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I 
Q: I know I sp.eak:for my colleaques and. the First Lady in 

expressinq our qi:atitude j t<;> LonqBranchSch()ol for their ' 
hospitality this'.morninq~ We, were deliqhted to have the 
opportunity to join ,the Children and we have a couple of thinqs 
to report. First of all!pizza won out over the sloppy joes.
Sloppy joes are qood. s+oppy joesare qreat. I was pullinq for 
sloppy joesmyself -- and tliatmost.children .were enjoyinq a 
balanced meal --very nutri~iously. We want to thank Dr. Goslinq
(phonetic) and Felicia. RussO '. (:phonetic) the principal of the 
Henderson. PTA fOr,makinqlall of this possible•. 

Our purpose of cominq today is really two-fold. First of 
all to qet an even better opportunity ~o listen and to talk to 
those who ,are directly involved in the nutritional side of 
education and to 'recoqnize aqainthe importance of nutrition to 
education -- the importance that we must place on the role 
nutrition plays and makinqsure that children have the ' 
opportunity be educated. ,I There is aqirect'connection between 
nutrition and education, and;education and opportunity. But I 
think what we saw intha1=- lunchroom was )\m,erican strenqth at its 
finest. Because we want Ito' retain American strenqth, we've qot 
to retain the ,proqram that,proyides us that strenqth. 

~ And there 'is nothin~ more' important than" ensurinq the, 
strenqth of our.cllildrenland' to ensure that they are properly 
nourished and properly e?ucated. That:s, ~een the value, of the . 
school.lunch prc;><Jrillllfro" the very b~q1nnl.nq. And S9 our second 
point 1S very s1mply we peed to cont1nue protection of ~he 
commitment that we've made for many years --lonqer than I've 
been on this earth -~ tojtheschool lunch proqram. Recoqnizinq
its importance to. those'qoals, weare here to make a statement 
that as lonq as It takesl,..as difficult the fiqht, we are qpinq to 
be there to absolutely insist that this qovernment and this . I . 
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country retain its commitment to the scho,ol lunch proqram in 
spite of whatever attempt there maybe of the other. side, in 
spite of whatever at~emp~.there·may be to cut the budqet.
Nothinqis more important to American'strenqth than what we saw 
just now. With that let me introduce the First Lady with her 
comments. 

MRS. CLINTON: Well I just wanted tq point out that three
fifths of the children who'attend this beautiful school are 
eliqible for free or reduced price school lunches. You saw the 
kinderqartners.a few mln41:es aqo andlf you.would just think that 
three out of every five of·those children sittinq at the table is 
benefitinq directly from Ithe proqram that is desiqned to make 
sure every child in Ameriqa qetsat least one nutritious meal a 
day. And I think .it's i~portant we put the faces of children on 
these proqramsand. in this debate. 

..j' ". 

lSometimes it qets a 1ittle abstract talkinqabout statistics 
and numbers. I'd rather talk 'about El:IEm and Zachary and the 
children that I just met in the lunchroom-. And I hope that 
everycme in America appr«rciates that when we talk about the 
school lunch proqram or~heother nptrition proqrams that have 
really benefited qenerat;j.ons of American children,·we are talkinq
about proqrams that havelthe live and potentials of children 
inter,twinedCwith .them~ And that's why I qame today. It's part
of· puttinq a child's face on ,this debate and pointinq out that 
this ,should not bea partisan issue. This should be an American 
issue because it's about IAmei::ican children. 

Q: My colleaque, the Democratic Leader of the House of 
Representatives. I . 

. I 

I
SENATOR LEAHY: Well we were pleased to be here and I think 

the proposai by theGin9~icl,l.Republicans, the radical 
Republicans, to cut and damaqethis proqram is mean-spirited and 
wronq. And. we. will work) all of us, to see that those cuts are 
not made. They are. espedially Wronqbecause they want to use the . 
money saved by cuttinq ~is proqram for children to fund tax cuts 
for the wealthiest Americans. That's wronq. And we're qoinq to 
arque to the Amer.fcan pedple, who I think will aqree,' that 
cuttinq the school lunch iprogram is wronq. 

i . 
I . •

Q: Can we call on. Dr. Gosl:1nq's comments as well. . I . . . 
, Q: We are qlad to have you here today. The Lonq Branch 

kids (inaudible) listen to you and talk with you. (Inaudible) 
school. lunch proqram theY-also have a school breakfast proqram 
(inaudible) (inaudible) 
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Q: will you add~esJ some of the Republicans sayinq they are 
not (inaudible) to theC~Dimuriities (inaudible) 

MRS., CLINTON: senaior Leahy (phonetic) is a lonq time 

expert on th~se issues. I 


Q: This,has been an issue that he has invested his entire 
career on" so let's talk Ito Senator Lehey. 

. I 

SENATOR LEAHY: (inJudible)is they are cuttinq all these 
efficient proqrams very ~ubstantiallY.They have nothinq in their 
contract that quarantees lin anywayth-rc,ontinuation of the 
fundinq. A' lot of the q~vernors who f'l.rst thouqht it was a qreat
idea now look at these al1d say "wait a minute, what you're sayinq
is that what you are qivinq to us (inaudible) there are not 
quarantees that a rural ~tate like mine with. school lunch 
proqrams that (ina\1dible)1 just disappear • II (inaudible) they have 
removed a provision which was to keep huqe profits from qoinq to 
the infant formulamaker~. I'll justqive you one example of 
w~at happens when they s~y there not cuttinq. This thinq that 
they say-they are not cuttinq,,'what they're doinq is takinq 
$20,000,000 and made it available as a windfall fordruq 
companies. To do it it takes 1,,500,000 women and children off 
the rol'ls•. The proqram~ ,they have only (inaudible) people are 
takinq off a.nd the money liS used either t,9 qive ,windfall profits 
to some or huqe tax cuts to ,others,. And it's' not a contract of 
America it's a contract ontheehildrenof America. 

IQ: As far as the balancedbudqet is qoinq, how do you see 
that (inaudible) I·,

I 

" I
Q: Well, the majority leader made a very unusual request 

this morninq, he moved td recess until he could find another 
vote. I think that's 've~ inappropriate. We had (inaudible) I'm 
sure the majority leader Icould ,find more votes thatn he needed if 
he would have simply acknowledqed ~atit's not riqht for us to 
buy down the debt: witht4e socIal security trust funds. That's 
the issue. social security is on the line. Three-fourths,of the 
debt will be erased simply by usinq the $:700,000,000,000 the 

F social security trust furtd provides it; We are unwillinq to do 
that. Weqave a commitm~nt" we've qot to keep it. 

Q: ,(inaudible) Mr~Jclinton,what dId the kids want to talk 
, ' I

with you most about? I . 

MRS. CLINTON: Socks and Chelsea. Everybody who had a cat 
. " i. .','

wanted to tell me about Dl.S or ,her cat and asked what Socks does. 
. , ' , .. I. ".' ' 

And everybody waritedto knOwhow Chelsea was and wanted me to say
,hello to her. Those were the two ,biq' items. Arid also they were 
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, ' j \ ' i ' exc1ted ust to see everybody there and talked about qo nq out on 
the playqround, and wante~ all of us to come out. 

I
Q: Mrs. Clinton: Chelsea .just, had a birthday. Are there 

plans for a celebration? ' 

MRS: CLINTON: well'l we had a celebration, a family
celebrat1on, on Monday and we.willbe doinqsome additional 
thinqs with her and·her f.rienq.s. 

Q: And how is she, las she goes throuqh the years, how is 
shedoinq and how is she ~dju~tinq to life in the White House. 

MRS. CLIN'.l'ON: She·'s doinq fine. 

Q: Thank. you, thank you. 

SENATOR LEAHY: Let me just say one thinq. I know that 
qettinq around to conqress (inaudiJ;>le) It's obvious this is a 
suburban, white, .affluEmtl community and ,yet three out of every
five households 1n this sohool are earn1nq less that $10,000 a 
year and that qualifies for school lunch. It's important to 
recoqnize that we are'n()t\just·talkinq about urban~ minority, , 
districts if you will, we~re' talkinq about a proqram that aff.ects 
the entire.cQunt:ry. And I pan't imaqine any constituent of mine 
at Alexander Hol1.i'nqs (ph6netic·) in Fairfax County, the affluent 

. ~ . . .. . ones that would benef1tfrom·thE!se tax cuts, wh1ne for that much 
more money in their pocket at the expense of takinq food out of 
the mouths of thesechildr.en. This is not what the American.• . I· , ..
people want. And we're not qoinq· to let them do this, because 
you've seen the people that are goinq to pay the price for these 
kinds of these Republican tax cuts. Thank you. 
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