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ffMRS CLINTON ' Thank you very much Senator,rand thank

o you Dav1d Wyner (phonetlc), for your 1nv1tat10n ‘and fér. your
‘deep concern on. behalf of this hcspltal and all children’s C o
‘“Hospltals. "I, want. to thank Helén Spalding (phonetic) and the
"board membere, Dr. Lovejoy and the. medical. staff, the nursing”

staff, and the entire’ staff’ that make thls hospltal such an

o ‘ I have been very pr1v1leged 4in my llfe because I’ve been'
a55001ated with Children’s Hospltals, one' in’ partlcular in my

L state of Arkansas where I served on.-the board, where.I helped‘f-
. raise money-and where I also had my daughter,.lucklly, for a'

very short.stay. So I experlenced it-as a. parent and there
is. somethlng that undenlably 'i's special ahout Chlldren S

‘-Hospltale, ‘but thlS partlcular hospltal .as Senator Kennedy
" . never tlres of . telllng me, 'is ‘the most spe01al place of all o
f”wwhen it. comes:to. the. unlverse of* Chlldren s Hospltals because’f

‘fyou are the blggest q b . : '
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T You have had the most extensive’ experlence in many forms °

of treatment -and you, have a reeearch capacity that is

unmatched by any others “As I was walklng through the,

B hallway and having ‘a chance to talk to Mr. Wyner, I reallzed
-“that much of what thlS -hespital, stands | ‘for and much of whlch =
‘jjlt can- be. proud is dlrectly related to the partnerehlp '
"-between the publlc and prlvate sector . .

\ . i

As a former board member - of Chlldren = Hospltal in:

'.jArkansas, I know what it takes to'raise private funds throughl"‘
: prlvate phllanthropy, but I also.Know how essential it is and o

A \absolutely the basis of our continued existence ‘as children’s:
;.:Hospltals ts- ‘have. government support: that. understands there :
©ois a dlfference between treatlng chlldren and treatlng s

adults
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S There is a need for the klnd of entertalnment center and :
y'the child- llke work and the- famlly support and those .
,dlfferences are ]ust a few of what 1t takes to make sure thatv
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'f'not only the Chlld but the entlre famlly 1s supported

*:fabsorb the cost . Lo T A L
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) I remember very well when one of my, . brothers was 1n a
Chlldren s Hospltalrln Chlcago in the. days before- parents .
‘were. permltted to .do: anythlng other than 'show Up for that one .
hour of” v151t1ng time 8 o’clock at night. ' So. children would :
walt all day -long scared lonely,.confused -and then. their

. mother or- ‘their . father because siblings . were not permltted
B would come’ 1n and then be told to leave. e AN

, '
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f I know what that d1d to my parents and my brother and'
the rest of .us. whlle he stayed in the ‘hospital.? Contrast
‘that with my own.- experlence when my daughter had to go. in
overnlght ‘I was there 1n the room My husband was in and -

-out Flnally, the nurse- came 1n, took one look at me "and’ C
said, '"One ‘thing about Chlldren s Hospltal 1s we take care of o

parents as, well You need some sleep "f

[

It was that klnd of famlly center care that has made the

'dlfference, but there have also been a number ‘of other

changes in the last’ .several years that have made a. dlfferencefﬁx
‘for. this. hospltal for Chlldren s Hospltal and for academlc s
health centers . . . - ;

, Senator Kennedy talked about research. What he dldn’t
.say is we would ‘not: have’ the NIH- budget and the research

capac1ty that thlS country now enjoys. that permits the sort
‘of breakthroughs that enable, 'you - on the medical "and nur51ng .
staff to give. the quality of .care. to our chlldren were it not-
for ‘Senator Ted Kennedy and the tlreless work he-has done

"‘over the years.'to promote medical® research and he did it not“:

' just because ‘of his own’ personal experlence, he did it~ ,
because he wanted every: single child to have the" same aspects,-;
of quality care that his’ children had, "and that’s the Kind of

: leadershlp “that’ he. has shown when it comes to the health care ;'
of our chlldren. (Applause) - L : B ‘

I also thlnk as ‘T walk around thls hospltal of those

t;SbeClallStS who are here pedlatrlc cardlologlsts, S
.nephrologlsts oncologlsts “and in_large measure the. tralnlng“uwg-

that you -have received is ‘because the federal: government

‘,supported that spe01allst tralnlng Tralnlng of . p051tlons'15‘f'

mnot -done 'in the marketplace w1thout ‘any. government support.
It is ‘done ‘because the federal ‘government decided. 20 years.:

_ ago or. more that -we needed certain . spe01allsts, and ‘we - had to"

‘pay for ‘their tralnlng because -no- 1nst1tut10n alone oould

‘fmoREf‘f_ufﬂﬁ' ,-g~‘f."{fi:'
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1”1/ R Now, I. say that not as’ a pald pOlltlcal advertlsement
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Agaln as I look at the medlcal staff the nur51ng ""g\“'
'spe01alt1es, ‘1 ‘think of the tole that Senator Kennedy” has. - s

‘played in his: Senate career and, his chalrlng of the 1mportantfﬁ”.“

lcommlttee through ‘which health leglslatlon passes 1n the

Unlted States Senate and so’ many other ways ‘ : - Sy

because I’d be glad to. say 1t anywhere, ‘anytime, ‘but -as" a ,
remlnder about what' it takes to bulld great 1nst1tutlons. -1t
takes common purpose, ‘a sense of m1s51on, and -resources from
both the publlc ‘and ‘the prlvate ‘sector in order to make the .
'~«d1fference, and over and over .again, I ‘have seen this senator x
"'be the only one who' would break a logjam,.the only one ‘who :
‘could talk te both democrats and republicans, ‘who would bring -
‘them together over and over-.out of his committee blpartlsan‘
,"solutlons emerged because he always talked about what we. were
‘ trylng to do for: others and» partlcularly for chlldren ‘ ; :

\
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‘We are at a klnd of funny p01nt in our hlstory rlght now -

~as a country because we are struggling with how we want to.
target our resources, what kinds of- pollcles we want to-
follow, how we :feel: about our government what we want to do
for all of the needs that ex1st N <-; oo o
. : S . . T
, To me, .a’ lot of ‘that is;,. frankly, just rhetorlc I hear .
the arguments on: the ‘talk-shows. I see all of the back and
forth in.the polltlcal game. “What ‘matters. to me is have we.
.~ done somethlng today, this week, thls month that makes the
; llves of chlldren better°' S .

t

. , That's how I try to measure every s1ngle et (Applause)
and every day those of .you who- work here-and those of you. who
. 'support the work here, you ,can answer the question, "Yes,. L
- have:. I have. I%ve done' somethlng not, only . to ‘help. cure a.
, ﬂchlld or fix a problem but to help w1th a parent's anxiety or
' -to solve a flnan01al 1ssue that they ‘confront- 1n order: to get
the ' care “that. they need I’ve done somethlng to help at '
-least one Chlld - B oL :
AT w1sh that is the way we would measure all of our | . .
" political. leaders in. America. today because,awhen it is all ! -
-.said-and done, ‘what’ w1ll really .count: in a lifetime, whether'
it be of-an 1nd1v1dual or .of a natlon, 'is what have 'we done '
-to set ‘the groundwork and to make it p0551ble for every Chlld
‘ﬁto live. up to his or her God -given potentlal - If we can’
-answer the questlon positively about. that, then I.think we :
have fulfllled our - respon51blllt1es ‘as’ adults and ‘as ‘leaders.
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_‘Hospital ‘there with two’ chronlcally i1l children and say, ~“Weff::v
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Ln Based on my work and my 1ong tlme observatlon of Senator -
,,Kennedy, he can., say that but we need to .work . together in

‘ partnershlp ‘to make . sure. that. all of us can say that becauseh
'I loveﬁcomlng to Chlldren 5 Hospltals.g.ltff_
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at me, -as a couple - did 1n Cleveland at the: Chlldren s e,

can’t .get 1nsurance.- We maké too much- money to qualify - for

. ‘Medlcald L We! ve gone from place to- place to try to get.
w.nflnan01al help The hospltal carries us as "a charity case,p;
- which is not ‘what we think is. ‘right, but’ finally I knew I

would never. get help in our current’ system, because after
hearlng about ,our- chlldren s 111nesses and have Ainsurance

_"companles say,.‘You just don t understand . We don't 1nsure
_*burnlng houses ry : : _— .
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fI could not 1mag1ne 'how I would have felt had anyone.:,

p’sald that to me ‘about my - daughter.» I don’t want to live in a .
.society. where We: can say it about- anyone s chlld - (Applause)
7A11 of you every day, from- those who are’in the" operatlng

rooms to those who iclean’. the floors and make this place ..

-shine, every. day you .are d01ng what you can to make- it

o possible- that parents w1th sick chlldren know that. they will»v‘

be taken care of, and I hope that you w1ll ‘speak out to your f

. . friends and. nelghbors about  what 'you see. here, what you know . .~
;..are the needs and demand the klnd of leadershlp from the
~publlc ‘and prlvate sector in our country that: puts our"

“children first.- That is the way to maintain a great Amerlcafff“

for the 21st Century Thank you all very much S
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(End, of tape.); s

. i \..‘ .
. I cannot bear looklng 1nto the eyes ‘of parents who don’taf
'-Aknow whether they w111 be ‘able to afford to ‘keep comlng or
,lwhether they will have lifetime llmltS on their insurance
‘pollcy .coverage cut: just«when they need it most or who look



