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MRS. CLINTON: Thank?you. Thank you very much. Thank you
and let me add my word of 'thanks and appreciation to Ellie who
has been an inspiration, a mentor, a role model, and a friend for
a number of years. And I also want to thank her and Randy for
taking me in. I spent the night in_that apartment which is

fcommand central for every good cause- e that crosses the Hudson.
And the two of them together are such a wonderful partnership

and I am so grateful for thelr frlendshlp and leadership.
f

"I want to thank Glorla Steinem for many thlngs but
particularly for her fiftieth birthday when she said "this is
what fifty looks like." |Although if you were as close to her as
I am you would be wonderlng "why doesn’t forty-seven look like
that." And I am dellghted to be here with Matilda and Donna two"
women whom I respect greatly who are giving voice and leadership
to 1mpcrtant issues. And to Susan and the other leaders from New
York in the business communlty, this is a remarkable event. And
all of the individual women who both have presented and who have
been the recipients of the Star Award, I want to thank you.
Thank you for what you. exempllfy. But more than that, you are
here both because of your accomplishments, but also because-of
your continuing commltment to other people. And I think that is.
one of the real lessons of this agenda and this morning. We need"
always to take the time ‘to remember where we came from, where we
are going, and how we w111 help others along the way. And Ellie
is absolutely right to have spent so many years proving that
women don’t. bond - another one of those absurd misconceptions
that I think were probably dreamed up in order to prevent us from
bondlng, and prevent us | from helping each other, and prevent us
from giving hands that will enable others to come along. So I'm
grateful for all of youfwho have already shown that we not only
bond, but we have the opportunlty through that klnd of networklng
to help other women as well

I want to say just;very brlefly, because I know most of you
have to get to work ~<and being a full time volunteer my schedule
is more flexible than 1t use to be. I want to say a few words .
about the agenda that you are undertaklng through this remarkable
coalition. Because after all it is important to recognize
individual women, but it is critical to the futures of all of us,



no matter how successful we might be at this moment in time, to
remember the millions and millions of women and men and children
‘'who will benefit from the results of your coalescing work around
the issues you have identified. , :

And I say that in a way to urge you on, and to challenge you
to continue through your own individual efforts, through your own
community and corporate efforts, but through this very exciting
coalition above all.

We recently completed in the administration a remarkable
study that some of you may know about and even have helped with.
called "Working Women. Count " And what we did was:to ask women
what was going on in their lives and what they wanted to see
happen for them and for their futures. We received over two
hundred and fifty thousand questionnaires filled in by women all:
over the country. There were very few surprises - but much good
information and reinforcement for what a womens agenda for our
country could truly be.

. Women talked about their work lives, their family lives, .
what they hoped to see: accomplished. They talked in very
specific and almost personal terms about what it was like trying
to get a job, keep a job, go back to work, raise-a family. At
the event where we unvelled the final results, three women spoke.
And I sat there listening to them because in a way they
. represented all of us at |one point or another in our own lives.
‘The first woman who spoke, spoke about having gone to work mid-
way through her life because her husband had become disabled.
And she needed to go to work in order to get a job that had
health care benefits. And what it meant to her to have her first
job for pay outside the home in many years - and the challenges
she confronted. / »

The second woman who spoke was in her small company, a
rising star. Anxious to/ do well, anxious to impress her
superiors, anxious to contlnue her own pattern of success, but
also beset by guilt about the time away from her family
particularly her child.f She talked about what it was like to
come home at the end of a long day knowing that her son needed
her attention for homework, and all of the things that children
require. .And having to [summon up that extra energy in order to
give to him and her husband what she wanted share with them.

And the third woman who spoke had made her way 1nto a non-
traditional kind of profe551on. The sort that we still marvel at
when we see women doingl She had been a single parent. She had
raised three daughters alone. And she talked about how all she
really wanted on the job was the respect that she thought she had
earned. . -
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‘As I sat there listening to these three women I thought

~ there go all of us at one[p01nt or another. And I remembered my

own years of wondering what I would do, wondering how I could do
it, wondering how I could |balance. And the words of those women -

have stayed with me. And /the agenda that you have identified for
1995 is one that is truly jan every womans agenda. But it is one

that will take perhaps some redoubled efforts for us to pursue.

The first ‘item, womens health, I cannot say often enough how
- important it is that we both recognize the special health needs -
of women, which we are flnally, finally beginning to do. And
that we assure, we assure)means for meeting those needs.

When I first startedfworking on health care reform and was
immersed in reading all that I coudd, I was stunned to read that
the first clinical trials| for- breast cancer were carried out on:
men. I thought I had misread and I Kept reading it thinking, you
know, I’m really loosing |it.  Finally I picked up the phone and
called some of the people at NIH to find out, yes, indeed it was
true. And that wasn’t so very long ago. Well now we do have a
federal commitment to women s health needs and we are pursuing an
aqgre551ve agenda on behalf of those needs. But we also have to
recognize that many women will still go without the care they
deserve to have until we recognlze every person should be
entitled to quality health care benefits and that’s somethlng
that we should continue to work. for. o

. The second item on the agenda, jobs and the economy, we need
not only to continue as we have done for the last twenty months
to see an increase in- jobs, but also to recognize the quality of
jobs, the  income that goes with those jobs, the benefits that.
those jobs carry -- are particularly important for women because
many women have the respon51blllty of being the sole breadwinner.
And for many women they are still not able to fulfill their
economic respon31b111t1ee ‘to their family because their job -
opportunities are. elther not as available as they need to be or
do not carry the income and benefits that are required. So we
have to continue to thlnk about ways to grow our economy and
prov1de more 1ncent1vesffor the kind of expansion we have been
experiencing. | :

And as part of jObS and the economy we need in these next
months to come up with a decent welfare reform proposal that will
- move people from welfare to work, but will also recognize that
there are some skills and some tralnlng and some child care and
" health needs that will also have to be met. Unless we want to
see literally thousand and thousands of people on our streets and
face the unbelievable and absurd idea of putting children into
orphanages because thelr mothers cannot get a Jjob.
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The third item on the agenda that you have adopted is. the

media. And there are many representatives of the media here -
many in p051t10ns of power and importance. And I know how
difficult this issue is to address. I just hope that we begin to
appreciate what we have done to ourselves and what we are doing
to our children with a steady diet of the kind of media images
and information that too often distorts reallty - that too often
gives children the idea that their futures are beset by violence
and limitation and dysfunctlonal images. It is time for those of
us who are adults to go ahead and recognlze that” television has.
become in many ways the most pervasive influence on our families. .
And unless we have the personal courage to turn it off and
monitor it - and unless we have some collective will to change
the nessages as well as the medium that delivers. it, we. cannot
ever expect our children to have the kind of understandlng of the
world that can come through a more balanced presentatlon. And I
hope that you will work also for ways of lmprov1ng the way women
are presented in the medila.

" The fourth item on the agenda which Susan mentioned is
domestic violence, whichfwe made great progress on with the
passage of the crime blll. Because for the very first time the
federal government recognlzed domestic violence as a significant
issue that affects womenl And there are new ways through the
crime bill, through fundlng in the crime bill for cities like New
- York - and your mayor who has made domestic violence a priority -
to begln to have the tools to address domestic violence. But.
this is an issue that we|all have to recognize. It goes very
deeply into our culture and our society. And I hope that the:
work that you are doing here in New York will serve as an example
so that the rest of the country will organize around this issue
‘and do what it can to try to address it. And address it in ways
that both men and women pan respond positively to. Because it
really is‘talking about the quality of our relatiQnShips
together. It is not merely stopping violence, it is creating a
more open, responsive, respectful environment in which our most
intimate relatlonshlps are played out. And I think thls is a
critical issue to contlnue to address.

Your next issue - 01ty issues. For someone who did not grow
up in New York, who cannot claim all of the wonderful anecdotes
. that so many of your speakers who receive Stars can - I love New
York. And I hope that you will take the issues of this city on
and do what you can to work with the administration here and the
private sector here. And I also hope that you will do a little
bit of the kind of m1351onary work that is needed. We do not
need a split in our country between our urban areas and our
"suburban areas. I thlnk that is one of the important problems
that we are going to be(fac1ng. Suburbs could not exist without
cities. To often those|of us who grew up‘in suburbs forget that.




And I hope those of you who care about -and cherish this c1ty will
make it clear to your nelghbors that the synergy between the

E great centers of culture and business-and politics that cities

like New York are, worklné with the suburbs around it is really
the way to create the kind of opportunity and growth that we need
generally. And that is an issue that I anticipate will become
one that we will have to address. And for those of us who love
your city, I hope you take it on w1th a great amount of vigor.

‘And finally, the work you are doing on corporate and non-

" profit boards. It is 1mportant in both the private and non-
profit sector to have more voices represented and to listen to
those voices:. I think that you heard from so many remarkable
women this morning. And know1ng that the roles they are playing
will continue to be enhanced in the future but particularly if we
can expand the decision maklng roles that they and others will be:
able to achieve. :

These issues on your}agenda all for me are related to the
women whom I heard when we heard about the Working Women Count
report. We all are looklng for an opportunity to give voice to.
the needs and the. desires and the asplratlons of women. That-
voice can be both the 1nd1v1dual voice of someone who has already
achieved. But it also needs to be the voice that. sometimes isn’t
heard, from the women who[have.the,problems and the challenges
that we have either, never faced or we have left behind. And as.
we listen to those voices,, those voices will begin to make clear
what the choices women have are and what choices they want to -
make for themselves. Onel of the great challenges we still face
is to over come the stereotypes that still grip us. And to know
that choices for women today are such a. broad array of
possibilities. And none of us should be stereotyped. None of us
should be put .in the position of being told that our choices are:
illegitimate. Whether we are full time homemakers, full time:
career women, oOr engagedlln the juggling act that so many of us
do, our choices should be respected for what they are. And
knowing that. they may- veﬂy well change 1n the course of our
lives. ‘

" So giving .voice to ourselves, giving voice to other women
respecting and enhan01ng[the choices that we all have, and. then
finally having a vision for our own lives and the lives of our
friends, our neighbors, and the life of our community. That’s
what this great gatherlng for me is about. Voices, choices, and
vision. And I hope that |each one of us will leave here this
mornlng energized and recommltted with, as someone said, the
passion and purpose of an Ellie Gugenhelmer(phonetlc), know1ng
that we can make a dlfference. Maybe a difference in the life of
a child, maybe the dlfference in the life of a co-worker, maybe.
the difference in the 11fe of a corporation or a city. But we
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have such opportunity nby.
agenda for the’future one th

Let’s use it and let’s make the A
at we all are committed to achieving.

End



