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. MRS. CLINTON- Thank you very much | Thank you.- Thank you
very much.. Thank you so’' much. Before I actually get’ started

‘. . have.a questlon. -How many of you counted the different

halrstyles in. the slldes" I got to nineteén and quit. . If"

', anybody has’ more w1ll you please 1et me know after the program.’f”
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, It is such a dellght for me to be here.x To be here with the'
real co-pres1dents ‘in Washlngton.‘ The only ones that really

A

,/count. I was always confused ‘when. people would ask me one of
" those, wwhen did- you stop beatlng your dog" . questlons about belng
.a co-president, because I always thought they were talking. about '

Marsha and Duffy ‘But . they have glven "such. remarkable ‘leadership

. to"so many issues that those of us in thls _room and thousands of

* people beyond have cared about. and worked on. And the. Center,:'.‘
_:thanks to the extrordlnary leadershlp of the members of its . .

. board, ' those who -have" supported it, has really stood steadfastly

on, behalf of ba51c pr1n01ples of - justlce and falrness and equlty

: And for many years . 1 have admlred the work of the Center,
and tried to support it.: Because it was always out on the very-

. frontier of where the practlcal problems met the abstractlons~— S
" what it really meant to be working, struggllng to raise a family,
. . dealing with obstacles and ‘challenges. And I am particularly ‘
.;;grateful ‘to alX-of the bus1ness and the 1nd1v1duals who recognize: .
-~ the 1mportance in our economlc, polltlcal and social ‘lives of " .
‘+ having an. 1nst1tutlon of the quality, excellence, and commltment.
" that this center represents.‘ And T salute and thank you: for your

" support. for its work: through the years. It is very important.

Because what it does is to” ‘sSet a. standard ‘by which we ]udge how

\ well we are’ measurlng up 'And by. that standard the Center
.fltself always meets 1t and even exceeds it. o

I am also very honored to. be. here 1n the presence of two

i.such remarKable women. - Sylvia ‘and Fran represent the real hard .

work of translating hopes and . asplratlons about health care :
reform. into, reallty The Kind ‘of ‘clinic that Sylv1a has- lead and_‘

" inspired for so many’ years is really on. the front lines of. -
dellverlng health care. all over our country. I have been in and . -
out of 'so many of those,cllnlcs over the past’ years and .I have

met with the men and” women, the profe551onals and volunteers,

. 'all of whom are really commltted to making sure that all WOmen;'

v

call men, all chlldren have access to quallty health care., And o
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‘mSylv1a s work 1s exemplary 1n thls regard
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bit in awe of. 'Because, she has been able to take such an’

1mportant issue: and been able to move it ‘in ways:that people . can
"relate to on the’ grassroots level and that-resound all the way to
- congress, and the White House. And I hope that those. of us who ’
Arecognlze ‘and appre01ate Fran’s- work will contlnue to work w1th
-her as we move agalnst breast cancer° S ,

i

‘This evenlng is espe01ally p01gnant in ways for me because

. there are "so many of you, in this room whom I have khown. for a.

very long time - there are people I have worked with, there are-

people I have served- w1th in the American Bar’ Ass001atlon, on theh
‘boards of other’ institutions that we have been committed to., And .
I know so many of you have for’ years worked in your own ways C
Leffectlvely t6 overcome the challenges: that confront us as .
.‘WAmerlcans. "I apprec1ated greatly what Sylv1a said, because .
»,obv1ously while we contlnue to work.against the problems that we o
‘see we also count our ble851ngs and are grateful for the
opportunltles that we. have. - ‘But' its partlcularly 1mportant today'

. as we confront new. challenges - - a changed political: landscape,\
.. perhaps even the accumulatlon of frustration and insecurity that
. has built up over a, number of years in our country -'- that we 'do

takefstock of where we are(and recommlt ourselves to be effective: .

.-advocates on- behalf of - the causes that we share and belleve 1n
‘;.together.j_ RN v .
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. , Fran and Sy1v1a are llVlng proof that women are able to .make -
a difference and that 1nlpartlcular, women. trained in. the- law can -
" make very dlfferent choices about’ their llves, but brlng their
expertlse to bear on the kinds of -issues that will continue to be -

ones that we have to address.A As women, and as many of us 1n

‘this room as women lawyers, we have learned that we can use our -
:advocacy skills to affect the world" around us to make changes.

And we can also acknowledge the progress that we .have seen occur.

.. But we know very well there continues to be Aimpediments to that .
~gprogress, and. that we flnd ourselves 1n a tlme not only of taklng
~ stock, ‘but of rebulldlng . We -need to . rebuild how we approach
' problems. We need to rebulld how:we. see ourselves and our

suiinstitutions. ' We need. to make.the.kinds . of changes.that. will

A";.contlnue to make the Center, make the work of Sylv1a and Fran,
Qfall of us, effectlve as advocateso o o L
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You are involved- 1n the Law Center because you care about

the issues and the challenges and the. struggles we "face together.
- You are also 1nvolved 1n ‘the Law Center. because you believe in
the voices of women and’ the opportunlty for those voices to be -
- heard. . You belleve 1n the ch01ces women should’ be able to make,'
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‘ "And . Fran whom I have known and worked w1th for several years -
now, -has translated. her energy and passion-and personal B
,experlence 'in. a way that all of us are grateful for and a llttle
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for the1r own 11ves and futures. And you have a v1slon of the

'k1nd of country that we would like to see for ourse1ves.: The ,
path to restoring: and rebu11d1ng, whether we talk of families or
communities, polltlcal 1nst1tutlons, is. work ‘that has to involve

“?those of us who care about and share that v1slon. That v151on

often comes from working . aga1nst the 'odds. Sometimes because the
odds are in a professlon that is st111 difficult to crack : .
barriers in.:. ‘That. v151on is fueled by the need to balance fam11y
and ‘work. That vision 1s rooted .in. our. hopes about what we can.
‘become and not ]ust”what we are and a re51gnatlon about 1t.

\ o :
: One of’ the most 1nterest1ng documents I have seen in the
" last year, is the research that has, been done by. the department -
of labor in asking women;what they. wanted in their 11ves.' This:
‘work, that is compiled 1n a report called "Women Count," is based
‘on more than two hundred! and fifty thousand. interviews and
-questlonnalres with women around our country ‘We heard from, all’

kinds of women. We: heard ‘what they want. We heard what barriers -

they face.  And the answers are not -surprising. Women across. the
..country from all. wa1ks of life. ba51ca11y want the same th1ngs,v7‘
“They want. respect They want equal pay for the work. they do. -

= They want the opportunity to balance their work. and. fam11y

respon51b111t1es. And they don’t think they are gett1ng enough
of. the ch01ces they want 1n the1r 11ves ;now. 3;'

When the resu1ts of the survey were announced and the report,y

"dellvered -weé held a- press event at which three women spoke aboutl__~

-what it meant to them t0|part1c1pate in this survey "Women
Count." As each woman spoke I realized that they were in a way
. talking about my life and the lives of my friends. " . The first~

- 'woman talked about g01ng back to work, after her husband became .

.disabled, for the first tlme as an adult - a mature woman. And
hav1ng to go to work because she no longer would have  health
~insurance unless she got’a job with beneflts. The second woman
talked exc1ted1y about- the profes51on she was .in and how -
thrilling it was to make' the advances she was mak1ng " But how
~ guilty she felt because everyday when she came home she knew she
had to gear up and call out .that extra resource of. energy so that
“her family would not be cheated. And the ‘third woman' ta1ked . fy
.about making it- in a non—trad1t10na1 job for a woman, raising’

» three: daughters ‘as" a s1ng1e parent, overcoming .the obstacles that

‘too ‘often .still stand . 1n the way of each of us be1ng judged on
ixthe bas1s of our own mer1ts.,:.1, SR o . :
M I knew what they were ta1k1ng about and I 1mag1ne every
-woman “in’ ‘this- ‘room has some way of" relatlng to each’ of those -
~persona1 experlences.' Because in one way or another we are all -
fam111ar ‘with the rangetof émotions and: experlences that those' .
three women and the. thousand of others who f111ed out the
questlonnalres were te111ng us -about.. N : L
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" the individual stories of women' and- make them: part of this

. ‘their. llves.‘ T DR

What we now’ must dolis to take all of those pleces of"
individual ‘experience and aggregate them., Help to articulate- the

“vision that stand beyondithe indiv1dual experlences. ‘Help to

glve voice to women and their concerns and help to create an

- atmosphere of respect for the .choices that” women make. | Of course"‘

women are not. monollthlc" ‘We know that. .But as we spend more
time listening’ to one another and worklng with each other, we
find that the universe we inhabit has many. characterlstlcs in

,}~common. ‘We worry- about. our roles. We worry about our places.
We worry about. our famllles and relatlonshlps. 'We.worry about

our jobs. ‘And as: we’ worry we need to appreciate that those-

‘individual concerns have| a polltical cultural,\5001al economic,r"‘

and legal character as well ;J
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L One of the great thlngs that the Center has done is to take}‘

greater . apprec1atlon for ‘womens"’ lives and. challenges today I

know, and as both Marsha and Duffy. said, that we face new ' - {'"

challenges now., . We’ face. a ‘time in Wthh many of the hard fought

‘:v1ctor1es _that the Center and many -of the women in this ‘room and

the men 1n thls room struggled for w1ll be under attack

3

We “know. that many of the advances that women have made have
not been seen as they should be" seen as’ 1ncrea51ng the pie of

; opportunlty as expandlng the horizons for all of us; but as. belng_'
Coas zero/sum game, in which others have ‘lost because women have -

been given a.chance’ to fulfll their own potentlals. We know that -

p';there will be- many-. challenges in' the days ahead. . But what I hope":‘
‘is that each one of- us,|a11 of us who has in the past worked .on e

behalf of those .changes . that we thought. would make our country a -

" more just a fairer, more ‘humane, merciful, klnder place’ that

would give us all the opportunlty for a v151on of an America that
perhaps we were ‘raised with." And know1ng full well that we- could

l_never realize all. of what we hoped for, never—the—less we .
.continued to strive to make our. own contrlbutlon to the klnd of ST
~~nat10n we wanted to be part of ; : : o

But as’ we. recognlze what we ‘had always hoped for and worked'

- for and as we move intoija ‘new ‘set’ of challenges, that we remember
. why. we. becaneé 'involved. in the, first place - .that we recall the
--stories that stimulated’ the experlences that .each of us ‘bringito
... this. dinner :this evenlng. .And we. know that whether you are Janet
"~ vReno or:Ruth: Bader Glnsberg or any . of the ‘other -women. ploneers Ain 7
.~ the law, in. government,,or in buslness,.that you ‘have .much in .
. ...common with. every. other woman in olur country. . And. what we must
".do- now. i$’ make ‘common ground w1th ‘all women. We must make it. -
“clear that ‘advances for’women, protectlons for women, ch01ces for”

women,  are for all women. . There is no ‘special class. of women.’

‘What we want to do is to give - all of ‘our .children, men ‘and women.:

of ‘the future- the chance -to' make the ch01ces that are right for,u
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Lo And as we ‘end’ our: evenlng tonlght and as T look around thlséxi
" room and I sSee the faces of so many’ people who in the prlvate

. sector, and: the public sector, and -in the Bar, in advocacy . .
- groups, and- in so many causes of’ 1mportance have led the way,
‘have made the_ sacrlflces, I.ask with every expectatlon of.a "

"pos1t1ve answer that we not in the face .of these new. challenges

. give up on the vision th%t brlngs us here tonight - ‘that we . - o

. continue to work for what ‘We ‘believe in. - that we perhaps employ

- new ways of- communlcatlnq more effectlvely about that vision we..
.share and- ‘what we hope for every American = but that we redouble
- our commitment.  Because. I believe that in a time of transition - .

llke the one that we are undergoxng in our country now that those“h
voices that are represented in thlS room need to ‘be- heard more = '

“Lclearly that. ever. Because I"don’t think .that the -‘American ,
- people have voted in: any way to 'turn the’ clock back. What they

are_asking is. that we artloulate .clearly the . v1s1on ‘that we -

“share.. And that. we work in ways that make sense to them to move
tathat forward.

/;:‘_ o T L ;

We have two examples tonlght.f. We - have two examples

\~ton1ght ‘of women who- have crossed boundarles, have worked

tlrelessly, .and who - have made very clear their commitment. ' And
it is not a commitment that is-bounded by any- stereotyplcal llne
or demographlc group. Sylv1a works for all women and their:

. fdmilies. Fran works for all women and their famllles.k The. kKind
. of America that I think we share a vision of has to work’ for all -
" . women;, for all men, and‘for their’ families. And I am very’ s .
.confident that if the commitment and . energy of those in this. roomf

is clearly- artlculated and if we are willing to go back again and

.make our vision well—known that when it comes: to. maklng ch01ces
“in Amerlca most. Amerlcans will want’ to move forward if we give

“.

" them the reason to do so and help them have the confldence to'do”’

)
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And §0O° as we olose'an eVenlng 11ke thlS where we celebratez

B

:f~the great accompllshments of the’ Center, where we honor two .
.extraordinary women, let's draw strength from what has already

been achieved.’ Let's recognlze the challenges to the ma1ntenance~

. ..of those achlevements. ‘'And let’s not in: ‘any way\qlve ground on’
.what we believe is the Xind of -inclusive vision . of the sort of-
..America that we have all worked for. And . let’s go -forth to meet -
- the challenges -that are 'posed. confldently, optimistically, -and’
“~.with great: apprec1atlon for all. that has been done ‘before to be .
‘f;bullt upon. “Because:I- thlnk ‘in many ways ‘as Sylvia alluded, our

bestdays-are ahead. of us, ‘because therevs nothlnq like a good

V“Wflght for advocates to get energlzed over.; Thank you all very

much



