


- oo I THE WHITE HOUSE- ol U Tt

LT e S T L :
/... ... - Office of the Press -.Secretary"' -

c

, - For Immediate Release *.; .- v -~ . '~ “October 1, .1994

o e REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY{ i
: : - B AREE AT EVENT FOR' HUGH RODHAM ol e
S SOUTH BEACH FLORIDA R AR -
S e e . .. " MRS CLI&TON Thank you s0 much I am dellghted
N ftp‘ - to be here. And I want to start by both thanklng 'S0 -many of
I ' Yyou in this room who have ‘helped’ Hugh during his’ campalgn. I

s "know. that" ‘for many -of you it started out as. qulte a"_ T '
i commltment because you llked him, you enjoyed hlm syou s,

} : belleved 1n hlm. And 1t ‘has. grown.. R e e

T ,L Ce And you have done a great jOb.. And for all of you

1nd1v1dually, those ‘of your representlng the Varlous groups jﬁ;u
" that are. ‘here, women’s: ‘groups, labor unlons, civic groups, I ;
Just. want to’ thank all'of you from ‘the bottom of: my heart.. =
e . You made a great 1nvestment in a- great man - who ‘would be just
. cooo T A dynamlte Senator| for-the State" of Florlda (Applause ).
TR L It would be ‘nice- 1f your qreat Senator, Bob Graham,
'V~ had. Some ‘support. 1n Florlda. And he has that from thé people.
. ] ~’of,Flor1da, but when he goes to Washlngton, he gets his: vote
e 2‘cancelled And he is truly one of. the absolute treasures’ of .
o the Unlted ‘States Senate. ‘So among the many. reasons. to.
~support my. brothen and to vote for him and.send "him. to.

Washlngton on’. November the 8th is: because you will then\havekxl‘

- BR f’f. ‘two- Senators, not one cancelllng out" the vote . of' Bob. Graham
S Lo on all the: 1mportant issues: fa01ng Amerlca (Applause )
S e L e gi~ I also wanted to come-, to glve you a report
' L ' progress report about what- has been accompllshed in the last
Sy 20 months.’ Because when _my - husband was ‘here campalgnlng two o
B years ago to become your Pre51dent he promlsed that he would S
IR ) get the economy mov1ng agaln, he promlsed that he would try
T 33‘», - to bring us together,,and ‘he' made some specific. promises-. S
S And the. vast majorlty of them have already been fulfllled. Cod
IR (Applause ) L N , R
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o And one of the 1mportant tasks that Democrats have
*; between ‘now -and electlon ‘day -is to spreéad the word. First,
. to know it; and then,_to spread it, so that all of our L
frlends and nelghbors know: what has been done.‘ L
l =~ '
S & 3 thlS were 1992 1nstead of 1994, and I were : ,
‘1stand1ng in front of you on behalf" of my husband -=- Fiot just
on. behalf of" ny brother ~- I would tell you what - Blll Cllnton
told you,. that we needed to get our fiscal” house in order, i
that we: -needed to get crime under - control that we . needed to.
reform health care! fand: welfare, that we needed to relnvent "

the way government worked and ‘how'- 1t spent our money

On every one of those promlses, we have" made .
progress. ‘Let’s: just Took quickly: at where we have come . from
‘and. where we are today The. Pres1dent's economlc plan cut
'$255 billion from federal spendlng And *you ‘know, every

‘time I hear the other side talk about the economic plan, for -

'-,whlch not one of - the other .party voted - for in Congress, ‘I am.
' remlnded about:what they said -during’ the tlme it was being
debated.. Do_ you. remember that?  That this. ‘would destroy the .
economy, thls would drlve up unemployment -this. would drlve
©.up 1nflat10n : -'a? S G ,“_\r v .
St " . + - . ' : . “ S ' A A
» And 1nstead what are. the facts’> ‘Not only dld thlsf
Pres1dent cut. federal spendlng, unlike: hlS predecessors, who

talked a good game,but didn’t get it done, he has sparked an’ .’

o economlc recovery that ‘has led to 4.3 million.new" jobs in the
last 20 months (Applause ) And the deficit now has’ qone '
downifor ‘three" years in a row ? That has not. happened since.
Harry Truman was Pre51dent S .~h !:ig b

j *You knowl'when Harry Truman was’ allve, a lot .of -
folks gave hlm a: hard tlme, . for those of you old enough to

) remember., He couldn't do anythlng rlght.' ‘There wasn’t a

"\, single newspaper or ¢columnist who thought he had a chance. of .

- being reelected. But he: got 'up -every. single day and went -

'about the business| of maklng the government work-better for

S ordlnary tax paylng Amerlcans.,

’ And desﬁhte all of the odds, he pushed the ball
forward because e understood,; as- this Pre51dent does, the

’f buck really ‘does’ stop on the Pre51dent’s ‘desk. “So there
*hasn’t been a Pre51dent since Harry Truman untll Bill clinton '
‘canme along who. has actually brought the deflClt down three
years in a row.; (Applause )
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crlme bill.

" ‘assault weapons

. we flnally had to. draw a llne.p
“‘enough -to draw it.

frankly,«am‘looklng forward to’ not having to hear
W1th tech 95 any tlme in: the future It o

.

© But I,
.y4ab0ut,15 year- oldﬁ

And thenJ we have lots and 1ots of people in publlc

: 1:

11fe over “the . last’’ years who loved to. talk tough about crime.’
“They talked and talked and talked.

much, did they’

And’ they didn’t do: very

enforcement and- 1aw~ab1d1ng citizens.
.1950s, there vere three pollce offlcers for every serlous

~ felony. '~By—1992

We kept - watchlng ‘the odds" Shlft agalnst law"

You- know, in the-

when my .husband ran. for Pre81dent there

were three serlous felenles for every pollce offlcer

R

assault weapons., :

passed

I

. controlllng crlme "'

§ :
In the 1950s, the. pollce offlcers not outgunned or.
- By 1992,

they were fa01ng 15- year-olds with
there -was rall this tough
“Washlngton ‘has had

And you know,
f talk. But it was- Blll Clinton who said,:
"a.crime blll s1tt1ng around for six years.~
"Let’s begin. to make good on ‘the promlse of

(Applause ) :

\

And what does that mean’

The President. promlsed 100,000 . more pollce on the streets.“l'

" That’s what the crime blll dellvers
Pre51dent prom1sed|1t
out if you’'re a v1olent offender.

blll and preventlon

.smart,

”~,new punlshments for people,

“You’ve got three strlkes

.n

Let’s get it .

y
3

_That means ‘more pollce

More punlshment Thef

.and you re.

You’ve got. all kinds of

Preventlon means,

as well as. touqh
to klds “and’ get them off the.streets;

iLet’s figure out ways to ‘try to get )
‘instead of létting them -

1nclud1ng juvenlles,

let’s

try to be"

roam the streets, caus1ng trouble for the rest .of. us.~>r..

about it.

So pollce,

punlshment preventlon
But. my goodnessh wasn’t that a fight.
Qk»constant struggle { And the - reason- is =- let’s just be blunt:
Because this President. wanted to ‘ban assault:

It’s 1n that
It was a

weapons, ‘which meant that: the National Rifle Association’
nobody 1s agalnst ’

.would not support the crime blll.
law-abldlng people*hav1ng thelr weapons

N

E
N .

- Now,"

" But there ‘are “two p01nts “to be made
whlch I.have seen in pollce storage rooms

that were. taken; off of 14- year olds and. 17- year olds, have.

as short a perlod of tlme.

And whatjhad we' done was to make a clear stand thatf.
and this 'President was touqh e

i

And he has taken a’ lot of heat for it.

sp MORE.a

1n "the crlme
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Most of £h¢sé,

'only one purpose -~ that purpose 1s to klll as many people 1n~'~
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';3t31s tlme we. stood up to that klnd of mlndless v1olence..r
‘~,,‘(Applause ) ;»w‘ - > at N o

\

‘be controver51al. ~and certalnly, -with-respect to. the crime

‘\;,..’ '
And that ‘is the same ‘on all of the other 1ssues»ﬁ

‘Mlssues that make: a difference in people s lives. It will now

be easier. for the'children of working people and middle- class

‘”'famllles to’ get college 1oans at lower -interest rates. That !
_ ‘makes -a dlfference* (Applause Y It will now be possxble for
. young people to jOln a*domestlc peace corps oalled :

- : You knowJ any tlme you try to do somethlng, you re'jmxr
. 901ng to ‘cause. controversy > If*you didn’t try,_you wouldn’t .

© bill, . that was the case. But - I/m pleased ‘that we’ re finally .
‘901ng to be able to start maklng a dlfference.- No, it’s. not
. going to happen overnlght. - We' ‘did not - get into this
's1tuatlon overnlght -and’ we: certalnly didn‘t get into- it-.in.
»~‘the last 20 mornths.- The problems in ‘our- country which for ,
" too long were: pushed ‘under the ‘rug have ‘been bulldlng up over - .
- the.last 10, 20, 30 years.. But flnally, we have a Pre81dent e
'( who wants to. do somethlng about iw. t,._u U _ L

“Amerlcorps " f‘ b I A T o “IV-<h'

Sk

B Thls year there w1ll be. 20, 000 young people f";

,.4work1ng around our country helplng -to solve. problems and
. earning money- to go to colleges - Do you. know that in “the: L
. first .year of: its- ex1stence, Amerlcorps has more- young people;wn.*’
"~ involved than the’ Peace Corps ever -had. in ‘any- year° And: by -
.~ '1997, there will be over 120, 000 - young - people helplng in.old
. “.people s homes, helplng in. hospltals, helplng with the back o
. glog in our- courts,fhelplng clean up the environment. . What'a ° .
. great- 1nvestment =And ‘this 'is. somethlng Pres1dent Cllnton

<prom1sed and somethlng he has already dellvered (Applause )

M N .
There are 50 many examples of that You know,-I:*

‘,'*could go down the: llst "And ‘I wished I- talked llke -= you .
- 'know’ the. man that used to .do.those- commercials that talked BTN
‘real fast llke the fastest auctloneer you ever saw° ,::

oy
CI

R

: : Because I could talk about how there w1ll be
thousands of ‘more young kids in Head" Start ‘which is so-

-talk about how, for the first tlme, there -is now education -
*leglslatlon ‘passed! by this' Congress because of thlS Pre51dent
that ‘sets standards for our kids‘to try to meet and ‘gives. .-

'«1.
v

..\f . MORE
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’1mportant in gettlng them off ‘to a good beglnnlng. I COUld“;g'.;

" schools the help that they requ1re to be able to ass1st the'3;
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'fchlldren but alsb does - somethlng else whlch is very -
impoertant. For .the’ flrst time, we’re providing opportunltles“

%
P

7

H

to: young people who don't go onto college, ,;'p

,«

» o T personally am about fed up w1th the 1dea that the '
mllllons and mlllldns of - our young kids -who graduate from
“high school: and go ! 'to work go ‘into the trades, ‘do somethlng
" that -is 1mportant that ‘buiilds .the bulldlngs that we all like
“to live in and work in‘don’t’ deserve the same sort’ of help as
‘the klds who go'. onto four -year colleges. And under this
~Pre81dent they’ re g01ng to be able to get apprentlceshlps
and- loans for thelr partlcular educatlon and tralnlng.
E ?(Applause ) ﬁf v T : - ‘

)

So therexls no argument about what has been

fjacoompllshed +All ‘of the people who study Congress say thls
has been the ost . productlve Congress -in. decades.- Now, that ‘

message” doesn’t get across, because. there has also ‘been - a’

T But that»stlll dldn't stop thlS Pre51dent /He"

.*stlll got most of . the leglslatlon he. wanted to get through
“And. on- two big. pleces, we -moved health : care farther than it~

has ever ‘been moved before in the hlstory of our natlon.

r'(Applause ) We dl@h’t get health ‘care reform:, And.I went _
" .back, -and' I read Pre81dent Truman’s epeeches just the other
'ﬁdayoere tried. three times.  He trled in 1945, he tried in
'"1947, he tried in 1949, My/goodness If T Sald what he- sald
jback then, the people would really 1ook at ‘me . oddly, beoause;“‘
. “he went after: ‘the folks who . were on the other side" thh a
- Vengeance He named names.,gipa o Lo T

e - But 1t has been hard " in order for thls country to .

T 11ve up to the- other half of Soolal Securlty, which 1s ‘health

\ 'securlty " But we’ re g01ng to keep going. 'We are not” g1v1ng

- -"up. ~ And we will achleve universal health care coverage that
'1s affordable to us as Amerlcans.\ (Applause ) ’ .

, U } -
\ ?

We w1ll 4150 in thlS next ses51on of Congress do

lsomethlng that agaln, people talked about but never got

around to really dolng And. thls,vwelfare reform, another,

.one of the issues thls Pre51dent ‘has: taken on. And while all
}pof that has been mov1ng through Congress, he~and Vlce o '\j

R MORE

“‘.53‘

‘

'gwhole ‘lot’. of argulng and mich more partisanship than I~ wish = .
. ‘and much: more playing with the rules, .so that wvotes don’t
" happen because of flllbusters and other klnds of you know
:‘technlques that they can use. up there

o
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Pres1dent Gore have had remarkable results 1n changlng the_'f

way the federal government operates.~
f- .
- I want you to hear thls.f
real fashlonable to,
knock ‘the Administ
But as . my brother . said, before
the storles of ‘the
And

-0

o Washlngton,

I

i

ra

f

\

Because, you know, 1t 1s

just knock the federal government and -

tlon

screwdrlvers were leglon -
"Well that’s just the way they are there ".»And we .

-'and. said,
resented

1t TN

|

‘And

there’s more, than’ enough room.;"
Bill c11nton ‘got to" . ¥ S

$900 tollet ‘'seats' and $500 L.
all of us'just shook our heads"

But what the Pres1dent and’ the Vice Pre31dent set a

‘out to dé was to reinvent the way government works. ~Let me .

" just give you a few of the: thlngs that have. already been;;
shed: . The federal workfoérce has been cut by .70; 000.

_accompli

.Before they are: over,

it will 'be .cut by, 252 000  jobs: And o

_ you know what .that | money s belng used for° . That money-is
-to help pay for pollce,.to

‘being used for the |crime bill
help pay for: prlson constructlonr

It’s a pretty ‘good trade.w

"I -Wwould rather- have a pollceman on the beat 'than a $500
screwdrlver in some bureaucrat's hand in someplace 1n

Washlngton. -

1

flnlshes in the. next few years,

(Applause )\:

But 1n addltlon to that by the tlme thls Pre51dentﬁ

the federal workforce_w1ll be .

smaller than any tlme since the early 1960s. And

furthermore,

within. the last few days,.

‘.“g Now, that’s not a sexy issue.

thoseVSSOO screwdrivers that get us all angry,.-'

procurement leglslatlon, which .
changes the way the government buys things llke screwdrlvers,“
has passed the Congress and w1ll be 51gned into law.

You re not’ g01ng to

hear 3okes about 1t on‘late. night telev181on.' But. 1t is the -
“kind of issue thatilf you- know about it and you tell other : E
they re g01ng to-realize- that ‘'you know, Bill Cllntonj‘

people,

‘is"serious about changlng the way- thlngs work. And it is.
beglnnlng actually to show results ‘ .

“‘campaign w1th and for my brother,

) I just want you:to. thlnk of two- thlngs
"is a President. who'has made good on what. he said he. would do

TR has not -been everythlng that he wanted. or we wanted.

“to. you,

'

I

S0 from my perspective,.

comlng back to Florlda to
to make a progress report
- First, this

Those 4 3 mllllon jobs haven’t touched everybody who needs a

job

'
1
oo
i
[
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JAnd we' Stlll have not recovered from the stalllnq
of wage increases chat took over 'in the’ 19805.A People still:

. lare’ not gettlng pald what they deserve to ‘be. paid. - We, know\x

" that. . That" is on the agenda.  But’ at least the jobs are

'Qﬁfcomlng back. Unemployment has dropped two full points in.
© + - this. country. Those are mllllons and millions: of famllles

fthat are. better ofﬁ‘than they were beforeur
S But when you make change,‘lt’s always hard.’ And
fwhen\you ‘make change at a time of change and uncertalnty,

o
oy

.. 'it’s 'even harder.  If my husband when he had been elected had,.e

'hlde01ded ‘he ‘would spend his time traveling ‘around the country . .

.-making‘great: speeches, really telllng people what they wanted

to hear, like. some people who have ‘been in. the position have o

f”done, ‘he would be 1mmensery popular rlght now, because he can . .~

f:glve a’ great speech ~And he connects w1th people because he

.}cares about peoplej. e L e R } p

o ‘ And you]know, the popularlty ratlngs would be up

: jln the sky somewhere - But. he has this old-fdashioned idea :
- that.he was elected to do a ]Ob not just give speeches. - Andu
when you -move. from glVlng 'speeches’ and rhetoric to making .
- policy and polltlcs, it isnot & pretty 51ght .. You remember\;
"that old . saying: . "There are two things you should never::

‘?‘watch belng made'-7 sausage and’ 1eg1s1at10n"°i (Laughter )

,‘“There is a. reason for that. - It is not'a stralghtforward o
' line: .It is. messy" ‘There are starts and stops - There are
arguments There s all that. : P : R

o But that 'S the way democracy 1s,"And at‘the'end’of
the day, this Pre81dent has a- lot to show for' the fact he

stayed .and fought 1t out’ "And we will as a country have ‘a

., lot to. show for 1t‘ because he s not - only moving the” country

- forward.on the: economy, ‘he's worklng hard to'keep.'us:

. together, to. stand[agalnst the tide of lelslveness and
negathlsm that Hugh was: referrlng to R —_— ; )

N !

Because we: are; at part a hopeful and optlmlstlc

~‘;peopleQ“ That’s what Amerlcans are. We believe that we can o

- do better,  that our children can do better, if we play by the«i‘\

‘rules, and we get’ out there every day- and’ work. That’s. what .
~this Pre81dent waS|brought up. belleVlng That's why he gets:
s tup every day no‘matter what: arguments or’ cr1t1c1sm is flylng
~'his way.: - Because, ]ust llke Harry Truman he(keeps hls eye - on:
N where he wants thlS country to be. U ”.-‘; . S

‘ Because every day,'somebody comes up to hlm and o

1 more

L.
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'“'together. ' He will ;not glve into: the cyn1c1sm " He. will
'.remaln an. optlmlst because he thinks. Anerica’s best days are
not just behind us but also ahead of us. But the only way we -

,; N o \ .
ot T e . C
' /’ § - : 8

,“"‘ P

says somethlng that relnforces hls feellngs about what’
~ important. - .They mlght be walking through the ground floor- of
fthe White House and seeing the tours and having, a man grab
_his hand-and’ say,'"Mr Pre51dent /thank you for the ‘Family

and.Medical. Leave: 4ct I just found out my. little glrl here
in this wheelchair 'is dying. ' And if. it hadn’t been for that

" law. that you s1gned after it had been vetoed before, I mlght[
~ have’ had to else’ lose my, job or- else keep my jOb and never :
"spend tlme wlth my‘chlld ~,jv_ o .

.')'

Or 1t mlght be someone who walks up to. us in a

”’restaurant and says, "Mr.- President,; - I looked. for work for.
two years -and couldn’t find ‘it.. Now at 'least, I've. got a

job again."., Or 1t*m1ght be somebody’ who wrltes us -and talks

"d',about a problem ‘that- ‘has been - solved that nobody would deal
‘ﬂw1th untll Blll Clrnton came to town..‘.ﬂm . Col

| So every'day, he” knows ‘we are maklng progress

can-do that is by: hav1ng you support the ‘agenda of’ thlsﬁ»'

Administration, candldates .1like” Hugh 'Rodham who stand for’
ﬁpos1t1ve polltlcs,}and -a Pres1dent who s keeplng hlS promlses N
-every single day Lo ST .

[N 's

Thank you all very\much (&pplause )

;
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