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CLINTON:-Thartk you very much.,', Thank ,you., 
. , 

Thank 'you 
actu'ally get" started,~ :iv¢ry much. . Thank 'you so: muph., , Before I 


,have, a question.!· How many' of ypu. counted the different' . 

hafrstyle~ iri.the slides? I gott~ nin~te~na~d quit. If' 

anybody ,has"lnore' will' youplease ..let me know after ,the prqgram'. 


. \ It )ssucb' a d~light:" for n\~ ,.tobe J;ler,e~' ,To be here with the 
real cO"':presidents ,in Wa1shihgton.The only 'ones .thatreally 

" 'count.' I, was alwayS' con:fusedwhen' pe'6plewciuld ask me one of " 
~ . those

l
', "when d'id, you ,stop: 'beating your' dog" ,questions about being 

'a co-president,",be.cause II always thought they were ':talking, abo\lt ~ 
Marsh'a and Duffy. But :they have,givensllch remarkable 'leadership 
to" so' many' is;sues that those cif'us. in this. room and thousands'of 
people beyond have careq about and' worked" on.. And the \Center, .. 

, ' thanks 'to ,the extr,ordin~ry leade::ship of :the members' of its, " 
bc;>ard, 'those who, .havesl1Pporteq. 1,t" has really sto,od ,steadfastly 
on, bebalf ,of basic principles of 'justice and fair-nes's and equity 

J ' • IE .! '. . ' 	". ';A,', .for ,women and ,the1r famllI1es·.' 	 /', '. ' '~ , , " • _. I • ' 	 I ,., 

And for. many years ;Ihav~:admired ;th~ ,work of ~he'Center" ' 
and. tried. to support it.~· Because, it -was always out on th~' very' 
fr'ontier of. wh.ere the' practical· proble.ms'. nie,t the, abstractions':- ' 
what it, really meant to:be working, struggling to'ra'ise a family; 
dealing with obstacles ancLchatlenges~ 'And I,.am particu~arly 

'-,; g:r:a:tefult.oall:'of;,the ~us~ness and the indi,vidualswho re~ognize' 
;/!. the importanc~ in ,our -e9onqmic,' political, a·nd social. lives, of ," 

.'" having an institution' o·f the qualIty ,;e'xcellence, 'and commitment, 
that this,center repres~nts.' Arid I salut~ and thank y~u "for ybuJ:' 

, support: for it.s ·work.thr.ough ~he years • ,It is very important" 
Bec,ause what it ,does is, to':seta. standaJ;'d 'by which.' we judge how, 

,. I 

w~11 we are' me~suring up'. And by: ,that standaJ;'d" the Ce.rlter' 
itielf, always~meets it~and even eiceeds, it~ . . 

• J 	 ' 
\ '., 

, '( '- ... !, ,,~ , ','" .• 	 ' . 

, 	 I, aI'!i :also very, honored to,be here, 1n tl1~ presence of,·two 
~ " such' ,remarKable women. ; Sylyia 'and ,Fran '. repre~ent the 'real' hard 

work of translating: hop~s 'and. aspirations about health care" ' , 
r,eform into, reality. 'The ,kind ,of' clinic that Sylvia has lead and 

. ,f 	 inspired, for':so. man'y' ie;1irs is really on 1:-he front lin'es of ' " . 
del~ver,ing he.a,lel). ca;r~,~II; o~,erour' c6u~try'•. I ha~e been in and 
out of so many of :t~osei.cJ;~n1cs over the past, ye'ars, and ,I have 
met ,wj,.,·t'h the men and"women, the pr,ofessionals and volunteers, 

• 
all of whomar~ieally pommitted to' making sure, that al,l women,,'. 

',ail men, all,. childreph~ve access to: quality health care.. And " 
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. And ..Fran 'whom I have known and worked with' !9r several years 
· ,now ,has translated her ~nerg'y arid passion and personal , 
experiericeinaway that all of,usa:re grateful for and a little 
bit ih aw'e of . Because, she has been able:,to take such',an" . , 
important, issue: and beEm! ab:Le to move rtin ways; 'tha:t .people ,can 
relate to on the" gr~sSr0?ts "level and that"resound all the, way :to 
congress and ,the Whlte House., And I hope that those of us who 
recognize andappreciate~'Fran'swork 'will continue'to .workwith 
her as we move against breast' cancer. '.' ',' ,..,:' . , . ~ 

, " I· 	 ,'" 
. - : \ '. <"','., 

Thiseven~ngis especiallY'poignant in ways'for:nie because 
there are 'so many of you; in 'this room whom]: have 'knownfor a. 

" I :very long time-' there are people I have worked with, 'there are " 
people 1ha.ve .served 'with .in th~ }\inerican Bar" Association~ . on the:: 

.boards of. other institutions' that we have been committed to. And' 
· ,I, know so many' o~ you hat-e f'or years workedil') your, own ways'

, ,,' J •• 

"	.effe.ctively to overcome ~he, challenges that confrpnt. tis a.s -: 
Ame'iicans. " I appreciated greatly what Sylvia 'said~ because , 

.pbviously;whilewecontihue to work against the 'problems that we 
s'ee we also ,count 'our blbssings and are grateful for the 
oppbrtunities,that we, hare. "But' i~s 'particy,larly important' today 
as we ,confront new challenges' ..:. - a, changedp'olitical, landscape, , 
perhaps even the accumulhtiori of frustration and \insecu~ity that , 
has, built' up over a,numb~r ot: years in our country, -:- that we 'do • r 

'.• take' :stock of where we are; and recommit ourselvestobe effective '."W' 
advocates ',on"behalf' of ' the 'causes' that 'we share and believe 'in 

· ' ~ogErther .. -,\ ,.!,' " ' 
· , 	 " . 

~ . • ' !' '..' . ~ I " 

'Fran and Sylvla are" 11vlng' proof .that women are able ;to .make' 
a differenc7 and that iz:tl 'PCirticul~r; ,~o~e~ trained in ;'the la~ can 
make very dlfferent chOlces aboutthelr 11ves,. but brlng thelr 
expertise to bear' on the,. kinds of: i'ssues that wrllcon~i.riue to, be 
ones' that we havetc;) add:res.s~ , 'As women, ~nd as many of us in '. 
,thi~room a~ women' lawyers ~ we have: lear~ed that, we can use our" 

· advocacy. Skliis to af,fecit'the world' ~round us to make changes.• 
And .we can also acknc)wle;dge the progre~s that we,hav~ seenocgiJr. 
But we' know very well th'ere'continuesto be impediments ,to that 

• ,.' I " • , " - '- '. 	 " 

",progress" a:nd that we fiindourselves' in -.a ti,me not only' .of taking 
· .stock, but ofrebuj,ldingj.'., We "need to' rebuild .howwe approach 

, problems. We need to re,build how,we f:jee ourselve's antj our " 
... ,;, .fns,t<~tutions. ·We,:ne.ed ~omake.,the("kinds ,of>'~hange~ that ',wiil 

.' con1;:lnueto make the Center, make the w.orkof Sylvlaand, Fran, , 
',.,aIlo,f, "us., effective as ;advocates •.. · " 

,.y~U are involved' iri the .L~W· Center because you', care,' about. 
,·the issues and ,tl1echallenges and-tb~ st,rugg'leswe"face together .. 

. You are also' involved in 'the~ 'Law Center, 'because you believe in 
'the voices of women andithe opportunity, for. those voices to be, ' 

. ,heard. . You believe in' the choices ~w6men should' be able to 'make 
, 	 ';MORE,:"" 

~ . 

I. 	 . ' \ ' 

http:We,:ne.ed


" ' ,'-. of' ,.1 .~ .. :-- ~. , 

, ,,: , .. 

" \ 

for their own Ifve~ arid f~tures. ind ~ou have '~vision of~the 
. ~ " J . - I " . ~., 

, kind' of coun~ry' that we would like to see for ourse;tves. ,The, , 
path to restoring ,and reliluild.ing, whether I••~etalk of" families or 
cOJllInunities, ,pql~t'ical irtstitutions ,is work, that has to irivolve 

'. those, of' us who care abou.t and share that vision. That vision" 
ofteri comes from' working: against the odds . " Sbmet-imes beca:use the 
odds are in a ~rofessionithat is ~~i;tl difficult to c~ack ,. 
barriers in. .',' 'That ·vi,siOll is fueled 'by the need to balance family 
an,d . work .. , That vision ·1:!; rooted" in, our, hopes about, what we can, 
'become and not just-i what: ~e are 'and a r'esigna~ion abo.ut, it. 

'\ I • " • . 

Orie of the ,most'interesting documents ,I have ~een in the 
last year, ,is the resear9h that has. been done by, the', departme~t 

" of labor in aSlkingwomen: what they,' wanted in their Iives.' This' 
.. work ,. that is compiled iri a report called "Women ,Count," is based 
on more than two hundred I and fifty thousand interviews and 
questionnaires wlthwomen a'round our co\mtry.We· heard from, all: ,: 

. , - ' ,'"., .kinds o"¥ women. We: heard.·what they' ·~ant. We heard what barrl.ers. :'. 
they, face. And the answ~rs" are not ',surpr ising. ' . Women across, the 

,country from all. walks of 'life basically \o?antthe same things." 
Th:ey w~nt' respect. Th7YI want equa,l, pay ~,or the wo~k, th~.y ~o.' , 
They want th,e opportunl.ty to balance thel.r work.and,famllTy 
,responsibilities~ And they don't think they ,are getting enough 

.. .,', , I. •• ' , .
of, ,the chol.ces. they .w~nt l.n thel.r ll.ves ,now. ; .' " . , 

,Wh~en the results'of the 'survey '~e:te'announced and the 'report, 
'... , deli'vered,' we held,a, pre~s ~ventat 'which three women spoke' about '" 

'""e'" 
.- " 

,whCit it' mearitto ~hem tOI participab~"inthis ,survey ,ilwoI?en " 
Count ...: As each woman·spoke I reall.zed'that they were l.n away 
t~lkirig'ab~:>ut mi, iLEe'. all? the' iives'of my, friends.', The first,' 
woman ta,lked about gOl.ng, .back to work , after her husband became 
disabled, for thefir~t ~ime as an ~duit ~ a matu~e woman ..- And 

, • ',I.' ,
havl.ng to go ,to work because she no longer would have·health,· 
insurance unless she' goti a job .,with, bene,f its. The, second woman 
talked excit'edly about· the profession she was ,in and how 
,thrilling:' it was to' makei the advances she wa~' making. - But how 
guilty 'she' fel t because, ,everyday when she, came home she knew" she 
had' to gear up, arid call but that·, extra resource of, energy so, that 
'her family would npt be 'Cheated. ,And the'·third woman'talked ' 
,about making it· in a nori!-tradttional job for, a woman, raising,:' 
thr~e" daughters 'as: a sin:gle parent,over~oming ..the obst"a~:Les, ~thf1t' 
too'often still stand 'in' the way of each of us being judged on 

: ,c .the basis· of, our own mer'its. " , 
f, ' . . . ,~ ,~ ,. \ ,. . 

. Iknewwhat',they"were ,t,alking" about ,and ,I .imagipe ,every 
'woman in' ,this '. room :has' some :way of.' relating' to, each' ,of those - , 
.personal experiences;' "~ebause in.o~e way o~ anotherwe'ar~ all 
famii'iar with the range iofemotions and'experiences' that those " 
three women and the, thousand of' others who filled out ,the ' ' 
q~e~tionnair~s weretel~ingusab6~t;~ , , 

, i ", :" ' ,MORE 
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wh~twe' no\.,fmnst dolis to' take' alr.ofthQse piec~s of, 
individua~',experiEmce an?aggregatetheln~',Help to articulate the 

'vision that stand beyondl'the, 'indiv,idual experienc~so :Helpto
I, 	 giv'e voice' to, women and their~ concerns' and help to create an' , 

atmosphere of resp~ct for"th:e ,choices that'; women make.' : Of .co\trse 
wqmen are not,mbnolithic'~' 'We kn9w t.hat.', But ~s we spend ~more 
time' llstenlng'to one, anbt.her andworki~g with each pther, ,we 

• . 	 • '. ! • ~ ! • l . \ '" • '" • '. 

, ,,.;. fl:nd,' that, the unlv~rse w~ lnhablt has many charact,erlst.rcs. ,111 
, .1 cOjDmon. : 'We worry about, 'our roles,~ We, worry aboutourpla'ces: 

. 	 ~. 1.·, " •• " 
,We worry about, 'our ,famliles and "r~latl0nshlps.We: worry about 
our j'()'bs'.:, ,And a's: we wor~ywe ,need to ,appreciate:that those ~ " 
'individual concerns havel"a political, cultural, \ social", 'economic" 

.i and legal ' character 'a~ .w:el:I. ',' , ' '. . 
. . ' . ' J I 	 .~ 

. , ·,'1 	 ",., ". 	 'I', 

, , '.; One'of the great :thlngs'that: the Center has done is, to take" 
..	the individual ,stories o;f, wOl'!'\en and'make them :'part of this',' 
greater:appreciation forworoens" lives a'nd, cha-l1eng~s today. I 
kno,w, ,and as both 'Marshaiand Duffy ,sa~d~ that 'we (ace new , I 

challenges now., ,We' face a, time in whi'ch ·m,any of tl1e hard fought
• ~ • 	 . i '. '. . " • ' • . ~ 

. vlctor,les, that the C~nter and many . of the' women lnthls:room and 
the men in this' room "st:r!uggled for, ,:will be unden:', attac::k,. .:' ' 

.:. " , . 	 1: ,,;' ") . ~ ? ~ " ":. ~',o ~.': , 

, ,.We 'know ,that many'of the aqvci'rices, :that womeh' hav~'made have 

~ '. riot beeri se~n as they should be'seenas',;i.ncreasing the pie of 


'.' . 	 • ' , '" I '., ," . , •.qpportunl:ty as expandlng the hqrlzons 'for.allof us, but as be+ng, 
a' zerolsumgame, in which, otliers hav:e ~lost, becaus;e ,wome,n have,., 
been given 'a chance',to 1fulfil their own ,potentJals.,' We')cnow that' 

"there ,will ,be, many" challenges in' the: days ahead.,', But what. I hope' , , 
1S that.eachoneo( us, Lall of ~s who h~s in the past work~d on> 

\' behalf of those/chcmges ,that· w,ethought. would make our 'countrY"a" 
',more/just, a f<;l.irer, more 'humane, merciful,; kinder placa< that, ' 

would give us all the .opportunity for a vision of/an America that 
.' ~,. ' perhaps we were' raised w~th.: ,And kriowing full' well, that we coul9­

, never" real:ize 'all. of. whG,tt, we hOEed' 'for ," never-the""',lesswe ' , , ' ' . 
continued to strive to mak'e' our, own contribution to ,the kind 'of~ ,

• . , ~. ' I ) t \ '. ' • • ,\'.' ~ 

, natlon ,we wanted to, be' part, of. ' '. .,' 	 , 
", .' .', " ,"I' '" " , .­

But as; 'we· recogniz~ what w/:f:had·'plways,hopedfor.a'nd,worked
for and as'we move intoj,anew,'se,t' of chal'lenges, that we remember 
why.. 'we~. became1involved. ~n the, first plac~ -. that we recall the 

c;stories "that stimulated' the 'experiences that ',each oius bring'lto 
, .. this-dinner :th-isevenlng." , And we ,knowt~at,wheth~r you are' Janet 


.' .,; ',~'REmo or-: Ruth, Bader Ginsberg or any:of .th'e,:otherwomenpi.oneE!rsin j 


. "the lpw,in gov:ermnent ;;' or in .business, , that' YOll have ,,~uch in ' ' 

,.. '; . "common .with every,other;,woman in,our country,.,'. And ,what we must 

do· now. is" make'~':comInon' grouno., witnall ,women. . 'We must make' ,'i t ' 
clea'r that 'advances for: women,. protections: for women, choices for ' 
women,:- are ,for all women. ,There is nOspecia'l c.lass, of women. 

• 

. " 

What \.Ie 'want to do •is tb give ali otour ,children,' men' and wOll,len.'" 

b,fthe future' the ,chance ',to make the chOicE!s that are ,right for 

their Iiyes. ' ." 
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, I And as we :end our e;veriing tonight',' and as =r ,look around this"It room and I 'se~the faces; of so many p~ople,who -in the pri,vate' 

, sector, and ;the public sectoJ;",' and ,in the Bar, ,in aq.vocacy, , 
'. groups ~ , and, iIi so ma'ny ci'auses of' import~rice have led the way., , , '" • • , " • " ' ,r

have made the, sacr1f1ces" I, ask w1th' every expe~tat10nof"a '. , , 

'"positive_answer that we ;n~t, in ·theface,of these new"chailenges 


F':' give' upon·thevision th1at' brings, us here tonight -, that we " , ,
• -. ,'" I" " • .• " , . ,

cont'1nue to "work for,wha:t ',webeI1eve 1n, - that we p'erhaps'employ , 
new ways of' conuirunicating moreeffec,tively abo,ut that vision we;:.'" 
ishar~" and'what we l)ope ,~:or ~every American '~ but that we redouble' 
our commitment.', Because ,r1 belhwe'that in a time of transition; ­
~ike ',;the one 'that we are: tindergoing,in our qountry,now' tl1at' thos¢ ", 
voices' that are represen'ted in this room need' to ",be heard more .' , 
,ple,arlythat ever. 'Beca;use,!' doli/'t think' ,that the 'Ameri,can 
people have,voted in any, way to 'turn thec;:lock back!' What' they 
are,asking is. that 'we ariticulate ,~learly the, visIon' that 'we', 

, 'share:., ~~d tbat, we :workin ways' tl1at make Sense '. to them to' move 
that' forward,. 

.' ,- " ,. 

>', We ,have two ~xample'stonight. '. ~ Wehav~ :two' 'examples
• . I, '. . , , ',--. " 

tonight of women who· hav;e crossedboundar.ies, have ,worked , 
tirelessly, ,and who have: madeverycleai their commitl'!len't. ",And 
it is: not,a commit-merit 1::hat iS,bounded by any'stereo1;,ypical 'line 
or 'demographic grgup. Sylvia: works for all ,womenaI)d their' ' , 

'· ... :famil'ies. Franworks~ f~r, all women and theirfa~ilies.' The kind, 

of America that I thiilk jwe share a vision of has ,to work' :Eor, 'a·ll ' 

\tIom/?n'" for 'all men, and !for their families.' Arid' I, am' ve'ry' , ',: , 

confident that if the ,commitment and·energy of thos;e ,in,thisroom' 

is 'clearl~',articulated and' if wear~ willing 'to go back, again and, 


,make our vision well-known that when, it,comes!'to, making choices 
'in ,America ,mqst Americ~ns will want,' to ,mpve foz:ward if': ;we give', ' 

, ,them the, reasqn, to do s9 and, help them. have, the confidence' ,to do ' 
so., 

. i,. 

(, "And so ~s we" cldse'an"evening' i'ike this where we l,cEHebrate 
the/great accomplishmeri~s'of the'Center, where we honor two' 

, I ' ' " •
,extraordinary women, le~'s draw strength from what Aas already , ' 
been ,achieved~ ,'Let'.s .r,~cognizethe~ ;challeriges itO' ,the maintenance 

.. .' .• • ;',' I •. - '. \ ',." . , '>ofthosea.ch1,evem~nts.!And' .let's not ,1n, ,any way, g1ve, gro~nd on' . 

.:', wnat we'believe is the ,kind 'of" ,incltislve vision .of the' sort of" , 

: Ainerica that' .we have all; work~(;l for~ And ,let's go 'forth to meet' 


',' the' chal,lenges'that are::posed, confidently I optimistically" :an~: , 

: '".'withgreat: appreciation ,for all, that, has, been done ·before' to be , 


" .' ,built upon: ,Because \ I fhink'j"n martyways'j' as 'Sylvia alluded',' our 

t best',days"are ahead of,' ,Js"',because ther,~',s nothing like a good :,' 

. '.' . . . I . " . I" ,,~~. " - I

" ''''fight,foradvocatE!S to get energi,zed-over~, ' Thank you 'all' very" ' 

~ucih: ' , 
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