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"REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY
1 ' , . " .. ,/ 

ATj TH;E CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE"" , 
75th ANNIVERSARY CELBRATION AND DINNER 

~!' , . , \ 

, MRS. CLINTON: -r~ Thank you,' tharik you ~1l'. J Thank ,you so, ,mu~h, 
David ahdJohn ,and all' of'yo\l'who are gathered here this evening on 

';behalf otthewor~ that ~~aredoing'aDd witl,bontintie't6 de;> on behalf 
. • .... ,' " '. I . • ' • ,'. 

, of chl;Ldren., I 'am deeply honored to recelve thls,award named fpr 
'Natalie Heineman. Her wbr~ with children and with the League iI:ispires ' 
all, of us to do more andl ~d r~ach further. ' 

... • , ,-' ,l'" . 

I'm eHsa' pi~asedl that my friend, Elizabeth Glas~r,'/received this 
aw'ard ,1.ast year. ,And aSia tril;>ute .toher, I hope :that as we go about' , 
our work on behalf of children, we remember the sacrifice and commitmerit' , , , " " I' " , ," , ,
she displayed, ,and draw s,trength' frc;>m .what ;:;h~' did on behalf of children 
(applaus~. ) i ' 

As some ,of' you mky know ' the Pr~sideri't is, speaking tonight 'to a . 
gathering 'at the', Nixon C~nter o~the darigers of, isolationism and nuclear 
proliferatipn '-- two i'sslies. critical to the 'f\lture, of our childrenanp· 
children everywhe,re. , Anti althougp',he is ,notable t'o join, us tonight in' 
celebration of ·the ,Childl Welfare League, he wanted you, ,to, know that ' 
children are on his mindl <;ind theywi~lstay on his mind. in the days and 
months ahead~' " (Applausel.)' ,'., ',' , ',' ',', " " " , . , ," 

, 'Por 75 years you!'an~ thisLe~gue have given ~ll, ki'nd~ of " 
. leadership to our n~tioni' and our nation has relied on you for wisdom 
and ,moral leadership. , We ha-ye tb contipue to ,call on your leade'rshipi 
because we ,have Ito conti~u~t6 devise:ways to he:lp protect our most 
vulnerable ~hiI4ren,. "YoJur ,leadership is so crucial because' tOday: the ' 
youi1ges~ among ~s face n1ew and', great,er burdens than ,ever before. 

, " " • , ' • I' ",' , 

, "WheriDayid Liede~mar t,estified tri't~e' Ho~se :las~ month on 
welfare reform, 'he talked, about our obllgatlon .as a natlon to keep all' 
childreri from harm.' . Thalt s~ngle p~rase, "-toke'ep al1chi~dr'en" from 
,harm," :summedup :the moral lmperatlve befor~ us now. , 'For decades" 

• ' I • ," • ." , , Amerlcans have,stood out:, for :thelr compasslon forchlldren. ,We" have 
prided ourse'lves on the' high,aspira,:tic;>ns and expectations we have, held' " 

• I ••, , • ."
for chl~dren. But todaYI" we flnd ,ourselves at a rare mome,nt ln hlstory 

'when we must, ,decide as a: nation how much children really matter to"us. 
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Americ,an childre'il are in, crisis. ' · T:w~nty-three percent of our 
chci.ldren live in 'p6verty~ andmilli,ons g,o without essent'ial. servi,ces , 
every day . Too many children ,are bearing children ,of ,their own'., Drugs, 

,vioHmce 	and' abuse '-c<:mti:n-ue' t06!'aim the' futures and, eVEm ,the lives of 
01.lr young 'people .be~6re,they reach ~dUlthood:.' ' ,.' " 

" "SU~elY~ . as' we selrch' for soluti,ons'to such complex :human 
problems., we need. a, full >andhonest. ,debate. Yet tha.:t, discu~sion is, not,,1 
tak:ing' pl?lc~ to,day. ,Th~r,e 1,S ;ho>real 'exchange', of idea's.' There is no " 
weighing, 6f,evi~ence .. There is simpIY,fa: full-scale as,sauJ,t orinearly ! " 

every ,program' that ,helps,! tneneedie,st, most ',vuln~rable'arid disadvantaged" " 
. 	 "" , ,,," 	 ' 

· among us., 	' .. :.", ( 
.'~ , '. .! ; , . ' "" .,,~..

The Pres1dent, hasdescr1bed recentact,lons 1n~ Congress as a',war· 
on ,the children of, Alileriba. The war, is 't~king many, forms: cuts in ' . 

. f. I .• -. I. ' . .• ,,-	 
current fund1ng, el1m1nat1onof programs, w1thdrawa,1 of guaran:tees and' 

", block",grants 'in, the name; of state 'flexibility~' I,f the', wrong side wiI)s ' 
'in this war on ,children,; fallout' froin.this war~il1 'reach' far beyond the" 
'$40,k?iil,io,n in c::uts in c::f;1il<;lren,'s programs,over't,he n~xt ,five year,s~'" . 
Far;beyond Barney.,andB1g B1rd and school lunches; far beyond summer 

. jpbs' and aid ,for 'cl)ildrei;l with'disabilities~What wLlI, 'be lost. is our 
notion'of who we are asa ,people" and what' we .stand :fot as 'a society. 
(Applause.) '1 'l' " : ' 

, '" " _ I' _. t. "".(, ".""""'. 'I' " ' •. 'i. ' " 
',Let's not. be ,fooled by rhetor1c~about' block grants and greater 

flexibi,lity'arid autonomy! for the ,states~, And let/s','rememberthat , 
cutting pr09ram~ ,that hetp childr~n is not,goirig ,to significantly reduce 
the deficit,. The only p~ople, who:w.illbenefit '~r,om, being the ' " ,', 

,evisceration of chiJ.dren ~ s programs' a're families, earning more than .. 
$200! 000 a- year, who: will ibe eli'giblefor:, a ,c.api~al 9:ain~ ta~ c";lt. In '57 

\ short'days~ we have learned that, the ,Contract w1th Amer1ca 'lS, 1ndeed;a 
~inanci?ll ar;ra,rigem*=.nt, .6rye· tha~ assignsf~r', more importa.!,ce to ,the ' 

·7n~erest, ,of the ,,-ery wea~thy and the ver;y pow~rful, t;.han to the ' , 
,1nterests of the poor" .t1)e , needy. and the weak. - .We' do, not need that sort" 
of contract in'America. ;'(App~au~,e.) 	 \ 

", . 

'~e 'ne~~ iI1S;t~~d.", !acovenant, a sacred ,trtis"7- between gover~merit
and ,the American, people,' \and among t'he American people themselves that 

,re'flect,s 01.lr' Tong":heldb~lief tha,t every: citizen, r.ich, Qr'poor, . urban or' 
ru.rc;tl, youn<I or.' o'~d, has ,jthe. right ,and, re~t)ons.ibility to risea~ ,~ar as 
the1r 'God-g1ven :tarents and determ1nat1on cat;lt:ake them, and to g1ye. 
,somet-hing back ,to. their' ~ociety 1n retur.ri. ~hat is the unQerlying 
·principle of th\9. President.'g, New Covehant, , which, ,a's he saiq ,in his, 
,st~t~ of .'the Un'io:ri.addre~s ~ . is, actually grounded i:Q some very,old ide'as.· " 
Those.. old ideas :have guiged ·.us'for more, thal1.acentury in our efforts to 

. \, 'p;rotectchildren from ha:Ijm:." ':" .". ., 
'I t ~ 1.., 	 .. 
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, :Yet 'today! < the fp~ndation,:which, w~ have, built, to promote work 

over welfare and strengtperLfamili'es is in je,opardy., Federal guarantees' 
'of child car'e as'Sistanc:e, f6r,low-'income families and those coming ,o~f 
welfare, ,9rants' for 'fost?r care: and adoption' assistan~e, ',Medicaid' " 
'co1verage,. summer' jobs fo+" young ,people,' heating ,fuel for the 
di~advantagedand aid ,fot poor childr'en with disabilitles' are j~lSt', a few 
of" the programs, at: risk'. ; , , 

'. I' ~, . -. , '. t, • 'i 
, , '. '" 1 , " , , 

,As a ,friend "of', mine said rec~ntly ,) cutting $7 billion out', ,of 
chl.l,d, nut~ition' programs; and :1$4 b~,llion, o~t" f~ster' care and "adoption " 
programsls not so m~ch a 'revolutl0n~ as, "a',massacre, of,.: ,the lnnocents,.," 

, " ' ' .' ,I ' , "",' , "\'
+f Cong,ress wea,~ens thes~ programs', It',wll,l,represent'a total reversal' 

.' ,  of an historic, commitment our ' nation has 'made to 'children~ , \ 
• , '.,. • G '. i ' ~ '". .. . ': ,~ .,'j I • ..;, ~ • • _._ 

Few Amerlcans reallze .<that the flrst',federaleffort at ch~ld' 
-( " . 

'1 care came, in 1863 when the, government sponsored, a' nurser~y for mothers'
, 'I'" ' .' , , 

.• .' •• I 0 • • • " • J , . ,-. ,,'. • 

'f worklng ln C1Vl1 War 'hostntals. 'few reallze that' f~od vouchers, an ' , 
, ,early, version of f,Ood stamps, were, given to freed slavesafter' the civil 

War . .'Few realize that',the first" f.ederal inuilUnization program/was· , ' 
, laun:ched at, the, b~ginnincr of, thi_~ cent'ury, or that Congress establish,ed ' 

, , 'a Childr'en ~ s Bureau 'in 190.9 to safeguard the well b~ing 'of,childre'n. " ~, 
" Aid fo~ Families With Dependentchildr'en, called welfare, 'began in 1935 ',' 

as a ;way to, enable,mothers,' many,of them,widows~to s:tay home' with their 
children.'" "', ' , , 

, ' 'I, ' 

, Child,r~~' w'ere pr'J'tected;bY l~bor' lawsbeginriing in,the i930s~ 
Congress appropr~ated furtds, for emergen'cy, Ii,later~al and ,infant care in' 

',' " " " I",',' , " 
19~3 . The Natl0na~. Scho,?lL';lnch"A~t was pC:lssed J.;n, 1946 after ~,t became:_ 
'evldent thC;lt manYlnduc'te~s' lnto ol,lr :Armed Forces' ln World -War II " , ~' 
suffered, 'from 'poor' nutrittlon as 'child'ren.' ... , , . 

Throughout \riuch 6four 'histo:[;y:,'childr~n's 'programs have, ,
" ' ,.'" I ' " ,,',.' , ,
recel'{ed broad' blPCirtlsan, support becaU:s~there ls"suc;hcompeillng

• ", . I . .., " . • . . .' , :, eVldence that early 'lntervent:l.on' saves', money and 11ves, and. reafflrms 
'the' values' of opportunity and respo'hsil;>ility that bui,lt America . 

. I :. .., ,I". I..' ..' " ,"' "", "','. 

,: Senator Robert T~ft, a conservative Republican, leader in his 
er'a, .' said ,in'19,48 that .theAmerican economy was -rich erough '~--andI 
quote --: "to 'prevent "ext~eine hardship and. maintain: a minimum standard 

',floor under ,subsistence, teducCitibn, medical care and housing to give, to 
,all a minimum s;tandard of decent living, ,and to all' children a: fair' 
", ,I " ' ' opportunlty to get a star;t ln 11fe." \ " ' 

I " ~ ... , I • 

, !, . .,'. '. ..' 
Before,now we would never have: dreamed of counting cuts~n 

; programs .fo:r<,ch.O..dren on ;a .'100-dCiY': scoreca~d. . Before ;r;t0W, we came,:' 
together, as'Americans to .I,safeguard the rights 'of.d~sabled" abused and 
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'hungry' children through, WIC, 'Head 'f?tart, the Chfid ,Abuse Prevention ,Act 
" 1 ' " ',"" __ ( • " ! """ " ! •• • ' " ~" ' '. •

of 1974,: the ,:Educat1,on of- All, ~qnd1Capped'Ch1Idren' Act, of· 1975, ~ndthe 
.... 'Childreni'~"':lelfare ~nd,A?Opt~on Ass,~st.ance Act: of 1980, p~s~ed under 

, 'bot,h J;<epubI1~?n ,and Democrat1c pre~ndents. ,Each, of" these, d1d' more t;:han, 
, throw money ata probleml "'"Each of ,these':reptesented a moral commitment 

to chiidren that ,improv.~d' our"country,gave voices to the voiceless> ' , 
'strengthened"us '.'ailclprot¥cted childr~n 'from' harm. ," , {" 

, " Yet~ today, poor i~h'il~ren'i'and famiiies'~re", viewed:" less 'a~: ,""'" 
objects of, concern'thini as ,culprits "for everything that is wrong in ' ' 

" .. 	 .' I, "' " .. .. ". • ~ , ."' , '\soc1ety'. ' Drugs"v'10Ience,' 111eg1t1macy"and' abuse, are,' v1ewedas " "'" 
.. ,' affiictions only ,of "the ,poor and> in', turn, it ,is poor" children: 'and", 

families who are 'singled: out for' pUl)isl:).ment~'. 	 , . '" , 

:1 I , :"., • ~ " 	 \'. • , 
/' ',My minister, ,gavel a ser~onrecently \in .whichhe related the,story 

,in Leviticus.about the al;lcierit: Israelites who annually, placed all of 
their miseries and ~ins 011 the head' of a' goat ,and then ,sent the.goat off 
.into the wildernes$.' , Wh~n the goat reached the wilderness, the trlbe 
,was cle~nsed of ,a~l' prob+eI?s, ~ll, evi~s ,'~lJ ,sins., : This i~ an, ~pt ' ' 
parable for what 1shappen1ng 1n 'Amer1ca today. In, today's sOc1ety', the 
goat ,is poor,'children an4 their' parents~And, ~oinehow, we think we can ' 
ri~<?urselve~' of' al~· our. Isocial problems by sC,apegoatiJ?g children a,nd 
~x111ng them' to a w1Ider:p.essofgreate~ .. poverty and, hopelessness. , ' 

" ' ..'.' -, " ' ' " "i" , ' , " :' ,:' ' ", ,--, '.- " , -', ", / .. ' , , 

Some in \1asl1ingtonand around the, country justify'_these,extreine 
budget ,cuts .t;>y s~ying, ,w~,have all thesechildr'en's p:t;"ograms in place, ' 
btitthings are onlYgettirig,w.arse., Obviously, the,programs don't malCe'a 
,diff'erence. ,Well, nobody 'ever conc,eived' o'f' government programsasa ' 
pat:lacea.Weal:lknqw that 'services'alone, will~ not:lift a child out of 

," pQverty.: ,A school', lurich iprogram can help a ' child's physical and," 
, (' 	 intellectual development,: but it da:n't provide' shelter. , 'A,nutrition 


program f 0:: pregnant, Ylom~n" can ~ncrea~e, t;h.i3 ' I ikel ihood ,of' ,a haa I thy 

baby I but 1 t ,<:!an ',,:t, pa,y tli'7 rent. " ' ',', '

, ' 

" '" ~o~"fercc:>me ppve~,ty ,c~'i'ld:t"en' and fami.l{'es need, ,the ba~:dc r" 

necessJ.t1es'1n'11fe. They ~lso nee~ to ,be buffered by;, a strong economy. 
, As the NationalC6uncii tif Bishops ::stated In a pastoral letter'in 1991 
,entitled Putting Familie~ First, It'.'•• many families are poor because' of, 

",': .. economic f~rces beY,c:>nd .t~eir, control:, rece,ssi,on, i.nq~st~ial. " . " .' , 
, . restructur1ng, erosionof"real wages, unemployment and d1scr1m1nat10n in 

,hiring and p!,omotio!l ~ ''', 'I '" " ;' • 

" 	 I ,, , 

That:':s why, as w~ search/for a s.olution to' today's real social 
"pro:blems~ we must· ~void ~:n unbalance'ci appro'ach that:, both rob~ chil,dren,' 
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. .' ' c' ' -f' " '.' I . • .• ' , ofserV1ces and fa1ls tOI address the broad econom1C ·and s'oc1al forces 

.that .col1tribute to poverty 'inthe':first place.,:Meaningful ~eficib , 
reducti<;m, , the creatioh'bf nearly s;ix million ?n~w<'-jobs, investments in .' 

,the' skills .and; t'raJning' of our pec;>ple -.-these are structural changes 
\ .. that,,: as the fr~sfdent h~S fought for andarti'culated, wi·ll.help 'lift 

, children, an4 families. out of.povertyover.'.thelong, run. .'; " 
, " .J I 1"'," _,' 	 ._ 

To .address our ptoblems,~.parents' i'lnd·families·~ust,take' 
responsibility, too. 'Th~y must provide :the love and 'nurturing an,d 
.discipline :theirchilctrerr need. They must. be ,willing ,to' make the 

. '. ' ,," 	 I . _'". ". • \. • 
• 1 ,sabr,J:fl;-cesthat are nece~sapy to, c:r::eat~ qond1t10ns i w1th1nthe fam11y . 

,that enab';le children' to flou,rish. And,in some cases', . .young, ,men 'and', ,,: ..' 
. '. ''1 " .• I . • ',',' . 	 .',. 
women must postpone 'hav1(lg ch1.1drenunt11they,· hav~ the meC3:ns, to ..prov1de , 
the love,· the~ suppor.t, ,and '. the responsible care . And' in other' c~ses, . . , 
parents' with children shbuld ,thinkbarder ,andloriger ,,about divor¢e and, '." 

, 'instead; putth~ir ,clJ-iidten"s needs and interes-t;s '~irst~. A~d., child '. 
" ;. 

support, as the Pres1dent made clear at the'beg1nn1ng of· th1~week, 'has 
.; ." to bepartofwIi.a~ it metns· to be, a, dece~t, :.:;.esponsi~l~ ~arent.· '" 

, , . ' I .' :. " 	 , ' /., " , ' 

,.In that' s;ame pas:toral letter I justmentioned,the bishops also 
, wrote ,that the most impoftant work on b'ehalf of our'children must b~ , 
.done" in our homes and ollr neighborhoods and our "community," " " 
orgari'izations~ i NQ goverrtment caii love .a: .,child, and no' policy' can .' ' 

• ' '. 1 	 ' . ' •1subst1tute f.or a fam11y'·s. c:::are;; It . .But at the saine t1me, "government can '. 
either ~'support or lmdermine ',faIililies,,~s~ they cope. with the Itl9ral,.social 

'and econom;ic'stresses of Icaring for children·.'~· . '::'. "" . '. " .". 
" . . I , 

, ,Both nat-ional; policies', and persqnal values must play a 'rQle\ ,.It 
is time to end the falseidebate t~at pitsnati6n~1 p61icie~ ·ag~inst , 
personal, vqlues. We need to support· both if we: expect to' have bealtpy 

., ..• ',1.. . . ,,' 	 . ' 

. ch11dren. . (Applause;) ,. We know that what happens to poor.chlldren and 
. • "I.. ' .' j,.." .' .' '. " .. '.

the1r fam111es a;tso hasl71pple effects throughout '"the· rest of, soc1ety. 
We aiso know tliat ':many oi' t-he programs unde.r a~ta6k are not .aimed' just 
at poprfamilie,s, becaus~ th~ safety net that was ,kept in 'place even 

'during the 198?S 'did ;provl'~de~erv'ic~s for ~any families "iho, themselves, 
were on the br1nk of fal]1ng 1nto poverty.' , 

-	 ,I.. I 
. ,. 	 or . 

, . \ -A few .weeks ago '~visited a' federally-'supported' child care .' 
.' 	center in Cedar Rapids,l,0wa.· ·Ther~, was not a single"parent I met who,' 

was not,- working, going to college,· taking courses, to try· to get aGED,' 
or actively inv91ved in· j10b ,training. ,Having access to that' kind· of 
~child'care that. they cOll~d, count on enabled them, 1;.0 'go forward to build 
a stro~ger.family. I . .. 	 ,'I 
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• 'c. In the, weeks ~ndl mont1;ts, ~he:ad" a's'Congress ~<:>::k~' on socia1 " 
l.8SUeS, the test of"every poll.cy'and every 'budgetdeC1Sl.0n ,should be 
-whether:-it help's childreti and 'strengthens familif;!s. ,I, want" you 'to, know 
that the White House and:th~.Clinton administration Will work'with you 
,to ensure :tha:t 'our.chilci~en·are kept' from' furtl:ler ha+,m. 

/ .; . , . 	 . . 

, \ In the last 10 days~'we have seen the response of the American' 
,people as the specifics hf budg1et,'pr'oppsals have been 'unveiled. People

" . ,.' .". . 'j . 	 . • , . "'" ' •

lCnow, better. , They!' oftenj, 'can put a face on all J o~theabstrac1: rhetorl.c, 
about budgets and programs.' , They c,?,n see "the' chl.ldre~ that I saw , , 

,.,.... 	 e,arlier today in-Arlirigtbn, Virginia','at a' sch60l'where'three~fifthsof 
the children ,-in an affluiant\comIDt1;nity' are eligible for free prreduced
price lunches. They, can! see th~ little girl, :Ellen, who sat'across f~om 
me,' or"Zachary,who~ame: up to ask about, Socks, the cat. They 'know that 

. :.'. / 	 when it finally becomes a 'question as to ,whether wewilJ: support 
'abstrac,t ideology or. concrete 'personal 1,.ives ' in ,the faces' and futures of 

, , • 	 ,i • '.' • . . 
our chl.ldrenj J:,hatthey wl.ll want, our chl:ldren .protected. , " ,/ 

, , 1 ' 	 ',,' 

:And that is why ~e ca'ri, and we wi11; with your .help, continue' to ' 
protect the children of America from harm. If' will not be an easy 
str,uggle, because,' as'! ~aid earlier, there ar~ powerful' forces that 
ref,use, ,to recognize the ~osts th~t ,will be' borne by our entire s'ociety 
inr~turn for ,privileg~si for a',few if we:,er,adicate the"progresstha't we 
have 'made sofar~ ,But I'fmconfident that America wil,1 onc~again, ris~ , 

,,' to this challenge, and that ,our,' childrenwi'll' be given the future-they'
" 	 ' i \ ,." " ,'"

deserve ~' 	 ' , 
.1 .' 

,. 	 , I 
\" ,\ 

'Thank ,you all very much. (Applause. ) 
, ! 
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