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MRS~ CI:.INTON: "Pleas~ ,be seated and let.'me repeat my:w'elpome 
t.o all of, you. There ar~: many of you whom I have known and,' , 


:worked with forq .ve-,:y lopg ·time.. Others whom., I have heard qf . 

,and ,adiniz:ed and ptherswh9, areh~rean,d I, am havlngthe 


" 	 ' opportv-nity' to, meetfor:t'P-efirst tim~."Th~~ ~s a "great " 
gather~ng of peoplewhoaz:e concerned about ch~ldren,and I'm. very 
grateful 'tliat all of· you ,ban be wit.h us 'today., 'It is my pleasure 
now to introduce a gentleman who "has' been. relentless,' in his ' 

) . ' ,. " I 	 ..• ' .' . •
efforts. on the work that work that the K~wan~s has- done ~n '; 
bringing together the ~dvlisory ¢ouncil and in promoting,a:nu1p.ber.' 
of, initiat~ve~~" I've hadl,the ,pleasure of me!3ting him briefly," 
<\. 	 '. "I ",' '. • .". ',before on, behalf 'of, ,the work. done for, ~mmun~zat~on and I would· 

,r'.ike to ask you to joir~ l~~ .in \ielcomingnow" John, Cun'y,~ , 


- " .. j,' .' ,', ",', ".'.' I. I; • 

MR,./ 	 CUNY: .. ~oodmorning.' It is well welcome to this' 
,honoraple house and thank I your'so much for ,having-us· today~. I am 

Jo:tm Cuny with, Anthem'-Hea:;lth a,nd 'as' well·a prbud·Kiwaniari. ; As 

you all'kno;w we are 'gathered here today to recognize and pay 


. . . .' I' 	 ".
tribut:e' really ,to many ofi y.ou for the' work that has' been·done ,on " 

the part cif .Kiwanians Int,ernational '7"" our YQungChildren Priority, 

One. "As many of you ,knowi, in 199Q . ,the. Kiwanis' International 

FOrum ,to Continuing Servibe Pli'ogram ,'called Young Children 

PrioritY,Ol)e -- it ,~as desigried' to. address, .the needs of"children 

frpm prenatal, throug:h agel five' .. , . Young Children Priority <;>ne w~s 

a 'landmark program for, QUr' organization•• It' was the firsttiine ' 

in .his~oryt,:hatthe Ki~ah;islnt~::n~ti()qal: s~~vice '~heme ,w"s· ,.' 


•establ~shedfor all "clubs:. 'And, It was,.the f~rstt~me as well ,

that all the service hours were dedicated to ,the needs of our: 


,'Children. I 1;hinkthat i~ a :Very important, poin't ~to make ..here 

'today.,' ,,'" 
 .. ,"~ . . 	 i' '.,'" , .. , '. , , 

.This idea ,was. concebred, by a gentleman by the name of Dr.' . 

~ifl Blechman who 'served :as. Kiwanian, 'pr~sident from '1,~90 to 19.91. 

And due to' his initia~,ivel has since: been carried; out by th:.;ee 

subsequent p.residents· 'of kiwabians~ Now. if we 'could, . I would 

even like> to, recognize Dr!. Blechman f6r his work ~' ' .. 


As a· memberofthe:'Health,care ,c~mmunity and a fellow 

,'Kiwanian my ,companY'AnthehtHealthbecame',involved about· three 


yea;l::s,c;tgo .. Andfqlks, ,asl ~e' looked. around ,at theopporttlnities 

.. for us, there. cou,ld· beno:thing. bettE!J:;' ,than' to serve: ,the ne~ds of 

• '. . , .'" 1 • • '. • -. J, ' , 	 . ,- our ch~ldren and all. of o:ur nat~ons' ch~ldren. We've developed 
'educational outreach materials', supported events.,silch' as this, 

. ' " ' 1 ' '. 	 • 'e' and rea~ly a,cted, ,I ,.hope;tlo' b.e a proponent of theeducatl,onal 
/ , 
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nee'ds 'of '. our~ families' acr6ss the c~untry. It's. a great honor for
I .. . 

us at Anthe;m ijealth, seve:ral of my associates,', to, be ,here ,today , \ 

. as gUests, of our,' First Lady, and pay really tribute to all c,f you . 
, , fo'r the' work you do' :tor o*r children. .And, at ,this time I 'would 
:lik~, to'introd:uce, to you t-he Kiwanis International 'President Ian 

, Perdriau 'from'Melbourne, ·Australia. Ian will .be the ,fifth 
,- K'iw~mianpres,ident' to cad:y, the\ tor9h 'foryo.ung ,chiid1;-en., He, and, 

. - " . ! ,. ' " , '" 

more than three hundred ',J t1?-0usanCi, Kl.wanl.ans' acr(Jss the coun,try, and 
,the'wo'rld are, adgressing, th~ nee~s of children' ori a ,daily:,' basis. :, ,

. • ' . , •• i.'. .' ~ I , . •So l.f ~ould"please ]o;Ln m~ l.n welc,oml.ng IanPerdrl.au. " ,.,,' . 
" I', " . J i·'" ,.',' "., .," .' '. ' .' 

". 'Mr. ,perdrl.~u:, Tha~k'lyouJohn. I,Mrs.Cll.nton; ,ladl.es'"and 
gentleman I'd ll.ke,to fl.r~t, of all thank you. for the warm ' 
welcome.' Coining from Australia, as I'said earlier this, morning, 
from 'at?- Australiansunimer: to a wash~ngtonwiriter/' is something of' 

:" ..,"a culture .shock. Butltf.lank you ,for the warmth of the White:' 
,.,1 Houf?e Mrs. Clinton, ,: ~hd 'Ii thi:mk youa_g~in' for' your ,'warm, we'lcome. 

Mrs. Clinto.n did remark .. t~at, Iddn,"t ,sound as ,thougl; 'I<?o~e from., 
Arkansas but on'behalf of18,600 clu~sand 3~O,OOO,Kl.wanl.ans' all, 
arQund the ,world I want'tc±l thank each .of ,'you and your . , 
Orgahizations .for' serving lon' our; yo:unc;:J chi'ldren priority One· 
counc i L . " , , 

". 

, , 'we"Kiwania:ns a:r:e~'t experts in 'child care'. ' What 'we a:re" 


experts in isin\Tolving' ,businesses and professional' people ih' '. . , 

, " ., .• 1 ' . . ' , ..' , ' •vol\lntary: communl.ty' 'ser,Vl.Ge. So we' need your,gul.dance and advl.ce 
tq 'achieve the 'goals "of our 'continuing' service: ,pro,gram -young; . "

,~ ... ., Chil¢lr.enpriorityOne.' Ybungchildren havenio~e needs apd more 
,potential than any; other ~ge group. 'Serving tliese needs anq· " 
helping youngchildrenf\;lffill that ,potential" has become ,the, m9~t' 

, ,exciting and rewarding' seIfvice ,program th'at Kiwanis, Clubs:p.ave " ' 
ever und~rtaken., Will, (you hav~ "been recognized J;>ut .I would like 
once again to recognize,. nt. 'Blechman. It I s', his vision, that, . i' 

,really has us here'today. : It'.s his ,vision that hascrea~ed': " 

. another program; 'an 'extension of-our Young, Childret?-, Prio,rity, One,: 

:' program,'whereKi![anias fdrthe first:time are,becoming involved," 

ina worldwide service ,prdgr,am to' elimina,te'iodine deficiency' , 


. • .. ~ . I , ,,' ~ , , I

dl.sorders 'l.n, the world." 'We hav~ been backed on a program l.n ' 
'; 'wliich we hope t:o raise:'$75, 000, 000 w6rldwide~, And will ,I ' 

compl~ine:nt you again for'~hat: -And I ~ouldbe remiss 'if I also.' 
q,idn I,t complement our staiff, p~rson Chris Rice, for, the effort 1:tlat 
he ,has had for. putting this, Priority Onecoul,cil. together,. 

, " '. \ ' " . ,'.' 1 . . !, • "'.' . .' '; ",',,' ,,,:, ,.,' 

. Last' year w~in Kiwanis ,raised $1.7, QOO, 000 and cont:r:ibuted·. 
II.1ore :than' 1 .. 6'mill.i,on vo~~nt~er 'ho~rs for"p,riority on7 'project~'. 
But, we couldn'1;. have achl.~ved that level ofsucc~ss wl.thout'you:r: 
help. Each of your organizations.· has. important 'programs· and 

• 11 • ~ ! • - , • 
'.1 ob]ectl.ves ofl.ts 'own." So l.t's ~?Ctremely generous of y<;>u to 

I I.··. ' • • t" .share, some of your;leadeq;hl.p and staff tl.me·to assl.st Kl.wanl.ans 
in our,' program.. We 'are gtatefu'l' for .your participation 'on.our 
advisory' council and for· ~he local p'artnership's' witli 'our clubs. in 
.countless 'communities.' Kiwanis Internationalplan~ to cont:inue 

.. " . ., , ' ,'. ,I. , 0 ~ .... , • <.' , "" 

l.ts ·foc:us 01) Young Ghl.ldr~nPrl.orl.ty One for, the foreseeable ". 
future. - My succe'ssor .Edd~e Sigurdss~h ;.'from. Iceland,' is: her:e ' , ". ,~ , 

(" 
.- . { 

! . 


I ' 
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, (_, today" and he is a's committed asI am.to o'ur Youn'g Children" focus. 
~ We look fbr~ard ,to'c6ntin~in~ associatiori ~etween Kiwanis and 

, - ',eachofyolir ,organizations: , t know I speak fo;reveryone when I " ' 

say thank you to Mrs. Cli~tori for your hospitalit;y, on this" 
occasion. Your 'interest ~n young children is recognized"',, 
globally. Do let us 'use,'this wonderful occasion to rededicate, ' 
ourselv~s to','our respective programs and continued mutual 

, assistance .i~ this, grea't ~a,use. Thank YOlL;,',',' 
, .' 	 I .' . 

. 	 . r·· I • • 

,,' " MR. CUNY: Now, I~ haY$ ,the 'great pleasur~ ofint!oducing' our " ' 
'. ' First Lady . " "As you cHI, krilow ,and as Ian articulated she has ,
" " 

,served us ,well as a :stron~ and, national', voice' for our nation's, 
, " , chi ldre,n ~ 'As many, of you ,i know, she has worked dur :Lng her days in 


Little Rock both t,(): create programs that would 'gu~rantee 

affordable accessible programs ,to treat young children for both " 

drug, and a.lcohoL abuse programs'., She' has served as 'the chair of " 

the Childrens Defense Fund. And In her role as' an attorney has 


, ' 	 ]" ' ,', , ' " 

authored noteworthy papers on, the legal rights', of children~ ,On'
• •. 	 !'.' . .' I·

Capltol Hll1as we rill know,sheha.bravelyspokenout on behalf, 
of health 'care for' our ch{idren~She her~elf hason~esaid,and' 

, I, quote, 'UNot;hing isniore [,important' than <~oqusingon the neeq,s of ' 
the ~uture generation and 1 taking care of the needs of:o~~ 
children., children cannot be raised 'by lecturing and wish list's 

, 	 1 " ", . {" about 'how they should behave., They,have to be, raised by
" , 'I 	 ',' 

, , 	 example." ' These are words 'that all of ,us ,I think 'here today can 

easily ~ub~cribe to. ~d {f iou woula, pleas~ jDin me in 


, " I


welcoming ,our First Lady. I' , , 


ME,S ~ GLINT6~:" 'Thank [YOU'SO • much . ,Thank 'you. 'Thank you. 
Thc:mk you, ~ll. ,Tha~k you Ivery much: John and Ian., ,I did ,not' 
thlnk you 'sounded 11ke you ,were' from Arkansas, ,I thought you 

, .' I, .!, • .' . . 	 •souhded 11ke you were from LOU1Slana,. But we, are dellghted ,that , 
you both 'sound lIke you a:Je frQm,-anQ are from Australia and are' 
giving such important iea4ership,tothis Priority One commitment' 
of the Kiwanis',around the,!world. I wanted to say, justa few ' 

, words', I, coul,d riot pas,s' u~,' the' opportunity :to' j u~t talk, for, a few \ 
minutes abo,utwhat our challenges are, both those that are in'the',

',' ",' " " , I'" ' .. ' , ' , ',' ,
prlvatesectbr thephll,an~hr,oplc world, the not, for proflt , 
delive:r:Y world ,as' well as Ithe "world of government as, we, fa~e' the 
chc;:tllenges posed by rapid~Y, changing,conq,itions and th,e 'iinp~6t 
thos,econditions have on children worIQwide., , ' 

. " I" 	 ' " , ' 

I ,think that, it ,is fdi:t'to say that wl1at\you h'ave 'tak~n on, 
what,Dr~, Blechman's'visionwas in 1990, is the most important
'.. . '. 1 .' . 	 , .pr,10rlty task that could',be taken on by any ,group of' people. ,I 

don't think, that there' is lany" other ¢hall~ngeth,atwe face as a', 
world and' certainly 'here jJri' our country' than 'making sure, that our , 

, , 
, chi l,dren are given "the op~ortunities they require' ,to develop into 

, 	 " I" ," . 
> .. the ki~d,o~ p~ople and.cl~~zens thatwe:wll1 all ,need. ,Ev~ry 

other lSSUe that covers,our front pagesfromon~ end, of ourgJ:obe 

• 
to ,'the other is really a ni'eans'to an end. 'The, end 1s that we, ' 
will have the, quality o,f' life' for ourselves' ,and o,ur families that 
,will permit us ,to,enjoy'tq the' best, o'f our abilities~ll that is" 
,()f,f'eredduring our. lives"i,Andso anyt:hihg'e,1se t~at' is deba,t,ed, 

': ,I 	 ,,! '" 

I' 



'. ,~ . 
\' " " 

. i, 

. ,'" . .' '.' 1 ,I '.'" .'- ~ "', .' !' , ;', , . ' . " ... .'.{, . any other. lssue, that grabs the,- headllne lS ~econdary, to: the,e' are ', priority t'hat' you have, acbepted and 'Working,t'oward' achi~ving. 
, "And, I~m , particularly' plea~ed, that this partnership that the ' \ , 

~iwarias Clubs h~s really instituted exemplifies ~hatlhope will 
be partnerships'that will: ,be ~pro.uting 'up allover the wor;Ld'. 

, Because making young chil~rerl' the Priority One, camp'aign as you', 
have really)exempli,fies the' way the private se~tor and the public 
'sector, 'individua:ls and '.organizations can ;all work, togethe,:r-~ " 
Much ,of :the work that we have ,to do for children is work that is 
in our' families ~nd in, our communities. ~ But' as I have tried to', 
say,over and oyer again c~ildren ,are not merely ,the products ,of , 
their fam'ilies and their, }mmedi?t~e ,surroundings", they also are . 

\. affected by,thevalues'and aptions 'of their'larger ,societies. 'So 
, , I'" . . ' 

it is a' false" deba~e 'as' too, many' peopie, unfortunately engage, in 
. ,to say that"only families! are responsible or' only ,governments are 
" r,esponsible whep in" fact Jh~" truth is ,we are' all responsib~e a~d 

we a,ll could do a better job in' caring, for the childrenwhp' are ", 
entrusted to us. ,'f, ' , 

: 
-' . I .' ' , " " " ", . ' ' i ' The reaL needs of, children seem to. get a:' lot· less attention 

than the, rhetorical campaigns that ar~ waged 'around the iSS?ti.e of,,' 
childreri';~, And in :the c::om~ng, months"especially ,in our country, , 
weqannot 10,se sight ina+.l of the debat~s, that will occur, of, "." 

the realities that will: aff,ect our .. children day' in and day out .. 
, CertainlY-our 'poor childr~n ar~ 'more at risk that 'others. We 'see 
that~, We . know that. 'We look at the . results of inadequate-' , 
parent'ing, inadequate housing.,' violei;lce that afflicts too ,many of, 
our children--we see what happens when ch'ildren do not have., ',. 
'access ,to health care, .wh'~n their education' systems are not 

. " , " 1 ,".. ' • .. . 

'responsive to the needs th~y,brii1g through the'schoolhouse doors~ 
'. . .' I,. ' ,

But we al'somust recognlze, thatchlldren /who are' nQt\poor als.o 
• 1 ' ' , ,." ,

.have problems in our society today. We wer-e ,recently. reminded ,of: 
, . .that. with the publication l'of the child care , study that, just came, 

out,. W~ know that, 'children 'of every income' level, of' every 

, 

'r.acial ai1~ 'ethnic' group hcive' problems that m'ust be addressed, both' 
by "the adults ,in theirli.J.es and by the rest of, us'. Because" 

• . '" . I .•. ' • . '. '.'
ultlmately we are, a 1.:1 , responslble ·for the l·lv:es of, our, chlldren. 

~ ,,~' I, I . \ _ ,." 

,'J It is rather fitting l-Ithinkthat :w~, would 'have', represented 
here the,presi,dent' of the !International, Kiwan,as from: a 'country , 
that many of us admire and ,think highly of - Australia. Ahd then 
the incoming. president of.l a~oth,er count,r~' - Finland., Bo~h' of ' 

'those,countrles are attemptlng to deal wlth many of the,problems 
,'that, are being: faced bye~ery society around ,th~ world.' ,'" , 

, I' " , ' , .' ," " . 

But:, I think: it is espebi,ally imper'a'tive' that ricl) ,countr/ies 
,like ,the three of'these" ~inland, ,Australia" andAIilerica" ' 
recc;>gnize, that they have E1vengreater responsibilities,th~tmust 
be addressed. I think that if we look back over the last decades 
'we can see ho~ efforts ,toireSolv~ childrens p~oblems: !:lave, ' 
achieved' some steps of progress , ioft~n then. tak.en steps backwards, 

" . I \ .'. ....'only, to, regroup and move Dorward aga:ln. , I thlnk especlally ln, I, 

our ,country nqw we, have td recognize that· the. idea that children ., 
are'primarily'the responsi~bilitiesoftheir 9wnfamilies; and ' 

. I" "," . . 

I 

- .I 

: . \

. ! ' ' ' 
\' , 
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· tl1eh after that' p'rtvate .'cha~i~ies" and' then ,af'ter that, p~rhaps . 
·e, localities" and perhap~ ~~t~r tha~ states~ and .then' finally after " 


that the federalgovernment'7-' does a grave disservice' to the, 

., '" I :.' I' ". .". 

n'e~ds of children and 'also refuses to, recognizes tl,1at· in a·time 
where mobility, is paramou.rt, where·people'are.ndt in anyway bound 

;to .the.~e~g~b'?rhoods froml. which' they "rew·,. m~nY' of ~,he ',' " . 

responslbl1ltlesthat we fac~are natlon~l and cannot' be'stepped, 


, aside from and shunted ,toi' any qther forum .or· jurisdiction.'(· . . 

.' ".' ..... '... .... i" ;" , ," ,,' " , 

''',',We know that, 'ln ,the i980 '·s 'efforts to ,try to change 'the way 

,tha't children ,were cared f'or mea:nt that ch'ildren were thrown off 

welf,ar'e rolls: . 'l'hat' prograins for ctlildren 'were put '·into what a:re 


· ,'. ' • j. , '. ,'..',,, ' ••

called block grants ln our country wlth the net effect that a', 

number of children who' we~e' needy went with ol;lt services.', and ... 

help .. " And we saw· in •our ~o~ntry a'n . increase '. in, the,mimber of 

children living "in poverty. It is rio greatrec6g'riition to say 

that, the largest p~rc~ntage of children ,living in poverty who are' 


'.advanced devel0t;>ed countrf7s, ar,e America" and Austra-lia .. ' I .think 

tha~ has ~()m7t~lng ,~o,~o. ¥.lththe ~,act ·th~twe ar~ ,:,ery ,muc:h 


.. somewhat lndlvlduallstlc cu~tures.· '.We very muchprlze our 

• • • I, .' .' ,opportunltles to make lt on·ourown.I have yet, to 'meet a ~ix 


,month old 'or,attye year ~ld w;hoca~'make it· on h'i~ :o'r', her own•.. 

· And poverty is still. the 'la~gestC de,termin?tnt of childhood misery 


. and poor. developm~nt. '. 86-: we have tiied 'some things .in' our -. j 

. country. iri.the past 'that ~re beingrevi~i't:ed now which. we 'know 

wi'll~not help children but· instead will further drive more' , 

children 'intopoveity'wit~, the' effects of more chiJ,.dren at risk. 


i withtpe impacts on society that ',We, unfortunately know so well.
':. ,', ' ',' . i .' .... '. ... .: '. , '.. . I .' 

" 

'. • 

·But there.are many, ~nd'many, of yoU: in·tqis·room fire·not 
wililng to throw your hands,up, are' not willing togi've .up but in' 

"fact every day .. are dofng cH·l you canto ·live up ;,tothe 'Kiwanis' 
'motto of making .children priority: on~.Think ofwha1: W:Olhd have. 
happened in the past and What will happen now and in the future 

. 'if'f~r ex~mple the',JuniorlLeagues or'the Chlldren',Deferise Fund or 

th~. Child· Welfare League ~ndothershadnot work'ed to stop the 

repeal of t,he, Adoption ,As$istance and Child Welfare' Act.. Think 

of where we ,would be now i'f the Council for ExceptioriaiChildren 

arid other~disabil.ity.'adv04acy groups ~l?-ad not worked ,to block, ' 

repeal of PL941'42, . an impqrtan't national. law that. gave , . 

oppo~tunit;ies tcj:childr7n'iw~tQdis~bilities .. ~ith help fr()~ the ""\' 

An1erlcan'Academy'of Pedlat.rlcs, the'Ma,rch,ofDlmes, and,yarl0us,' 

huncj~r groups, key member~ ,of Congress were able 'to end an effort 

in the' pas,:t to cut ~;rc anq . food .stamps"an .~ffo:tt, we. will hav,e to 

i _. 


engage. ir again. . And p.~rhaps very imilortantly,now and in the. " '. 

·ftitbreth~ willingnes~of ithe gro~ps in this room to wage the. '. ,i,. 

battles .,that were necessa:tyi,n' i993 'and 19.94 to.' flillyfund ,WIC 
and expand He~d start;~I)d, Iput children .back in their rightftil' :. 

"position at~he head of our national agenda hC!,Ve b~en very . 

· important... ; , . .
I '. 

Thi~k 'fo~ a minute aJoutthe ,extraordinary '.b~n~fits to ',:' 

.children and to society Of your immunization campaign. As you' 

know the president was 'de]ighted to help,with'a public service 


· ". .)'. t' ,f '. '. \ I. " 
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, cam~aign,'t~ge~ out the ~ d al;iout ,what you were doing. 'And this,' 
a compreherisive'immunization'program 

:w),.ththe goa,! of lInmUnlZ li 
a~m'i'niS!tration ha,~, lau~c~~ 

90 percent, of our tw6-year-olds, by 
the year 2000. "Already,w ,have seen "tremendous progress.' Just 
frbm1992 to '199i the,r~~ , increased from 12 percent - by 12-,

" , " 	 , I 
perce,nt, from 55, percen~ t, f,7 percent.,. 'That .is )lOt whet::e' we :rieed 

to be" but, we are' at least: rending ,in, the right, :direction, ,thanks 


.:, to many of .you' in :, th'is ro~ 

I' 	 , 
" 

, ' 1 • 	 I.. . , ~ 
) .!, .. The ~resident~w~s:ab[ ~to: fulfill, his pr6mise to increase 

Hea<;istart funding by '$7601,000, 000 ,bvert~o -years. We' know that, 
Hea~start is an' effec~ivel. ~ogr~m for children. wi~l have ,to '\ 

,: I. 

w7
work hard to prevent' lt fTm belng cut 'ba~k and .golng ',In the , .. 
wrong direction; , , , , ," , , ' 

' 

,/ • - '-.'. • \ "; : ' ~ t,' "" • \' 

• • I • .r • 	 ' 1 \ 

, , By slgn:l.ng Goals, 200.0 the presldent,demonstrated his 
, commi tnientand', one shared \' by many of you to expanding~ducational 
opportunities and raising: sta·ndards. "Becausew~ 'want children' to 

" I " I" '.' 	 " 
.aspire, to do better regardless of' their background': or' 

I ", ' " I. r'. , . 

, env~~onment~" ,'And we ,need:/ito ensure that schools have;the ,t~o,ls 
to work, with' children. "I' ',,' " 

., I think" it has' bee~t~ustratirtg. and ,wilicontinue tobefo'r' 

.' 
I " • ~ • 1 1 ' , ' • .' .

" those' Of ,you~ who have beenl on' the front 11i1es of worklng' ,on 
,behalf of children.' To s.kethe' extent In this 'recent debate to , 
which ,rhetoric' obscures r~atity. If,/we are serious about 'welfare 
reform,' for 'example, weo~ght to be .serious about child care as 
,weil. 'We 'know that will be difficult, to reform the welfare . 

'~, ' 

, • " (, .' 1 • " '. '. .) ~ i' " ' 

system to do. wlJat ' 1 t needf to do ,to move lnqlvl,duals ,from ' 
dependen,cy .to '·lndependence., But the ,pressure ,to. make the program 
,wor:~,be~terwill be~ncre~sed ekpoperitially. ~fc~ild car7'is not 

I ) aval1able forth~chlJdreI;l ~f these ,women, who are "the,primary 
, recil?ients ,of, our welfare,lbenef i ts ~ " Th7 pr.esident: has: stat;.ed an<;1 

I thlnk ,all, of us'would agree that ,I thlnk that 'children shoy.ld' 
be the, guiding ,principle in every discussion 6fhealth care 

" . ,'" 	 I'.·, ' .'."reform whether It'be,R~publlcan~ or'Democra;ts'dolng ,the talklng.
,j , . 	 . • ',' , " ' , " 

There are,' ways, we 'c~n help strengthen' faml1lesand;:some of ,those 
we've tried to do in the past two,' years. ' ,We have been a'ble' , 
t,hrough the". changes,~ in th~tax code, t6 lift ,15 million ,families " 
out of poverty: by cutting itheir taxes -:-.:. something the president' 
believed in. very strongly .:'" We ,have seen' a "creation of newj6bs,' 

( 	
'we"ve seen very, importan·tjeconomic :expan,f?,ion, 'a recovery~hich, 

'seems' to be talking hold"and ~many ,other achi~vements that are 

aimeCi at strengthening the' fam~ly un~t first ,and ,/forem6st~ " 

, Becay.se we,belieye that tl"1e family'i~ the-most important part of 
'societyan<;1 .the best way tio' ten<i to the needs'ofchildreni'and '\oi:e 

, " 	 • I' , . ," .'.o,ught ,to do everythlng ,we Ilcan ,to str.engthen faml1l~s' a!ld keep, 
them intact before giving IUP on them. And that is one o,f the 
goals of this 'ad~inis/tratilon. ) , j" , 

" ' , "i ' ,,, 
" " 

We ,knowtl'iat ,mudhof iLies ahead of us will' require, all of us 
" \ 

to work nard tdgether in qrder ,to ,do what vneeds to bedohe~" That 
doesn't mean that things can't' ,be changed arid made' better ~ I am ' 
,a, big· belie,,:er,, in a!=!count~bility" andev'aluat,ions, in dutting 

I .:.. 

, ' 

, \ ' 'I' 
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th~ngs' wh~re ~hey don'tW;o,r~, ~nd basicaily rsay~ng that w~'re not' 
gOl.ng to ,contl.nue down a, "roa¢( that, ,does not produce results. ; ,But, 
I ,believe we ought to~o lit by certa,in"guid~ng,principles. \ Not 

" 'just for quick" short ter~~,political~ benefi:t: And as the' ,,' 
'Pr~slderit sa'ld" in "the s'ta~~ of the: uhion .address 'ttJ,ere ~re 
certain fundam'ental national.' neeCis that should' be addressed in, 
every ,state '~, 'north," south',': ,east, >and west,.' ,ImmunIzation against 
childhood'disease's, schoo:l: lunches, ,and ,other' nutritional' , 

, 	 " ' "( .' , , 

·; , programs, ,Headstart"medical care for pregnant women and inf,ants'
,,', .. I rJ.'. ',. . . -I 

, ' " :--:'" all of ,these are in th~ nationalinteres,t." And it'is that 
l.dea that, really ',has spar;kedt.r:e work that many of .youhave been, 

,engaged ·in ,and that,'your prganiiations nave stood' fo'r over many,' 
,many y~ars. Dqing' right by childl:"enhas be,en long struggl,e.' 
Look how\longth4p,Junior Leagues and the' <;hild Welfare League 
have been atth.;is. "Look ~:lt how many dec~des the' ,March 'of, Dimes' 
has ,beeh,involy,ed~ \ Look, ~t a'll o'f ,your, rorgc.tnizp.tions ari?- \than1,C :' 
all of you for the work you've'done together and,th~ new,recrul.ts, , 

• ,o!,. 

\ 	 " . I '. . . ' 

to this important 'effort~ ;" ,So L am gratef~J.' for ~he Kiwanis, ',' ' 
,commitment "and, for 'each or you taking part in t;,his important 

, " I.. . • i, 


'1 , challenge.' Because that iLS, ttle way that' I see l.t., ':The ,struggle 

,is"basicallythesame. W~should, want ,for every child what we' 

J • ! . '. ~', ~ 


, \ want for the children we 1I.ove'•. And what we want for those 

" ' 
 children ofterimeans we have to ,be advocates. ,We have to ~be 

,,'4 ' 't'·.··, I", . '. ,',' , ' 
wl.l).l.ngto,stl:ck our necks, dut ;for our own chl.ldren 'and,we,have', 
to, do 'So 'for 'all childr~nl. 

" ' 
! - ~ 

~ 	 '" " 

I,:look f:orward to, working with you. 'I, am grateful' to'you I, 

,and I 'hope, that as thed\i~t'settJ,es" much of the overblown, ' 
, 	rhetoric and the heated exchanges,wi~l settle down and'give way 

to a much more reasqnable:conversation about how if we say' 
Childr~n ~re ou:t;"priority!in our country, we actually deliver on' 

'that promise; .. Thank' you' yE\ry muchi ' 
" . '.., ',"': . : .'. . i':. .'/. .' " f. , ,:" .~' ",. . 

.. ' MR. CUNY: 'In ,conclusl.on before l we get our lunch, ,I wan~ to, 
tliankeach of you and' Y9u:torgani~ations"and all: of the, tireless 

'workers 'who have'expended!tpeenergy and ,time asMrs~ Clinton has 
,noted. We must care' for thes,e children whose ne~dsarema:ny for' 

, " our, future.' ~rs . ciinton:, we thank YOl.l 'particularly, for: your 
, '. ' , i. . • > ' .' ,,-'

kindness' in hosting us "today and 
r

for al,l ,that you and, the: 
Presi'dent both have ,done' ilind continue to do for our children. So' 

, " ,'. . ,,'I ,. ,. 	 , ' ,
--enjoy your lunch"a:nd to ~l'Lof you God bless you for what you do 

-. • ' , I \.' •• " ' • '> 	 'and partl.cular~;Y God' bles;;. our nat,l.ons. chl.ldren.· 	 , !. 
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