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‘Americans. She once told me that if the membership of all' of your:
churches gathered together in a stadlum there would be 49 mllllon'
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Joan [Brown Campbell], Dr. Ralser [Rye-zer], 1eadersh1p from

the member churches of the National and World Councils, all my
friends and ‘people I have*admlred for many years, I wish I could
'be with you, today in. At]anta, and' I would be- there if I were not
accompanylng the Pre51dent on a State Visit to Canada.

Even from a dlstanceﬂ 1t ‘is a spe01a1 pr1v1lege to be able

‘ to share in this: magnlflcent celebration with so many men and -

women who give of themselves-every day to renew the Splrltual
.llfe and moral strength of our great country.. -

Every once in awhlle, Joan remlnds me-that thlS group 1s not
just a representation of Ehurch leaders, but of everyday

people in the stands. And that was a rather graphic reminder that
-you represent Amerlcans from:all walks -of life, who live and work
and worship 1n every nelghborhood 1n Amerlca. ‘

You are truly a v1sﬁon of the Church unlted the heads of

- historic African American Churches, the leadership of mainline o

'churches, the leaders of Orthodox Churches and significant

t

representatlon of the Roman Catholic Church, including Cardlnal‘
Law, who bears greetlngs ‘from His Holiness the Pope. And it is'

.the world.

i

Reflectlng on the llfe and mlnlstry of Archblshop Iakovos 1s'

a- truly humbling exercise, and I mean that in' the best sense. It

" was 40 years ago that thﬂs extraordlnary man' was elevated to the

eplscopate And the Pre91dent .and I join in. congratulatlng you, .
Your Emlnence, for your many contributions on behalf of the GreekK

".Orthodox communlty as well as our larger natlonal rellglous

communlty

We ‘are grateful for,your many good deeds,'whlch are far too
numerous to’ list right now, but ‘especially your efforts to brlng
peace and harmony .to South Africa and the Middle East, your-
courageous statements on.behalf of those suffering in Bosnia and
Haiti, your work to end dlscrlmlnatlon here at home, and your

”_ong01ng efforts to create a dlalogue among all of our rellglous

groups.

- fitting that this qatherﬂng of the ecumenical. family should be ‘in
" honor. of Archbishop Iakovos [yak-ka-VOHS], who has done so much.
. to promote religious unlty in the flght for human dlgnlty around
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We also thank you for your great Splrlt. Because 1t is yourdf"

spirit that has helped unlte us, draw. us together, bridge our °
dlfferences, and teach us: about tolerance, compassion, courage

" and faith, even when those. feelings are hard to. summon. Whatevera

.our denomlnatlon, whatever ‘our rellglous experience, we all have .
looked to you for 1nsp1ratlon, .for moral guidance, for wisdonm,
-and for comfort, and we will contlnue to rely on you to lead us

in the right directlon 1n the years ahead. '

In a few weeks, we w111 celebrate the 30th annlversary of

. Selma. Some of you were there, as was Archbishop Iakovos. And .
when we -think back on that time, and the civil rights struggle we -
were engaged ' in as.a nation, and the courage required to fight .
" for human dignity and values -- to take that walk from Selma, to
the Edmund Pettus Bridge -- we can .see very clearly the great
accomplishments born from that struggle. We can see the progress
made on behalf of m1nor1t1es, the disenfranchised, women, and
others ‘in our soc1ety who are less advantaged And we can see'

~A.that our natlon is stronger for being more inclusive. -- and for
‘recognlzlng the 1mage of God 1n every member of the human famlly.‘.

: But if we look around us today we can also’ see a 5001ety in
- need of renewed splrltual commitment and moral leadershlp. We see
a’ spiritual vacuum in Amerlca ‘that. every day affects millions of
our children. Your Emlnence, and those of you who marched in
,vSelma, you didn’t risk your lives to watch the American famlly

. - disintegrate. . . to watch 13-year-olds arm themselves with'

‘automatic weapons and klll each other over a pair of tennis -shoes -~
. or-.a jacket . . . to watch hopeless ‘and helpless girls become'/ -
- parents themselves . .- . to watch 10~ and :1l1-year-olds in the .
-nation’s capltal plan thelr funerals because they are so sure |
- they are going to die on: the streets. This is not the definition
of soc1al progress and freedom .you had in mlnd then Or now.

For all the progress we, have made, we need only look around-~
us to see the breakdown of "eivil society" -- families, '

: communltles, civic organlzatlons, ‘and even religious 1nst1tutlons o

‘collapsing under the welght of ‘economic insecurity, cynicism,  °
dlstrust and fear that domlnate too many people s 11ves today.

1
I often thlnk how 1ronlc 1t is that we fought and won the

© - Cold War, yet we are now 1oslng the war here at "home, on. our ‘own

streets and in our own nelghborhoods. And it is’ our duty to turn

' that*around.‘ ' R ~

We need a new ethos of 1nd1v1dua1 respon31b111ty and carlng.

’,,we need a new deflnltlon’of civil: soc1ety that imakes us feel part

of something bigger than ourselves. We need to restore our sense
of communlty. We need to empha51ze "we” as much as "me." -

Most of all, we need‘splrltual leadershlp for our chlldren.

~
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That means ]01n1ng together to flnd ways to create

fcondltlons in- whlch chlldren and famllles can flourlsh 1n

Amer1ca.‘<'o L

s
T

. This is not a challenge we can leave to government alone, or~

’parents alone, or social and religious 1nst1tutlons alone. As my

husband .is fond of saylng . "Government doesn’t raise- chlldren,
parents do." But government can help parents become more
responsible about thelr famlly obligations. It can help- ‘families'

. stay together who are in- danger :0f belng torn apart. It can help

children get the right start in life by ensuring that they get

‘adequate health ‘care,.’ proper nutrltlon, good schoollng, and

protectlon from v1olence and abuse.q

Stlll government 1s]not a panacea and government programs"

- are not’ enough. Families: burdened by poverty, v1olence, _ .
Aalnadequate services, and other dlsadvantages often have troublev‘

coping. alone. And today, there are some. in Washlngton who are

- making ‘it even harder for' famllles to move forward 1n thelr
llves. But we can't et that happen.' ‘ : «

Y

Our country needs your help We need your leadershlp. We .

" need you to awaken .our consc1ences ‘so. that our natlon can do a

-better job of offerlng hope to the millions of- Amerlcan chlldren

J.-who see nothlng but a dead end in thelr futures.’

.

-~

”'tf I was . lucky enough to grow up in a famlly where love and

‘nurturing were in abundance. I also was raised a Methodist. My".

- mother taught Sunday ‘school. I belonged to-a- Methodlst youth

“balanoe personal faith with our .ocbligations to our larger

‘group that expanded my horlzons far beyond the confines of my

comfortable, middle-class, nelghborhood When I was a student, I
used to read Motive, a maga21ne for college—age Methodists. My

R rellglous education taught me about compa551on, tolerance, -
. forgiveness and justlce. And my experlences made me appreciate '
‘the gift of falth 1n\my 11fe, whlch is somethlng I take very

serlously. L e .

1 'also take very"seriouslyuthe social gospel and how we -

.'t

community. And I think it is something we must all strive for, no

‘ matter our’ rellglous background or. experlence. r

It is my firm conv1ctlon that there is a growing awareness

. of the need for splrltuallrenewal in our country and a

“willingness to act and. work together to fill that sense of = ?”i

_ Chrlstlan values.

emptiness with the Word and w1th an, outreach grounded 1n real

i

The challenges we face demand actlon from each and’ every one

"/ of us.' I’'m confident- the rellglous community will lead the 'way in

helping us. look beyond ourselves and fill‘'that spiritual and . .

o moral vacuum. Just as Archblshop Iakovos has demonstrated through

o A. 3
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hls 11fe and through hlS mlnlstry, we ‘must not flee in the face
‘of ‘a challenge. And we must not let apathy or: cynlclsm take -over
when our chlldren need us most. R
| Ty
As Scrlpture says, "You are the salt of the Earth and the
light of the world. That 1f your light shines before men they
"will glve glory to the Father in Heaven.” o

e

'

'v‘ We must 301n together for the sake of human dlgnlty. We must
not turn our backs on our‘chlldren. By the grace of God, we- can-rl,
make the world a better place 1f we are w1111ng to work together.,‘
Thank you very much |k* e 1'QA"C,“ "f '
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