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Joan [.Brown CampbeI11
], Dr'. Rail:?er [Rye-'zer], leadership from 

the member churches of the National and World counqil's, all my 
frienp.s and 'people Il'iavei admired for many years~ I wish I could 

,be with you today ihAtlanta,' and' I would be there if'I were not 
,accompanying the p~esident on a 'State Visit to Canada. 

EV~~ f,rom a di~tanceli,it 'is a specfalprivileget~ l?e able 
to share in. this, magnific:ent celebration with" so many ~et; and 
women who g~ve of themsel~es-every day to renew ,the sp~r~tual 
,life and, moral str~ength o;f our, great country. "'", ' ' 

Every once in 'awhile';' Joan reminds me that this' group is not 
just a representation 'of ';church leaders, but of everyday 
Americans. She once told me that if the membership of 'all',of, your' 
,chur,ches' gathered 'togeth~r iIi ',a stadium' there would be 49 :million ' 
people in' the stands~ Arid, that was'a,rathergr~phic,reminder'that 
'you represent Americans f,rom J all walks 'of life, who' live and work 
and ~orship ~n every nei~hborhood -in America.' , 

You are t,ruly a visilon of the Church u~ited: the' heads of 
• • .' • I . I .' . '. .

h~stor~c Afr~can Amer~ca~ Churches, the'leadersh~p of'ma~nl~ne 


, churches" ,the, leaders of iOrthqdoxChurch,es and sigrlificant,' , , 

, representation'of the ROl11an Catholic'Chur'ch, including Cardinal 


, - ;Law, who' bears greetings 'from Hi,S Holiness ,the Pope. And it is' 
fitting that this c;tatheriJng of the ' ecumenical, family should be ,in 

',honor of Archb~shop Iako.Jos [yak...,.ka-VOHS], who has done 'so much ' 
, ,to pr6m6~e religious uni~y, in the fight for human dignity around 
,the world. ' , , , '" 

I
'\ I ' 

,Reflec1::.ing ,on the life and ministry of Archbishop I,akovos is 
,a truly humbling exercisEi; and I mean ,that',in the be'st sense'. It' 
was 40ye,ars ago that, th~s 'extraordinary man' was elevated to the 
episcopate~ ,And the President ,and I join in congratulating you, 
Your Eminel1ce, for your ntany contributionsol) behalf ,of the Greek 
orthodc;>x community aswelfl aS,our'larger national religious 
commun~ty. ' 

, , 

, .' I" '. '.. , We 'are ,grateful for ;your many"g~04 deeds, wh~ch are ,far too' 
numerous tOilist'right now, but especially your efforts to bring 

, I " . • • 
peace ,and 'harmony ,to ~ou1f.h Afr~ca and the M~ddle East, your " ' 
courageous s'tatements on' :behalf of, those suffering, in Bosnia and 
Haiti, your work to end 4iscrimination here at home, and your 

, ongoing efforts to create adial,ogue among 'all' of our religious 

" groups,. 
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We a'lsothank you for your great spirit. Because it is'your' 
spirit that has helped un:ite us, draw 'us together, ,bridge bur ' 
difference's, and teach us: about tole:;;ance,'compassion, courage ' 
and faith, 'even when thos~, ·feelings are hard to, summon. W'n.atever _" 

,our denomination, whatever 'our religious experIence, we all have', 
looked 'to you for inspiration, for moral guidance, for wisdom~ 

'and ,for' comfort,' and we wl:II 'continue, to rely on you t_o lead us .,.; 

in the right direc1;,ion in, the' years ahead,. ' . 
• • .. ~ . " 1 

Inafewweeks,we' will celebra,te the 30th anniversary of, 
Selma. Some' of you were there , as was, 'Archbishop Ialcovos. And 
when we·think back on that time, and the civil rights struggle we 

. were engaged'in aS/a,nation, and the courage required to fight 
',for humandigni'ty and value$' -..:. to' take that walk from ,Selma. to 

, " the'EdmundPettus Bridge ~~ we can ,see very clearly the great 
accomplishments born from: that struggle'. We can see the progress 
made on behalf of minorit~es, the ,disenfranchised, women, and 
others 'in our soci,ety who· are less advantaged. And we can .see' , 

. that our nation' is stronger ,for being .more inclusive-- and fori 
'recognizing the, image of" Goq'in every, member of, the human, family. , 

. .', . 
, , ~ I " ' , • 

But "if we iook 'around tis today we,c~n also' see a society in 
need of renewed spiritual; commitment and moral leadersh:ip. We see 
a/, spi:;;itual 'v~.quum in, Ainerica' tl1at, every day' affec:;:ts millions of, 
our, children. Your Eminence, and tpose of 'you who, marched in 

,Selma, you didn't risk yohr lives to 'watch the American family

"e 
 disintegrate... to watch 13-year-olds arm themselves with" ,
' '., ,I 

, , \automatic weapons and kill e,ach other 'over a pair 'Of tennis .spoes 
ora jacket ., • • ,to ,watc~'h6t>elessand helpless girls become'.: ,', 
parents themselves • .' ~ to-watch 10,-' and 11.;..year-olds in the ' 
,nation ~ s , capitalplantne~r funerals b~<?ause' they ,are so sure , 
they are., going to, die on ,the, streets. ,This is not .the definition 
of social progress arid fr~edomyou had in mind then ,or now. 

. ' ,': ..!." , ' .. t· _ •• 

• J " 

.. For all,theprog:t:essiwe have made~ we need only look around 
,ul? to see the breakdown of "civil soc,i~tyn --families,',' '" ,/ 
cOinmunities, civic organi~ations,andeveri'religious'institutions 
COllapsing under the weight of economic insecurity,' cynicism, , 
d~s'trust and fear. that do~inate too many .people's lives today. 

, , I , 

I often think how ironic it is that, 'we fought ,and won' the 
, Cold War, yet ,we a're now losing the war here at' home, on our 'own 
streets and in our I 'own' neighborhoods. 'And it is" our duty, tci turn-
that 'around.' ' ,,: ~ "\... , 

" 
We need a ,new ,ethos Of individual responsibility arid c:aring. 

,We need a new definition'9f' civil, society that: makes us feel p?,).rt 
,of something'bigger'than ourselves.' We need to restore our sense 
of community. We need to ~mphasize "we" '~,S' much as "me." ' 

Most of all" we need'; spiritua.l le~dership for our children. 
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". 'Tha'tmeans joining,tbget.h~r, to find.' ways to create 
conditions in "which children and families,;can flourish in' 

'America., ': , 

,This is not a chal1ehgewe' can leave to 'government ,alone,or 
parents alo~e, or social ~ndreligious institutions alone. As my' 
husband, is fond of sayingl" "Goverriment doesn '.t raise' chi.ldren" 
parents'do. It But government' can' hEdp ,parents become more, ' ' , 

. . • 	 • t.'. • • . . • .• ~

responsl:bie about theIr famIly oblIgatIons. It qan help famIlIes 
stay, toge1:herwho arein~angerof ,being torn apart. It can,help 
chil,dren get ,the right st~rt in life by ensuring that they get' 
adequate health -care,. pr:.9per nutrition" good schooling, ~nd ' ' 
protection from violence ,and abti~:u9 .. '" ' ' 

, ,", ,,' ", ,I " ," 

" " still, ~~vernment isl pot apanaceaand'goyernment programs 
are: not' enough. Families, burdened by poverty" violenc~;,"
• . . • .' I .• ~ , .

, £1.nactequate servl.ces" and pther dlsadvant~ges' of~elf hav~, t:t;'ouJ:?le 
copIng alone. And today, there are some 111 Washlngton who are 
making'i't even' harder for! famil·ies': to move forward in their 
lives. 'But we can 't ,let that happen. ' 

! 	 " ' j> • 

, ' Our country tie,eds'~ YO}lr, help., We need your' leadership. We , 
" need you' to' awaken ,ollr consciences so that' our nation" can do a, 

, "better job of offering ,'hope tOI the millions of American children' 
wl10 see nothing PWt a dea~ end' in their futures.' , 

• • ~ , .... • ... • .', J .: • I,' j " _ '" 

.. I " "t,'was '~uck¥ enough, t~ grow up ill a fa~ily where lo~e, and,e 	 nurturIng were l.:n ,abundance. I also was 'raIsed a MethodIst,. My 
mother'taught Sunday 'schobl. ,Ibelongedto.a'l1ethodist youth 
grpup that expanded my horizons far beyorid the confines of; my' 
comfortable,. middle-class: neighborhood. When I was a student, I 
used, to read 'Motive, a magazine for ,college-ag,e Methodists. My 
religious educatiQn taught me about compassion, tolerance, " 
forgiveness and justice. ~ndmy experiencesln~de me appreciate' 

,the gift' of faith in~ my :,l~fe,which is something, .I take very, 
seriously. " , , t' • !,' " " 

I ' ' 

... ' .! 	 . . ',' , 
, ::t 'also take v~ry seriously, the s,ocial gospel and how we 

• ',I

'balanc'e personal faith with, our ',dbligationsto'our larger 
community. And I think,it is' something we must all strive 
matter our' religious' backgro,und or, experience,. I ' , 

., I , .' 

" It ':ismyfirm conviction; that there is a growing awareness 
,of the need for spiritual i renewal in' our country and a' ' , 
'willingness to· act and,work together to fill that sense of 
emptiness with ,'the wor~ ab'd, with ,an outreacl} grounded 'in real 
Chrj,stian values. '. " ' 

. The challenges;'we fabe ,de~and action,from'each and'every,on~ 
of us~\ I'm confid'ent,the :teligious, community ,will lead1:,he 'way in 

, helping uslo'Ok beyond ourselves and fill·~that spiritual and, 
, moral vacuum. Just as Ard:tbishop Iakovos, has <:lemonstrated .thr~ugh 
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his ,life and through 'his ininistry, we must not 'flee ,in the fa'ce 
,'of a ch~llenge. And we mu~t no,t let apathy or', cynicism takeover 
when our children need us' most .• , ", i ' 

~s scripture says, I~'YQU are 'the salt ,~f the' Earth and the' 
light of the ,world. Tha't if your iight shines before ,men they, 

'will give glory Ito the Fa~her,!.n, Heaven'. II ' , . " 

" , ~' , 

I : " • •• , ,. , "\ • ". \ • 

\' ,We must )01n together for the sake of, human dignity'. We must 
not'turn our back~ on, ourlchildre.n.By the grace of God, we ,can " 
make the world a better place if· we, are 'willing, to work together. , ' . '.' .' " , .' , . " " 

,. 

Thank you very much • I ' 
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