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REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY o Lo
R AT KIWANIS LUNCHEON :,_”‘“~ EREIR
"“MRS. CLINTON: Please be seated and let me repeat my welcome.,‘f
~to all of you. There are: many of you whom I have known and '~~~ .~
,worked with for a very long time.. Others whom I have heard of
.and admired and others who are here and I am hav1ng the '
’-opportunlty to meet for the first time.. Thls is a great

. gathering of people who are concerned about chlldren .and I'm veryn

: grateful that all of you can be with us today. It is my pleasure :

now to- 1ntroduce a gentleman who has- been. relentless. in his
efforts on the work that work that the Kiwanis has done in

- bringing toqether the Adv1sory Council and in promotlng a- number
" of ‘initiatives. I’ve had|the -pleasure of meetlng him brlefly
‘before on behalf ‘of  the work done for immunization and I would
'11ke to ask you to 301n me in welcomlng now John Cuny o

s T

MR. CUNY'i Good morn1ng.= It is well welcome to thls

4khonorable house and thank[you §0 much for having -us: today.A'I am . -

- John Cuny with Anthem -Health and -as-well -a proud’ Klwanlan.,.As
‘you all know we are gathered here today to recognize and pay
gtrlbute really to many of; you for the work that has been: done on
-the part of Kiwanians International - our Young Children Prlorlty
.One. As many of you know& in 1990 the Klwanls International’

) Forum ‘to Continuing ‘Service Program ‘called Young Chlldren
Priority One -- it was de51gned to. address the needs of chlldren
. from prenatal. through age! flve.‘ Young Children Prlorlty One was

"a landmark program for our organlzatlon.? It was the first tlme'

"~ in history- ‘that the Klwanls ‘International. service theme was-

-established for all clubs. "And- it was. the first time as welly
" that all the service hours were ‘dedicated to the needs of our : \
'gchlldren.~ I think that 1s a very 1mportant poxnt ‘to make here o
,today o -.";.,rs~ o . .

Thls idea. was concelved by a gentleman by the name of Dr.

‘Wlll Blechman who ‘served as Klwanlan pres1dent from 1990 to 1991.,‘f

"And due to his 1n1t1at1velhas since, been carried out by three

- subsequent pre51dents 'of Kiwanians, Now if we could, .I would

: even like to- recognlze Dr| Blechman for hls work. - s
As a. member of the’ Health Care communlty and a- fellow L

'*Klwanlan nmy .company Anthem Health became .. involved. about three

years. ago. And folks, as| we looked. around ‘at the opportunltles

for us, there could- be nothlng better than' to serve the needs of

~ our children and all of our nations’ children. We’ve developed

‘educational outreach materlals, supported events’. such as this,
and really acted I hope to be a proponent of the educatlonal
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us at Anthem Health, several of my a55001ates,‘to be here today
as guests- of our. Flrst Lady and pay really tribute to all of you .

' for the work you do- for our children. And at this time I would

like. to 1ntroduce to you the Kiwanis Internatlonal President Ian
~ 4Perdr1au from\Melbourne, Australla. Ian will be the flfth '

Kiwanian presidént to carry the: torch for -young . children.  He and\
more than three hundred thousand Klwanlans across the country. and
.the world are addre551ng the needs of children on a daily’ ba51s.n\

'So 1f would please jOln me in welcomlng Ian Perdrlau. o

i

. Mr. Perdrlau.v Thankiyou John. \Mrs. Cllnton, ladles, and’
gentleman ‘I’d like. to flrst of all thank. you, for the warm
welcome. .Coming from Australla as I said . earlier this norning,
from an Australian summer 'to a Washington winter," is something of

:'a culture shock. But I thank you for the warmth of the White .-
‘ House Mrs. Cllnton, and ‘I thank you agaln for your warm, welcome.

Mrs. Clinton did ‘remark" that I don’t sound as though I come from«

-. Arkansas but on- behalf of|8 600 clubs and 320 000. Klwanlans all

around the. world I want to thank each of.you and your :
organlzatlons for serv1ng'on our: Young Chlldren Prlorlty One-

’ counc11... R , PN

: ) .
. We Klwanlans aren’t experts in- Chlld care. . What we are
experts in is 1nvolv1ng bu51nesses and profe851onal people in-

| : .
voluntary communlty serv1ce. ‘ So we need your. guldance and adv1ce .

t6 ‘achieve the ‘goals. of . our contlnulng service: program- Young

- needs of our famllles across the country.ﬂ It‘s a great honor for -

Cchildren Priority One.’ Young children have more needs. and more R

.potential than any other age group. Serv1ng these needs ‘and

s

helping young ‘children. fulflll that potentlal has become the most :
© exciting and rewarding: serv1ce ‘program that Kiwanis Clubs have j
.ever undertaken. . Wlll,,you have .been recognized but I would like

once again to recognize. Dr. Blechman. It’s his vision' that . f"'

' really has us hére today ' It’s his wvision that has created: o
‘another: program, ‘an- exten51on of ‘our Young Children: Prlorlty One :
‘ Program where Klwanlas for ‘the first time are becoming involved. -

in .a worldwide service program to eliminate. ‘iodine deflclency

- disorders -in.the world.-- We have been backed on a program in . .
.‘'which we hope to raise’ $?5 000,000 worldw1de. And Will I S
.complement you again for- that. -And I would: be remiss- if T also f
" didn’t complement our staff person ¢chris Rice. for the effort that °
he has had for puttlng thlS Prlorlty One counc1l together, -

‘Last’ year we 1n Klwanls ralsed $17 000 000 and contrlbuted

. more .than 1.6 million’ volunteer ‘hours for. Prlorlty One prOJects.
- But_we couldn’t have achleved that “level of success without" your,

help. Each of your organlzatlons has important programs and o
objectlves of its own.-. So it’s extremely generous of you to

n'share some of your leadershlp and staff time to a581st Kiwanians

in our: program.A We are grateful for your partlclpatlon on our

adv1sory council and” for the local partnerships’ with our. clubs 1n“'”'_
ricountless communltles,< Klwanls Internatlonal ‘plans to contlnue ’

future.‘ My successor Eddle Slgurdsson, from Iceland ~1s here

[
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today and he is as commltted as I am to our Young Chlldren focus.
We look forward to cont1nu1ng assoc1atlon between Kiwanis and

'-;each of your organlzatlons I know .I speak for everyone when T

say thank. you to Mrs. Cllnton for your hosp1ta11ty on this.

'l:occa51on. Your -interest in young children is recognized..
globally. Do let us use. thlS wonderful occasion to rededicate :

ourselves to our respectlve programs and cont1nued mutual

--.ass1stance 1n th1s great cause° Thank You..

MR CUNY'- Now I have the great pleasure of 1ntrodu01ng our‘

. First Lady."  As you all know and as Ian articulated she has
.served us well as a: strong and national voice for our nation’s
~children. As many of youl/know she has worked durlng her days in

Little Rock both to create programs that would ‘guarantee

affordable accessible programs to treat young childrén for both -
drug.and alcohol. abuse programs.. "She has served as the chair. of:
the Childrens Defense Fund And ‘in her role as an attorney has

authored noteworthy papers on the legal rights: of children.. on .
Capitol Hlll as we all know she has ‘bravely spoken- out on behalf .

_of health care. for our children: She herself has once: said, and’
I quote, "Nothlng is- more}lmportant than - -focusing on the needs of .

the future generatlon and 'taking care of the needs of. our - .
children. children cannot be raised ‘by lectur1ng and wish llsts
about how they should behave.. They . have to be. raised . by :

”example " ' These are: words ‘that all of us I think here today-can

easily subscribe to. So 1f you would please ]oln me in
welcomlng .our Flrst Lady , . .

r»'

MRS. GLINTON' Thank you: so- much. Thank'you.' Thank you.

i Thank you all. Thank youlvery much: John and Ian. I did not-

think you sounded like you .were from Arkansas, I ‘thought you
sounded llke you were from Louisiana. But we are delighted that

giving such important leadershlp to this Prlorlty One ‘commitment-

. . of .the Kiwanis around the'world I wanted to say.just a few
,words, 'I could not' pass- up the opportunity to just talk for a few

m1nutes about what our challenges are, both those that are 1n the

'-prlvate sector the phllanthroplc world, the ‘not- for prof1t
delivery world as well aslthe 'world of government as - ve face the

challenges posed by rapidly. changing. .conditions and the 1mpact

uithose condltlons have on ch11dren worldw1de.~

I th1nk that 1t is fa1r to say that what you have ‘taken on,;

~ what. Dr.,Blechman s v1slon was in 1990, is the most 1mportant

priority task that could be taken on by any .group of- people.'»I
don’t think that there is 'any other challenge that we face as a

- world and certa1nly ‘here ﬂn our country’ than mak1ng sure that ourh

chlldren are given the opportunltles they. require to develop into
the kind of people and c1tlzens ‘that we will all -need. Every

. other issue that covers our front pages- from one end of our- globe

to the other is really a means to an end.’ The.end is that we.

will have the quallty of- llfe for ourselves and our families that,:
Will permit us to .enjoy’ to the best of our ab111t1es all that is
,offered}durlng our»llves And so anyth1ng else that 1s debated
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:'you both ‘sound like you are from,- and are from Australla and are’.



any other 1ssue that grabs the headllne is secondary to the
‘\prlorlty that you ‘have. accepted ‘and - are- worklng toward achieving.

- -And.I’m: particularly pleased that this partnersh1p that the =~ /.

‘Kiwanas Clubs . has really 1nst1tuted exempllfles what I hope will~
_be partnerships’ that w1llrbe sprouting up all over the worild.
Because making young. chlldren the’ Prlorlty One campa1gn as you -
. have really)exempllfles the way. the private sector and the publch
'sector, individuals and’ organlzatlons can all work .together. ,
Much: of ‘the work, that we have ‘to do for chlldren is work that is
;'1n our  families and in our commun1t1es. But as I have tried to’
say over. and over agaln chlldren are not ‘merely the products of .
their: famllles and the1r 1mmed1ate ,surroundings, . they ‘also are: ,
affected by the values and actlons of their larger societies. "So
. it is a: false debate ‘as too many- people. unfortunately engage . in -
. to say that only fam111es|are respon51ble or only, governments are

»_respon51ble when in fact the truth is we are all respon51ble and

we all. could do a better job in’ carlng for the chlldren who are:
entrusted to us. _,"",,h o . e

A The real needs' of chlldren seem- to get a lot less attentlon
than the. rhetorlcal campalgns that are waged around the issue of -
children:. And in the coming  months, ‘especially .in our: country,

- we cannot lose sight in all of the debates that will occur, of
the realities that will affect our - chlldren day in and day out. .

'l{Certalnly our’ poor chlldren are more at: risk that -others. We ‘see

that. We know that. We look at the results of 1nadequate _
parentlng, 1nadequate hou51ng, violence that afflicts too’ many of. .
our children -- we see what happens when chlldren do not have.
‘access to health care when their educatlon systems are not
‘respon51ve to the needs they bring through the schoolhouse doors.
But we also must recognlze that children who are: not\poor also

1,have problems in our soc1ety ‘today. We: were .recently reminded of "7

‘that with the publlcatlon ‘of the child care.study that just came,
out. We know that. chlldren ‘of every income’ level, of" every ‘
"racial and ethnic group have problems that must be -addressed both
- by .the adults in their llves and by the rest of us. Because
~ultimately we are all respon51ble for the llves of. our chlldren°
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. It is rather f1tt1ng I th1nk that we would have represented f'
* here the - pre51dent of the'Internatlonal Klwanas from a country

that. many of us admire and ‘think h1ghly of - Australia. And then,“
the incoming pre51dent of another country - Finland. Both of a
'those.countries are attemptlng to deal with many of the problems ,

'_.that are be1ng faced by . every soc1ety around the world

But I th1nk 1t is espec1ally 1mperat1ve that rich. countrles
‘1like the ‘three of these, F1nland Australla, and ‘America,
recognlze that they have. even greater respon51b111t1es that must

" be . addressed. I th1nk that if we look back over the last decades.A

we can see how efforts to resolve childrens problems have

. .- achieved some steps of progress,loften then takeén steps backwards,ﬁh'b
~_ only- to regroup- ‘and move forward agaln.\ I think espec1ally in,

our .country now we: have td recognize that- the _idea that. children
.are pr1mar11y the respon51b111t1es of the1r own famllles, and’

1 ~ .
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'then after that pr1vate char1t1es, and then after that perhaps

loca11t1es, and perhaps after that states, and then’ f1na11y after

- that the federal government»---does a grave disservice to the.
‘needs of ch11dren ‘and - ‘alsb refuses to’ recognlzes that in a -time
where mobility is paramount, where’ people are . not in anyway bound
to the neighborhoods from‘whlch they grew, many of the
| respons1b111t1es that we face are national and cannot’ be: stepped
.'as1de from and shunted to!any other forum or ]urlsdlctlon.r~
, o

We know that’ 1n the 1980’s efforts to try to change the way __f'

that: children were cared for meant that children were thrown off

. welfare rolls. . That programs for ch11dren were put into what are.
' - called block grants in- our country with the net effect that a

number of children who were needy went with out services. and.
help. And we saw in our country an increase.in the number of ,
children 11v1ng in poverty It is no great recognltlon to say

- " tHat .the. largest percentage of children 11v1ng in poverty who are' B
; . .-advanced developed countr1es are America and Australia.- I think-

. that has something to do: w1th the fact-that we are very, much
,somewhat’ individualistic cultures.- We very much prize our .

. opportunities to make it on our’ own. -T have yet to meet a six

. month old or. a five year old who - ‘can ‘make it on his .or her own. -
" And poverty is st111 the largest determlnant,of ch11dhood mlsery
. -and poor development. ' So!we have tried some things in our - !
~country in_the past that are being. revisited now wh1ch we know

'will:not help children, but instead will further drive more ' -

children into poverty Wlth the effects of more children at r1sk

,fw1th the 1mpacts on soc1ety that we. unfortunately know so well.

it

But there are many, and- many of you in. thlS room are not

. willing to throw your hands _up; -are’ not w1111ng to give .up but 1n:f'
. fact every day. are d01ng a11 you can to-live up-to the- K1wan1s

‘motto of maklng children prlorlty one. "Think of what would have .
~ happened in the past and what will happen. now and in the future
. if “for example the’ Junlor‘Leagues or the Children Defense Fund or
‘the. child Welfare League and others 'had not worked to stop the.
" repeal of the Adoption Ass1stance and Child Welfare'Act. . Think
- of where we would be now 1f the Counc11 for Exceptlonal Chlldren

- . and other disability . advocacy groups had not worked to block"

repeal of PL94142, an 1mportant national law that gave

'opportun1t1es to: chlldren with dlsab111t1es. With help from the

American Academy of Pedlatrlcs, the' March .of" Dlmes, and various-

: hunger groups, key members of Congress were able to end an effort
- in the’ past to cut WIC and food stamps, -an effort we will: have to
. engage in again. And perhaps very 1mportant1y now and in the.
future the w1111ngness of the groups in this room to wage the .

battles that were necessary in 1993 ‘and 1994 to. fully fund WIC

and expand Head Startfand‘put children back in their rightful :

- position at the head of our natlonal agenda have been very

,1mportant,3 .{f ' S e -

_ Thlnk for a m1nute about the extraordlnary beneflts to

.children and to soc1ety of your 1mmunlzatlon campa1gn.‘ As you

‘q know the pre51dent was dcﬂlghted to help with a pub11c serv1ce i;l-"'

s
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' Headstart fund1ng by $76M

. campalgn to get out the w

,%w1th the goal of 1mmun121
'the year 2000.

. work hard to prevent 1t fr

>comm1tment and’ one sharedl
‘.opportun1t1es and ra1s1ng
_asplre to do better regard ‘ ,
-1-env1ronment.u 'And we . needyfo ensure that schools have the,tools -
- to work with' chlldren. if] SRR : - -
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.a b1g bellever 1n accounta

adm1n1stratlon has launch

~Already. w
from 1992 to 1993 the rat;
percent ‘from 55 percent t
to be but we are at least;
to many of. you in: th1s xo

" The pres1dent was. abl
Headstart is an effect1ve|
wrong dlrectlon.g

. : I
By: s1gn1ng Goals 2000

\ll

1

d about what you were dolng.f
a comprehensive immunization program
90 percent.of our two—year -olds. by

.have seen- tremendous progress. Just

.1ncreasedpfrom,12 percent - by 12-°

67 percent.

[
.

e.- to fu1f111 h1s promlse to 1ncrease
000,000 over two- years. ‘We know that.
program for- children.. we will have ito .

. Lt

the‘presidentfdemonstrated his
by many of you to expanding -educational

.

. I th1nk 1t has been f
. those of . you- who have been
., ‘behalf of chlldren.

To se
which rhetoric obscures re
reform,.for ‘'example, we ou

work better will be 1ncrea

';avallable for the chlldren

recipients .of our welfare

"I think all. of us would ag
- be ‘the guiding jprinciple 1
. .reform whether it be Repub

There are ways.we ‘can help

‘we/’ ve tried to do 1n “the p

through the” changes in the
out of poverty by cutt1ng|
believed 1n very strongly.

;'we ve seen very. 1mportant\
-seems’ to be talking hold,
" aimed at strengthenlng the

Because we.believe that th

society and the best way t

ought to ‘do everythlng we1
them intact before g1v1ng1

“lgoals of thlS admlnlstratl

. "l

' We know that much of|

'to work - hard together in- o

doesn’t mean that things c

standards.
less of the1r background or

’

~

' on the front lines of working on .

e the’ extent in th1s recent debate to .
a11ty
ght to be serious about child care as

4 ‘We know that will be d1fflcu1t to reform the. welfare~“
, system to do what it needs '
C dependency to- 1ndependence

to do to move 1nd1v1duals from

.. But the pressure to. make the program '

sed ekponentlally 1f child care.’is not
of these women.who are the pr1mary
beneflts.-
ree that I think that- children should
n every discussion of health care .’
licans or Democrats’ doing ‘the talklng

'strengthen famllles and.some of those_cf;

ast two years. _We have been able
tax code to 11ft 15 million families -

their taxes -- somethlng the pre51dent"

- We. have seen a creation of new jobs,‘

economic expanslon, a recovery. which.

‘and many .other achievements that -are
fam11y unit first and-foremost.

e fam11y is the most important part of-.

o tend to the needs -of children-and we
can to strengthen fam111es and keep
up on them And that is one: of the
on. : '_‘ IR '_'f, ‘ o

lles ahead- of us . w111 requlre a11 of us .-
That_~.ﬁ

rder to do what ‘needs’ to be. done. .
an’t ‘be changed ‘and made’ better. ' I am-
b111ty, and evaluatlons, in cuttlng

‘And th1s_”

' That .is not where we need.
rending,in,the right - direction thanks .-

om - be1ng cut back and golng 1n the'} 'ﬁf
: Because ‘we ‘want children’to:

rustrat1ng and wlll cont1nue to be for’ .. -

If ‘we are serious. about ‘welfare :

The presldent has statéd and -
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“thlngs where they don’t work and ba51ca11y saylng that we’ re not

going to continue down a road that. does not produce results. . But.
I believe we ought to do ﬁt by certain’ guldlng principles. \Not

"just for duick, . short term polltlcal benefit. And as the .
‘President said in.the State of the Union address 'there are

certain fundamental natlonal ‘needs that should be addressed in.
every state .- north, south »east,,and west. . Immunization agalnst
chlldhood dlseases, schoo& lunches, and other nutritional’
progranms, Headstart, medical care for pregnant women and 1nfants

. == all of- these are in the national 1nterest. -And it is that

idea that really: ‘has sparked the work that many. of you have been

,engaged in and that your organlzatlons have stood for over many,
.many years. Doing rlght by children has been long struggle.‘

Look how:long .the Junlor Leagues and the Child wWelfare League
have been at this. ' Look at how many decades the’ March ‘of - Dimes.
has been 1nvolved.. Look: at all of -your .organizations and ‘thank -

to’ this important effort.‘ So I am grateful for the. Kiwanis.

‘commitment “and - for each of you taking part in this 1mportant
, ‘challenge. Because that 1s the way that I see it. :The strugglep
;is basically the sane. We should want for every child what we

want for the chlldren we 1ove. :And what we want for those

‘children often means. wWe: have to be advocates.‘\We have to 'be

w1111ng to.stick our necks out for our own chlldren and we have R

G

‘ . :\ . ‘ N
I look forward to. worklng w1th you. I am grateful to* you~

,:and I hope that as the dust .settles, miuch of the overblown '
" rhetoric and the heated’ exchanges will settle down and give way -
".to a much more reasonable! conversatlon about ‘how if we say

children are our prlorlty\ln our’ country, we actually dellver on

‘v”=that promlse ‘ Thank you very much

J»

i f‘ MR. CUNY. \In concluslon before we get our lunch I want to
thank each of. you and your organizations'and all of’ the tireless
workers who have: expendedlthe energy and time as Mrs. Clinton has

-noted. We must care for these children whose needs -are many for -

our - future. Mrs. Cllnton we ‘thank you partlcularly for :your

‘~k1ndness in hosting.us. today and for all that you.and the -

Pre51dent both have done and contlnue ‘to do for our chlldren. ‘'so’

'»enjoy your lunch, and to’ all of you God bless you for what- you do
and partlcularly God bless our natlons chlldren.h

‘all ‘of you for the work you ve ‘done together and.the new: recrults

i,
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