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. MRS. CLINTON: Thank you so much, Jane, and thank 
, I •

all of you for gat~er1ng here today to honor these 
extraordinary people. This is a great pleasure for me, 
because I am one wfuo, although not talented myself, am very 
grateful for the e*traordinary range of talents and abilities 
and skills that ar~ brought to bear on our collective 

• I

cultural l1fe together. ' 

It is ~ol exciting to be part ,of this National 
Heritage Fellows presentation, because, all too often, our 
traditional arts ahd those ,who practice them and who bring 
joy to their commu!nities and are able to carryon traditions 
that would otherwiise' be lost, are not recognized and _ 
acknowledged; and /SOI am very, grateful to have been invited 
to be part of this. 

! 
' , 

. . Each Of/the awardeeshas been, judged by a panel of 
their peers. They have been judged to be outstanding 
practitioners of artistic traditions that, are bodily parts of 
our nation's cult~ral life. Each is an inheritor of the best

I .
of our cultural past,someone who has upheld the highest 
standards of achi~vement forged by generations of-people who 
came before. I . 

The folk arts that they represent are also the 
cornerstones of oUr (inaudible). Through their (inaudible) 
traditional art, ~he Na~ional Heritage Fellows have 
authorized me to /Cinaudible)- fcl.' the future as vell as the 
monuments of our Ipast. 

T e1r· u1g 't" 't t t' 
and hard work prdve in the most vivid way the truth of that 
old saying, that /strong roots (inaudible) roots. .They also 
represent something which is too often overlooked and even 
occasionally dis*egarded, and that is the very rich 
,collective, multi-stranded traditions that made up our 
country and made/up' the arts wh~ch are so critical to the 

h J, h asp1ra 10ns, creat'1V1 y, de erm1na. 1on, 
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Idefinition of who we are as a people.
I 

They offe~ us a vision of ourselves as 'Americans 
and our richness asl a democratic people who are strengthened 
by the multitude of people with (inaudible) and have brought 
their own traditions to America. ' 

The presJdent wasn't able to join us this morning, 
but he has written ieach of the awardees a letter expressing 
his congratulations for thei~ achievements, but also adds 
this paragraph: , I ' , 

"One of the greatest strengths of our nation is its 
rich and· diverse c~ltural heritage. As a (inaudible) 
traditional artist~, you have met (inaudible) standards of 
excellence in your/craft. Your extraordinary skills are 
helping to ensure that the splendid' legacies of our past are 
preserved and carried forward for generations of Americans to 
come." 

The president' and I" are gr~~eful for each of the 
contributions thati our honorees, have made and will continue 
to make, and I'm h!opeful that their contributions will be not 
only honored (inatidible), today, not only re'cognized in this 
wonderful booklet Ithat's been put together by NEA, but will 
really be 'appreciated for what they represent -- a way of 
demonstrating the/diversity in art and 'culture but, even 
beyond that, the diversity of human experience, human 
aspiration, that is really at the core of the American 

• I
experlence. I', ' 

We are grateful and appreciative and thankful that 
they have brought/ these gifts to all of us. Thank you 
(inaudible) • (Applause.) 

I 

(End ofl tape.) 
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