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MRS. CLINTON: Thank/You. Thank you very much. Thank you 
and let me add my word of/thanks and 'appreciation to Ellie who 
has been an inspiration, a mentor, a role model" and a friend for 
a number of years. And I! also want to thank her and Randy for 

,taking me in. I spent the night in th~t ?partment, which is 
command central for every/good cause·that crosses the Hudson. 
And the two of them together are such a wonderful partnership 
and I am so grateful 'for ~heir'friendship and leadership. 
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I want to thank Glo~ia Steinem for many things, but 
particularly for her fiftieth birthday when she said "this is 
what fifty looks like. It, /AlthoU9h'if you were as close to her as 
I am you would be wondering "why doesn't forty-seven ,look like '., 
that." And I am delighted to be here with Matilda and Donna two' 
women whom I respectgre~tly who are giving voice and leadership 
to important issues. And to Susan and the ,other leader,s from New 
York in the business co~unity, this isa remarkable event. And 
all of the individual wo~en who both have· presented and who, have 
been the recipients of the star Award~ I want to thank you. ' 
Thank you for what you. e~emplifY. But more than that, you are 
here both because of your accomplishments, but also because of 
your continuing commitmettt to other people. And I think that is, 
one of the real lessons pf this agenda and this morning. We need· 
always to take the time Ito remember where we came from, where we 
are going, and how we will help others along the way. And Ellie 
is absolutely right', to ~ave spent so many, years proving that 
women don't bond,- another one of those absurd misconceptions 
that I think were probably dreamed up in order to prevent us· from 
bonding, and prevent US/from helping each other, and prevent us 
from giving hands that will enable others to come along~ So I'm 
grateful for all of you/who have 'already shown that we not: only 
bond, but we have the opportunity through that kind of networking 
to help other women as well., 
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I want to say justi very ,briefly, be~ause I know most of you 
have to get to work - and bel.ng a full tl.me volunteer my schedule 
is more flexible than i!t use to be. I want to say a few words . 
about· the agenda that ~ou are undertaking through this remarkable 
coalition. Because after all it is important to recognize 
individual women, but t is critical to the futures of all of us,· 
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no matter how successful wL might be at this moment in time, to 
remember the millions and ~illions of women and men and children 
who will benefit from the results of your coalescing work around 
the issues you have identi!fied. 

/ . . 

And I say that in a ~ay to urge you on, and to challenge you 
to continue through your qwn individual efforts, through your own 
community and corporate effortsi but through this very exciting 
coalition above all./ . . 

We recently
. 

completed
I 

in the administration a remarkable 
. .

study that .some of you may know about and even have helped with 
called "Working Women. Coun.t." And what we did was·. to ask women 
what was going on in their lives and what they wanted to see 

1 • • •
happen for them and for the1r futures. We rece1ved over two 
hundred and fifty thousand questionnaIres filled in by women all: 
over the country.. There ~ere very few surprises - but much good 
information and reinforce~ent for what a womens agenda for our 
country could truly be. I . 

. Women talked about their work lives, their family lives, 
what they hoped to· see adcomplished. They talked in very 
specific and almost persdnal terms about what it was like trying 
to get a job, keep a jOb'l go back to work, raise a" family. At 
the eyent where we unvei]ed the final results, three women spoke. 
And I sat there listening to them because in a way they . ' 

. represented all of us at/one point or another in our own lives. 
·The first woman who spoke, spoke about having gone to work mid
way through her life because her husband had become disabled. 
And she needed to go to *ork in order to get a job that had 
health care benefits. Artd what it meant to her to have her first 
job for pay outside the home in many years· - and the challenges

I

she confronted. ! 
The second woman who spoke was in.her small company, a 


rising star. Anxious tol do well, anxious to impress her 

superiors, anxious to continue her own pattern of success, but 

also beset by guilt abOlit the time away from her family 

particularly her child. i She talked about what it was like to 

come home at the end of la·long day knowing that her son needed 

her attention for homework, and all of the things that children 

r·equire.. And having to /summon up .that extra energy in order to 

give to him and her husband what she wanted share with them.


I .. . . 
And the third woma~ who spoke had made her way into a non

traditional kind of profession. The sort that we still marvel at 
when we see women doingl She had been a single parent. She had 
raised three daughters ~lbne. And she talked about how all she 
really wanted on the job-was the respect that she thought she had 
earned. I 

I 
II . 

I 
I 2I 
I 
I 

I 
I 



I 

I 

I 

I 
J 

As I sat there listeding to these three women I thought, 
there go all of us at one [point or another. And I remembered my 
own years of wondering what I would do, wondering how I could do 
it, wondering how I could/balance. And the words of those women 
have stayed with me. Andlthe'agenda that you have identified for 
+995 is'one that is truly Ian every womans agenda. But'it is one 
that will take perhaps some redoubled efforts for us to pursue.. , I ' 

The.firstitem, womens health, I cannot say often enough how 
important it is that we both recognize the special health needs 
of women, which we are fihally, finally beginning to do.' And 
that we assure, we assure Imeans for meeting those needs. 

When I first started/ working on health c'are reform and was 
immersed in reading all that I coui~I was stunned to read that 
the first clinical trialsl for breast cancer were carried out on' 
men.' I thought I had mis~ead and I kept reading it thinking, you 
know, I'm really loosing lit.· Finally I picked up the phone and 

~~!!~d :~~et~!tte:s~;~P!d !;~I~o~~ !!~~ O~;ilY~~~ !~d~~dh!;ew:s 

federal commitment to wo~en's health heeds and we are pursuing an 
aggressive agenda on behcilf of those needs. But we also have to 
recognize 'that many wome~ will still, go without the care they 
deserve to have until welrecognize every person should be 
entitled to quality health care benefits and that's something 
that we should continue to work'for.

,I . 
The second item on the agenda, jobs and the economy, we need 

not only to continue as we have done for the .last twenty months 
to see an increase in jobs, but also to recognize the quality of 
jobs, the income that go~s with those jobs, the benefits that, 
those jobs carry -- are particularly important for women because 
many women have the responsibility of 'being the sole breadwinner. 
And for many women they are still not able to fulfill their 
economic responsibilitie~ "to their family because their job· 
opportunities areeithe~ not as available as they need to be or 
do not carry the income ~nd benefits that are required. So we 
have to continue to think about ways to grow our economy and 
provi~e m?re incentives /for the kind of expansion we have been 
exper1enc1ng.: , ', . . I ",. 

And as part of jobs and the economy we need in these next . 
mOl)ths to come up.with cf. decent welfare reform proposal that will 
move people from welfare to work, but will also recognize that 
there are some skills a~d some training and some child care and 
health needs that will also have to be met. Unless we want to

I ' 
see literally thousand and thousands of people on our, streets and 
face the.unbelievable attd absurd idea of, putting children into 
orphanages because their mothers cannot get a job. 
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The third item on thJ agenda that you have adopted is the 
media. And there are many representatives of the media here -.,' 
many in positions of power and importance•. And I know how 
difficult this issue is t9 address. I just hope that we. pegin to 
appreciate what we have dene to ourselves and what we are doing 
to our children with ast~ady diet of the kind of media images 
and information that too bften distorts reality - that too often 
gives children the idea that their futures are beset by violence' 
and limitation and dysfunptional images. It is time for those of 
us who are adults to go a~ead and recognize that" television has. 
become in many ways the most pervasive influence on our families. 
And unless we have the petsonal courage to turn it off and 
monitor it - and unless w~ have some collective will to change 
the messages as well as the medium that delivers. it, we cannot 
ever expect our children ~o have the kind of understa~ding of the 
world that can come through a more balanced presentat~on. And I 
hope that you will work alIso for ways of improving .the way women 
are presented in the med~a. 

The fourth item on Jhe agenda which susan'mentioned is 
domestic violence, Whichlwe made great progress on with the 
passage of the crime bill. Because for the very first time the 
federal government recognized domestic violence as a significant 
issue that affects womenJ And there are new ways through the 
crime bill, through funding in the crime bill for cities like New 
York - and your mayor wh6 has made domestic violence a priority 
to begin .to have the toois to address domestic violence. But, 
this is an issue that we/all have to recognize. It goes very 
deeply into our culture and our society. And I hope that the 
work that you are doing here in New York will serve as' an example 
so that the rest of the bountry will organize around this issue 
and do what it can to try to address it. And address it in ways 
that both men and women can respond positively to. Because it 
really is.talking about ~he quality of our relationships 
together. It is not mer1ely stopping violence, it is creating a 
more open, responsive, rlespectfuI, environment in which our most 
intimate relationships a're played out. And I think this is a 
critical issue to contirtue to address. 

I 
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Your next issue - city issues. For someone who did not grow 
up in New York, who canrtot claim all of the wonderful anecdotes 
that so many of your sp~akers who receive stars can - I love New 
York. And I hope that you will take the issues of this city on 
and do what you can to work with the administration here and the 
private sector here. A~d I also hope that ypu will do a little 
bit of the kind of missionary work that is needed. We do not 
need a split in our couAtry between our urban areas and our 

• !. •suburban areas. I th~nf·that ~s one of the ~mportant problems 
that we are going to be! facing. Suburbs could not exist without 
cities. To often those of us who grew up in suburbs forget that • 
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Andl hope those of you w~o care about and cherish this city will 
make it clear to your neighbors that the ,synergy between the 
great centers of culture and business'and politics that cities 
like New York are,' working with the suburbs around it'is really 
the way to create the kind of opportunity and growth that we need 
generally. And,that is aft issue that I anticipate will become

• I . . . 
one that we,w111 have to address. And for those of us who love 
your city, I hope you tak~ it on with a great amount of vigor.

I ' 
And finally, the work

I 

you are doing on corporate and non~ 
profit boards. It,is impbrtant in both the private and non
profit sector to have mor~ voices represented and to listen to 
those voices. I think th~t you ,heard from so many remarkable 
women this morning. And 'knowing that the roles they are playing 
will continue to be enhanced in the fU,ture but particularly if we 
can expand the decision making roles that they and others will be' 
able to achieve. , 'I ' , ' " , 

These issues on yourj agenda all for: me are', related to the' 
women whom I heard when we heard about the Work1ng Women Count 
report. We all are lookihg for an opportunity to give voice to, 
the needs and the desiresl and the aspirations of women. That' 
voice can be both the individual voice of someone who has already 
achieved. But, it also ne$ds to be the voice that, sometimes isn't 
heard, from the women whol have the problems and the challenges
that we have either, never faced or we have left behind. And as, 
we listen to. those voicesl, those voices will . begin to make clear 
what the ch01ces women,hawe are and what ch01ces they want to 
make for themselves. onel of the great challenges we still face, 
is to over come the stere10types that still grip us. And ,to know 
that choices for women t~~ay are such a,broad array of 
possibilities. And none ;of us should be stereotyped. None ,of us 
should be put in the posi.tion of being told that our choices are' 
illegitimate. Whether we' are full time homemakers, full time' 
career wome~, or engaged lin the juggling act that so ,many of us 
do, our ch01ces should b~ respected for what they are~And 
knowing that they may verilY well change in the course of our 
lives. ' 

, sci giving,voice to durselves" giVing voice to other women 
respecting and enhancing Ithe choices', that,we all' have, and then 
finally, having a vision f.orour own lives and, the lives of our 
friends, our neighbors, and the life of our community. That's· 
what, this great gathering for me is about. Voices, choices, and 
vision. And I hope that leaCh one of us will leave here this 
morning energized and recommitted with, ,as someone 'said, the 
passion and purpose of arl ,Ellie Gugenheimer(phonetic), knowing 
that we can make a difference. Maybe a ,difference in the life of 
a child, maybe the diffe~ence in the life of a co-worker, maybe
the difference in the life of a corporation or a city. But we, ' 
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have such opportun1ty now. 

aqenda for the future one 
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Let's use 1t and let's make the 

that we all are committed to achievinq. 

End 
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