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THE WHITE HOUSE

..;foioe of the Press Secretary

'

Eebruary 10, 1995‘

'REMARKS BY THE 'FIRST LADY 1
- AT A MEMORIAL SERVICE _FOR'
: JAMES P. GRANT L

" MRS. CLINTON-' To the Grant. famlly, to the Secretary
General to the dlstlngulshed members of UNICEF. and the United’
Nations who are represented here, to all those ‘who are friends of .
Jim Grant, and friends of chlldren, I was very honored to be '
“asked to speak here today- because I con51der Jim Grant to be one
of the great Americans of our - century. He came from a family of
-crusaders and he contlnued to crusade on behalf of a better “world
- for all people, but partlcularly for chlldren.“‘

. A recent ‘editorial agout hlS death summed 1t up I thlnk .
well. It is probably safe to say that James Grant was
respon51b1e for saving ‘moree lives over the ‘past flfteen years
than any other person in the worid. He did that by challenglng
all of us. .He did that by settlng goals for. all of us to asplre
to achieve. And he did that by creatlng low’'cost, low tech ways
~ to intervene on behalf of chlldren‘ To in h1s words, "outsmart

f poverty " : :

A The first time I ever heard of Jlm Grant ‘Was. when 'he was
'engaged in the struggle to try to convince infant formula
companies not to promote thelr products. in countries where
feeding children was often something very difficult to do safely.
'I next met him when we came to the White House and I was, as all
" of you were, struck 1mmed1ately that upon meetlng him he reached
"into his pocket and pulled out a packet that looked like this --
"Oral Rehydratlon Therapy{“ And he pointed it out, as he did I
assume to dozens and dozens of us in this great cathedral,. as one
" of the ea31est and certalnly cheapest ways to save chlldrens'
lives. That was Jim Grant -- high aspirations for the human -
‘condition, challenges to all ‘of us, but firmly planted here on
this earth with ideas about what could be done practlcally every
day. . Whether it was mothers milk, or 1od121ng the salt, or
prov1d1ng wvitamin-A, he was constantly coming up wlth new ways
that all of us could save children. : ; R
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" Certainly one of his |greatest hopes was that the United
 Nations Convention on the |Rights of the Child would serve as a.
statement of princip e that would guide us into the next century.
Therefore, I am pleased to announce that the United States will
‘sxgn the Unlted Natlons Conventlon on the nghts of the child.

‘ Thls mornlng the Pre51dent 1nstructed Secretary of State

. Christopher to take the necessary steps to that effect.. Our
~Ambassador to the United Natlons, Madeline Albright, w111 sign
‘the Convention on behalf of the United States next week. . Nobody
fought harder than Jim Grant for. this Convention and its noble"

- cause to promote the well- belng and protect the ba81c rlghts of
chlldren throughout the world ,

' That was the last thlng he talked to me about when I spoke
last with him shortly befqre his death. I know how happy and
‘proud he would have been to see our country add its name to the
Convention. We owe it to |him and to the chlldren to whom he
dedlcated his llfe

Thank you Jim Grant for ‘being our consc1ence, our.. example

- and our spur. - And I hope |all of us will continue to do our best
. to live up to your hopes for this world and its children.
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‘ MRS. CLINTON: To the Grant family, to the Secretary
General, to the. dlstlnguﬂshed members of UNICEF and the United
Nations who are represented here, to all those who are friends of
Jim Grant, and friends of children, I was very honored to be
asked to speak here today because I consider Jim Grant to be one
of the great Americans of our century. He came from a family of"
crusaders and he continued to crusade on behalf,of a better world

for all people, but partﬂcularly for children.

A recent editorial. about his death summed it up I think -
well, It is probably safe to say that James Grant was
responsible for saving more lives over the past fifteen years
than any other person in {the world. He did that by challenglng
all of us. He did that by setting goals for all of us to aspire
to achieve. And he did that by creating low cost, low tech ways
to intervene on behalf of children. To 1n his words, Youtsmart
poverty." |

The first time I ever heard of Jim Grant was when he was
engaged in the struggle to try to convince infant formula
companies not to promote {their products in countries where :
feeding children was often something very difficult to do safely.
I next met him when we came ‘'to the White House and I .was, as all
of you were, struck 1mmed1ate1y that upon meeting him he reached
into his pocket and pulled out a packet that looked like this --
"Oral Rehydration Therapg." And he pointed it out, as ‘he did I
assume to dozens and dozens of us in this great cathedral as one
of the easiest and certamnly cheapest ways to save chlldrensf ;
lives. That was Jim Grant -- high aspirations for the human
condition, challenges to @ll of us, but firmly planted here on
this earth with ideas about what could be done practically every
day. Whether it was mothérs milk, or 1od1z1ng the salt, or
providing vitamin A, he was constantly coming up with new ways
that all of us could save! children.
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Certainly one of his greatest hopes was that the United
‘Nations Convention on thb Rights of the Child would serve as a
statement of principle that would guide us into the next century.
Therefore, I am pleased to announce that the United States will .
51gn ‘the United Nations Convention on the nghts of the child. -

This morning the Pre51dent 1nstructed Secretary of State
Christopher to take the necessary steps to that effect. Our
Ambassador to the Unlted\Natlons, Marilyn Albright, will sign the
Convention on behalf of the United States next week. Nobody
fought harder than Jim Grant for this Convention and its noble
cause to promote the well-belng and protect the basic rights of
children throughout the world. - -

That was the last thing he talked to me about when I spoke
last with him shortly before his death. I know how happy and
proud he would have been Fo see our country add its name to the
Convention. We owe it to him and to the children to whom he
dedicated his life.

Thank you Jim Grant for being our conscience, our example

and our spur. And I hopeLall of us will continue to do our best
to live up to your hopes for this world and its children,
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