiteHouse. And so th4Y're the ones who make the selection.I . , , 	 ' 

And then, the people here 'at the White House go and 'make 
sure that it will fit,~he dimensions, but they've'beendoing it' 

. so long that they'vegotj: it pretty well ·down. " . , ' , 
VOICE: So this year it's from. Missouri? 
MRS. CLINTON:! I thinkit:, s,the, first time 'there has 

ever 'been 	a tree, from M~ssouri., We: (ire' really excited about it. 
VOICE:· The snow me tree, right? ' 

.: 
 (Laughter .') , " 

VOICE: 'Could I possibly get you to hold that card? 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Sure, of, course., Do' you ,want me ,to 


stand and 	do it? 
VOICE: Right there is fine. 
VOICE: Would you rath'er the .commemorative? 'Do yo~ 

want the bigger one? " " . ",,' 
. VOICE:' No, the actual card. Could you' hold it a. 

little ,bit ,higher? ' ' 

MRS. CLINTON: 
 Sure. Mr. Clinton is absolutely 

(inaudible). 
VOICE: Oh, ,good. ' 
VOI,CE: Well, Sox should be' (in'audib~e) and' I love 

, ,·that. 
, .MRS.' CLINTON:soxget~, so much mail every week. 
'VOICE: Thank 'you. ", ' 

MRS. CLINTON:,'" We ,should give you one of the ,''Sox, 
photographs with his paw-print. 

, 'VOICE: Oh.' I :' , 
, "VOICE: Actua]ly, I they sent one to my daughter's 

school. , " ' I 
.MRS. CLINTON: 'Oh,' really? 
VOICE: ' It's avery big deal" in the kindergarten. 

, ' ' " MRS. CLINTON: I KiCis 10ye:·,it.'When people90me, to see 
the' President, if they ltave they children with them, -.., 

'(Break in reco'rding.) , , 
: MRS. CLINTON: 'I' That is cute. I love the way you dl.d 

• 
that. And the saxophone 'I thought'was so clever. 

, ~ , 

, I 

"', 



VOICE: Well".' it's ,fun. It's like a puzzle. I mean, 

that's what I like about it is you 'just k~ep finding allthes~ 

things 'in it~ ,I " ,'" ' 


'VOICE: ,I just wondered if there's a little meaning " 

but you,'re saying he put .them. in,' right? You didn't ask for 

"them?', " 
MRS.CLINTON: No, we didn't ask. I mean, we hang our 

stockings on, the mantle -- I mean, he asked a lot of questions ' 
when he was here. ,He' k~ows that I'10,ve to have, tea and so we 
have 'a tea which 'I think is' on here., , " ,

\ I 	 • ' '. .VOICE: ' Do you collect hJ;s art? ',' 
MRS.,CLINTON:I Well, I don't' collect but I have one, 

yeah, the ,Constitution which is really (inaudible).VOICE: A lot 
of 'your frien(;is'collect! don~t tl1ey?,., ' 

, 'MRS.CLINTON: ,. I 'have a lot of friends who are 
collectors. ' ' . 

" ,VOICE::, But you're' right,i this will be good for kids to, 
look at. 	 It is like, ,tlG90d-Night Moon.n 

VOICE:" It's' so much fun. 
VOICE: It's Such a neat idea, "Good-Night Moon." We, 

,ought to (inaudible) 'coricept. 
(Laughter.) "I " , , 
VOICE: Because we have that book at home and my little 

bOy is in 	first grade arid today, every day they have a newspaper. 

• 
And he ,said, well, today I'm going to raise my hand and,tell them 

,that you're going to the White House and talk to Mrs.' Cliriton' 
" about the card. ' And ,I $aid,well, you should. mention:that it's 
~~t,~heRed Room and SOX,!I_ and:~en he ~ot v~ry exc.ited abo\lt, the 

, MRS. CLINTON: That1s so' n1ce. "Well, I must have read 
"Good-Night Moon" 10,000 times. Arid it 'gets to the point that, 
they can recite it to ydu., So, .you turn t,he page and oh, you 
know, they're, already t~ere, a step ahead. ",'" ',' 

, VOICE: 'When did' Chelsea stop believing in Santa? ' 
MRS. CLINT.oN: 'I She held out along time.' 
VOI~:DM ~e? ,", " , , 

" ~s. CLIl!T~N:1 Yes. 'She really,wasresi,stant.ln fact 
her bestfr1end sa1d to Ime one'day"probably when she was ten, 

, (inaudible whispering.) I ' 
VOICE: Ands~e was ten. 

" '" , MRS. qLINTON: I Yeah" and I think', you :know, I mean ,she 
sort ,Of slowly petered 0lut~' I mean, she r 7ally held on for a , 
long t1me. They were funny the way they d1d that.' I sa1d,to

.• . I
Chelsea's fr1ends, are Yjou sure you don't? He~ eyes got really 
wide and ,she said, I ,thi·nkI ,don't'. ' " 

" • (Laughter.) I" ',' , " " 

, MRS. CLINTON:" Well, okay, you know. ;It's hard to 
know. I ',m not sure I c:io'n 't. " 

1,' 	 ,
VOICE: Oh, thanks very --, , 
(Whereupon, thb, recording ended.)

I 	 : 
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