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A"' MRS CLINTON. Thank you very much John for this }f,,

‘~extraord1nary honor.. Thank you Dave for that gracious - =~ -+

© introduction and thank you also- for Amerltech’s sponsorshlp of .~

~ “those White House performances wh1ch have meant so much to so ‘
many people. el o v o .

, N . / .
. . - ,_..‘ /

I am dellghted to be}here.f It has been a wonderful day for o

" me- to be reliving a._ lot .of the experlences and memories that arn

sO0 meaningful' to me about[hav1ng ‘grown’ up in Ch1cago.' It’s - .

jalways good to be home but it’s especially-a great: honor to -

o receive this . (1naud1blen from all of. you who do so. much on

behalf of this city which

‘ ,reason it -is, we were tabklng at our dinner table, ls because of

';far-s1ghted and effect1ve leadersh1p over the years. And we are: .

blessed to have .such leadership again in this city. We are

"¢ blessed to have a mayor who has' -‘been. thlnklng about better ways

'wl”to prov1de essent1al serv1ces that many ‘people. take for - granted_‘~,..'”

For years a mayor who: began re1nvent1ng government long before Ci

"' that term was even. colned on’ the ‘national: level., And I’m

grateful that Mayor Dalylhas g1ven a leadersh1p that this city
needs  at this point in 1ts history --. and has set a real example
for urban. 1nnovatlon that 'is being looked .at’ by mayors and otheru

ffclty leaders who are- around the country. And I appreclate on a

personal level the. fr1endsh1p and support that ‘he. and Maggie - havevf.
given to’ the Presldent and me because we' care deeply about th1s"
c1ty wh1ch has meant so much to USu.”m‘. : ,

And I’m also dellghted to be ‘here w1th Governor Edgar and

‘Brenda._ We have all recognized that IllanlS is the natlons

:f heartland and for those of ‘us. who grew up here- and feel :
"~(1naud1ble) we look forward ‘to working w1th the Governor and theﬂ

Mayor and the other, 1eaders of Illinois’ durlng the next- years‘to'\

- make Ch1cago and Illlnols even better places to llve, and to
"work, and to raise a famlly. -And it is exciting to see the kind-
. of partnershlp the C1v1c Federatlon represents._ Worklng hand to_ .
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I believe is‘one of the great ‘cities’ of ;“
the. world == not just:of the United States., “And probably the
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h'ﬂhand - and I'm confident‘of the leadership of Bill (inaudible)
'future as’ effectlvely in ‘the next years ‘as 'in- the previous one-

,_hundred years 'to bring to thefforefront problems to make sure i
that nothing is overloaded as we attempt to make this city and

Tﬂwother cities work more effectively

L For someone who grewlup and Chicago and has followed the S
;'history of, Chicago with great ‘interest, it is: exciting to see the‘,

feeling .of reform still. in the air. It may -be different than it: 35“,

was one hundred years ago. when the people who brought their :
- v151on about Chicago to the forefront’ by. forming Civic Federation';,
dealt with the problems of their time, but it’s the same- spirit :
and maybe’ those of you in, ‘this room and across this city that. «
'brings us here to celebrate this C1v1c Federation accomplishment.;

‘ 3 think if ve Just take a minute ‘and consider how Chicago s
- _history has beéen a real - beacon of SOClal reform.’ And reflect on '
" the days of places 1like the Hull House ‘or: even consider the ‘
‘giants that came together to form this organization. We. know

that they were primarily motivated by the studies 'that were done ,Ti‘
' -around; the turn of the century con51der1ng what was_happening - in.

‘Chicago =-- the lives of the people to.the- level of corruption .

. (inaudible) . haS\already been talked about. But generally trying\

‘to determine: how could: weldo something better ‘and smarter ‘to ,&.‘f
- solve. the inevitable human problems that will afflict ‘us:

‘v'throughout hlstory no matter what we do, ‘but how can we: govern

' dourselves to make the most of our peoples talents. This: . - - .

tradition’ of responSible c1v1c 1nvolvement is at the root of the

*];American experience —~'not ]ust the Chicago experience. But some
.. places in our . country have done it better ‘and stayed at it

. longer. And that is . one' bf the really: 81gn1f1cant features of y
fwhat you are celebrating tonight. , o

R & recently came’ across a speech that Jane Adams gave at’ the

Yoo

1'Union B Club (phonetic) almost 94. years ago to this day.u It was L

" ‘ostensibly. a .tribute to Gborge Washington and a celebration of
. 'his birthday. But rather than talk just. about” President =
' Washingtons accomplishments ‘she chose to talk about. his great ,
spirit and to ‘take what: he had done in his ‘life as an example for .
-.'Wwhat all of us should think about. doing as citizens. . She said "
"then . == and it equally’ relevant today, "if America wants to keep'”\

A, movxng forward it would. need George Washingtons spirit-as a

. soldier. .The spirit that allows ‘us to rise or to fall with a- "
,pause, to. put our lives qn ‘the line for something that we believe
- in. We would need this spirit also ‘as' a.statesman -~ a. spirit

" that helps. us uphold thelideal ‘of. equality and opportunity for |

‘all. And we would need hlS spirit-as a citizen -- a spirit of

vp- patriotism that at:the end of his life would make him regard

. slavery as. antithetical to our democratic. princ1ples. In order’
for the nation to 1ive up to George Washington S spirit and

' e | . UMORE . i
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wﬁf fﬁxtstandard of greatness," Jane Adams said Mwe will have to rouse. -

l ~here this evening, because I think its important these days to-
. think seriously" about what constitutes a good and patriotic .+
.society. Her definition of civic virtue is still mirrored -in

our national conSCiences as well as our national pride.?“

I. thought about her speech “and her example before coming

this ‘distinguished organization nearly a century later. ‘And it

' also’ reflects what many. who are in leadership in our country
' today; both in gcvernment and in- private sector, are struggling
i.to stand for as well. ~¢~s3‘;, . " C :

xa,;‘,

‘It is important as (inaudible) says in our program, that we B
have to think about how to make government. work better and -

. shmarter.- 'The - debate: about whether government should be bigger or -
- smaller really misses the. pOint. "It is like my husband has said .-

* . on many occasions --.we. sbould ‘not be trying to move the country.
‘to the right or theleft, but to be solving problems together so
we.can move forward. . . Most ‘of our: problems ‘do not ' fit any easy . ,
' partisan, slogan. “Most of our problems instead are really to be h

. 'looked at and solved. (inaudible) what - we need by civic Co '
’,cvresponsibility.,;. S , Wr‘ R

‘,e

2T think it’s very exciting ‘that a lot of the ideas that

f"germinated at the end of last century are once again germinating o
. ~at the end of this century. You probably heard the President.
. talk-+of his idea of a New. Covenant for America -=-'a way of .

talking both about creating a new economy, and: making our

3~government more effective| "but also about. making us' better, more“
-informed, more responSible citizens. Yes, government has to be . = .
leaner and more efficient: but each of us also has to do’ ‘our part.:z

We have to think. clearly about who we .are as citizens and what:

"\our responsibilities are., ‘We have to try to lay’ down ‘the

‘ugroundwork .for ‘the. hext generation ‘so -that they too 'will have the“"

opportunities that we. have taken for granted.: We have to
recreate the link between opportunity offered and responSibility :
taken so that individuals will once again understand what their -
roles;/are as members of the families,. as workers, as business.
leaders, as public officials -~ fulfilling all.of the various

' that:-are required in a complex society such as ours.. - From the o

perspective 'of -one pOint of view, that of the President’

- responding ‘to Jane Adams’ requests that we think of our national

consoience .as yell ‘of" our national pride, we clearly. under his

“;conoept in..the New Covenent have to continue to rebuild our

economy, ‘to make". sure that conditions .exist for business to -

'}Aflourish for workers to have good decent jobs with- rising

:fincomes,\so that all of us can-be more: ‘secure. - Benjamin Franklin"ii

'ﬂjfonce talked about eccnomip ‘security being a-measure of family = .
.. stability and we certainly know now .that proving good jobs that =~

‘; provide good wages -is a: ‘Key to’ stabilizing the lives of our o
\ .families here and Chicago and throughout our entire country.sgta“lx
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So the economlc agenda before us and what the 01v1cf "
" to be very ‘important in the years. to come. Equally 1mportant
tOfrebuild not only an effectlve functioning government in so .
many areas, ‘not only at the national and -the state level, but

,,new tlme. There are. many}thlngs that have. been accomplished Do
already at the national level and arso here’ in this state. We
are very' pleased ‘that - we’ ve begun ‘to (1naud1ble) back the . ,
government at least ‘at the federal level the smallest it’s been

procurement are flnally brought under control, and hopefully the
day of the $300 camera w1th the leglslatlon that ‘the President
also have to recognlze that as we make’ these changes in

have had to make some very tough- dec1s1ons, the cr1t1cal 1ssues

. 1s (1naud1ble) what is. the m1ss1on9 s

. - l' ! )
Sl ;

butlalso the honor comes at a partlcularly approprlate time
because Sears has been redeflnlng its mission. What does Sears -

'f mean? Who does Sears serve?. (1naud1ble) government the same

kind of" guestlons ‘have. toibe asked. ' And again.we have to get -

. beyond the hyster1cal and;to a. great extent false ‘debate about

blgger and smaller or left ‘and right, but instead to define the N
. mission. Most people today in a complex society like ours. need
government to perform certain functlons.; But: those functions

role. - Just thlnk about all that government does.to make life
better for millions of Amerlcans everyday.u It feeds hungry .

- prepare - chlldren ‘for the: future. It helps ‘millions of Americans.

" workers who loose thelr jbbs and ¢overs through Medicare

- mammograms- for older women -- something that I was working on
today earlier. It funds: sc1ent1flc and. medical research that -
- will save lives (1naud1ble) “It tries to create partnershlps«

'and the public sector  to work together. There are’ many examples .
‘we could: all list and each of you could. have some of yours . to
‘add. - 'But we all know that: what we are engaged in now in our-
country and what to. some extent .the Civic Federatlon will ‘be

doing for you here in Chﬂcago isito try to find the mission of

' Hgovernment in todaye world more . clearly so that that mlss1on can

be carrled out more effect1vely.;~~
_ : I

; . ' MORE
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“here as you recognize at’ the “local’ level. .But we also have to do'- ‘
it in a way that clearly defines what are ‘the- (inaudible) in this .

Sears ‘was honored for decades of commltment to thls 01ty,:-f\

“children. It offers vacc1natlons that protect children from major
diseases.- It helps with programs like Headstart and educatlon to

. get educatlons through ‘flexible college ‘loans. It helps retraln,

Federation has outlined and what Bill was talklng ‘about .is’ going

".will be this challenge ‘of maklng government work better. We haveh'7;

_since.John Kennedy was 'president. ' The huge programs like- ‘defense |
passed are behlnd us. ' So| there are. ‘many areas where progress has -
been made where. reinvented government is- already\working.- ‘But we'

downs1zlng government just as. ‘many: of the businesses: in thls room}'

F—

‘must .be defined clearly and defined well. - Government has a vital

: through efforts like enterprlse zones to bring the" prlvate sector51
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lee many of you I have worked with c1v1c organizations for o

=many years. And the .good. 'ones -like. the. Civic Federation stay-
~around because" they ‘help bring people together around the table
"to help solve common problems.' That’s what we must be dolng ‘in’

government. And so bulldlng ‘a new economy, redefining the"
definition of government for the future are two parts. of how we.

.will respond to Jane Adams ‘challenge about our conscience.. But -

there’s the thlrd piece of ‘that that the Président calls in his

' New Covenant. And that '’ ls to restore a sense a’ 01tlzensh1p - to '

make it poss1ble for all of us to cooperate and care. about each -
other." : A R : o

i

) Earlier today I was at my old high school Mabe East

w.(phonetic) ‘and I met the students -- I visited classes and I had f
‘a- chance to talk to talk with a. group of senhiors -- and I was '

struck so- forcefully at’ how impressive: these: young people were.iff

»-And how eager they were to be a part of somethlng bigger than
. themselves. Maybe its- just in many ways very different: from

(1naudib1e) ‘days- thirty years ago when:I was. there when: there

- wasn’t very . much diversity. There was some ethnic diversity but

nothing like what'I found! today when I saw racial dlversity,rrf

| ,ethnic dlver51ty, 62> different 1anguages represented in the

student body. Children who were first generation ‘Americans.

'vworking side by side in'the computer labs with children whose

grandparents had’ graduated from the .sane hlgh school. "It was

;'such an exciting picture of ‘what America is and can become if we
take -our strengths and View those strengths as a sense of '
_citizenship and commit them to the future.‘., : .

Today the need for a|(inaud1b1e) responsxblllty and caring

is as great as ever. I couldn't ‘help but remember today because

I was in the ‘auditorium. where we had heard that President: Kennedy .
had been assassxnated., I remembered ‘how- Pre51dent Kennedy :

; }watching the Peace Corps and the thing he,placed in our -
" .generation that we could make the world a better place. . And
" today President Clinton 1s asking these. people that I saw " once

again to care: about the world. beyond our own personal. concerns. -

. -Whether it:'is to enter natlonal service. like the Americorps
. Program which is modeled: after the Peace .Corps to help pay for

college loans’ in. the future and perform communlty service. or

. -whether it is to do. somethlng else in a civic way to demonstrate
. your involvementain a greater ‘community. -- ‘helping ourselves by

helping . others. This.is la critical part of ‘a mission of the:

‘Civic Federation and I.would suggest for all of us restore an’
_ethos of service in- America. ‘Learning to emphaszze "we" 1nstead
of “me“ ‘is a particularly (1naud1ble) task.

;

Today our civil life in America is- suffering. We see a '

V:breakdown of values of tfadltions in our 1nstitutions ~="‘our .

V._VMORE,‘,\_
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sense of communlty., The absence of civil discourse ‘is only onevf

symptom.. We are experlenclng -what Professor Deborah Tannin

' (phonetic) calls "a Culture. of Routine” whether ‘than: dlscussion

and debate ‘aimed at maklng all of us come to a consensus and

" working together to solve‘problems, we have shouting matches --
- rhetorical wars of words.. You don‘t 1like ‘that - ‘person, ‘tear that

person down.  If you don't like ‘an idea, ‘tear that 'idea down. ‘
Instead of the kind of model that .the Civic. Federation represents,3

. we have equally (1naud1b1e) for attention. There are fifteen
'~ seconds of fame so . that they can feel important and put others

down’ without offering solutions.‘ This trend explains a great

jdeal of the distrust’ that has developed toward- government right
~ -now that people . feel for thelr 1eaders, toward the media, and '
. most of all toward each other. So we must ask our selves -- and
' I would imagine most 'of you in. the Civic ‘Federation will be ‘
asking yourselves =- how| will we - attempt to solve specific.
‘problens, restore a sense ‘of community,: restore a trust in
., government;, a trust in. ourselves as self-governlng people in a,

democracy, and a’ trust\ln!each other as citizens. Those of us

" who care deeply about .the: civic right of.our .country, of this .
:~~state, ‘and of this clty need to work‘ even harder to remind . people"‘
.. about their. obllgatlons to their’ larger. communlty. .We need to: :
/h.remlnd ourselves and all Amerlcans that promoting the common good‘f
°in a democracy- requires us to work together and to- prov1de each
. other with respect for the 1deas that are expressed. And. to

expect from- one another respons1b111ty as ve address problems
together. \ ‘ . :
= : ) : : :
I belleve that w1th the help of the 1nd1v1duals in rooms

flike this around America and with the help of . organlzed members
~.1ike the civic. ‘Federation|we can restore what Jane Adams - -

described as the "life of|a larger cause." The quality of life |

'in our Citles, our state,;and our country will benefit. We:can

make. government work. We|can make our economy work- .for-all

, ~work1ng people. We ' ‘can make our democracy work. And if we take
“on’ those  tasks, as all. of;our should ‘because of the bless1ngs we

. _have as Americans, then we can make the lives .of Amerlcans
.'stronger not only now but into the next century as well.
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