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REMARKS 'BY ,THE' FIRST,LADY " 
• j '. ' , I ~ " • • • 

'AT, THE, C~I:LDREN' S HQSPITAL IN' MASSACHUSETTS 
• .'. j,' , ' • , -..: ," "I " "'. 

, ,MRS." C,LINTON :', ;Thank, yoU' ,'very mU:,ch/' SE?nat6r". and 'thank', 
.' ~ . you\,Davtd Wyner, (ph,onetic), foryo':lrinv~tation ,'andf6r: your 

deep' conc¢rrL on beh'alt: of this hospital ; am:!, alL Children's 
, HO$pitals ... I: want to thank Helem S'palcfirig (phonetic) an,d the,' 

board members, 'Dr;<L'ovejoy and. the', medical, staft', th'e riu'rsing 
staff, andth;''e entire' staff "that' m-akethis hasp,ital~uch ani 

" 'extraordi'na:rilypla'ce. ' " ,I ," ,' 

, , ~'.:. ,I " . r ' I' , 'j r:.,. 1 

, I have been ve,rypriv:ilegedi'n :my lif~ because I've' been 
assopi~ted withChildr~n's Hbs'pit~ls, on~: i~partic~lar, in my 
state Cif Ar'ka.'nsciiswhere' IS8rved ,ofl-the 'boa'rd, where,'I helped ,,' 
raipe money and wfrere 1 also:hqq ,my' daughter~ ,'luckiIy', for Ei'I' ',' 
vfi3!ry, short stay,. , So I 'exper iemced, .it' al?, a ,par~nt, and there, 

. fs, sometriing that undeniab~y 'is spe6ialab9ut 'Child~erl's : 
Hospi ta,ls ,;butthi~ pa'rticjiUlr 'hospital~ ,as Senator Kennedy 

'never tires of <telling me'; ;'isl,th'e most specia'r. pl'ac~' of all 
,,' "vw:hen"it comes "to tH~,uniyerse' of',childrem's Hospi,tais,becaus~ , 

" 

; 

, , 

" 

: yciu are the l?igges't,.' ,,' , ' , : ' 
,I " , .' , '_ ,: • " ' .. 

, \ 

. ',' '. ,,", ~ ". " '.;' , " ' . : \'.,' , ',. , 

, ,Youhav~ had ~h~ ~ost extenslve: exp~rl~rce ,~nmany forms 
Of tr~atment;and you have '~ ~es~arch:6apa6itythat is 
unmatched by' any others .-As I ,was' walkingth,rough' the , 
hallway and, 'having :a chance to t~lk to ,Mr:. Wyn~r'" I, ;reaifzed' 

,',' that much 'of what ~his:b9spita('stands ',for alld:much 0,£ which " 
/' :iJt ,carl- be, proud is;directlyre,lated to the partne,rship 

" 1 between' th~ public,,:and,private sect:.or'. ," / '" 
J " .\ ',. ,'. I " ',' ,,' :,' ,­

" ,,'A~,a'f~:tmer: b9ardme,mber,'o'f Ch'ildrenis Hosp'it.al',iri, 
Arkansas,. I know \that it takes\to":J;:aTse pr i'vate ,funds through',' ' 

'! \, private 'philanthropy, 'b'tlt,I also, know howessef;ltiati t i,s and ,"" 
'~bsolqt~ly,t~ebasfsof6ur continuedexist~ncea~ Children's 
Hospitals t6have, governmerrt .support that, understands' 'there ' 

" , 'j!s a', diffei!'Emce between tre'at,ing, childr~,n and, treating' ',' '" 
adu'lts~' ',', ", , "" 'I,' , 

.. ',( , , \ 

":, ''l;'here is a' need'for the 'kind 'of'entertainment center and' 
," the child";'like, work and the:familysuppor,t/anc~ those " , ,', 

, differences:a're ju'st :a:few: o~what' it t~kes 't:o mak~,'sure 'that 
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n:ot'onIY 	the Chlld, but: th~' ~~tire "f.ami~Yis',' suppor~ed. ' " " 
, . • I. '. '" " ' , . 

, ," , ',,': 'I .. "" ,', ", " , , "". ' 

, i ,,1 remembervery',well when one ',of my, brothers; was,. in a" 
"c;hildren' s Hospital~.ln' Chicago in the days ' before, par'ents '" 
were 'permitted todb,;arrythipg 'other,' than 'showup for that one ' 
'flour, of- visiting 'time 80' clock at' night. SO: children would i :, 

,I '~ 	 wait all day' 'long, scared" lonely, conf,used; :and then, their 
mO~hef' oi ;t~ei,r fat:her"'because,,s-ibl1.ngs,were' riot 'permi,tted;" 
would' come' ,J.n and,tp.en be "told to leave:. ' ' ",' ',: " , 

I' 

, i 'T 'know what', that' did, to ,'my parents and my 'brother ahd 
, " 

:'the rest, of ,us whil'e he stayed in 'thehospitc?:1. Contrast 
, I :that with my, own. 'expertence,' when my'dalighter "ha<;l to gq in .. '. '".. .' ',,' .'. ,(, , ".'. , oVernJ.ght ." ,1 ~as there J.n the room. My husband was, J.n and 

01.lt.,Firi~p,y, the :riurse6amein,,' took one iook:,at 'me 'and' , 
'sC3,id, ':'One'thing ~ab()ut ,'childre-n'sHosp'ital is we ,take.'care of 
,p~rents' a~wel1: 'Y'ou' n~ed ' some sleep ." . 

, ' 	 '," 
, ' 	 ", '. 

" 'It. was that kind of. fam'ily, center. c;:are that has made ...·ttie 
, i ,cHfference', but t'here .have a Ii;; 0, .b~en a number'Of 'other . 

:cpanges in' ,the last' sever.al' ,years that have, 'made a. ciiiferen~e' 
, ' f~r, this 	hosp,i~al" ,:fQr' Ch,i1dren' s 'Hosp).~a~'and for a9ademic ' 

health centers. ", 	 '" 
, \, 	 .' .! " , 

" .,f . 

: .j 	 • :. ' '. I., j }':: ". • • 

" " , ' "Senator Kennedy:, ,'talked, about research. ,What; he, didn',t 
"say is, we ,wolild ,'not: havet,h~, Nli:I, budget C3,nd' ,th~ reSearCh!' 

", ~apac:ity 'that this cO,un:try' now ehjoys, that permits the sort 
,I

"of ,b~eakth:rou<;fhs' /that enable; ~y~u' on themedic,al'and nursing, 
$taffto.give the qUality of.caretp ou~ bhfldren we~e it,not' 

.' \ . ; , for Senator Ted' Kenhedy 'arid the' tireles's work he has done ' 
, over 'the: yi2!a'rs :to pr'omote medical, rese,arch',ahd 'he ,dId it ,not 
jus;t becal.ise :of his, own" personal exper,iencEf!i he,did it" " 

.. I" 

b'ecause', he wanted eVery"single' child' to 'have' the' s,ame aspects,' 
of' quality cave, that: his, chi'I'dren had, ',and that/s t.he, kind of' , 

, .' 'lea'dershil/"t:hat,he:: ~'as shown when' it' ,comes to the health, care 
, of ,our chJ.ld,ren. (Applause)

1, ' 

" ' I also tni'nk a:sI' walk a~~unc( this hospital, 'of those' , , " 
special istE; yjl:o . , her'7", pediatriccardiolo,gists r '. , 

f1ephro'lpg ists; onco-iogists, ,alid iT') _larg~ rneasure.the tra;ihing, , " 

", \ ,'. 
that yduhaverecelVed ,i~ because the federal~gov~inment 


'" ,sup~ort~dthat;'sp~c~allst' t,r;a'ining,.. ,Training of positi6n~ ,

,/ , 

. 'not ,done in the ll),artcetpla'cewithout any government, support,. 

It is :dorie 'because the ted.eral" government decided ' 4,0, year:s,,'" , 
ago or, more that ,we ,needed', qertain ,specialists, ,and 'we had :to 

,'pay' fo;r'their: t-rain;ing',becauseno i~stitution,al,6ne, c'ould'I 
absor.b, the coq,t.,·· .' 
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, ' Aga1n, as, I look at the med1cal ~taff, the nurs1hg " 

special ties, '~ 'think of the ,tole' that senator Kennedy "ha's, , . 

'played in hIS semi~ecareer al!<:lh,l::s 'chai~ing', of tpe' important 


, commit,tee through which health legislation' :pa'sses l in 'the 
united states' $enp.t;e ,and so many o~her ways. " " 

/, I" NOW" I,say 'th~t not' as',C).' paf~, polit;ical adveitise'ment'~i 
because 'I'd be glad to,\say it ~qywhe~e,anytimej' 'but,as~a 
reminder, al:;)otit ,what' it takes' to build :gre,at instit,utions . ,It 
"takes, common purpos:e,' /a ~erise of mission,' and'resout:'c~sfrdm 
b,o'th the' public and' 'the pr.iyate',s'ector 'in order to mak'e the' 
\dlff~rence,'an~ ov~r and/ovet~a~ai~ I'ha~&seenthiss~nator 
'be the' only ,qnewho'wouldb~eak a log,jap1" the qnly one ,who, 
'could talk to ,both 'democrats and ,republ,ical}s" Who would , b~ing, 
',them, together. Over and6ver"outof his committee bipartisan' 
solutions emerged because he always 'taiked 'ab6ut, what we were 
tt-yiDg to do for: others', and' par,ticularl'y ,foi children.' , " 

; 	 , , '. ' , ' -,' " , . , , 

/' \ 

r ~ 	 '.; " , , ' , 

, ' :, We'ar,~ a,t a ki:nd of: funny point in out:' history right'"n0w 
a?, 'a ,c9llntry?eGaus;e we' are' strugglingw.,itl1 how we want to , 
target our ,re'sources"what: kinds of, policies ~e wan:t to' 
E,ollow, h6ww,e 'feeI:' pbout our government,' what we want to do 
for all ',of ',the needs, that ex:ist. 

': 
/, " , ro) me "a!' i'ot o:f 'that is, frankly; just rhetoric.',', I hear 

the arguments on the ta lk' shows.' I, see a 11 of'the back and 
f9rth in,thepolitic,al ga.me. "What ,,'mat'ter's ,tome .is, hav.~ we 

I" ' done something today, thi~ week; this month'that makes the' 
lives ;o'f ch'ildren b'etter? ," " " ' 

, ,That's: qo~ I't~ry'tcfmeasure' ~verY'si~gle"'7-:'(APPlause)',' 
and e:very day thqse'oryou who,work here, arid 'those of "you who 

'support. the work here,' you, c,an' answer thequestioh, "Yes" I, ' 
haye~' I haye.' I 'v,e',done I something n9t, ,only, to ,help, cure a , ,", 

'child or fix, a prob:lembut: to 'he+p with a parent's anxiety or" 
,to' solve ,'a financL:l1l issue ,t~at t,hey conf·ront in order, to get' 
,the" care, :thatthey;need. 'I've' done something to help' 'at" 
,least 6n~ child.:". ",' 	 ",\ ' 

I ' 

l"wi~hth~i i~ the'w~~we,wouid,mea~ure ~llot otir 
politica:+:: leaders in. A~erica, todGiY, beqause, , w:hen 'it is' 'ali' 

~, "selid·and ',done,what:' will reallY-count in a lifetime, whether 
'it be of, an: individual. or' ,o't ,a 'n1ation, 'is ,what ,have, we gone 

, '". , , , I " ' , • '. ' " '.'. to set 'th~ gro~I)dworkandtp' make "1t ,poss1ble ,for every Ch1ld 
'to Ilve, 'up, tO,his or her God-given potentiaL'" If we' can", " 
,answer the q~estion, positi~ely about, that,~then I ,think we', 
hav'e fulf i) led 'our' responsibili ties as' a'dults,,'andas 'leaders ' . 
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, '. - '. .; . . ~ .' J. . J :. " • • '. 1'" "': '. 

, " . ,Based ,on my work and., my lqng~t'ime observation of Senator 
K:ennedy" he can,say,tha:,t/' but ,we 'needt6, work "together in .. ' 

,', 	 paitrie~ship"to ~~ke,~hr~that~llof us'can say that~'because 
Tlove,'coming to Children's Hospitals .. ,~'("" , , 

I , ' 	 .. ' , ,). \, , 

,'1- canno't b~ar ,looking into ,'the' eyes'o,f parent's' who don I t 
. "know .whether-they ,will be a'bleto a'fford to 'keepconilrig or 
,whether they wi'il have" lifetime l'imits' on' their: ins'urance 
,polic~',coverag~ cut just, ,when they: need it most:, ,or .Who' look 

", 
at ,me, ,as a 'co'uple·did inCleveJ)md.:at 'the' children's . " . 

~ 'Uospital there o/i tho ,two chroriicai1y ill, chi14ren,and say, IIWe" 
can't, ,get ins~ranc~., We makE(to~ ,muchmofley to' qualifY-for " 
,Medicaid"',WEVve gone 'from plage ,to'·place to try to get. ' 

, • '.' ,.' ,). . I, ~ • '" . . • ..-" . , 
'f,lnancl'al' help.T!ie h.0S:fatalcarrlesus as a, charlty- ca~e/' 
,which· is no.t,what we.think l,s'right; bu.t' finally Ikn,ew,I. ,. ,

, / I 

would neVer get help'in our'current'system~ becalise after 'f 
hearing" a,bout' ,our '-qh'ildren' s ' i Ilness~s,- and have'insur'ance' . 

, cb'mpanies" say " \ YoU: j }l'st ';don /,t ,understanq, ... We:, clon ' t i!,)sure' 
burn~ng . flOUS$S. 1.11, ' , 	 " . .\ ' 

I' 

',i-could not:l~agine'B6~ i~0~ld,h~ve.felth~d anyone., 
, s:aid that to: m~"abol..rt my 'da,ughter.t· don/t w.arit to live in a; • 

. :1 ,:"soC'iety,where we' c~r . say i ta,~ol;lt "anyone's cttU,d .. , (l\pplal,ise) , " 
.: . 'All of you every qa'Y / f.rom .those"whoar'e'. in. the' operating 

r'ooms to those' whO lclean! ,the floors and 'make, this, place '".'" . , , $hine ,every, day you <are doi,ng, What' you qan :to m~:kei t 
. 

. 

, e , 
. possible that pare~t~wn~h pick. children'~riow that/ they willI 

be taken" care .of', 'and.I hope, ,that -you ',will 'speak out to your 
,f-r iends and ,nEdgJ:lb~rs a):~out. 'What 'yc;m ,s;e,e her.e,. ,what you know 

", ar.e the needs anddema'nd the 'kina. of kleadershipfrom 'the 
J' • '. • (. • I;' '.' ". \ ,'I' '.. ', \ " . '. ( ,

·publlC· and prlvat'e :se,ctor, In our country, .that, puts. our ' . :., 
-children first.', 'Th;at is "t~e way to maint(;iin,'a ,great Ainerica' .: 
,for the- 21st, Century. Thank you all very much., 
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